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Tr tins idle pie the ee of many of Mr. Flet- 
; sher’s friends, to see a more full and ‘complete ac- 
“count” of that” extraordinary man, than any that had 
appeared. Mr. Wesley’s Narrative of his Life was 
* drawn up in great haste, and in the midst of so many 
important labours and concerns o another kind, that 
1 “itis not at, all s surprising it should contain some small 
‘mistakes, and, in other respects, should be. imperfect. 
ges Pletcher never intended to write ‘his life, but 
to give an account’ of his death, with a few par- 
‘ieula “OF his character. The. Rev. Mr. Gilpin’s 

_ Biographical Notes,. annexed to his translation of Mr. 
Fleteher’ ‘. Portrait of Saint Paulyare very excellent, 
and ¥ very accurate, as far as they go. Butneither did 
MraGilpin intend to write his Life, but simply to give 
»some more traits” of his character; and add a few 
“anecdotes ¢ ‘concerning: him, which had been omitted 
by Mr. Wesley and PMrs, Fletcher.” Add to this, that 
Mr. ‘Gilpin’ s Notes are scattered through that work 
without any order: and however useful, as detached 
pieces, do not, in any respect, furnish the reader with 
a regular and connected history of that great and 
good man. In consideration of these things, it has 
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been judged, by his friends, to be a debt due to his 
memory, and to the Christian world, to.compile from 
the whole, and from such other documents as might 
be collected, such an authentic and properly arranged 


Narrative of his Life and Death, as might be at once a 


clear and sufficiently full, comprising every article of 
~ importance. Mrs. Fletcher, knowing that: Thad been 
particularly intimate with Mr. Fletcher from the year 
1768, till his death, and that we had. been i in the con- 
stant habit. of corresponding, earnestly a ia I 
would undertake this work. And our General it ol 
ference, held at Leeds in ihe year 1801, having g joine 
with her in the same request, Ihave, at "itn ath, com- 
plied, and am not without hope, that thé interests of » 
pure and vital Christianity will be promoted by it. 
This Narrative includes the whole of what is material : 
in. the fore-mentioned accounts, digested” inzegular : 
order, together with much new matter, taken chiefly 
from Mr. Fletcher's own etters to myself, and some 
other friends; especially to the Rev. Mr. Perrone et. 
late of Shoreham, and some members.of his ily. 
| have found it to be peculia ly useful ) myse elf to be 
employed Sbaut this work: and. a" pr ay God that 
every reader may obtain similar, and even greater 
benefit from it, and, be induced to: follow him as ye 
as he follow ed Chitst P: 
. JOSEPH 1 BENSO ON. ©, 
ote Niro. te a. it es 
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October 25,1804. | 
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Tar isa aware * that cera: chiefly ascribe 
to the ; high esteem entertained by the ‘publie i in 
general, and, by” ‘the “members of the Methodis 


Uae 


of Socieltes in particular, for the’ che racter of the’ ate 
ae’ Mr. . Fletcher, and the great veneration 1 in which ' 


emory is held Ay them, 


¢ former impres- 
this work has had s sor 
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pletely new work.” “But this, fic Tat Pit he, was 
not the task assigned him; .n nor would he, if desired, 
have consented to undertake it, well knowing, both 
that it would require more time than he could have 
spared from his other, not less important employ- 
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ments, and that the work would gain nothing ther eby 
in point of real usefulness. For he was persuaded, 
that he could not express the same things i in his own 
words, so well as the Rev. Mess. Wesley‘and “Gilpitt _ 
had expressed them, nor clothe the “rhateriale” fur- 2 
nished by thesé® truly pious and learne ers in 
more pure, elegant, and forcible language, th an they 
had used. He knew therefore, that to have pursued 
the plan the conductors: of ‘that Miscellany have su on 
gested, would, not have’ rendered the woe gra in* 
teresting, or more instructive’ to the} reader) ¢ ; or me 
respect better calculated to answer theigreat and im- 
portant, ends oft religious, biography, which a are not to 
gain honour and ee plause to the writer; but*Tather ' 
to excite and animate the reader to greater zeal and » 
diligence in pursuit of whatever excellence might be® 
described or exemplified in the subject. of ite Add 
to this, he was sensible. it was not the wish of any of 
the parties, by whom he was'pressed ne 01 ce, 
that the narratives of Mess. Wesley and i 

be superseded” and: “loatMetste of He knew it 
rather their desire, that” t well ae t oush e 
incomplete accounts, shou ld be Bf , 
afresh into public view, pres P bei d petuated, 
by being incorporated in one volu e, with such oth 
materials as might -be collected ; there by furnish ing 
the public with such a clear and full sae es ‘that 
incomparable man, as might ‘be of lasting use to 
the Church of Christ, and a mean of edification, eo 
thousands yet unborn. 

But “the natural consequence of this mode ofc com- 

pilation,” say they, “is, that the-work is defective i in 
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clearness and uniformity, and that it is occasionally 
undant.” As to prolixity and redundance, 
the Editor is under no. concern. The persons for 
‘whose use ‘baa he undertook to compile this volume, 
% have'such ae for the memory of Mr, Fletcher, 
that mes formation concerning him that is authen- 
ticj and all instructive, or calculated to cast light 
upon: his character, is peculiarly welcome; although, 
to readers less apprized « of his worth, it might appear 
? hee es or. eyen sup uperfluons. Under a persua- 
ee altaya the samé.time that the Editor. has cor- 
cted WO Or, three unimportant mistakes, inadyer- 
‘tently made in the former impressionshe has enlarged 
» the narrative ‘still more in the ‘pres ent publication, by 
“inserting several anecdotes, original letters, and other 
aide communications: which. had not. come to hand when 
his! manuscript for the frotteditipnaage® ‘sent to the 
press. © a es eae i de Nae 
ite this point, of profivity, the Christian Ob- 
rs, th emselves have formed. his apology. “It is 
iat fair t aa ay ey as to this volume, that, 
‘hs it wa ently intended aicty for, the perusal 
) rs of Mie Vesley, who are almost uni- 
rsa. great irers. of ‘Mr. Fletcher, the Editor 
mig h not think i it necessary to pay, so much regard, 
in the. construction fof. his. work, to, perspicuity of 
arrangement. and velegance of manner as to the 
minuteness of his details, and the abundance of his 
“matter.” “This statement, bating the unmerited insi- 
, éaitatiaes contained in it against:the followers of Mr. 
W. as persons who have less taste than their neigh- 
“pours for order and elegance in composition, the 
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Editor acknowledges to be pretty near the truth, © He 
owns he did pay, and thought it hi duty to pay; 
much more attention: tothe) matter than to the. form 
and manner of his. work. i ' paid, however; con 
siderable Le vga to the la att ‘er also, and bventiires to 


pens of: Mesel Gilpin, Wesley, ‘and I Pletcher 
give it, the greatest part of its ss being ex- 
pressed in their words, it’ has: all the per: spicuity and 
clearness which scan arré ngenient ‘according to ‘the 
date of the events” could bestow,—an’ ee 
which these Observers Cease Epes dge tt 
have been attended: tos a 

As to. uniformity, it has-what is eit sttidlent tothe 
work of the kind an ‘uniformity, not indeed of lan-* 
guage, the simple, and laconic style of Mr. want 
differing very, materially from the diffuse and. flori 
manner, of Mr. Gilpin, and the copiousness of Mr. 
‘Fletcher; ‘but »what is infinitely more impor nt, 
an uniformity of testimony, respecting the ami a 
and excellent “subject: of ‘the », Darratives and’ that 


*» 


blessed Gospel which he isi ich he 1d il 


and which his most eminent gifts *ar graces hig fly 
adorned. “It is also uniform : rr oot Ny Sand i 

hoped, that all its parts co-operate ‘to. piace 
important effect intended, and” that is, to induce 
every reader to: follow Mr. Fleteher, 2 as he followed 


Christ. bis _*. PE Gy CaS a ee 3 


In theses the Editor believes that he lias putea’ 
the best plan which he could have chosen, in order . 
to trace, exhibit, and attest, from the mouths -of dif. 


ferent witnesses, Mr. Fletcher’s character and con- 
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duct through every period of his life; and to give 
the readeciit once a clear and full view of his pro- 
gressive wisdom, piety, an andvusefulness, and especially 
of that heavenly and. di mind, whereby he was 
y preaied f fs the ae a sae y ‘Teward awaiting 


bee 


and. libata asco panidmede in the Sresientioned 
pen on these. two most eminently useful men, 
e»Rev. Mess. Wesley -and Fletcher, a and on the 
Metho lists:i in general ;—as'a proper contrast to their 
“‘Wiiigua end a confirmation of the observations just 
, made, the Editor will now take thie liberty ‘of laying 
before ‘the reader. the. judgment “passed upon this 
- Work, by the conductors of two other periodical pub- » 
‘lications. _ Although no followers of Mr. ‘Wesley, but 
bersoeeyg very different sentiments, as to some im- 
po oints of | Shriatan ten hie Sabie 


piety, and oth xcel e llenei : 
sire. be i 
ever diff nee of stant say ihe Editérs 

of the Theological and Biblical Magazine, (see their 
Number for April, 1805,), “may be. entertained. re- 
specting some important points of doctrine, which 
‘the late Mr, Fletcher publicly maintained, we believe 
tha there i ‘is but one opinion as to the exalted piety 

- of this.en inent Christian. We have perused these 


oe af 
memoirs 


aoe 


with deep interest, and we hope also not 
without. profit. His humility, disinterestedness, af- 
fection, zeal, and heavenly-mindedness have, perhaps, 
Been seldom equalled ; and few, we believe, will rise 


2 2 
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from the’ perusal of the volumebefore us, without 
being ashamed of their,own unprofitableness, and 
adoring the riches of divine: grace, ‘which were so 
extraordinarily’ manifested to this man..of God. 
While reading this account of. Mr. Fletcher, we. fre- 
quently called to mind the late most amiable Mr. 
Pearce, of Birmingham, whose Life has been written 
by Mr. Fuller. There seems, indeed, to have been 
a very great resemblance in these _two- characters, 
both in the ardency of their. Christian love, their en- 
tire devotedness to God, and the constant communior 
they held with the Father of spirits. We have - 
room for quotations, Wes we feel strongly inclined. to 
give a few expressions: of! his, which indicate, great . 
candour tow ards’ those who thought differently from: 
» him in some Jess, important particulars of doctrine.” 
After, producing a passage to this purpose, which 
the reader, will find in page 338, “God forbid, &c.” 
they.add, “ We, amongst many. others," differ widely 
from Mr. F. in some sont of doctrine, butw cannot 
withhold. our’ ‘admiration | toes ‘a charges _truly 
lovely and exalted. Mr: B son has, performed his 
part, in collecting the materials fgr this Life. , Mr. 
EF. in avery respactaliti manner.” Se 

The following sentences are. transcribed fn the | 
Eclectic Review for J une, 1805, in which: this. work is 
considered at large— There have been some, in most 
ages of Christianity, and in most countries where it is 
professed, who have emulated its primitive and 
genuine excellence. Amongst these exalted. few, the 
subject of the biography before us is unquestionably 
to be ranked. In whatever period he had lived, to 
whatever department of Christians he had belonged, 
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he would have shone in the qangons hemisphere, as 
e first magnitude.” After giving, from the 
g ‘gevieral we 6 of his history, they add, 


‘letcher, and to an ample character 

i Saris ane il for ai ‘more ‘adequate 
of this excellent | an, than we can’ attempt to 
mae It was deemed preferable to give the pre- 
ceding outline, rather than extracts of the work, as 
‘those (parts) which deseribe i eh Hg scenes 


e 
“of Mr. FYs life Have ee apa ntéd. Mr. B. 
As ve deoipls d, either 


judigioush conitied 
rom his own scuteate, or a hei ‘documents, the 
“detached aééounts-Wwhich Ha 2 5 in ‘various 
' publications.” fj Alter mentioning i few passages, by | 
he omission of which, and by the ck, of Mr. 

F's s character, a asa tutor and as a Ww: a ‘the Authors 


of the Eclectic Review think the volume “might be 


_amendec > they add, Ave. 2 can cordial aly ¢ recommend 
~ Gt, in its | L st ate, to. erio 3 and’ “candid Chris- 
“tians, of Vs vari iety * form ) and ‘sentiment: and it 

“Would greatly ¢ eh , should any person of this 


x description ris sie, e perusal of it, and assert 

"that it had not afforded hi Plea: re and improve- 
it had not affor m easure an ayy e 

Mh te eiire a Ree 2. ss 
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ngland has had 80 ) long ‘an acquaintance 


- owith | i Fretcwer as myself. 0% ir acquaintance P 


“began almost. $ soon as his. arrival i in London, about 
the year 1752, before he entered into” ‘Holy Orders, 
; relieve) h jad any such intention. And it con- 
eis be: tween thirty and forty years, 

od. to take him to-himself. Nor 
or inary acquaintance ; but we 

sin dodieat and. of one soul. We had. no 
secrets between us for many years; we did not pur- 
-posely hide any thing from each other. | From time 
to time he consulted me, and Thim, on the most im- 
portant occasions. And he constantly professed, not 
only much esteem, but (what I valued far more) much 
affection. . He told me, in one of his che (I doubt 


was 


; Pat from his heart,) Sates 


6 Tecum vivere amem ; tecum obeam lubens: 


With thee I gladly would both'live and die. 


xiv MR. WESLEY'S PREFACE. > ‘ 
I therefore think myself obliged, by the ae 
_ ties, to pay this small tribute to his But 
you may easily observe, tk that in in doing ittle. 
more than » a Compiler. For ov ea r ei ti if, 
greatest par the ensui fod ract to fi 
who have beer it no small pains in. 
with materials: and, above all, to” a de 
(such she has been almost { om her childhood 
Fletcher. I could dees, 
their language, w while d. th 
But I wa cious*I could: not “alt 
better: a hot alter for alteri 
judged it fair { give aptncl 
yey nee t words. * 
ad ? 
: oh ae — ; 
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pion or age 


N WILLLIM de la FLECHERE. — 


y OHN C Wontaaat D DE LA F LECHERE (t (this was properly 
his name,) was born at Nyon in Switzerland, * a town about 
fifteen miles north of « Geneva, on September the twelfth, in the 
sien he His father 2 an officer i in the French service, till 
y in order to anny’ ! But after a time, he 

to oe 2 of Ii fe, and ‘w "a a colonel in the militia 
bate own c ntry. this sentleman, whose family is one of 
is most ‘respectable in tho C n ténof. ‘Bettie, and a branch of 
an earldom of Savoy, Mr. Fletcher was the youngest son. 

9. He passed the early part of his lifet at Nyon, where he 
+ discovered an elevated turn of mind, accompanied with an 

ual degree of vivacity. After having made a good profi- 
ciency in: school learning, he was removed, with his two brothers, 
to Geneva, where he was distinguished equally by his superior’ 
abilities, ‘and his uncommon application. ‘The two first prizes, 
for which he stood a candidate, he carried away, from a number 
of competitors, several’ of whom were nearly related to the 
professors : and on these occasions was maid by his 


¥ * Wesley’s Life of Pletcher. 
+ Gilpin’s Notes, subjoined to Fletcher's Portrait of St. Paul, 
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superiors in a very flattering manner. During his residence at 
Geneva, he allowed himself but little time, either for recreation, 
refreshment, or rest. After. confining himself closely to his 
studies all the day, he would frequently consume the,greater 
part of the night in noting down whatever had occurred, in the 
course of his reading, worthy of observation. Here he acquired 
that true classical taste, which was so frequently and justly .ad- 
mired by his intimate friends, and which all his studied plainness 
could never conceal. Here also he Jaid the foundation of that 
extensive and accurate knowledge, fo which he was } afterward 
distinguished, both in Philosophical and Theological researches. 
After quitting: Geneva, he wa by his father. to Lentzbourg, 
a small town in the Swiss Cantons, where he not on 2, Gala: 
the German language, but diligently prosecuted his ot sr studies, 
to which he ever. -discoye ed passionate ‘attachment. On his 
return from this vlneticeitacd some time at home, studying” 
the Hebrew language, and. egeecting his. yggumtisice with 
Mathematical learning. e 

- 8. His early piety was | “equally amie with cc mad 
attainments, From his childhood he was impressed \ with a deep 
sense of the majesty of God, and a’ constant fear. of bgfiepding 
him, and manifested ere tendeméts of co scienc a as appears 
by the following instances. One’day ha: este ed his father, 
who threatened to correct him, he did n not dare to, come into, his 
presence, but retired: into. the garden : and when he saw him 
coming toward him, he ran away-with all speed. But he was 
presently struck with deep remorse, and said to himself, “W 

do I run away, from my father? Perhaps | Ishall live to have a 
son that-will run away from me/? And it was several years 
before the impression, which he then. received, was worn off. _ 

4. Another instance of his tenderness of conscierice occurred 
when he was about seven years of age, He was one, day re- 
proved by the nursery-maid, saying, “ You are a naughty. boy. 
Do you not know that the devil is to take away all naughty 
children ?”” . He was no sooner in bed, than he began to reflect 
very deeply upon her words. He thought, “I am a naughty boy. 
And how do I know, but God may let the devil take me away 
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this hight.” He: then got up, fell down upon his knees before 
God, and prayed earnestly for a considerable time, till he felt 
such a ‘sense of the divine love as quieted er fear. He then 
es ae in Fase safet ae aor 
“aequai taintance with the’ Holy Scrip- 
jited ighadea fin,” on the one hand, from the snares of infi- 
delity, and preserved him, on the other, from many of the vices 
. peculiar to youth. ‘His is conversation was modest, and his whole 
conduct marked with ‘degree ‘of rectitude not usually to be 
found in early life. “He. manifested an extraordinary turn for 
religious meditation : and those little productions which gained 
eee tees applause, : at this period, were chiefly of a seri- 
ten is-filial obedience and brotherly affection were 
“Bees me it remembered that he ever uttered one un- 
becoming” e3 D ression in cithier of th se characters. He was a 
“constant r¢ prover xr of 8in “and his modest freedom in this respect 
is said once te ce to have offended’ a mother he tenderly loved. 
While -she was, ‘on some occasion,. expressing herself in too 
warm a’ manner to one of the family, he turned his eye pon 
her with a gentle reproof. | She was displeased with the modest 
raid ge aga it’ with some, severity, which he re- 


t’ submit sion, gies only the following 
itten on one cheek, and especially by a 
m taught to turn the other also.” ‘This 

‘expression was Hint >t employeneell an air of bravado, but with 
a look of so much tender affection, that the indignation of his 
mother was instantly turned into a look of pleasing admiration. 
6. Persons who are. designed by the: Almighty for eminent 
services in his church are frequently distinguished i in their youth, 
s peculiarities, which ‘awaken in those around them an 
tion o: “something extraordinary i in their future character. 

of aa aaareeS following” circumstance. During Mr. 
Fletcher’s* residence at Geneva, his sister, Madame de Botens, 
who had taken a house in that city for the convenience of her 
brothers, was visited by ° a widow lady from Nyon. This lady 
was accompanied by her three sons, who were not the most 
happily disposed,"and whose improper conduct, at this time, 
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provoked her to so uncommon a degree, as to extort from ‘her a 
hasty imprecation. Mr. Fletcher, who was present upon this 
occasion, was so struck with the unnatural carriage of this 
exasperated mother, that, instantly starting from his chair; he 
addressed her in a very powerfal 1 remonstrance. He reasoned 
with her in an affecting and pointed manner. He observed and 
lamented the difficulties of her situation ; but’ ‘entreated her to 
struggle against them with discretion, and not with | impatience. 
He exhorted her to educate her children in the fear of God, and 
to second such education by her own pious “example. ~ After 
assuring ‘her, ‘that her conduct on the present occasion, had 
filled him with’ the utmost horror} and that he could” not but 
tremble for the consequences of it; he’ ‘concluded - add 
by alarming her fears, lest the imprecation she had uttered 
should be followed by’ some unexpected family affliction. ‘That 
same day the widow, in her return to N yon, embarked tear the 
lake, where she was overtaken with a tremendous’ storm, and 
brought to the very point of perishing. In the midst of her 
danger, the words of her 5 tg prophet, as she ever afterward 
termed Mr. Fletcher, were deeply impressed upon her’ mind. 
But they shortly returned upon. her i ina more for cible “manner, 
with the ‘melancholy intelligence, , that't o of her sons were lost 
upon the lake, and the third crus ed to ‘death a one of -the 
gates of Geneva. At this time ir. Fletcher was not more 
than fourteen years of age. 2 ish 

7. While Mr. Fletcher was yet a ‘youth, his life was "sundry 
times in ‘imminent danger, but was mercifully preserved. One 
day, as he informed ‘Mrs. Fletcher, he and his elder brother, 
being about to exercise themselves in fen icing, had: taken real, 
instead of wooden swords, with buttons fixed upon the points of 
them. His brother making a hard push at him, the button upon 
the point of his sword, split ‘in two, and the sword entered Mr. 
Fletcher’s side, near his bowels, and gave him‘so 2 pn 
that he carried the sear of it to his grave. © sia Spt Leip 

At another time, he and his brother went upon’ the Balt of 
Geneva in a little boat, and rowed forward till, being out of 
sight of land, they knew not what way they were going, nor 
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whether they were approaching or removing further from the 
shore from. which they had set,out.. The evening now came 
on, and it. was beginning to. grow dark, and. as they were pro- 
ceeding towards the middle oO the Lake, i in all probability they 
would have been lost, had it not providentially happened, that, 
in consequence of some news < arriving in town, the bells began 
to ring. They could but just hear them, but were soon con- 
vinced that instead of rowing t to land, as.they had intended, they 
oceeding f rther and further from it. Making now 
@ quarter from which they perceived the sound to 
come, . they found they had just strength enough ae to reach 
, the shore. . ne perag) oe % 

- Tog FeBLanE aan of his remarkable preservation given 
by Sims if to Mrs. ‘Fletcher, I shall add some still more remark- 
able, which, amuel Webb, of London, then re- 

: Mad , as'related in e short Narrative of his Life 

and int by the Rev. Mr. Wesley. “ When I was 
alad,I had a design to get some fruit out of f my father’s garden. 
The door being locked, b could not get in, but by climbing over 
the walt. This was very high ; but with some difficulty J I got 
to the top of | ey nade be walking upon it, my foot slipped, and 
he ton But just where I. fell, a large 

(quantity of esh Sigenors as, laid. “ Lfell exactly upon it. 


This broke my fall, or it might have ¢ ost. me my life.” 

Again. “Once as Iwas swimming by myself in a deep water, 
one end of a strong ribband which bound my hair, getting loose, 
I know not how, and twisting about my leg, tied me as it were 
one and: pte T strove with all mt ba ras etn my 


gave mys bo If up fo 
the ribband siege itsele. ie 

_ Another instance of the. tender care ‘datiak God had over 
me, was as follows : ae One evening I and. four. young gentlemen, 
in high spirits, made a. ‘solemn agreement with each other, to 
‘swim nextday to a rocky island, five miles distant from the 
‘shore. But this foolish: adventure was within a very little of 
costing us all our lives. I and another indeed did with great 
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difficulty and hazard. swim to the. island. But when we came 
thither; the rock was so steep and:smooth, that we could not pos- 
sibly climb up. After swimming round several times, and. 
making many ineffectual efforts, we thought we must perish 
there. But at length one of.us found a place, where he made 
a shift to crawl up. He then helped his companion. The 
others swam about half way, a boat then: took them up, when 
they were justsinking. Another boat which we had ordered to 
follow us, afterward came and took us home.” — 

9. But the deliverance-of seit he gave ‘an account i in the 
year 1760, is yet more wonderful. “Some years since I lived 
ata place very near the river Rhine. In that part it is broader 
than the Thames at London- bridge, and extremely Tap id. But) 
having been long practised in swimming, I made no scruple of 
going into it at any time. Onb, J was always: careful to. keep. 
near the shore, that the stream might not carry me away. Once, 
however, being less careful ‘than’ usual, ‘I was unawares drawn 
into the mid-channel. The water there was extremely rough, 
and poured along lke a -gallopt ng horse. 1 endeavoured to 
swim, against it, but 4 in. vain, till | was burried far from home. 
When I was almost. spent, I rested upon my hack, vand then 
looked, about fora landing place, finding T must either land. or 
sink. With much difficulty T got near the shore ; but the rocks 
were so ragged and. sharp, that [ saw, if I attempted to land 
there, I should be torn in pieces. So I was constrained to turn 
again to the mid-stream : at last despairing of life, I was cheered 
by the sight.of a fine smooth creek, into which I was swiftly car- 
ried by a violent stream. A building stood «directly across it, 
which I did not then know to bea powder-mill. The last thing 
I can remember, was the striking of my breast against. one of 
the piles whereon it stood. I then Jost my: senses, and knew 
nothing more, till I rose on the. other side of the mill. When I 
came to anyself I was in a calm safe place, perfectly well, with- 
out any soreness or weariness at all... Nothing was amiss but 
the distance of my clothes, the stream . having | driven, me five 
miles from the place where | leftthem. Many persons gladly 
welcomed me on shore: one gentleman in particular, who said, 
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al looked whem you went under the mill, and again when: you 
‘rose on the other side. And the time of your being em 
“among the piles, was exactly twenty, sminutes.” 
-@@ But, ‘some will say, “Why this'was a miracle!?? . Baababe 
edly,” observes. Mr. eWieatens cis it was. It was nota natural 
“event, but a work wrought “above the pete of: os Pro- 
bably by the: ministry of angels. ete 
#105 After Mr. Fletcher: had gone ‘inhale the one course. sist 
‘study at the university” of Geneva, it was the desire of his: 
parents’ t hathe should be a clergyman. “ And:as far as naiure 
can furnish a man,’’ says Mr. Gilpin, “ for offices of a-sacred 
dafidy vestiops there never was a;person better qualified. to sus- 
a tain the, paracter of a minister of Jesus: Christ, than Mr. 
Fletcher Fis disposition and habits, his sentiments and studies, 
fectrag eas of God , hisuinsatiable:thirst after truth, and 
his uncommon abhorrence of: vies. -gave his friends abundant 
reason to ‘apprehend, that he was marked, at an early age, for 
the’service of) age church. Contrary, however, to all expecta- 
tion, and contrary to the first: designs of ‘his family, before he 
had arrived at the age of twenty, he manifested. views of avery 
“opposite: nature. «, His oe studies gave place to the 
systems of” Eirias d_Cohorn, ‘and he evidently preferred the 
camp to the chur ~All the remonstrances ofvhis friends, on 
‘this apparent sailbice in his disposition, were totally ineffectual ; 
and, had it not been for repeated disappointments, he would 
‘have wielded another sword than that of the Spirit. Happily, 
his projects: for the field were constantly bailed and blasted: by 
the appointments of that’ God, who’ reserved him for a more 
important scene of action: His choice of the army is, however, 
- to be imputed rather to principle than. inclination. ‘On the one 
hand, he'detested the irregularities and vices ‘to which a: mili- 
tary life would expose him: onthe other, he dreaded the con- 
demaation he ‘might incur, by acquittmg himself -unfaithfully: in 
- the pastoral office. He conceived: it-abundantly. easier to toil 
for glory in fields of blood, than ‘to labour for God, with 
unwearied jperséverance, in the vineyard of the church. He 
helieved himself qualified rather for military operations, than 


‘y 7 


4 THE LIFE OF 


for spiritual employments, and the exalted 1deas he entertained 
of the holy ministry determined him to seek some other profes- 
sion, more adapted to the weakness of humanity, and he pre- 
ferred being an officer in the army to all others.” 5 
11. Mr. Fletcher himself, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. “Wesley, 
dated Nov. 24, 1756, a few weeks before he took orders, partly 
confirms these observations of Mr. Gilpin, arid partly assigns an 
additional reason why he then declined the sacred office of the 
ministry. ‘From the time I first began to feel the love of God,” 
says he, “shed abroad in my’ soul, which was, I think, at seven 
years of age, I resolved to give myself up to him, and to the 
service of his church, if ever I should be fit for it ; but the cor- 
ruption which is in the world, and that which was im my heart, . 
soon weakened, if not erased, those first characters which grace 
had: written upon it... However, I went through my studies, 
with a design of going into orders; but afterward, upon serious 
reflection, feeling I was unequal to so great a burden, and dis- 
gusted by the necessity I should be under to subscribe the doc- 
trine of Predestination, I yielded to the desire of those of my 
friends who would have me to go into, thearmy. But just before 
I was quite engaged in a military employment, I met with such 
disappointments as occasioned my. coming to England.” Add 
to this, that he disapproved of the motives which’ had. chiefly 
induced his parents to desire him to enter into the ministry. 
This appears from an observation which he made to Mrs. 
Fletcher one day, while he was showing her a piece of painting 
which he had executed when he was about sixteen ’ years of age. 
“J was then studying Fortification,” said he, “ with a view to 
go into the army. Once, indeed, my friends having a prospect 
of obtaining preferment for me, wanted me to go into the 
church. But that motive I thought by no means right, and 
therefore, still pursued my plan of being a soldier.”” So that, 
according to his own account, he at that time declined. the 
ministry, for three reasons: ist. Because he judged. himself 
unqualified for so high and holy a calling: 2dly. He scrupled 
subscribing the doctrine of Predestination, which, it seems, he 
must have done, to have taken orders in Switzerland; and, 
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paint: oneal soigey sins sO sacred an ~ as 
at ir ‘the 


a — it se seems, ‘he an conopany: of his own coun- 
trymen, accepted of a -captain’s commission, and engaged. to 


serve the kin of Pe rtugal, 0 on board a man. of war, which was 
just then getting ready with all ‘speed, inorder to:sail to Brazil. 
He then wrote to _his-parents, begging them to send him a con- 
siderable sum of money... | Of this he expected to make a vast 
advantage. » But they refused him. _Unmoved. by this he 
+ determined to go-without it, as soon as the ship sailed. . But in 
the morning, the maid waiting on him at breakfast, let the tea- 
kettle fall, an io. scalded his. leg, that he kept his bed for a 
considerable t me afters During that: time the ship sailed for 
Brazil. Palgit Pky observed, oe the ship was seiian of no 
more. _ as ABT 
_13.,,His desire re of being 2 an > in. the: army, Mr. Wes- 
ley. tells. us, continued. after. he returned from. Lisbon.. And 
when he was informed, that his uncle, then a. colonel in the 
Dutch service, had procuted a.commission for him, he joyfully 
set out for F landers. But anits t that time: tl ce Was Con- 
cluded ;_ and. his: uncle dying « dickly after, his hopes were 
| blasted, and he gave up all thoughts of being a soldier. . And, 
b disengaged from all. business, -he fhoyelt it na not be » 
ae to spend a little time in. England. a 
14, Comi g to the custom-house sd acileciatilar some alla 
young gentlemen, none of ie could speak any English, they. 
wee nee ed with the utmost sur ‘liness and ill manners by some. 
custo m-house, officers... These. not. only took out, and 
inDledafoestnet alt the things that were in. their portman- 
teaus, but took away their. Jetters of recommendation, telling 
them, | 66 All letters must be: sent by the post.” It is justly ob- 
served by, Mr. Wesley, that & they are such saucy and ill-man-, 
nered 1 wretches Aaslife om aie p an ik repo on our 
Sit ne, . = a 
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nation. Britons might well be pret Septyft they 


were all like these vermin.” a eee 
15. From hence they went to an mn ; but here they. w wel ore 
under another difficulty. As they spoke no English the: y could 


not tell how to. exchange their-foreign into English money ; tl 
Mr. Fletcher, going to the door, heard a well dressed Je ew talk- 4 
ing French. He told him the difficulty they. were under with 
regard to the exchange of money. The Jew replied, “Give 
me your money, and. will get it changed in five minutes.” 
Mr. Fletcher without delay, gave him his. on. 9 We hal 
ninety pounds. As soon as he came back to his company, he 
told them what he had done.. They all cried. out with one 
voice, “ Then your money is gone. You need neNag expect to 
see a crown or a doit of it any more. Men) are constantly 
waiting about the doors of these inns, on purpose to take in 
young strangers.” Seeing ‘no remedy, ‘no way to help himself, 
he could only commend his cause to. God.. And that was 
enough. Before they had done breakfast, in came. the. Jew, 
and brought him the whole money. a 

- 16. Inguiring fora) person who was proper to perfect him in 
the English tongue, (the rudiments of which he had»begun to 
learn before he left Geneva) he was recommended to Mr. » Bur- 
ehell, who then. kept a boarding-school at South-Mimms, in 
Hertfordshire. © And-when Mr. Burchell removed: to. Hatfield, 
he chose to remove with him. All.the time he was. both at 
South-Mimms and at Hatfield, he was of a:serious and reserved 
behaviour ; very different from that of the other young gentlemen, 
who were his fellow-students. Here he diligently studied both 
the English language, and all the’branches’ of polite literature. 
Meantime his easy and genteel behaviour, together with his 
eminent sweetness of temper, gained him the*esteem : as well as 
the affection of all that conversed with him.» He frequently 
visited some of the first families in Hatfield, who. were all fond 
of his conversation: so lively and ingenious, at the same time, 
evidencing both the gentleman and the scholar. Alb this time 
he had the fear of God deeply rooted in his heart. But he hatl 
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none to’ take him by the hand and lead him forward in the ways 
_ of God. He: stayed with Mr. Burchell about eighteen months, 
who loved him as his own : ‘son. 

a7 . Afterward one Mr. Decamps,'a French minister, to 
whom he had been recommended, procured him the place of 
tutor to the two ‘sons of Thomas Hill, esquire, at Tern-hall, in 
Shropshire. “In the year: 1752, he’ removed into’ Mr. Hill’s 
family, and’ ‘entered u upon the important province of instructing 
the young gentlemen. ~ He still feared God, but had not yet an 
experimental sense of his love. Nor was he convinced of his 
own fallen state, till one Sunday evening a servant came in to 
make up hisifire, while he was writing some music, who, looking 
‘at him with serious concern, said, “ Sir, I am sorry to see you 
‘so em mployed on the Lord’s day.” At first his pride was alarm- 
ed, and his’ resentment moved atybeing reproved by a servant. 
But iipon reflection, he felt the reproof was just. He imme- 
diately put away I his ‘music, ‘and from that very hour became a 
strict observer of the Lord’s day. a 

18. “T have heard, ”? says Mr. Wesley, “two very different 
accounts of the manner wherein he had the first notice of the 
people called Methodists.’ But I think it reasonable to prefer 
to any other; that which 1 received from his own mouth. —'This 
Was'asdollowe: wi (PIP er Reg eo gi 
» © When'Mr. Hill went to ‘Vclasabieances Rie Raviteracitt, 
he took his family and Mr. Fletcher with*him. While they 
stopped at St. Albans, he walked out into the town, and did not 
return till they ‘were set out ‘for London. . A horse being left 
for him, he rode after, and overtook: them in the evening. Mr. 
Hill_as xing him why he stayed behind ? ‘He said, ‘As I was 

walking, T me et witha poor old woman, who talked ‘so sweetly 
of Jesus Christ, that I knew not how the time passed away.’ 
©] shall wonder,’ said’ Mrs. H. ‘if our tutor’ does not turn 
Methodist’ by and-by.? ‘Methodist, madam,’ said he, ‘ pray 
what is that?” She replied, ‘ Why, the Methodists are a peo- 
ple that do nothing but pray: they are praying all day and all 
night,’ ‘Are they? said he, ‘then, by the help of God, I 
will find them out if they be above ground.’ He did find them 
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out not long after, and was admitted into the Society. And 
from this time, whenever he was in town, he met in Mr. Richasd 
Edwards’s class. ‘This he found so profitable to his soul; that he 
lost no opportunity of meeting. And he retained aoe 
regard for Mr. Edwards, till the das of it death. Hh pee aes 
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i. NorwrristaNDING the early appearance of pick pia 
Mr. Fletcher, it is evident that he continued, for a long time, a 
perfect stranger to the true nature of Christianity. _ He was 
naturally of a high and ambitious turn, though his ambition was 
sufficiently refined for religious) as» well as scientific pursuits. 
He aspired after rectitude, and was anxious : to possess every 
moral perfection, He counted much upon the dignity of human 
nature, and was ambitious to actin a manner becoming his 
exalted ideas of that dignity. “And here he outstripped the mul- 
titude in an uncommon degree. He’ was. rigidly. just’ in... his 
dealings, and. inflexibly true to his’ word ; he was a strict ob- 
server of his several duties in every relation of life; his senti- 
ments were liberal, and his charity. profuse ; he was prudent in 
his conduct, and courteous in his deportment; he was a diligent 
inquirer after truth, anda strenuous advocate for virtue ; he was 
frequent in. sacred, meditations, and was a regular attendant at 
public worship. Possessed of so many moral accomplishments, 
while he was admired by his friends, it, is no wonder that he 
should cast.a look of self-complacency. upon his character, and 
consider himself, with respect to his attainments. in virtue, 
abundantly superior to the common herd - of mankind. But: 
while he was taken up in congratulating himself, upon, his own 
fancied eminence in piety, he was an absolute stranger to that 
unfeigned sorrow forsin, which is the first step towards the king- 
dom of God, It was not till after he had resided some time in 
England, that he became experinientally acquainted with the 
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nature of true repentance. ‘This, according to Mrs. Fletcher's 
_ account, was in the following manner. 
2. Meeting with a person who asked him to go and hear the 
Methodists ; ; he readily consented, and from that ee 
more and snore conscious 3} that a ‘change of heart was ne ary 
io make him -happy.. He now began to strive with the Ric. 4 
diligence, according to the light he had, hoping, by doig much, 
to render himself ac eceptable to. God. But one day hearing a 
= 
‘sermon _ preached by a clergymen: whose name was Green, he 
was convinced he did not understand the nature of saving faith. 
This conviction caused many. ‘reflections to arise in his mind. 
“1s it possible,” thought he, “that J, who have always been 
accounted so religious, who have made Divinity my study, and 
received the e pretium of piety, (so called) from the university 
‘my wr a Mg subjects,—is-it possible, that I should 
yet” he sO "ighorant as not to know what faith is? But the 
“fore ane examined himself; and considered the ‘subject, the 
eC vinced of the momentous truth. And begin- 
siti to see his sinfulness and guilt,» and the entire corrup- 
tion and depravity of h his whole nature, his hope ‘of being able to 
. réconcile himself to God by his own works began to die away. 
He sought, hor wever, by the most rigorous austerities to conquer 
‘this evil natur "ey and: bring into his soul a heaven-born peace. 
- Bubabis f HB mikes Heletroveythe hele Webaw dha Flt that all 
his soul was sin. And'now he was entirely at a loss what to do, 
being ‘conscious: ‘of his danger, and seeing no give to: escape, till 
at last he’ discovered that nothing, except ‘a revelation of the 
Lord Jesus to hi eart, could make him a true believer. 
3, Buta ew pages” transcribed from a diary, written by his 
own hand, when he was about: v enty-five years of ela 
théreader the: best information op: thisaubjects. S82" 
©The 12th:of January, 1755, 1 received the Borger 
though my heart-was as hard as a flint.” The following day, I 
felt the tyranny of sin more than ever, and an uncommon cold- 
néss in all religious duties. J felt the ‘burden of my corrup- 
tions heavier than ever ; ‘there was no rest in my flesh. I 
called upon the ‘Lord, but with such heaviness as made me fear 
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it was lost labour. The more Iiprayed for victory over sin, the 
more I was conquered. Many a time did I take up the Bible 
to seek comfort, but not being able to read, I shut it again. 
The thoughts which engrossed my mind were generally these. 
Tam undone. I have wandered from God more than ever. 
‘Thave trampled under foot the. frequent convictions which God - 
was pleased to work in my heart.. Instead of going straight to 
Christ, I have wasted my time in fighting, « gainst sin with the 
dim light of my reason, and the mere use of the means of grace ; 
as if the means would do me good without ‘the blessing and 
power of God. I fear my knowledge of Christ is only specula- 
tive, and does not reach my heart. I never had faith; and 
without faith it is impossible to please God. Therefore, all 
my thoughts, words, and works, however specious before men, 
are utterly sinful before God. And if T am not washed and 1 re- 
as before'I go hence, 1; am lost to all etemity. ee 
ko When I saw that all my endeavours availed nothing 
sedi conquering sin, I almost gave up all hope, and resolved 
to sin on, and go to hell. But I remember, there was a sort of 
sweetness even in the midst of these abominable thoughts. If 
I go to hell, said I, I will serve God there: and since I cannot 
be an instance of his mercy in 2 heaven, I will be a monument of 
his justice in hell: and if I show forth his glory ¢ one way or the 
other, T am content.” But I soon’ recovered my ground. I 
thought Christ died for aut, therefore he died for me. ‘He 
died to pluck such sinners | pean as brands out of the burning. 
And as I sincerely desire to be his, he will surely take me to 
‘himself :—he will surely let me. know, before T die, that he hath 
died for me, and will break asunder these chains wherewith I 
am bound. If he’ leave nietPor a little while in this dreadful 
state, it is only to show’me the depth of the misery he will 
draw me out of. I must then humble myself under his mighty 
hand, and he will lift me up in his appointed time. But then I 
thought, this, perhaps, may not be till my dying hour—and must 
I sin on till then? How ‘can ‘Tendure this? But I. thought 
again, my Saviour was above thirty-three years working out my 
salvation; let me wait for him as long, and then I may have 
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some excuse fo for my impatience. Does God owe me any thing? 
Is he bound | to time a and | place? ? Do I deserve any thing at his 
hands but damnation ?_ ? I would here observe, that anger in par- 
ticular seemed to be one of the sins 1. could never overcome. 
So Lwent on, sinning 2 and epenting, and sinning again; but still 

jaling ete mercy “through Christ. 
5. het eat, out. of all my strong holds. I felt my 
ne t ‘the pect of Christ. I cried, thonga 


sidtehed Be cy fest give me _justifying rie in thy blood ; 
cleanse me from my sins; f for the devil, will surely. reign over 
‘me, until thou shalt take me into thy hand. I shall only be an 
instrument in his hand to work wickedness, until thou. shalt 
stretch forth thine pemnality arm, and save thy lost creature by 
freeyunmerited grace.’ I seldom went to private prayer, but 
this'thought came. me me into my mind,—" Pt may be the happy hour 
when thou } wilt prevail: with: God ; but still I was disappointed. 
Ycried to God ; but my heart, was s so hard, that I feared it did 
not go with my, lips. » I strove, but, it was 80 coldly, t that, often, j 
had-fits of drowsiness even ‘in my prayers. When overcome 
with heaviness, 1 went, to bed,. beseeching God to spare me till 
next day, that I might, renew r my meprR with him till should 
Pa Seed g es aug ee oo" 
6.“ “ On St unday the 19th, i in the _ evening, | I Means an excel- 
lent sermon,on pei words,—¢ Bein justified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our, Lord Jesus Christ.’ I heard it 
attentively, . but my. heart eatin: g Aa in the. least; IT was 
only sfill more, convinced, that I was an wiligheresa that I was 
not justified, by faith, and that till I was, I should never have 
peace with God. The hymn after the sermon suited the sub- 
ject; but - could “not join in singing. iti ‘So I sat mo irning, 
whilst others rejoiced ir in God their S Saviour. I went home, still 
resolving to, wrestle with. the Lord Ii like ‘Jacob, till I should be- 
come a prevailing Israel. Sg Aine 
“cy begged o f Ged, the following day, to. ee me the wicked- 
ness of pe. and. to: fit me for his pardoning mercy. | 
besought him to.increase my convictions, for I was afraid I did 
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not mourn enough for my sins. But J found relief in Mr. Wes- 
ley’s Journal, where I learned that we should ‘not build on what 
we feel; but go to Christ with all our sins, and all ov our hardness 
of heart. On the 21st, I began to write part of what filled my 
heart, namely, a confession of my sins, misery, and helplessness, 
together with a resolution to seek Christ, even. unto death. But 
my business calling me away, I had no heart t to resume the sub- 
ject. In the evening Tread the Scriptures, and four 1d a sort of 
pleasure in seeing a picture of my wickedness so exactly drawn 
in the third chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 2 and that of my 
condition in the seventh. now I felt some hope, that God 
would carry on in me the work he had begun. | a, 

mA | often wished to be acquainted with some one who had 
been just. in. my. state, and resolved to seek for one to “whom 
I might unbosom my whole soul and apply <for advice. , As I 
had heard that mourners.sometimes found comfort 1 in. rea ing 
over any particular text of scripture they opened upon, I opened. 
the. Bible once, for that purpose ; ‘but I found | nothing that. 
gave me comfort, and so I did it ho more, for fear of dempting 
God. . 

7 é Thursday, my fast- dag Satan_ beset me faa I onet, 
and grievously too. And 1 now, I almost gave up allhope. 1 
mourned deeply, but with 2 heart as hard. as ever. _ Twas on 
the brink of despair, and.co tinued, mse to fall into sin, 
as often as I was assaulte ith tempt tation. Bui d 4 must. ob- 
re that all this while; # I ra a clear sense of my wick- 
edness; and of what I deserved; and though I often thought 
that hell would be 1 my portion, if God did not s soon pity me, yet 
I never was much afraid of, it. Whether this | was. owing t toa 
secret hope lodged im my mind, or to hardness of heart, 1 know 
not; I was continually crying out,‘ What stu ity! it see 
seeaclt hanging ¢ s by a thread over hell! and yet Lam not afraid 
--but sin on! O. ) what i is man without the grace of God! a very 
devil in wickedness, though _ inferior to him ‘in experience, and 
power.’ In the evening I went to a friend, and told him some- 
ihing of my present state ; he endeavoured to administer com- . 
fort, but it did not suit my case 3, there i is NO peace to ‘a sinner 
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unless it come from above. When we parted, he gave me 
some advice which suited my condition better, ‘God (said 
he) is merciful ; God loves you; and if he deny you any thing, 
it is’ for your ee you deserve nothing at his hands, wait then 
patiently for him, and never give up your hope.’ I went home 
resolved to follow his advice, though I should stay till death. 
8. “I had purposed to receive the Lord’s supper the following 
Sunday, I therefore returned to my room, and looked out a 
sacramental hymn. — I learned it by heart, and prayed it over 
many times, sometimes with heaviness enough, at others with 
some devotion, intending to repeat it at the table. I then went 
to bed, commending myself to God with rather more hope and 
peace than I had felt for some time. But Satan waked, while 
Islept. I dreamed I had committed grievous and abominable 
sins ; 1 awoke amazed and confounded, and rising with a detes- 
tation of the corruption of my: senses and imagination, I fell 
upon my knees, and prayed with more faith and less wanderings 
than usual; and afterward went about my business with an 
uncommon cheerfulness. It was not long before I was tempted 
by my besetting sin, but found myself a new creature. My soul 
was not even ruffled. I took not much notice of it at first; 
‘but having withstood two or three temptations, and feeling 
“peace in my soul, through the whole of them, I began to think 
it was the Lord’s doing. “Afterward: it was suggested to me, 
that it was great presumption f 01 - such a sinner to hope for so 
great a mercy. ‘However, iL: prayed I “might not be permitted 
to fall into a delusion; but the more I pray ed, the more I saw 
it was real. For though sin stirred all the day long, I always 
overcame it in the name of the Lord. 

9. “In the evening I read the experiences of some of God’s 
children, and found n my case agreed with theirs, and suited the 
sermon I had heard on justifying faith; so that my hope 
increased. I entreated the Lord to do to his servant according 
to his mercy, ‘and take all the glory to himself. I prayed 
éarnestly and with an humble assurance, though without great 
emotions of joy, that I might have dominion over sin, and peace 
with God; not doubting but that joy and a full assurance of 
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faith would be imparted to me in God’s good time. {I contmued 
calling upon the Lord for an increase of faith ; for still I felt 
some fear of being in a delusion: and having continued my 
my supplication till near one in the morning, I then opened my 
Bible on these words, Psa. lv. 22. “Cast thy burden on the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee; he will not suffer the righteous 
to be moved.” Filled with joy, I fell again on my knees to beg 
of God that I might always cast my burden upon him. I took 
up my Bible again, and opened it on these words, Deut. xxxi. 
“J will be with thee, I will not fail thee, neither forsake thee ; 

fear not, neither be dismayed.”” My hope was now drehily 
increased, I thought | saw myself conqueror over sin, hell, and 
all manner of affliction. 

“ With this comfortable promise I shut up my Bible, being 
how perfectly satisfied. As I shut it, I cast my eye on that 
word, “ Whatsoever you shall ask in my name, I will do’ it.” 
So having asked grace of God to serve him till death, I went 
cheerfully to take my rest.” 

10. So far we have Mr. Fletcher’s account, written with his 
own hand. To-this I add what Mrs. Fletcher says she heard 
him speak concerning his experience at this time, viz. that he 
still continued to plead with the Lord to take more full posses- 
sion of his heart, and sought with unwedried assiduity to receive 
a brighter manifestation of God’s love to his soul: till one day, 
as he was in earnest praye Sr, lying prostrate Sav his face before 
_the Lord, he had a vie w, by faith, of our Saviour hanging and 

bleeding on the cross, and at the same time, he og were 
applied with power to his heart : - the 


rs ale 
“ Seiz’d by the ih of sinful men, Mie 92 
I see Christ bound, and bruis’d, and slain : ee’, 
Tis done, the martyr dies ! or 
His life to ransom our’s, is given, ; 
And lo! the fiercest fire of heaven’ . at al 
Consumes the sacrifice. = cs 4 


“He suffers both from men and 1 God, 
He bears the universal load 
OF guilt and misery ! 
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He suffers to reverse our doom, 
; And lo, my Lord is here become 
The Bread of Life to me!” 


Now all his bonds were broken: he breathed a purer air, 
and was able to say with confidence, ‘ The life I now live in 
the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself forme.’ By means of this faith his soul was freed, 
and sin was put. under his feet. Knowing in whom he had 
believed, he could a in the Lord, and praise the God of 
his salvation. 

11. About this time Mr. Fletcher addressed an epistle to his 
brother, in which he gives a further description of the change 
that had taken place in his own mind, in the following words : 

_“T speak from experience. Ihave been successively deluded 
by al those desires, which I here so sincerely reprobate ; and 
sometimes I have been the sport of them all at once. This 
will appear incredible, except to those who have discovered, 
that the heart of unregenerate man is nothing more than a 
chaos of obscurity, and a mass of contradictions. If you have 
any acquaintance with yourself, you will readily subscribe to this 
description of the human heart: and if you are without this 
acquaintance, then rest assured, my dear brother, that whatever 
your pursuit may be, you are as far from true happiness, as the 
most wretched of men. The meteor you are following still 
flies before you ; 5 frequently it disapp ears, and never shows itself 
but to allure you to the brink of some unlooked-for precipice. 

“Every unconverted man must necessarily come under one 
or other of the following descriptions; He is either a volup- 
iuary, a worldly-minded person, or Pharisaical philosopher ; or, 
perhaps, like myself, he may be allot these at the same time: 
and, hat eel ire extraordinary, he may be so, not only 
without believing, but even without once suspecting it. Indeed, 
nothing is more common among men, than an entire blindness, 
to their own real characters. How long have I placed my hap- 
piness in mere chimeras! How often have I grounded my vain 
hopes upon imaginary foundations? I have been constantly 
employed in framing designs for my own felicity ; but my dis- 
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appointments have been as frequent and various as my pro- 
jects. In the midst of my idle reveries, how often have I said 
to myself, ‘Drag thy weary feet but to the summit of yonder 
eminence, a situation beyond which the world has nothing to 
present more adequate to thy wishes, and there thou shalt sit 
down ina state of repose.” On my arrival, however, at the 
spot. proposed, a sad discovery has taken place:—The whole 
scene has appeared more barren than the valley I had quitted; 
and the point of happiness, which I lately imagined it possible 
to have touched with my finger, has nprenies itself at a greater 
distance than ever. > 

“ If hitherto, my dear brother, you have: beguiled yourself 
with prospects of ‘the same visionary nature, never expect to be 
more successful in your future;pursuits. One labour will only 
succeed another, making way for continual — Aiscontadiy and 
chagrin.. Open your heart, and there you will discover ‘the 
source of that painful inquietude, to which, by your own con- 
fession, you have been longa prey. Examine its secret recesses, 
and you will discover there sufficient proofs of the following 
truths,—The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
The thoughts of man’s heart are only evil, and that continually. 
The natural man understandeth not the things of’ the Spirit of 
God. On the discovery of these and other important truths, 
you will be convinced | that man is an apostate fe, composed 
ofa sensual, rebellious body, and a soul immersed in pride, self- 
love, and ignorance : nay more, you will perceive it a physical 
impossibility, that man should ever become truly “happy, till 
he is cast, as it were, into a ae mould, and created a second 
time. | a ia . 

« For my own part, when’ “fnpbbegin +See ae, I saw, 
I felt that man is an undefinable animal ; partly of a bestial, and 
partly of an infernal nature.—This discovery | shocked my self- 
love, and filled me with the utmost horror. » I endeavoured, for 
‘some time, to throw a palliating disguise over the wretchedness 
of my condition; but the i impression it had already made upon 
my heart was too deep to be erased. It was to no purpose that 
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i-reminded myself of the morality of my conduct. It was in 


vain, that I recollected: the many encomiums that had been 
passed upon my early piety and virtue. And it was to little 
avail, that I sought to cast a mist before my eyes by reasonings 
like these—If conversion implies a total change, who ‘has been 
converted in these days? Why dost thou imagine thyself worse 
than thou really art? Thou art a believer in God, and in 
Christ : thou art a Christian: thou hast injured no person; thou 
art neither a drunkard nor an adulterer: thou hast discharged 
thy duties, not only in a general way, but with more than ordi- 
nary exactness : thou art a strict attendant at church: thou art 
accustomed to pray more regularly than others, and frequently 
with a good degree of fervour.’ Make thyself perfectly easy. 
Moreover, Jesus Christ has suffered’for thy sins, and his merit 
will'su ply every thing that is lacking on thy part. 
‘Tt was by reasonings of this nature, that I endeavoured to 
conceal from myself the deplorable state of my heart: and lam 
ashamed, my dear brother ; I repeat it, I am ashamed, that I 
suffered myself'so long to be deluded by the artifices of Satan, 
and the devices of my own’heart. God himself has invited me, 
a cloud of apostles, prophets, and martyrs, have exhorted me, 
and my conscience, animated by those sparks of grace which 
are latent i in every breast, has urged me to enter in at the strait 
gate, but, n vithstanding all this, a subtle tempter, a deluding 
world, and a ‘ived heart, have constantly turned the balance, 
for above these twenty years, in favour ‘of the broad way. [have 
passed the most lovely part of my life in the service of these 
tyrannical masters, and am ready | to declare, i in the face of the 
universe, that all my reward | eg sisted in disquietude and 
oh 


remorse. Happy had f been d listened to the earliest 
invitations’ of grat Bags 9 their iron yoke from off 
my neck !”, eG pie ' om 


12. From this fe and fears, his desires and pur- 
suits, were totally changed.*’ From the heights of self-exalta- 
tion, ‘he’ sunk into the he se of self-abhorrence : and from 


x» ae g se : Sy 
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shining in the foremost ranks of the virtuous, he placed himself 
ona level with the chief of sinnerse Conviction made way for 
unfeigned repentance, and repentance laid a solid foundation for 
Christian piety. His sorrow for sin was succeeded by a consci- 
ousness of the Almighty’s favour, and the pangs of remorse 
gave way to the joys of remission... Believing on Jesus, as the 
Scripture hath said, he found in hima well of consolation spring- 
ing up into everlasting life. All his wanderings were, at once, 
happily terminated, his doubts were removed, his tears were dried ~ 
up, and he began to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. His 
conversion was not imaginary, but real. It not only influenced 
his sentiments but extended to his conduct. Whom he had 
found a Saviour, he determined to follow as a guide: and so 
unalterable was this determination, that from the very hour in 
which it was formed, it is not known that he ever cast a 
look behind him. A cloud of witnesses are ready t ; 
that from his earliest acquaintance with the truths of the Gospel, 
he contmued to,walk worthy of his high vocation, growing in 
grace, and adorning the doctrine of God our Sovigur in all 
things. a 
13. From this period of his life he hectine truly exemplary 
for Christian piety. He walked cheerfully, as well as valiantly, 
in the ways of God. He closely followed his Master, denying 
himself, and taking up his cross daily, And thinking he had not 
leisure in the day for the great work which he™ in hand, he 
made it an invariable rule | 0 sit up two whole nights in a week. 
These he dedicated to reading, meditation, and prayer, in order 
to enter more deeply ito that communion with the Father and 
the Son, which was his delight. _ Meantime he lived entirely on 
vegetable food, and for some time on bread with milk and water. 
Indeed one reason of his doing this. was, that being threatened 
with a consumption in his early days, he had been advised by a 
physician to live on vegetables, and he’ now the more readily 
complied with the advice, because, by this mean, he avoided 
dining with the company at Mr. Hill’s table. Mrs. Fletcher 
observes, that besides watching the two whole nights every 
week, just mentioned, his custom was never to sleep till he 
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could no longer keep awake, and that therefore he always took 

a candle and book with him to bed. This imprudence had 

once almost cost him his life, if the calamity had stopped there, 

which it is probable it would not. For one night, being over- 
come with sleep before he put out his candle, he dreamed that 
his curtain, pillow, and cap, were all on fire, but went out with- 
out doing him any harm. And truly so it was. For in the 
morning the curtain, pillow, and part of his cap, as also of the 
hymn-book, inwhich he had been reading, were found burnt. 

‘The hymn-book, in part burnt, Mrs. Fletcher has in her posses- 

sion now. Not a hair, however, of his'‘head was singed. A 

wonderful proof this, indeed, of God’s care of his people, and 

that his angel encampeth round about them that fear him. 

* “None ean doubt,” as Mr. Wesley observes, “whether these 
\stefities were well intended. But it seems, they were not 
well judged. It is probable they gave the first wound to an 
excellent constitution, and laid the foundation of many infirmi- 
ties, which nothing but death could cure.?? Indeéd he seems 
afterward to have been fully apprized of his error in this 
respect, remarking once to Mrs. Fletcher, when conversing 

_ with her about mortification, that if he had that time to spend 
again, he would not act in the same manner cither with regard 

»to meat or sleep. “I have sometimes observed,” added he 
“ that when the ody i is brought low, Satan gains an advantage 
over the soul. It is certainly our duty to take all the care we 
can of our health, But, at that’ time, I did not seem to feel the 
want of the sleep I deprived myself of.” 
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CHAPTER Ill. 


' From his Conversion to his taking Orders, and entering upon 
the Work of the Mimstry. 


* Ir was not long after he had himself feli the powers of the 
world to come, that he was pressed in spirit to exhort others to 
seck after the same blessing.. And he was the more strongly 
excited to this, by seeing the world all around him lying in wick- 
edness. Being deeply sensible of the goodness of God on the one 
hand, and of the misery of —— on the other, he found an 
earnest longing + 


‘* To pluck poor brands out of the fire, ate 
To snatch them from the verge of hell.” 


This he “began to do a considerable time before he was 
admitted into holy. orders: - And even his first labours of love 
were far from being in vain. For though he was by no means 
perfect in the English tongue, particularly with regard to the 
pronunciation of it; yet the earnestness with which he spoke, 
‘(seldom to be found in English preachers) and the unspeakably» 
tender affection to the poor, undone sinners, which breathed in 
every word and gesture, drew multitudes of people to hear him: 
and by the blessing of God, his word made so deep an impres- 
sion on their hearts, that very few went empty away. 

2. From this time, till he took the direct care of souls, he 
used to be in London during the: sitting of the Parliament, and 
the rest of the year at Tern-hall, (as it was then called) instruct- 
ing the young gentlemen. Every Sunday, when in the country, 
he attended the parish church at Atcham. But when the ser- 
vice was ended, instead of going home in the coach, which was 
always ready, he usually took a solitary walk by the Severn 
side, and spent some time in meditation and prayer. A pious 
domestic of Mr. Hill, having frequently observed him, one Sun- 
day desired leave to walk with him, which he constantly did 
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from that times » ‘The account which he (Mr. Vaughan lately 
living in London), gave of Mr. Fletcher, when Mr. Wesley’s 
edition of his life. was published; is as follows: “ ‘It. was our 
ordinary custom, when the church service was over, to retire 
into the. most eet ae or mgason, where. we foanenily 


A bthteeshopuy seaso } 


* wrestlings ‘with God, b exercises oe; faith and ae as sgace 
not known in any 01 é ever | since. ‘ ‘The consolations which we 


then. received ‘from God, induced us. to appoint: two. or three 
“nights i in the.week, when | we dul ly 1 met, after his, pupils were 
asleep. We met alee on Sundays, between four and 
* five in the morning. Sometimes I stepped into, his study on 
‘other Sate _Agzarely saw any book before. him, besides . 
the Bible and Christian, Pattern. And, he owas. seldom i in. any 
other company, unless when necessary b business roatired, besides 
thake at the unworthy wri tor of thi ; 


ae? 


3... When he was the ‘country, he oe, to visit an n officer . 
fe se, at-Atchaen 40 b be instructed in singin On my de- 
siring him to give me some account “of. what he. -ollected con- 
cerning Mr. Fletcher, he answered thus As to. that ‘man of 

Mr. Flete her, it is but. ittle. that i ‘remember of him; it 
being above nine and twent years since. the last time I saw him. 


‘But this J L we rem ember, his. conversation v with me was always 
7) 00 wise to suffer. any of his pre- 
Vo - en: there was company 
to dine at Mr. Hill’s, he freque ath ly retired into. the garden, and 
seeyislgtied 9 ona piece of bread, and a few bunches. of 
currat ed, i in y his whole manner of living, he was_a pat- 
tern of abstemiousness. ie Meantir how ara was: his sweet- 
é nes sof te: and - hea venly-mi ind edness! » I never saw it 
equalled in any. one. ° How oftepggben I. “parted. with him at 
Tem-hall, have I his eyes and h hand ds. lifted up:to. heaven, to 
implore a blessing upon ney with our and devoutness un- 
equalled by any I I ever ow ba beli e he has not left 
in this land, or pesbaps in any other, one lum inary like himself. 
¥ conclude, wishing this Jight ‘may so. be held up, that many 

in 
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may see the glory thereof, and be transformed into¥its like- 
ness. May you and [, and all that love. the Lord ids 
Christ, be partakers of that holiness, which was" so conspicuous 
in him! CRO eo 4 5 lll 
4. “ Our interviews for singing and, ‘conversation, onus 
Mr. Vaughan, who was often present on ' these occasions,) were’, 
seldom. concluded without prayer. — Tn whi ich 
ly: joined by her who is now my wife, (then a, servant in the fa- ye 
mily,)as hkewise by a poor widow in the willage,. who had — 
also known the power of God spato ‘salvation, and who died 
some | years since, praising God with. her latest breath. These’ 
were the only. persons in the country, whom he. chose’ for his’ 
familiar. friends, But.he sometimes walked over to, Shrews- 
fe ata Sey or tes Appleton : as “ig now 


hood, that were upon “sieht be 55 and PD a other p person 
could dena perliigacang even. ret off - = 
aes eee 
iG About. this time his “athe died, as appears by the fol- 
lowing letter, addnegsedatos oa ‘Haw ards of London, ? 
to whose care, as a leader, he, was ommitted, when he was 
first received’ ‘into the Methodist So Society in it gly It is, 
dated Tern, Octaens 19, 1756. ah Nib: ~ A; | 
Ay. Pa i m" 
feet Dearest Brother, 
or “This is to let ou know, that re be the Lord) I am 
very well in OES, pretty well in soul :- —But T have very 
few friends h ere,,and God has been pleased to take a 
the chief of wnt few e. 7 st. comfor table death. _ And 
t aged father is gone the’ way + ft a 
Heh: but, q mcrae ciheurnsianses of his death mole 
ample amends for the SOrroy ich, I felt. For ee 
‘T have ovritten to. him with’ aD ech freedom as IT a a 
done to a son, thougl hot e rh fect as I wished. 


But lastepring. God visited, him wi a severe illness, which 
brought him to a sense of himself. Gwe a deep re- 
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pentazice, ‘he died about ‘a month ago in the full assurance of 
faith. This ‘has put” several of my friends on thinking se- 
riously, which affords’ me great cause of thankfulness. I am 
your: = 4 eae Brother and. servant in the Lord, 
igh: Le Syme" ~ Joun Frercuer.” 
aa eds SES ny his i ae ens 
6. During the ary ‘part of’his residence in’ England, it is 
~ uncertain whether‘he ‘entertained any thoughts of entering ‘into 
holy orders, though he dili ently" prosecuted those» studies 
which are ‘generally ropandldes preparatory to ‘sucha’ step. 
It'is most probable, that he had formed no design of this na- 
ture, till this, the second year of his continuance at Tern-hall, 
in Shropshire ; when he became acquainted with. the power of 
true religion, » ‘et ae that important change of heart, 
which has © been before described. Receiving at" that timie an 
inesti nable talent from the hat | of God, he résolved, like a 
wise and faithful servant, to negle ect nothing that might conduce 
to the duel shiftonadi ied? it; a nd from that. tsperiod it became 
his grand ‘inquiry, What shall T render unto the Lord for all the 
ts that he hath dont unto'r me f ‘No service “appeared too 
. to be undertaken, nor “any “sacrifice too valuable 
sy return, ns the signal favours conferred upon 
ie eR ee ct jer 
{service could he render, or ‘what sacrifice could 


r Patiaauy? indeed, Bed cite to 
open vélre him a passage to the most important labours ; ; and 
an entire consecration ‘of his united powers to this momentous 
work, he eonside ed as the richest oblation he could make to 

the Father, me cies. Buta Saat of fears” respecting his 

“ on unworthiness, “prever ted ‘him’ from: immediately offering 
this sacrifice, or hastily tering upon this work. He trembled 

at the idea. ‘of running before he ‘was sent, and dréaded en- 
gaging ima warfare at his own pe He believed himself un- 
furnished for the ities of the office to w hich he’ aspired. And 
though he considered t .¢ inclinatior ot his heart | as an internal 
call fo the sor heontthe church, yet he: judged it necessary to 
et 
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tarry till that call should be ‘confirmed, if n ot by “some pio- 
vidential opening, at least bes the approbation of his Christian 
friends. » 
8. The Rev. Mr. Wesley was one, whom, stack Stnetephe 
consulted on this occasion. To, hint he now addressed the fol- 


lowing letter : syne sa 
« % sere . Bs . cea 
“ Rev. Sir, Pern) Nov: 24, 1756. 


~& As T look upon you as my silinal al guide ‘and | cannot doubt 
of your patience to hear, and your experience toanswer a ques- 
tion proposed by one “of four people, T freely: lay my Case be- 
fore you. Since TP came to England I have been called out- 
wardly three times to g0 into orders; but upon P ahi 4 to God, 
that if those’ ‘calls weré not from hin they might come to 
nothing, something always” blasted the designs of my friends ; 
and in this Ihave often’ admired the goodness of God, who 
prevented | my rushing into that important -employment, as the 
horse into the battle. I’ ever was so thankful for this favour, 
as I have been since I heard the Gospel i in its” purity. Before 
T was afraidy 1 but now I trembled to méddle with holy things ; 
and resolved to work out my salvation privately, without en- 
gaging in a way of life, which required s so much mére grace and 
gifts than I was conscious I possessed. Yet from time to time, 
I felt warm ‘and strong desires to cast myself and my ‘inability 
on the Lord, if T should be called any more, knowing that he 
could help’ me, ‘and show his ‘strength’ in my weakness: and 
these desires \ were increased, by some little success, which at- 
tended my exhortations and letters to my friends. a 
©) think it hecessary to let you know, ‘Sit, that my j pation 
often desired | me ‘to take orders, and said he would ‘soon help 
me toa living; to which I ‘coldly ¢ answered, T was not fit, and 
that besides, I did not know how to get a title. Things abit 
in that state, ‘when about six weeks ago, a SHE iar Eh { 
hardly knew, offered me a living, which im all probability, will 
‘be vacant soon; and a a clergyman | ‘Tnever spoke to, gave me of 
his own acto ane title of curate to « ‘one of his livings. Now, 
Sir, the question which I beg you to ‘décide is, Whether I miust 
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and canmake use of that title to get into orders? For with 
respect to the. living, were it vacant, I have no mind to it; 
‘because I think I could preach with more fruit in my naive 
country, and in my own tongue. 
__ “Tam in suspense : on one’ side, my heart tells me I must 
iry, and tells me:so, whenever I feel any degree of the love of 
God: and man ; on the other, when I examine whether I am fit 
for it, I so plainly see my want of gifts, and especially, of that 
saul of all the labours of a minister, Love,’ continual, universal, 
flaming LOVE, ‘that ‘my confidence disappears : I accuse myself 
of pride to dare’ to. entertain the desire of supporting one day 
“the ark ‘of God, and conclude that an extraordinary punishment 
~ will, ‘sooner or later, overtake my rashnesss.. As I am in both 
» of thes e frames successively, I must own, Sir, Ido not see which 
6 two ways: before me, I can take with safety ; ; and shall 
- gladly be ruled-by yous because, I trust God will direct you in 
- giving me the advice you think will best conduce to his glory, 
a which is. the < ‘only. thing I would have in view in. this affair. 
. [know how precious your time is, and desire no long answer :— 
Persist: or Forbear, will satisfy and influence, Rev. Sir, your 
a ths ye Og get 
in Pee a ihaltiees Ak AY ea | : a i J. FY 
roWe er? informed wiint answer Mr. ‘Wesley returned 
is oye letters. We can have no doubt, however, but that he 
; encouraged him to proceed i in his design ; and that Mr. Gilpin 
is perfectly right when he obseryes, that “a discovery of his 
' sentiments was no sooner made, but many honourable elders in 
- the househol d of God, who had discernment enough to distin- 
-guish ‘the | race that. was in “him, and how admirably he was 
r fitted for t Sra an evangelist, rejoiced over him as a faith- 
ful labourer already hired into the vineyard of Christ. They 
not only ratified his internal-call to the holy ministry, by their 
. unanimous ap] robation, but earnestly solicited him to obey that 
call without any farther delay. Meanwhile the word of the Lord 
_ Was as fire aera ever struggling for vent, and not ane 
i , - 


oe! tar 


46 {HE LIFE OF © 


quently breaking forth, as occasion offered, in public reprool, 
i i and prayer. nk eS Pai eae 


0. “In this state he cota for about thé: space “of two - 


years, not wholly determined what course. he should pursue, but 
patiently waiting to hear what the Lord God’ would say con- 
cerning him. And during this season, he was much occupied 


in making a diligent preparation for the service of the altar, 


that, if ever he should be called to $0 honourable ‘an employ- 


ment, he might go forth throughly furnished to every good work. ~ 
The chief objects of _ his rl sacred knowledge = 


Christian purity ; in both of which ne madé | an uncommon | pro- 


ficiency, surpassing many who had studied for that knowledge, . 


and struggled for that purity, through the - greater part of their 


life. By his private exercises he was fitted for public. Tabours, 
and by the holy discipline, to which he submitted himself’ with- 
out any reserve, he was trained to spiritual eminence in the 
school of Christ. ' To those who perfectly knew ‘him~in this 
state of sere he appeared as a ‘ polished. shaft, hid indeed 


for a season in the quiver of his Lord, yet ready for immediate 


service, and prepared to fly in any appointed direction. 
11. “He was not without promises of preferment in the 
church : but these served rather to retard, than to- hasten his 


entrance into it. Having a sacrifice to perform, and nota for- _ 


tune to secure, he was fearful lest “his. intention should be de- 


based by views of an interested nature. At length, his humble 


reluctance was overcome, and, after the most mature delibera- 
tion, he’solemnly determined to offer. himself a ‘candidate for 
holy orders. And to this solemn. determination he was urged 
by the increasing force of two powerful, motives, gratitude and 
benevolence ; gratitude to God impelled him to ok the name 


of his great’ Benefactor, and bear public testimony o the word 


of his grace ; “while ‘benevolence towards his fellow creatures 
incited him to spend and be spent, in promoting their best 
interests.—Constrained by these’ sacted motives, he publicly 
dedicated himself to the work of the holy ministry in the year 
1757, when he received deacon’s orders on Sunday, 1 March a 
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ag and 1 ipvignta Biers 0 on the following Sunday, from the 
s of. the bebee of Pavey ‘in the Chapel Aaya at 
CS*Se ® gee hake *d ; seit, 

e day, that he was ‘ordained a priest,?? says Mr. 
Ws » “being in informed that Thad. no one to assist me at 
est-street chapel, he came away as.soon as ever the ordina- 

’ ee vas over, and assisted me in the: administration of the 
ord’s Supper.. He w was now doubly diligent in. preaching, not 

only i in the chapels at Wes eeatets and Spitalfields, but wherever 
the providence of God opened « a door to proclaim. the eyerlast- 
Bo) Spey ne ‘his he ae did, ‘not only in English, but 
s French, ra orate “fs sbieh. Pe was 


write to you efore Mrs. Wesley had ask ada me, 

hat I rte ar emembrancer within, but rather an 
i There i is _generally upon my heart such a 
mea Hd, sometimes: ‘dare hardly open 
ile d think it. an. unspeakable 
‘one, who | has recovered something of the 
incere ely. seeks | a it. Is ‘it possible that 
| Id hay ve. th e privilege to. converse 
ed wit the. blood | of my Lord! 

u ds 1 and. fills my eyes with tears 
he tt what distance _ I must see. 


> 0 v wt ne least of your chil- 

‘a nd 1 ra rem er within suffices to make me 

: : 1e Pree wo sms ign nghanpity to bear. 

r 1 ve Tiagpere an increase of praying 
1K but we pray the righteous hath great 
saan apne ON bel Yo, ll must tend to 


de 
ye 


Pi 
Feo 
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He must, and certainly will come at the time appointed ;, for he 
is not. Blick; as some men count slackness ess ; and although: he, 
would have all to. come to repentance, yet. he has not. forgot to. 
be true and just. Only he will come. with. more mercy, ‘and 
will increase the light that shall be at evening-tide, according to . 
his promise in Zech, xiy. 7. i should rather think, fo the 
‘visions are not yet plainly disclosed ; and that the day and year, 
“in which the Lord will begin to mann te his arm openly, are, 
still concealed from us, 

“JT must say of Mr. Walsh, as he o said to me concerning 
God, ‘I wish I could attend him. every, where, as pelle 2 did 
Elijah.’ But since the will of God c calls me from him, I must. 
submit, and drink the cup prepared for me. I cs ye not seen 
him, unless for a few moments, three or four t times before divine_ 
service.—We must meet at thesthrone of grace, or-meet but 
seldom. O lien will the, communion, of. saints be complete ! 
Lord, hasten the time, and et me have a place among them 
that love thee, and love one another in sincerity. 

“I set out in two days for the country. . oO may 1 he faithful! te 
harmless hke a dove, wise like a ‘serpent, ; and. bold asa lion for. 
the common cause! O Lord, do hot forsake me! Stand by the. 
weakest of thy servants, and enable thy children to. foes. with | Li . 
me, and wrestle with thee m my behalf. «0 bear with me, dear 
Sir, and give me your blessing every day, and the Lord will 
return it to. you seven-fold. i am, Rey, and gent Sir, your . 


unworthy-servant, Wis ane alike tue * ol . 
x5 abasic? aap . a hi J. F 99 
2 *Y Dv melee ae ols 
t s ‘Se Hey ee 


14, In lacoatate dire eke. it seems, from. sg ae “of ‘his 
going into the country, he had an opportunity. of. "preaching. 
This, according to Mr. Vaughan, penrtpe by Mr. ‘Wesley, was. 
on the 19th of June. following. Ms SAMs | text was” James Ae 4 A. 
(a very bold beginning!) Ye adulterers and. adulteresses,. Knot 
ye not that the friendship of this world-is enmity against God ’ 
The congregation stood amazed, and gazed upon him as if he 
had been a monster. _ ia to me. pete asa ho cetind 
sent from heay ents v4 ae . 


es 


i. 


- 
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“Tt was not Bt pcbcoas me. V. “that he was invited 
again to preach ‘in Atcham church. But he was invited to 
preach in several other churches in the neighbourhood ; as at 
Wroxeter, and afterward at the Abbey church in Shrewsbury, 
| having preached twice before in St. Alkmonds in that’ town. 
But not being yet perfect in the English tongue, he wrote down 
all-the sermons hé delivered in churches. But I doubt whether — 
he. preached above ‘six times in the six months which he spent 
in the country. On my telling him, I wished he had more op- 
’ portunities of preaching in this unenlightened part of the land, 
he answered, ‘ The will of God be done: I am in his hands. 
And if he do‘not call me'to so much public duty, I have-the 
more time for study, prayer, and praise.’”? 

15. On this subject he signified his mind in the following letter, 
written at this time to his friend Mr. Edwards before mentioned. 

“JT thank you for your “encouraging observations; I want 
them, and use them by the grace of God. When I received 
your’s I had not had one opportunity of preaching: so incensed 
_ were all the clergy against me. One, however, let me have the 

use of his church, the Abbey church at Shrewsbury. I preached 
in the forenoon with some degree of the demonstration of the 
Spirit. The congregation was. very numerous: and I believe 
one half, at least, desired to hear me again. But the minister 
would not let me have the pulpit any more. The next Sunday 
the minister of a neighbouring parish lying a dying, I was sent 
for to officiate for him. He died,a few days after, and the chief 
man in the parish offered to make interest that I might succeed 
him. But I could not consent. The next Sunday I preached 
at Shrewsbury again, but in another church. The next day I 
get out for Bristol, and was much refreshed among the bre- 
thren. As I returned, I called at New-Kingswood, about sixteen 
miles from Bristol. ‘The minister offering me his church, I 
preached / a numerous congregation, gathered on half an 
hour’s notice. I think the seed then sown will not be lost.” 
16. In the spring of this year (1758) we find him in London, 
from whence he wrote as follows, to Mrs. Glynne, of Shrews- 
bury, the pious lady of his ; - brits before mentioned, His 


; 
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letter is dated April 18, and is here inserted to show the. ature of 
his mind at this time. 5 . : 
e 


“ Madam, 

“ As it is never too late to do what multiplicity of business, 
rather than forgetfulness, has forced us to defer, 1 am not 
= “ashamed, though after some months, to use the liberty you gave 
“me, to inquire after the welfare of your soul ; and that so much 
the more, as | am conscious I have not Een. you at the 
throne of grace. O, may my petitions have reached heaven, © 
and forced from thence, at least, some drops of those spiritual 
showers of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
which I implore for you. 

“ Though I trust the unction from above hy you all 
things needful to salvation, and especially the necessity of con- 
tinuing instant in prayer. p nd watching thereunto with all per- 
severance ; yet, I thir ny. duty, to endeavour to add wae 
to your desires after holiness, by enforcing them with mine. © 
were I but clothed with all the righteousness of Christ, my 
prayers would avail much ; and the lukewarmness of my bre- 
thren would not i increase my guilt, as being myself an instance of 
that coldness of love, which puts me upon interceding for them. 

“ Though I speak of Jukewarmness, I do not accuse you, 
Madam, of having given way to it; on the contrary, it is my 
duty, and the joy of my heart, to cone that you stir up more 
and more the gift of God, which is in you; that the evidences of 
your interest in a bleeding Lord become clearer every day ; 
that the love of Christ constrains you more and more to deny 
yourself, take up your cross in all things, and follow him 
patiently, through bad and good report: in a word, that con- 
tinually leaving the things which are behind, you stretch forward, 
through sunshine or daskness, toward the prize of your high call- 
ing in Jesus Christ,— Mean a heart age of ie and filled 
with all the Sulness ” God. 

“ T have often thought of you, Madam, it in reading the letters 
of a lady,* who was a chi a id an eminent Christian, not 
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to say one of the brightest lights that God has raised since the 
Tate revival of godliness. The reproach of Christ was her 
crown of rejoicing, ‘his cross her continual support, his followers 
her nearest companions, his example the pattern of her conversa- 
tion. She lived a saint, and died an angel. Each one of her 
letters may be a pattern for Christian correspondents, by the 
siniplicly, edification, and love, they breathe in every line. O 
when shall I write as she did! seen my heart shall be as full 
of God as her’s was. 
By se May the Lord enable you to walk in her steps, and 
grant me to see you shining’ among the humble loving Maries 
of this age, as she did but a few months ago. Her God is our 
God: the same Spirit that animated her is waiting at the door 
of our hearts, to cleanse them and fill them with his conso- 
lations, if we will but exclude. the world, and let him in. 
Why should we then give way te de spondency, and refuse to 
cherish that lively hope, which a any one has, he will purify 
himself even as God is pure? Take | courage then, Madam, 
- and consider, that the hour of self-denial and painful wrest- 
ling with God, will be short, and the time of victorious recom- 
pense as long as eternity itself.—May the Lord enable you and 
me to consider this well, and to act accordingly. 

“T conclude, by commending you to the Lord, and to the 
word of his grace, and recommending myself to your prayers, 
Tam, Madam, your ge a servant for’ Christ’s sake, 

a J.B” 


a 


17. This year there were many French prisoners on ‘their 
parole, at Tunbridge. Mr. Fletcher being desired to preach 
to them in their own language, he readily complied. Many 
of them appeared to be: deeply affected, and earnestly re- 
quested that he would preach to them every Lord’s day. 
But some “advised them first, to] present a petition to the 
bishop of London for leave. They ena’ ‘so, and (who would 
believe it?) the good bishop pendlaporly rejected their pe- 
tition! An odd incident. followed. A few months after, the 
bishop died of a cancer in his mouth. “ Perhaps,” says Mr. 
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Wesley, “some may think this was a just wetishiettoin for silen- 
cing such a prophet on such an occasion! J am not ashamed 
to acknowledge this is my own sentiment; and I do not think 
it any breach of charity to suppose, that an action so unworthy 
of a Christian bishop had its punishment i in this world.” 

When he returned from London, in the same year, he 
~ was more frequently invited to preach in several of >the neigh- 
bouring churches. And before his quitting the country, he 
gave his friend a few printed papers to distribute, entitled, 
“ A Christmas-box for Journeymen and Apprentices.”? This is. 
mentioned the rather, because it is a ea it was the first thing 
“which he ever published. 


18. In the spring of the next year he was again in London, 


and in the same humble and self-diffident state of mind, as 


22, 1759. 


* My dear Sir, . 

“You left me without permitting me to say, Farewell; but 
that shall not hinder me from wishing you a good journey,-and 
I flatter myself, that you are in the habit of returning my 
prayers. 

“Since your departure, I have lived more than ever like a 
hermit. It seems to me that | am an unprofitable weight upon 
the earth. I want to hide myself from all. I tremble when 
the Lord favours me with a sight of myself ; I tremble to 
think of preaching only to dishonour God. To-morrow I 
preach at West-street with all the feelings of Jonah: O would 
to God I might be attended with success! If the Lord shall, 
im any degree, sustain my weakness, I shall consider — 
as indebted to your prayers. / 

A proposal has lately been made to me, to acolilipany Mr. 
‘Nathaniel Gilbert to the West-Indies. J have weighed the 
matter; but on one hand I feel that I have neither sufficient 
zeal, nor grace, nor talents, to € ose myself to the tempta- 
tions and labours of a mission in the West-Indies; and on 
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the other, I believe, that if God call me thither, the time is not 
yet come. I wish to be certain that I am converted myself, 
before I leave my converted brethren to convert heathens. 
Pray let me know what you think of this business; if you con- 
demn me to put the sea between us, the command would be a 
hard one ; but I might, possibly, prevail on myself to give you 
that proof of the deference I pay to your judicious advice. 
- “T have taken possession of my little hired chamber. There 
ol have outward peace, and I wait for that which is within. I was 
this morning with Lady Huntingdon, who salutes you, and unites 
“with me to say, that we have need of you to make one in our 
threefold cord, and to beg you will hasten your return, when 
Providence permits,. Our conversation was deep, and full of 
the energy of faith on the part of the Countess ; as to me, I sat 
‘like ith at the feet of Gam é 


J. Fierousr.’’ 


The second was written in Ane Plowing, and in this his. 
words are, “ With an heart bowed down with grief, and eyes 
bathed with tears, occasioned by our late heavy loss, I mean the 
death of Mr. Walsh, I take my pen to pray you to intercede for . 
me. What! that sincere, Jaborious, and zealous servant of God! 
Wasvhe saved only as by fire, and was not his prayer heard till 
the twelfth hour was just expiring? O where shall I appear, I 
who am an unprofitable servant! Would to God my eyes were 
fountains of water to weep for my sins! Would to God I might 
pass the rest of my days in crying, Lord, have mercy upon me ! 

Ail is vanity—grace, talents, labours, if we compare them with 
the mighty stride we have to take from time into eternity! 
Lord, remember me now thou art in thy kingdom ! 

“T have preached and administered the sacrament at West- 
street sometimes in the holidays. May God water the poor 
seed I have sown, and give it: boone, ak though it be only 
in one soul! ! 

« ¥ haye lately seen so Sail weakness in my heart, both as a 
minister and a Christian, that I know not which is most to be 
pitied, the man, the believer, or the preacher. Could J, 
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at last, be truly humbled, and continue so always, 1 should esteera 
myself happy in making this discovery. I preach merely to 
keep the chapel open, until God shall send a workman ‘after 
us ‘own heart. Nos numeri sumus ;* this is almost all I can say 
of myself. If I did not know myself a little better than I did 
formerly, I should tell you that I had ceased altogether . from 
placing any confidence in my repentances,  &c, &c. but I see 
my heart is so full of deceit, that I cannot ih on my know- 


ledge of myself. 

“The day Mr. Walsh died, the Lord gave our brethren nae 
spirit of prayer and supplication ; and many unutterable groans 
were offered up for him at Spitalfields, where I was. Who 
shall render us the same kind office? Is not our hour near? 

O my God, when thou comest, prepare us, and we shall be 
ready! You owe your children an elegy upon his death, and 
you cannot employ yours P : talents on a better subject. 


JE”? 


June Ist, he writes, “The Lord gives me health of body, 
and from time to time I feel strength in my soul. O when shall ~ 
the witness (meaning himself ):who is dead, arise! When shall 
the Spirit enter into him, and fill him with wisdom, with power, , 
and with love! Pray for me, and support my weakness as much 
as you can. Iam here Umbra procorpore.{ I preach as your 
substitute: come and fill worthily an office, of which I am 
unworthy. My pupils return to Cambridge on Monday, and 
the whole family sets out for Shropshire on the 11th. Shall I 
not see you before that time? I have rejected the offer of 
Dr. Taylor, and have no other temptations than those of a bad 
heart. That is enough, you will say: I grant it; but we must 
fight before we conquer. Pray that my courage may not fail 
Come, and the Lord come with you! Iam, &e.. 


*€ J.F F. 


19. Having retained ae London to Tern-hall, and being 
now less frequently called to pu ty, he enjoyed his beloved 


* | fill an empty space. + A shadow rather than a substance. 
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retirement, giving himself up to study, meditation, and prayer, 
and walking closely with God. Indeed his whole life was now a 
life of prayer; and opel was his mind fixed upon God, that 
he sometimes said, ‘I would not move from my seat without 
lifting up my heart: ‘to God.’ “Wherever we met,” says Mr. 
Vaughan, “if, we were alone, his first salute was, ‘Do I meet 


you praying?” ' And if we were talking on any point of divinity, 
when we were in the depth of our discourse, he would often 


_. break off abruptly, and ask, ‘ Where are our hearts now? If 
ever the misconduct of an absent person was mentioned, his 


usual reply was, ‘ Let us pray for him.” 

20. It appears, however, that he was not without painful 
temptations of a spiritual nature, in this state of retirement. In 
a letter to the Rev. Charles Wesley, dated July 19, of the same 

_year, he observes, “ Instead of a ologizing for my silence, I will 
simply relate the cause of it, re ; you to the remembrance 
of your own temptations for thai atience you must exercise 
towards a weak, tempted soul. This is, the fourth summer that 
I have been brought hither, in.a peculiar manner, to be tempted 
of the devil in a wilderness ; and I have improved so little by 
my past exercises, that [have not defended myself better than 
in the first year. » Being arrived here, I began to spend my time 

oe Thad determined, one part im prayer, and the other in medi- 
tation on the Holy Scriptures. The Lord blessed my devotions, 
and I advanced from conquering to conquer, leading every 
thought captive to, the. obedience. of Jesus Christ; when it 

pleased God to show me some of the folds of my Remit As t 
looked for nothing less than such a discovery, I was extremely 
surprised ; so much so, as to forget Christ: you may judge 
already what was the consequence. A spiritual languor seized 
en all the powers of my soul; and I suffered myself to be car- 
ried away quietly by a current, with the: popidity of which I was 
unacquainted. 


“ Neither doubt ee troubled me for a yan my 


temptation took another course. - Itappeared to me, that God 
would be much more glori 
tion. . It seemed altoget 


compatible with the holiness, the 


| by my y damnation, than my salva- 
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bid 


justice, and the veracity of the Supreme Being, to admit so 
stubborn an offender into his presence. I! could do ca . 
but stand astonished at the donaigs of God... > 

“Yesterday, however, as I sang one of your hymns, ‘the ied 
lifted wp my head, and commanded me to face my enemies. By 
his grace | am already conqueror, and I doubt not but I shall 
soon be more than conqueror. Although | ‘I deserve it not, . 
nevertheless, hold up my hands till all these Amalekites be put 
to flight. I am, &c. vas 

Ms FL? hoe 


. @ 


21. After his return to London, which was soon after, he still 
possessed the same spirit of contrition and self-abasement. 
{ must here observe, however, that this spirit, however com- 
mendable in the general, and mayest essential to true Christi-. 
anity, yet being ‘carried toe in his particular case, became, 
through the subtilty of Sat fan, a source of trial and discourage- 
ment to him. On the 14th of | September he writes to the same 
faithful and intimate friend, as follows : 


“‘ My dear Sir, ; 

“ Your last lines drew tears from my eyes +i cannot wait till 
your death, to beseech you to give me that benediction of which 
you speak. I conjure you, in the name of Christ, to give it me, 
when you read these lines, and to repeat it as often as you 
think of a poor brother, who-needs the prayers of every one; 
and who, cannot part with yours. ; " 

“T accept, with pleasure, the obliging prolt sal you make me 
for the approaching winter ; and I entreat you to consider it less 
as a proposal, than as an engagement into which you have 
entered, and of which I have a right to solicit the fulfilment. 
Permit me only to add to it one condition, whic to make our 
reading, &c. tend, as much as possbliage that poverty of spizit> 
which I so greatly need. 

“A few days ago, the Lord gave me two or three bee s on 
the subject of poverty of spirit, but alas! how have I forgotten 
them! I saw, I felt, that I was i rely void of wisdom and 


io 
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Yirtue. 1 was ashamed of myself, and I could say with a degree 
of feeling, which I cannot describe, Nil ago, nil habeo, sum nil ; 
in pulvere serpo.* I could then say, what Gregory Lopez was 
enabled to say’ at all times, ‘There is no man of whom I have 
not a better opinion than of myself.’ “I could have placed myself 
under the feet of the most atrocious sinner, and have acknow- 
ledged him for a saint in comparison of myself... If ever I am 
humble and patient, if ever I enjoy solid peace of mind, it must 
be in this very spirit. “Ah! why do I not. actually find these 
virtues? Because I am filled with self-sufficiency, and am pos 
sessed by that self-esteem, which blinds me, and hinders me 
from doing justice to my own demerits. O! pray that the 
Spirit of Jesus may remove these scales from my eyes for ever, 
and compel me to retire into my own nothingness. 

To what a monstrous idea had well nigh given birth! 
What! the labours of my ministry ou deserve a salary ! 
Alas! I have done nothing but dishonour God hitherto, and am 
not in a condition to do any thing else for the future! If then 
Iam permitted to stand in the courts of the Lord’s house, is it 
not for me to make an acknowledgment, rather than to receive 
one? If I ever receive any thing of the Methodist Church, it 
shall be only as an indigent mendicant receives alms, without 
which he would perish. ; - 

“Thave great need of your advice relative to the letters which © 
I receive one after another from my relations, who unite in their 
invitations to me, to return to my own country : one says, to 
settle my affairs there; another, to preach there; a third, to assist 
him to die, &c. They press me to declare whether I renounce 
my family, and the demands I have upon it; and my mother de- 
sires that I will at least go and see her; and commands me to 
do so in the strongest terms. What answer shall I make? If 
she thought as you do, I should write to her, ‘ Ubi Christiani, 
ibi patria ;1? ‘My mother, my brethren, my sisters, are those 
who do the will of my heavenly Father:’ but she is not in a 


ets 


# J do nothing, have nothir m nothing; I crawl in the dust. 
We wae 5 eA “ 5 
+ Where the Christians are, there ismy country. 
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state of tind tordigest such an answer: a mother is a mother 
long. On the other hand, I have no inclination to yield 
to their desires, which appear to me “merely natural ; for 
I shall lose precious time, and 1 incur expense : my presence is 
not absolutely necessary to my concerns; and. it is more proba- 
ble that my relations will pervert me to vanity and interest, than 
that I shall convert them to genuine Christianity. Lastly, I shall 
have no opportunity to exercise my ministry. Our Swiss minis- 
ters, who preach only once a week, will not look upon me with 
a more favourable eye than the ministers here ; and irregular 
preaching is impracticable, and would only cause me either te 
be laid in prison, or immediately banished from the country. 

“ How does your family do? May the Almighty be your de- 
fence day and night!” What he protects is well protected. 
Permit me to thank you. for the sentence from Kempis, with 
which you close your let ter, by returning to you another— 
‘You run no risk in ¢ onsidering yourself as the wickedest “si 
men ; but you are in danger if you ae yourself to any one.’ 
ian ee." 

Jn” 

22. With respect to the salary that had been offered him, a 
few weeks after he says, “I fear you did not rightly understand 
what I wrote about the proposal you made me at London. So 
far from making conditions, I feel myself unworthy of receiving 
them. » Be it what it may, I thank God that I trouble myself 
with no temporal things : my only fe: is hat of having toe 
much, rather than too little, of the things r necessary for life. I 
am weary of abundance. I could wish to be poor with my Sa- 
viour; and those whom he hath chosen to be wich in faith, ap- 
pear to me objects of envy in the midst of their wants. Happy 
should I be if a secret pride ‘of heart did not disguise itself 
under these appearances of humility ! ! Happy should I be, if 
that dangerous serpent did no t conceal himself under these 
sweet flowers, and feed on their j ices.” : 

‘The following paragraphs of | 
a place here, as they manifest s 
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mind, and his views of some important branches of experimen- 
tal religion in this early stage of his Christian course. “ Your 
silence began to make me uneasy, and your letter had well nigh 
made me draw my pen over one I had written to ask the cause 
of it. The Lord afflicts you; that is enough to silence every 
complaint ; and I will not open my mouth, except it be to pray 
the Lord to enable you and yours to bring forth those fruits of 
righteousness, which attend the trials of his children. Take 
care of yourself for the sake of the Lord’s little flock, and for 
me, who, with all the impatience of brotherly love, count every 
day till Ican have the pleasure of embracing you. 

“Tf 1 know any thing of true brotherly love, which I often 
doubt, it agrees perfectly well with the love of God, as the sounds 
of the different parts in music agree with each other. Their 
union arises from their just difference, , and they please so much 
the more as they appear the mor yposed. The opposition of 
sentiments between divine and vee rly love, together with the 
subordination of the latter, forms that delightful combat in the 
soul of a believer, termed by the apostle the being divided be- 
tween two, which concludes with a sacrifice of resignation, such 
as the natural man is incapable of. Your expression, ‘Spread 
the moral sense all o’er;’* gives me an idea of that charity which 
Iseek. The love of Gregory Lopez appears to me to have 
been too stoical.} ‘Ldo not discover in it that vehement desire, 
those tears of love, that ardour of seeing’ and possessing each 
other in the] bowels of Jesus Christ, which I find so frequently 
in the apistien of St. Fgul. If this sensibility be a failing, I do not 


wish to be exempt rom it. What is your opinion ? 
* sna a verse of thet! ifne ‘hymn, js 
want a. principle within if i, 
. Of jealous godly fear,” § 
: which ‘verse appeared in the former. editions | 
omitted in our large Hymn-Boc k. See P- 297. 
+ This is a just remark. Th e life of a hermit i is not the life of a ‘Christian, ma 
How much better do we answer the desig ms of our benevolent Master, when 
+ Ie Ader to all ourse! yes we give, : 


} 
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si», Te a ie anki 
P| Bed ONE, 


60 THE LIFE OF — 


*« When I was reading Telemachus with my pupils, I was 
struck with this expression—* He blushed to have been born 
with so little feeling for men, and to appear to them so inhu- 
man.” I easily applied the first part; and the son of Ulysses 
gave me an example of Christian repentance, which I wish te 
follow till my heart is truly circumcised. Send me some reme- 
dy, or give me some advice against this hardness of heart under 
which I groan. What you say about reducing a mother to de- 
spair, has made me recollect what I have’often thought, that the 
particular fault of the Swiss is to be without natural affection. 
With respect to that preference which my mother shows me 
above her other children, I see clearly that am indebted for 


_ almost all the affection she expresses for mein her letters, to 


my absence from her, which hinders her from seeing my faults: 
and I reproach myself severely, that “I cannot interest myself 
in her welfare as much | as i did in that of my deceased father. 
Iam, &c. “an 


J. F.” 


23. The reader must not suppose, however, that amidst the 
self-abasing thoughts which occupied his mind, and the contri- 
tion of spirit which he felt and manifested, he was devoid of 
confidence in God, of peace and consolation. Two days after 
we find him expressing himself in the following een lan- 
Buages in a letter to two pious women : 

*¢ My dear Sisters, ‘0 ag © 

“have put off writing to you, lest. the action of writing 
should divert my soul from the awful and delightful worship it is 
engaged in. But I now conclude shall be no loser if I invite 
you to love Him my soul loveth, to dread Him my soul dread- 
eth, to adore Him my soul adoreth. Sink with me, or rather 
let me sink with you befonay the throne of grace; and while 


_ cherubim veil their faces, and cry out in tender fear and exqui- 


site trembling, Holy! holy! holy! let us put our mouths in the 
dust, and echo back the solemn s und, Holy! holy! holy! Let 
us plunge ourselves into that | ocean of unity. Let us try to. 
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fathom the. depths of divine mercy; and, convinced of the im- 
possibility, of such an attempt, let us lose ourselves in them. Let 
us be comprehended by God, if we cannot .comprehend him. 
Let us be supremely happy in God. Let the intenseness of our 
happiness border on misery, because we can make him no re- 
turn. Let our heads become water, and our eyes fountains of 
tears—tiears of humble repentance, of solemn joy, of silent ad- 
‘miration, of exalted adoration, of raptured desires, of inflamed 
transports, of speechless awe. My God, and my all! ' Your 
God and yourall! Our God, and our all! Praise him; and 
with. our souls blended in one by divine love, let us with one 
mouth glorify the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,—our Father, 
~ who is over all, through all, and in us all. 
_ “T charge you before the Lord Jesus Christ, who giveth life, 
and more abundant life ; I entreat you, byall the actings of faith, 
the exertions of hope, the flames of love you ever felt, sink to 
greater. depths’ of self-abasing repentance, and rise to greater 
heights of Christ-exalting joy- And let him, who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly more than you can ask ‘or.think, carry on 
and fulfil in you the work of faith with power ; with that power 
whereby he subdueth all things tohimself. Be steadfast in hope, 
immoveable in patience and love, always abounding in the out- 
ward and inward labour of love, and receive the end of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. lam, &c. 
ent ttle ys apes Jagkt.”? 
_ Where: Mr. Fletcher was, when he os the ‘letter last 
ie is not certain ; ; it seems most probable, however, that he 
was at Tern. And if his friend, ‘Mr. ‘Vaughan, be right, it was 
about the close: of this summer that he was frequently desired, 
~ sometimes to assist, at other times to. perform the whole service 
for Mr. Chambers, then vicar. of f Madeley. - On these occasions 
it was that he contracted such an affection. for the people of 
_ Madeley, as nothing could hinder from increasing more and 
more to the day of his death. While he officiated at Madeley, 
as he still lived at the all, ten miles distant from it, a groom 
was ordered to gel a horse ready for hiva every Sunday morning. 


a 4 
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But so great was lis aversion for giving trouble to any one, that 
if the groom did not awake at the time, he seldom would suffer 
him to be called, but prepared the horse for himself. 

25. On the 15th of November the same year, Mr. Fletcher 
was again in London, where he had been at least eight or ten 
days. Here, as it appears from one of his letters to Mr. Charles 
Wesley, the Countess of Huntingdon had proposed to him to 
celebrate the communion at her house sometimes in a morning, 
and to preach when occasion offered. This proposal was not 
meant, however, to restrain his liberty of preaching, where he 
might have an invitation, ner to prevent his assisting Mr. Wes- 
ley, or preaching to the French refugees; but only to fill up 
his vacant time, till Providence should open a way for him else- 
where. 

“Charity, politeness, and reason,” says Mr. Fletcher, “ac- 
companied her offer; and I confess, in spite of the resolution 
which I had almost absolutely formed, to fly the houses of the 
great without even the exception of the Countess’s, I found my- 
self so greatly changed, that I should have accepted on the spot 
a proposal, which I should haye declined from any other mouth ; 
but my engagement with you (Mr, Charles Wesley) withheld 
me; and thanking the Countess, I told her, when I had reflect- 
ed on her obliging offer, I would do myself the honour of wait- 
ing upon her again. sel 

“ Nevertheless, two difigulties, stand in my way. . Will it be 
consistent with that poverty of spirit which I seek ? Can I ac- 
cept.an office for which ] have such small talents? and shall I 
not dishonour the cause of God, by. ataptenarits out the mys- 
teries of the Gospel in a place where the most approved minis- 
ters of the Lord haye preached with so. much power and so 
much success? I suspect that my own vanity gives more weight 
to this second objection att it deserves to have. _ What think 
you? 

“T give myself to your judici counsels You take: un- 
necessary pains to assure me ‘ae are disinterested ; for I 
cannot doubt it. I feel myself nworthy 0 of them; much more 
still of the appellation, of friend, wi 
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You are an indulgent father to. me, and the name of son suits 
me better‘than that of brother.” 
26. He seems to have continued in London, assisting the 
Messrs, ‘Wesleys, and preaching wherever he had a call, till the 
‘beginning of March following, on the first day of which he 
writes to Mr. Charles Wesley, from Dunstable. 
~ “The fine weather invites me to execute a design I had half 
formed, of making ‘a forced march to spend next Sunday at 
Everton, Mr. Berridge’s parish. There may the voice of the 
Lord be heard by a poor child of Adam, who, like him, is still 
Fe Soh the trees of his own stupidity and impenitence ! 
~~ “Tf T do not lose myself across the fields before I get there, 
_ and if the Lord be pleased to grant me the spirit of supplica- 
tion, I will pray for you, and your dear sister at P. , until I 
can again pray with you. poe forget me, I beseech you. If 
the Lord bring me to your reme mbrance, cast your bread on 
the waters on my behalf, and perhaps you will find it again after 
many days. I ‘would fain be with’ you on’ those solemn occa- 
sions, when 4 thousand voices are raised to heaven to obtain 
those graces which I‘have not ; ‘but God’s will be done. * 
“ Don’t forget to present my respects to the Countess. If I 
continue any time at Everton, I I shall take the liberty of giving 
her some acco nt of the work of God in those parts; if not, 1 
will give it her in cme - The Lord hake a you 
in soul and body.” 
27. Where or how Mr. Fletcher spent the spring and summer 
of this year, I believe we have no certain information. But in 
September following he was at Tern-hall, in Shropshire, from 
whence on the 26th he wrote to Lady Huntingdon, and gave 
the followiag account of his call to Madeley. 
“ ‘Last Sunday the vicar of Madeley, to whom I was forthélly 
curate, coming to pay a visit here; expressed a great regard for 
me, seemed to be quite reconciled, and assured me that he 
would do all’that was in his power to serve me ; of which he 

: yesterday oe mea proof, by sending ‘mea testimonial unasked. 
He was no sooner ‘gone than news was brought that the old 

_ clergyman I dion your Ladyship died suddenly the day 
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before ; and that same day, before I heard it, Mr. Hill meeting 
at the races his nephew, who is patron of Madeley, told him 
that if he would present me to Madeley, he would give the 
vicar of that parish the living vacated by the old clergyman’s 
death. This was immediately agreed to, as Mr. Hill himself 

informed me in the evening, wishing me joy. This new pro- 

mise, the manner in which Mr. Hill forced me from London to 

be here at this time, and the kindness of the three ministers I 

mentioned, whose hearts seemed to be turned at this juncture 

to sign my testimonials for institution, are so many orders to be 

still, and wait till the door is quite open or shut. I beg, there-. 

fore, your ladyship would present my respects and thanks sg 
Lady Margaret and Mr. Ingham, and acquaint them with the 
necessity which these circumstances lay me under to follow the 
leadings of Providence.” 

“'This (adds he in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley) is agree- 
able to the advice you have so repeatedly given me, not to 
resist Providence, but to follow its leadings. I am, however, 
inwardly in suspense ; my heart revolts at the idea of being 
here alone, opposed by my superiors, hated by my neighbours, 
and despised by all. the world. Without piety, without talents, 
without resolution, how shall I repel | the assaults, and surmount 
the obstacles which I foresee, if I discharge my duty at Madeley 
with fidelity? On the other hand, to reject this presentation, 
to burn this certificate, and to leave in the desert the sheep 
whom the Lord has evidently brought me into the world to feed, 
appears to me nothing but obstinacy and refined self-love. 1 
will hold a middle course between these extremes; I will be 
wholly passive in the steps I must take, and active in praying the 
Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and to Saban me in the 
way he would have me to go. 

“If you see any thing better, inform me of it hiieciys ; and, 
at the same time, remember me in all your prayers, that if this — 
matter be not of the Lord, the enmity of the Bishop of Litch- 
field, who must countersign my testimonials ; ; the threats of the 
chaplain of the Bishop. of. Hereford; who was a witness to” my 
preaching at West-streét ; the objections drawn from my not | 
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pi ition obstacle, may prevent the kind 
“intenti 5 Hill. , Adieu.’ 2, we PM AR ., 
er Mr. ur es : nor/Mr. Jon ‘Wesley, nor it seems 
0 nds, std ih he conamunicated this business, 
an ah ai pojectiGhh Mr. Fletcher accepted the pre- 
 Mhiahibiden the vicarage of Madeley, i in preference to another 
* fiisteevas" ‘of double the value. He embraced jit as his pecu culiar 
» charge, the object of his most! tender - affection. And he was 
now at leisure’ to attend it, be eing fully discharged from his for-' 
omer co aaa were removed "to. nbridge. 
Th elder of them died abou time of his'coming of: 4 
e ounger first epee town of Salop (as his father © 
had‘ done) afterward the county ; 3) till he took his’ ‘seat in the 
~ House of Peers, as\ Baron Berwick, of Attingham-House. This 
is now the name” that is Sige en ane gre — 
Pern-Hall. i Eo a ij ours we ef ea we 
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his brethren as.a man peculiarly strong in the Lord, and in: the 
power of his might. United'to Christ, as the bratich’ is\ unitec 
to.the vine, he was. constantly: deriving abundant. supplies of 
vigour from the fountain-head of power... And as the source of 
his strength was inexhaustible, so its operations were various 
and incessant. Now it was engaged in subduing sin ; ‘and now. 
in labouring after that holiness, without which noman shall see 
the Lord there it inspired the courage of the mighty, and here 
it sustained. the burdéns.of the weak: at one‘ time: it was dis- 
covered by resolution and zeal; at another, by resignation and, 
fortitude : by the former, this man of God was enabled)to grap- 
ple. with his strongest enemy ; by the latter, he was taught té 


endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. hed 20, 
4 2. “Mr. Fletcher’s arms were equal to» his’ strength, and . 


served to make him truly invincible in the cause of godliness. 
From his first admission into the true»church militant, he was 
fally persuaded, ‘that armour forged by the art of man must 
needs be insufficient, either for conquest or security, in a spiritual 
warfare. He saw it absolutely necessary to be furnished with 
weapons of celestial temper, and was altogether dissatisfied with 
his state, till he had put on the hole armour of God, with,a 
determined resolution never to ee it off, till -his’ last conflict 
should be decided. . He then appeared in the’ complete Chris- 
tian uniform; from the hélmet of salvation ‘tothe sandals of 
peace,.all was entire, and perfectly fitted to his spiritual frame. 
No mortal part’ was left’ unguarded, nor was any joint of his 
harness so loose ‘as toadmit.a thrust from the enemy. Nospart. 
_ of his sacred panoply appeared uncouth or cumbersome, no part 
of his carriage constrained or unnatural : -he appeared in arms 
as in his proper dress, and not as David, wi en he’assayed to go 
forth in the armour of Saul, On no occasion was he ever 
known to affect’ any thing like ‘sf ritual pomp ; yet, on every 
occasion, there was a dignity of ar cter in his deportment that. 
» raised the veneration ‘eer As the heroes of anti-’. 


quity were distinguished from warriors of an inferior order, by the 


splendour of their arms, 80, by the uncommon lustre of his graces, 
he was distinguished asa chieflain in the Christian bands.” 
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34 By the account, given inv the preceding pages, the reader 
will observe, that it was not “ immediately* upon his entering 
into. orders, that Mr. Fletcher was appointed statedly to labour 
in any particular place. ‘As he still continued in’ ‘the family of 
Mr. Hill, he was but occasionally called to exercise ‘the ministry 
he had'received. But, wherever he was invited to speak i in the 

of his Master, he effectually’ ‘distinguished, himself from 
the generality of ministers by the earnestness. and: zeal with 
which he delivered his message. "Whatever | his hand found to 
do, in any part 0 ' the sacred vineyard, it may truly be said, that 
he did it with all his might :-and there is much reason to believe, 
that even these ‘occasional labours * were not in vain an. the. Potd 
‘It was about’ three years after his ordination: that he* was pre- 
sented to the living of Madeley,’ where he had: officiated for 
‘sometime previous to this appointment. — As. Madeley was the 
_place of his choice, ‘so it was a “place to which, by. his rare 
endowments, he was, peculiarly adapted, and for the reformation 
of which he appears to have been eminently’ appointed by the — 
providence of God. Celebrated for the extensive works carried 
on within its limits, Madeley was remarkable for little else than - 
i. ignorance and profaneness s of its inhabitants, among whom 
spect ‘to man was as rarely 0 be observed, as piety, towards 
God. In this benighted pla ee ibbath was openly profaned, * 
: and the most holy thi Ht mn nptudusly trampled under foot ; 
»even. the restraints of ie Weg violently. “broken. through, 
and the exter held up as.a subject of ridi- 
cule. This. ab.the inhabitants. of Madeley 
must no ly applied to every indi- 
al am ere to this prevailing 
indeed. Such was 
‘stand forth asa 
ane ee the 
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vocation with an extraordinary degree of earnestness and’ zeal. 
He saw the difficulties of his’ ‘situation, and the eproaches ‘to 
which he should be exposed, bya conscientious discharge of the 
pastoral office : but, persuaded ‘of the importance’ ‘of his charge, 
‘and concerned for the welfare of his people, he sét his face like 
a flint against all who might oppose the truth or grace of God. 
As a steward of the manifold grace of God, he faithfully dis- 
pensed the word of. life according as every man had need; 
instructing the. ignorant, reasoning with gainsayers, exhorting 
the immoral], and’ rebuking the obstinate. Instant in season and. 
out of season, he diligently. performed the work of amevangelist, 
and lost. no Opportunity: of declaring the’ truths of: the Gospel. 
& Not content with discharging the stated duties ‘of the Sabbath, 


he counted that day as lost in -which he was not: actually em-. 


ployed in ‘the service ofthe church. As often as a small con- ~ 


gregation could be collected, which was usually every evening, 
he joyfully: ‘proclaimed to them the acceptable year-of the Lord, 
. whether it were in the place set apart’ for public: worship, int a 


' private house, or in the open airy And on these occasions, the 


- affectionate and fervent manner in which he addressed _ his 
hearers, was an affecting proof ome interest he took in th 
spiritual concerns. ‘As the varying circumstances of } his peal 
, rbqrinenaie assumed a TiforeniieeretgeaoOe tmong: ‘them : at 
one, séason he*would> 0 outh in blessings; and at 
another, he would appear, li 2 his ‘Lord, amid the buyers and 
sellers, with the: lash! of righteous severity i in his hand. But, in 
whatever way he exer ised his 1 ministry, it was evident that his 
labours were influence by love, and. tended immediately, either 
to soe extirpation of sin, or the, increase of holiness. : et 
“Nor was he less attentive’ to the’ srivate duties of his’ 
statin than to public exhortation and Pr ye) » Likéla vigilant 
pastor, he daily, quainted hims elf wi wants and disposi- 
_tions ofthis people. purigtolig tc logit, several houge~ 
holds, and wiggly" oa 
Esteeming no man too imate ern r too profar 
+ merit his affectionate attenti on, he ndescended tos thé Tor 
and most unworthy of his flock, cheerfully becoming the ser 
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of all, shabdigernight indie more. , Inthe performance of this 
_ lant of his dutyy he discovered an admirable mixture of discre- 
* tion and. zeal, solemnity. and Reon ‘He rebuked not an 
elder, but entreated him asa father; to younger-men he. ad- 
dressed Fee oth the affection of a sehen a Me to. ighildten 


cast r Io lo be wrishe a the ete of God. ins some of t these. Salk 
rn ‘visits S. a hae constraining mann - Which he has plead- 
he he cause of picty, has melted. down a whole. family at once; 
“the old and the > young. have mingled their tears together, and 
-colemnly determined to RIE to their God. There 
_ awere itideed : several families in his populous: parish, to which he 
( vhad | no access, whose. members; loving darkness’ rather’ than — 
light; agreed. to deny him admission, lest their deeds should be 
-Teproved.. In such cases, where his zeal [for the salvation of in- 
dividuals. could not possibly be manifested by persuasion.andjen- 
treaty, it V effectually, discovered | 1 by siipplication and prayer: 
mor lid he ever pass. the dot. ofjan opposing family; without 
; breathing out an earnest | desire. ‘that ‘the door of abet might 
ever be uree ho th pproaches. feng: “gag 
é us atte: es, upon, the sick, he ee ex: 
4 work (says. Mr. Wesley) 
cad the aE wl im ‘the 


"ese every suit- 
parishioners,.on subjects of a 
sc icitous to-éonfer with ‘them, 


+ 
Le 


% 


70 ». THE LIFE OFS% ayy 


salutary advice or seasonable consolation. . These were aise 
opportunities, which nothing could prevail upon him to ne 


fully convinced that the dictates, of truth are never more likely 


to make a due impression upon the heart, than when they are 
delivered in the antichamber of death. His, treatment of the 


> 


‘ 


dying was always regulated by: their peculiar circumstances, and “ 


. his fidelity,towards them was sweetly tempered with compassion. _ 
If the departing : soul was prepared for the promises of 1 the Gos- 
pel, he thankfully: administered them with a lavish hand; if 
otherwise, he. was importunate-in prayer, that the’ mercy of Gods, 

might be magnified upon his languishing creature, though it 
should be as atthe eleventh hour... Ashe nerptvicitea thathank.” 
bers: of the dying. ‘Soo a spirit. of earnest’: supplication, so 
he soldi, asi em without some mere consolatory 
hope. | cen Pay rh Ra - oe 


Zac Tere, is still siete part te duty, in the discharge of | 


which he discovered unusual earnestness and activity. _ It was a 
common thing i in his, parish for young, persons of both sexes to 
meet at stated times, for the purpose of what is called recreation, 
_and this recreation usually continued from evening to»morning, 
consisting chiefly in dancing, zeyaliing, drunkenness, and obsc 5 
nity. These licentious assemblie he considered as fateh 


to the Christian name, and determined to exert his: ministeral | 


authority. for their total suppression.—He has: frequently burst 


in upon these disorderly » - panies, with, a.holy indignation, » 


making war upon Satan in pl es s peculiarly appropriated to his 
service. N or was his labour altogether in. vain among the chil- 


dren of dissipation and folly. After’ standing the first s shock of 
their rudeness and brutality, his exhortations ‘h have been gene 


at 


_ persons) I am. perf ctly. acq ua " 0, having, treate d tl 
venerable pesiageel yh rid icule and abuse i in one of these i 
assemblies, was s shortly aft erward constrained to cast himself 
» his feet and solicit his pra, TE. “This man i is now steadi y Wi 
Pe <p t pees he 1 Pas 

% “ ! "@ ip 


rally: received with silent submission, an 1 have ‘pro. 
duced a. partial if. not. an enlireypelprtanli in many, Who were 
accustomed : to frequent: these a a at Vith one of these 
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Le f God, with a thankful remembrance of the ex- 
ot ordina ryt enon which he was plucked as a brand from 
» the burming. ee 

'. & These, and every ues -% of fis sacred vocation, among 
h I might have particularly noticed the public and: private 
ruction of children, were performed by this apostolic minis- 
hvan earnestness and zeal, of which I can convey but a 
e ide Suit rentivenry of vee counted it 
est privilege to spend and be ‘Spent i in ministering to 
hich he vei honoured as ook of ai 


bh Mr. Fletcher's te 4 tain among its ini 
tants, could speak from -personal knowledge of the facts he re- 
‘lates. Itis certain, as Mr. Wesley |! has also testified, that, from 
the beginning of his settling there he was a a laborious workman i in 
“his Lord’s vineyard ; a endeavouring to spread the truth of the 
| _ Gospel, and to suppress vice in every possible way. .{ Those 
Baro. endedvotired to hide’ themselves from cn he pur- 
rery “ish ; by all sorts of means, public 
e sidion and out of season, entreat- 
ea om the wrath to come.—Sonte 
e church service on a Sun- 
fio awake early enough to get their 
this also. . Taking a bell in 
Sunday fo for ‘ariel months, at five in 
istant parts of the parish, 
i Seated eae ee 
nt care rightly to: divide 
adily be me il 
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discharge of his offices As to the human heartyhe had 80 dong 

and so accurately vestigated his own, that he was not easily. 

deceived in forming a judgment,of his neighbour’s. He knew 

its depths as well as its ite Mad its subtle artifices as well 

as iis natural tempers; he explored its intricate mazes, and un 

locked its secret recesses with wonderful ease; and could gene-. 

rally. discover its real situation through every disguise. _ With» 

regard to the word of God, he hat studied it’ with so much ¢ con-s ; 

stancy and care, that He was perfectly familiar with, every parts 

of it. He was deeply read in the spiritual sense of the wor 

had a happy talent at reconciling its apparent conti ad 

He could select from it with the utmost readiness truths 0 e 

different tendency, and knew how to apply them, not 

common cases, but in- the most. pen essen es 

be people. .. : % 
0. “ His fidelity i in iaitroccing the different: Aibiey of His 

Pe was: correspondent, to that spirit of discernment and © 

wisdom, with which he was so eminently favoured. ‘On, the 

one‘ handy he never attempted slightly to heal the hurt of his peo- ' 

ple ; and, onthe other, he was solicitous never to make sad the » 

heart of the righteous,whom God had not made sad. Wherev, 

he discovered impiety an the conduct, or hypocrisy i in the ‘i 

he immediately levelled againstiit the keenest arrows of convic- , 

tion, He warned the wicked of his way, and frequently en-_ 

deavoured to draw him. saath by alarming, his. 3 Fig with s ‘salu. 

tary fears; selecting and’ap ying” upon. these « occasions those 

passages of holy writ, oe are peculiarly profitable for reproof 

and correction. And eneverit became necessary, he marshal~ . 


led nin the in, hdl sinner, the. Ss terrible denunciaitions 


the splendour of i or rin ha ea n 
they were distinguished by. their sea ii 
ignorance, he met m with equal firmness i in the cause of truth. 
11, “The style. 1 at Pept roofs was adapted, indeed, to the, 
various capacities and habits of these. different classes of ey . 
# 


= 


Se 


ae 


THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 73 


but the substance of those reproofs was invariably the same, to 
whatever class they wére directed, neither sharpened by con- 
‘tempt, nor blunted by respect. _Unawed either by the majesty of 
kings, or the madness of the. peoplél he was equally fitted to ap- 
pear with Moses at an impious court, or to stand with Stephen i in 
a turbulent assembly. But though he was far from betraying any 
pusillanimity i in applying | the severe threatenings of the Gospel 
‘to the’ ‘obstinately i impeni tent, yet his heart in this awful employ- 
‘ment was never steeled against the feelings of humanity. His 
‘fidelity in this’ part of his duty was never unaccompanied with 
\ssion. and sorrow. He possessed the firmness of Daniel, 
Il the benevolence of that favoured prophet. Daniel was 
: lirected to interpret and apply to Nebuchadnezzar a mys- 
Ni vision of divine vengeance, and the fidelity with which 
; a serformed so painful a duty, is worthy of admiration. But 
e his interpretation was plain, and his application pointed, 
iti is observable that they were | receded by evident regret, and 
followed. by affectionate counsel. Such was the manner of 
Mr. Fletcher, who had learned, from a greater than Daniel, te 
pronounce a sentence of condemnation with anguish and tears. 
a xix. 41. ® * 

-“ But while he was ‘faithful in proclaiinittg the day of ven- 
pe the disobedient, he neglected not to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that were 
bound. “Both these parts of his duty he performed with fidelity, 
but the latter only with alacrity: and cheerfulness. Peculiarly 
to fit him for this’ evangelical service, the Lord God had given 

him the tongue of the learned, that he should know how to speak 
a word in season to him. that 1 as weary ; and in the discharge of 
this favouri part of his office e he was equally skilful, tender, 
ppy. His: atchful eye , was upon the weak, the faint, 

and the allicted. ‘He iligently ac uainted himself with the 
nature and causes of their distress; and whether they fainted 
we! gu sh of remorse, or ‘groaned beneath the violence 
he had nas ‘cordial prepared for their 
eyes a ric splay of God’s 

healing yirtue 
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from his unchangeable promises. He feelingly exhorted them 
to stretch out the withered hand; and, till they were enabled 
actually to lay hold on the hope set before them, he ceased not to 
proclaim, The Lord, the Lord God; merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, abundant in goodness “and truth, keeping mercy Sor 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin! 
13. “ He was throughly acquainted with the treatment of 
afflicted consciences. He knew when to probe, and “when to 
heal; when to depress, and when to encourage: and no man’s 
case was so perplexed or desperate, but he was in some mea sur e 


ae to explain and relieve it. He discovered Hope f ae se * 


intricacies of their situation. As the Psalmist “eee 
‘own heart in distress, so he addressed himself to every son of. 
affliction in the day of his trouble. He reasoned over the par- 
ticular” case of the afllicted person—Why art thou so full of 
"heaviness, and why is'thy soul so disqmeted within Tee 2. Art 
thou afflicted beyond the common lot of thy companions in 
tribulation, or has any temptation befallen thee, except such as 
is common to man? -From reasoning he proceeded to encourage- 
ment; Hope thou in God: reflect upon his nature, depend upon 
his word, and ask of the generations that are past, who ever 
trusted in the Lord and was confounded? From encouragement 
he rose to assurance ; Thou shalt yet praise hum, notwithstand- 
ing the present unpromising appearances : the God of all con- 
solation shall be thy | God, the health of ny, countenance, and thy 
eel for ever. is all ewe 
4. “He was very anxiously desirous, that the voice Sear joy 
e health, might be heard in’ the dwellings, of the. righteous ; 
nor would he be contented, till he could prevail” upon the. sor- 
rowful to bear some harmonious part in in the work of. adoration 
and thanksgiving. _ But it is impossible to give a just represen- 
tation of the sweet. and condescending manner il in. which ‘he 
treated every spiritual mourners He would take up | 
neglected harps, and tune them to the praises: of ed en 
love. He wae a. them with a —_ of sacred 
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and solicit them, at least, to attempt one of the songs of Sion. 
And while they lingered, he would sweetly take the lead in 
celebrating the divine goodness. Now he recorded mercies 
past, and now he recounted promised blessings; now he sung 
the wonders of grace, and now he pointed to the mysteries of 
glory. But if it appeared, afterall these animating efforts on 
his part, that the Mourners among his people were unable to 
accompany him i in these joyful. ‘exercises, he would suddenly 
change «his song. of praise Imto a strain of ‘supplication, and 
earnestly implore for them the light of His gragious countenance, 
uct prerogative it is to appoint beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
noUrning, and. the. ponents of praise for the spirit of 
heat ness. i ; 
coke ‘Thus with all ete piemhec and fidelity, this Dranated 
preacher ; administered the good word of God in his day and 
generation, whether it was a word of threatening to the care- 
less and impenitent, or a wo f consolation to the fearful and 
afflicted.” ‘ . 

Pa Yet seeiget taoine all. ‘te pains he took, ee saw, ie 
some time, little fruit of his labour : insomuch that he was more 
than once in doubt, whether he had not mistaken his place; 
whether God had indeed | called him to confine himself chiefly 
to ohe town, or to Jabour more. vat. large in his vineyard. He 
seems to have been especially, harassed with doubts upon this. 
subject, if at any time he was weak in faith, ‘and in an uncom- 
fortable state of mind. T bus i in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, 
dated: March 10, 1761, he says, “As I read your elegy (on Dr. 


M—n) I could not refrain | my tears ; tears so much the more 
awe at, as they originated in a secret hope that.1 should one day 


strip off the polluted rags of my ¢ own righteousness, and put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, like the Ch heen hero of zen poem.. 


1 el more and, more, that F} neither abide in Christ, not 
He) 


Christ in’ me ; neverthel Ido not 0 feel it, as to seck him 
without intermission. oO wretched : ‘man that I am, who shall 
‘deliver me. from this | eart of unbelief ?—Blessed be God, 
ba a promised me. ‘this. delive : ee fprpesh our Lord 


— Christ ee 3 : 
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“ A few days ago, I was violently tempted to quit ‘Madeley : 
the spirit of Jonah had.so seized upon my, heart, that I had the 
insolence to murmur against the Lord; but the storm is ‘now 
happily calmed, at least for a season. Alas! what stubbornness 
is there in the will of man; ‘and with what strength _ does it 
combat the will of ‘God understhe mask of piety, when it can 


no longer do so with the uncovered shameless face of vice! If 


a man bridleth not his tongue, all his outward religion is Vain. 
May we not add to this observation of St. James, that if a man 
bridleth not his will, which is the language of his desires, his 
tnward, religion is vain also? The Lord does not, however, 
leave me altogether ; and I have often a secret hope that | 
will one day touch my heart and my lips with a live coal from. is 
altar: and that then his word shall consume the stubble, and 
break to pieces the stone.” e 
_Again a few weeks: after he writes to the same, “I know ot 
what to say to you of the state 0 ‘my soul : I daily struggle in 
the slough of Despond, and I en leavour, every day to climb the 
hill Difficulty. I need wisdober mildness, and courage and ho 
man has less of them than I. O Jesus, my Saviour, draw me 
strongly to Him who giveth wisdom to all who ask it, and up- 
braideth them not!’ As to the state of my. parish, the prospect 
is yet discouraging. Ney ew. scandals. eitckd. those that wear 
away ; but offences must come : happy. shall I be, if phe offence 
cometh not by me!” ate 
See a 
16. He seems also to have had some scruples 1 respecting some 
expressions in the church service 3 alluding to a passage. in the 
Office for the public Baptism of leifanth he observes i ina letter 
to Mr. Charles Wesley, Sept. 20, 1762, ‘a 
“Truly you are a pleasant ing bo “What ! ‘Tt hath vie tea 
thee to regenerate. this infant wit ee Holy. Spirit, to. _Teceive 
him for thine own child b adopti and to incorporate 2 him into 
thy holy church. Does all this sig ates more than ead 
taken into the visible church? 
“ How came you to think of my going to leave Madeley 21 
haye, indeed, had my scruples about the above passage, and 
some in the burial service 5 but you may dismiss your fears, and 


bs 
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be nabell Iwill neither marry, nor leave my church, without ad- 
vising with you.—Adieu. Your ee brother, 


Res re PA aig a id e * F.” 


e 17. Besides the. nepal state’in which he sometimes 
found his soul, 1 upon his first going to Madeley, he was discouraged 
_by the smallness of the congregations, and the great opposition 
which he met with fond persons of different descriptions. ‘The 
first of these causes of discouragement, however, was soon remov- 
ed. Within a year, it seems, of his first settling eG writes 
to Mr. Charles aol as follows : " 


Bey 


disco iiged us the giollses of my congregations; - and I thought 
that if some of our: friends at London had seen my little compa- 
| pany: they would have trium mphed in their own’ wisdom ; but 
, thank God, things are a! tered in that respect, and last ae 
Fl I had the. pleasure of” $ ein g some in the churchyard, who 
could not get into the church. began a few Sundays ago to 
preach | in the afternoon, after ca lising the children; but I do 
not preach my own sermons. ‘Twice I’ read a sermon of Arch- 
bishop Ussher’s,. and last Sunday one of the Homilies, taking the 
liberty to make some ob ervations on such passages as confirm- 
ed what I advanced i in ‘the: morning, and by: this. means | stop- 
ped the mouths of many adversaries.” las 
The church now, ina little time, began to be so crowded 
that the churchwardens, enemies, i it seems, to God and his truth, 
began to speak of hindering strangers (persons of other parishes) 
fror coming,’ and ‘of repelling them from .the iy, ok Supper. 
in these points : Mr. Fletcher withstood them. It appears, 
ev er, th at towards the latter end of the year the congrega- 
tions b - rath rto decline. - ie October 12, he = to 
the same person: pe oper = : 
e My. church begins not to Ww filled as it has so, and 
i account for it py the fol lowing reasons, The curiosity of some 
of my hearers is satisfied, and others are offended by the word ; 
the roads are. worse, and if it should ever please the Lord to 
his Spirit upon us, the time-is Rotget come; for instead of 
re 
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saying, Let us go up together to the house of the Lord, they ex- 
claim, Why should we go and hear a Methodist? 1 should lose — 
all patience with my flock, if Thad not more reason to be satis- 
fied with them than with myself. My own barrenness furnishes 
me with excuses for their’s; and I wait the time when God 
shall give seed to the sower, and increase to the seed sown. In 
waiting that time, I learn the meaning of this prayer, Thy will 
be done! Believe me your sincere, though unworthy friend, 
MR ae 
18. Although he did not notes tely see much h fit of his 
labours, yet God soon gave him some proofs that his word was 
not altogether without its desired effect. In a letter, written 
soon after his going to Madeley, he mentioned three persons. 
who “professed that they had received the consolations of di- 
vine love under his ministry :” ‘but, says he, “I wait for their 
fruits.” Another instance is ‘mentioned by Mr. Wesley, which, 
it seems, occurred when he_ was, under’ great discouragement : 
* A multitude of people had flocked together at a funeral. He 
seldom let these awful opportunities slip without giving a solemn 
exhortation. At the close of the exhortation which was then 
given, one man was so grievously offended, that he could not re- 
frain from breaking out into scurrilous, yea, menacing language. 
But, notwithstanding all his struggling against it, the word 
fastened upon his heart: At first, indeed, he roared like alion: 
but he soon wept like a child. Ne ot long after he came to Mr. 
Fletcher in the most humble manner, asking pardon. for his past 
outrageous behaviour, and begging an interest i in his prayers. 
This was such a refreshment as he stood in need of; and itiw was. 
but a short time before the poor broken hearted ; sinner was 
filled with joy unspeakable : he then spared no pains ines ae 
his fellow-sinners to flee from the wrath to come.” u 
19. From the beginning Mr. Fletcher did not confine his 
preaching to the church, nor his labours to his’ own parish. 
Soon after his going to reside at. Madeley, we find bim express- 
ing himself thus to a friend in one of his letters. “TJ have fre- 
quently had a desire to exhort in Madeley-Wood, and alaasts 
me e. ; 
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Dale, two villages of my parish; but I have not dared to run 
before, T saw an apere door :_ it now, T think, begins to open; as 
two small societies of twe nty persons have formed themselves in 
those places.” 

So a little society, which he gathered about six miles from 
Madeley, he preached two or three times a week, beginning at 
five in the. ‘morning. N ay, for many years he regularly preach- 
ed at places, eight or ten, or sixteen miles off; returning the 
same pes though he seldom got home pil one or two in the 
morning. ' oath 

20. In these, his labours of love, however although under- 
taken and prosecuted with the sole view of glorifying God, and 
saving souls from death eternal, he met with no little opposition 
and persecution. Indeed the highest degrees of piety to God, or 
of benevolence to mankind, are found insufficient to secure a 
man from the reproaches of the ‘world. “On the contrary,” as 
My. Gilpin has justly. ‘observed, “ religion and virtue when 
carried to an extraordinary pitch of excellence, have generally 
exposed | the possessors of them to the slander of malevolence, 

and the rigours of persecution. » Many were the instances of 
-oppesition which the enemies of God and his truth made to this 
holy ind ‘benevolent man ; and various were the snares which. 
they laid to entangle ie ‘out of all which, however, the Lerd 
graciously delivered him, not suffering them to hurt a hair of 
his head. The 3 2 tae 

One Sah ‘evening, after performing the a duty at 
Madeley, he was‘ about to set out for Madeley-Wood to preach 

and chatechise as usual. But just then notice was brought 
7 ‘(which should have been given bef ore) that a child was to be 
buried. “His waiting till the child was brought prevented his 
going to. the Wood. “And herein, ‘the providence of God ap- 
peared. | ‘For, at this very time, many of the colliers, who nei- 
ther feared God nor regarded men, were ‘baiting a bull just by 
the place of preaching. And. having had plenty of drink, they 
had all agreed, as soon ‘as he came, to bait the parson. Part of 
them were appointed to pull him off ‘his - horse, and the rest to 
set the dogs upon ae But in the mean time the bull broke 
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loose, and threw down the booth in which the gentlemen were 
drinking, and the people fearing ford? themselves the evil they in- 
tended for him, were ‘all dispersed ; + while the serious friends, 
who had come together to hear him oat were waiting foe 
him in quietness and safety. . 

21. But drunken colliers were not the Sait persons who op- 
posed and persecuted him. Several of the gentlemen, as they 
were called, and even some of the neighbouring clergy and ma- 
gistrates, set themselves against him from the first : but without 
being able to accomplish their purpose. — eee 18, 176 I “4 
writes as follows to Mr. Charles Wesley. x 

“I do not know whether I mentioned to you a sermon 
preached at the Archdeacon’s visitation. It was almost “all 
levelled at the points which are called the doctrines of Metho- 
dism, and as the preacher is minister of a parish near mine, it is 
probable he had me in his eye. After the’ sermon another 
clergyman addressed me with an air of triumph, and demanded 
what answer I could make. As several of my parishioners were 
present, besides the churchwardens, 1 thought it my duty to 
take the matter up; and,I have done so by writing a long let- 
ter to the preacher, in which I have’ touched the principal ‘mis- 
takes of his discourse with as much politeness and freedom as I 
was able: but I have as yet had no. answer. | could have 
wished for your advice before I sealed my letter ; but as I 
could not have it, I have been very cautious, intrenching myself 
behind the ramparts of Scripture, as rae as those of our Homi- 
lies and eo eal 

About two months after he writes to the same friend.“ You. 
have always the goodness to encourage me, and your ‘encourage- 
ments are not unseasonable ; for discourageme nie follow 
one after another with very little intermission. Tho; > which 
are of an inward nature are st merely known to ‘you; but 
some others are peculiar to myself, especially those T have 
had for eight days. past during Madeley wake. Seeing that 
I could not suppress these Bacchanals, I did all in my power to 
moderate their madness; but my endeavours have had little or 
no effect; the soe dyke I opposed, only made the torrent 
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swell and foam, without stopping its course. You cannot 
well imagine how much the animosity of my parishioners is 
heightened, and with v - boldness it disgoxers itself against 
me, because I preach against drunkenness, shows, and bull- 
baiting. The publicans and malimen will not forgive me: they 
think, that to preach against drunkenness, and to cut their 
_purse, is the same thing.” 
: The 16th of May following, hé says, “Since my last, our 
troubles have increased. A young man having put in force the 
act for suppressing swearing against a parish officer, he stirred 
up all the: ‘other half gentlemen, to remove him from the parish. 
Here I interposed, and to do so with effect, I took the young 
man into my service. | By God’s grace I have been enabled to 
‘conduct myself in this matter so as to give them no handle 
against me ; 3 and in spite of all their cabals, I have got the 
better. 
_ What has arent encour ed them, is the behaviour of a 
magistrate, who was at the first inclined to favour me, but after- 
ward turned aga ainst me with peculiar malevolence, and pro- 
ceeded | so far as to threaten me, and all my flock of the Rock 
Church* with imprisonment. Hitherto the Lord has stood by 
me, yand my little difficulties are nothing to me ; but I fear I sup- 
port them rather like a philosopher, than a aati We were 
to have been ‘mobbed with a drum last Tuesday at the Rock 
Church, but their captain, a ‘Papist, behaved himself so very 
ill that. they, were ashamed of him, and are made peaceable 
for the present. Ask of God ‘to give me wisdom, resolution, 
a d leet em ' id 
It appear by a letter of his, written. to Mr. Charles Wesley 
in July fol owing, that he presented 1 the. Papiee above-mentioned 


at th dace ecg g visitation, although without effect. “Three 
weeks ago (says he) Leen to Ludlow to the bishop’s visitation, 


and I thought the occas ion favourable or my, purpose: but the 
churchwardens, thea we we — upon t the spot, refused to support 


* The Rock Church were a company of well-disposed people, who assem- 
bled for hearing the word, and prayer, at a sma, | houge’ built upon a rock, 
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me, and the court has paid no regard tomy presentation. Thus 
I have gained some experience, though at my own cost. The 
sermon did not touch the string wit | which J was whipped the 
last visitation, and T afterward had | the: oldness to go. and dine 
with the bishop. 

“Many of my parishioners are strangely Wconschied at my 
bringing my gown back from Ludlow. [They thought the 
bishop would have stripped him of it.] With respect to the 
magistrate I mentioned, who, because he acted as judge of the 
circuit two years ago, believes himself as able a lawyer as judge 
Foster ; he, for the present, contents himself with threatenings. 
I met him the other day, and after he had called me Jesuit, ke. 
and menaced me with his cane, he assured me again, that he 
would soon put down our assemblies.—How ridiculous is this 
impotent rage! 3 : 

“have attempted to form a society, and in spite of much 
opposition and many difficulties, I hope, by God’s grace, to suc- 
ceed. I preach, I exhort, I pray, &e, but as yet I seem to have 
cast the net on the’ wrong side of the ‘ship. Lord Jesus, come 
thyself, and furnish me with a divine commission! For some 
months past I have laboured under an insuperable drowsiness ; 
I could sleep day and night ; and the. hours which | ought, to 
employ with Christ on the mountain, spend like Peter in the 
garden.” Thus we see this man of God was not without his 
infirmities. But these he always magnified. babe 

22. As the reader will probably wish to-see a little Father 
account of this persecution, and of the behaviour of this good" 
man under it, I shall insert here also. an extract from _anothe 
letter. In August of the same year (1762) he writes as follows 
to the same friend, in whom he always put entire confidence. 

“ T have received your last, a 1 Trejoice. that Dr. ‘Turner, by 
whose skill the Lord once broug! t me up from. the grave, has 
undertaken your cure. May he have the same success. with 
you that he had with me ; ; but, be that as it will, our r comfort i is 
to know that God will aa all for the best. 

“T have still trials. of all sorts, First, spiritual ones. My 
heart is pers I have not that: contrition, that Shine fear,, that 3 
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sweet, humble melting of heart before the Lord, which I con: 
sider as essential to spiritual Christianity. 
¢ Secondly, The opposition made to my ministry increases, 
A young clergyman, who lives i in Madeley-Wood, where he has 
great influence, has openly declared war against me, by pasting 
-on the church- -door a paper, in which he charges me with rebel- 
lion, schism, and being a disturber of the public peace. He 
puts himself at the head of the gentlemen of the parish, (as 
they. term themselves) and supported by the Recorder of Wen- 
lock, he. ‘is determined to put in force the Conventicle Act 
- against me. A few weeks ago, the widow who lives in the 
Rock Church, and a young man, who read and prayed in my 
absence, were taken up. I attended them before the justice, 
and the young clergyman with his troop were present. They 
called me Jesuit, &c. and the justice tried to frighten me by 
saying, “ that he would put the act in force, though we should 
assemble only in my own house.” I pleaded my cause as well 
as I could; but seeing he was determined to hear no reason, I 
told him, “ he must do as he pleased, and that if the Act in 
question concerned us, we were ready to suffer all its rigours.” 
In his rage he went the next day to Wenlock, and proposed to 
rants a warrant to have 1 me a but, as the other 


their Pogewince, Bae ehebal to the Spiritual Court, he was 
obliged’ to swallow his spittle alone. The churchwardens talk 

of putting 1 me in the Spiritual Court, for meeting in houses, &c. 
But what is worst of all, three false witnesses offer to prove, 
upon oath, that [ am a liar; and some of my followers (as they 
are Be inl _ cama to the great joy 
of our EY cagaee 


j ee! 
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#e3y Such was a sat, and but a very small wit of the opposi- 
eke which, from a to time, for many years, he met with. 
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“ His situation with respect to the unworthy part of his parish- 
ioners,”” says Mr. Gilpin, “was similar to the situation of 
Daniel, with respect to the Babylonish ‘courtiers: his whole 
conduct was so admirably regulated by circumspection and pru- 
dence, that malice itself could find no occasion against him, 
except concerning the law of his God. The voluptuary detested 
his temperance and self-denial ; the man of pride poured con- 
tempt upon his humility and condescension ; the licentious were 
offended at his gravity and strictness; and the formal were 
roused to indignation by that spirit of zeal and devotion, which 
influenced his whole conversation and conduct. All of these, . 
however they might differ among themselves, were. _ leagued 
together as the inveterate enemies of this venerable pastor. 
They wrested his words, they misrepresented his ‘actions, and 
cast out his name as evil. But, whatever he was called to suffer 
from the malice and opposition of his enemies, he endured it all 
with the utmost magnanimity and composure, not rendering evil 
for evil, or railing for railing; but, contrariwise, blessing. 
While some indignant professors are ready, with James and 
John, to command fire from heaven for the destruction of their 
opposers ; and while others are inquiring, with Peter, how often 
they are to meet their offending brethren with unfeigned for- 
giveness, he gave himself an example of that uncommon charity, 
which ‘suffereth long, and.is kind ; whichis not easily provoked, 
and thinketh no evil. When he was reviled, he reviled not 
again ; when he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously,” + : 

“ Whether he was insulted in_ his person, or Sneed in his 
property ; whether he was attacked with open abuse, or pursued 
by secret calumny ; through the testimony of-a good conscience, 
he walked amid the most violent assaults of his enemies, as a 
man completely invulnerable ; and while his firmness discovered 
that he was unhurt, his forheaalen testified that he was unof- 
fended. His love was truly unconquerable : the cold waters of 
disrespect could not quench it, neither could floods of reproach 
drown it. Being reviled, he blessed; being persecuted, he suffered 

1; being defamed, he entreated ; provoking his enemies by every 
4 
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affectionote mmethed to loge and good works. Whenever he dis- 
cerned a virtue in the character of an adversary, he commended 
it, he magnified it, he rejoiced over it, and endeavoured to make 
it a medium of reconciliation—Whenever he discovered an 
enemy in distress, he hastened to meet him with tokens of gene- 
rosity and kindness ; af he hungered, he fed him; of he thirsted, 
he gave him drink; if he was oppressed, he maintained his 
‘cause ; if his heart was brought down through heaviness, he en- 
deavoured to support and console him ; embracing with thank- 
fulness, mir oe opportunity of eee coals of fire on his 
head.” ; 

240K me be Snecred, here, however, that the silontien 
‘which some | of his parishioners and others made to .him, was 
of. that nature, that he was constrained, although reluctant, 
to denounce upon them the judgments of God, and to warn 
them, if they did not repent, God would speedily cut them 
off. And the truth of these predictions, as’ I may not im- 
properly term them, was shown over and over by their sig- 
nal accomplishment. January 13, 1766, he wrote to a friend 
as follows : 

“ This’ evening ie have buried one of the warmest op- 
posers of my ministry, a stout, strong young man, aged 
twenty-four ‘years. About three months ago, he came to 
the churchyard with a corpse, but refused to come into the 
church. When. _the burial was over, I went to him, and 

_ mildly expostulated with him. His constant answer was, 
“6 that he had bound himself never to come to church’ while 
1 was there; adding, that he would take the consequences, 
&c.? Seeing I got nothing, I left ‘him, saying with uncom- 
mon warmth, (though as far as’ I can remember without the 
least touch of resentment) ‘T am clear of your blood; hence- 

forth it is upon your « ‘own head; you will not come to church 
upon your legs, prepare to come upon your neighbours’ 
shoulders.” He wasted from ‘that time, and to my great sur- 
| _ prise: hath been buried on the spot where we were when the 
conversation passed between us. When 1 visited him in his 
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sickness, he seemed tame as a ie in a ‘cap. O may God 
have turned him into a sheep in his last hours ! pr ie 
25. Many other instances might be produced, if need. were, 
of God’s confirmmg the word of his servant, and many were 
the indisputable proofs which were given in the parish and 
vicinity of Madeley, that the weapons of this eminent minister’s 
warfare were mighty through-God_to the pulling down of strong 
holds. Indeed, as he attacked sin in public and in private, 
under all its wonderful variety of. appearances; so he neyer 
quitted the charge, till he had either subdued or put it to 
shame: Unawed either by numbers, or by power, he was su- 
perior to all the opposition that. could be raised against him ; 
and it may be confidently asserted, that no man was able to stand 
before him all the days of his life. That he had enemies who 
were néver subdued, will readily be granted: but that any of 
those enemies were hardy enough openly to encounter him, is 
absolutely denied. The despisers of religion considered him as 
a man of an undaunted spirit in the cause of God; and the most 
daring among them, at the whisper of his approach, would seek 
ihe nearest shelter to screen themselves from his deserved re Te- 
buke. 
26. The weapon by which he was apabléd to ‘pesfons the 
most memorable of his public services, was _that sacred word, 
which is emphatically called, the sword of the Spirit. In the ex- 
ercise of this two-edged instrument he was expert beyond de- 
.scription, turning it. every way for the defence of the Gospel, _ 
and the overthrow of its opposers. With this he cut in pieces — 
all the snares of the wicked, and with this he struck at the 
deepest root of sin. With this he divided asunder soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow ; and wherever he aimed the deter- 
mined blow, it was impossible for all the address of the sinner 
effectually to ward it off. Upon this he chiefly depended for 
the success of his ministry, as the only weapon by which he 
could ever hope to penetrate through the prejudices of his peo- 
ple, and subdue their aversion to the glorious Gospel. While 
others are anxious to charm their hearers with “the studied or- 


~ igt' ca ma + 


THE REV. JOHN FPLETCHER. 87 


naments of artificial eloquence,” his first care was, in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, to declare the truth as it is in Jesus.—Had 
he aimed at celebrity as a. public speaker, furnished as he was 
with all the united powers of learning, genius, and taste, he 
might hhave succeeded beyond many, who are engaged in so in- 
significant a pursuit. . But his design was to convert, and not to 
captivate his hearers; to secure their eternal interests, and not 
obtain | their momentary applause. Hence, his speech and 
his preaching was not with enticmg words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. He spake as in 
the presence ¢ of God, and taught as one having divine authority. 
There was an enérgy in his preaching that was irresistible. 
His subjects, his language, his gestures, the tone of his voice, and 
the turn of his countenance, all conspired to fix the attention 
and affect the heart. Without aiming at sublimity, he was truly 
sublime ; and mcomnen ly Seren without affecting the 
ad 
“ He was _ wondrously skilled i in adapting himself to the 
et capacities and. conditions of his hearers. He could 
stoop to the uliterate, and rise with the learned; he had incon- 
trovertible arguments | ‘for the sceptic, and power persuasives 
for the listless believer ; he had. sharp remonstrance for the ob- 
stinate, and strong | consolation for the mourner: and, like a 
scribe, throughly instructed unto the kingdom of heaven, he 
brought forth out of his treasures, things new and old, as occa- 
sion required. To hear him. without admiration was impossi- 
ple ; without profit improbable. The unthinking went from his 
presence under the influence of serious impressions, and the ob- 
durate with kindled relentings. Many an unsuspecting trifler 
has he enclosed i in the Gospel net, and many a happy captive has 
he led, in the. course ‘of his public ministry, from darkness to 
E light, an from the power of Satan to God. 1 shall, here trans- 
eribe a short passage from a letter addressed tome by one of the 
author’s esteemed friends. “I would rather have heard,’ says 
the writer, ‘one sermon from Mr. ‘Fletcher, viva voce, than 
Tead a volume of his. work. His “words were clothed with 
power, and entered with effect. His writings are arrayed in all 
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the garb of human literature. But his living word soared on 
eagle’s flight above humanity. He basked in the sun, carried 
his young ones on his wings, and seized the prey for his Master. 
In short, his preaching was apostolic ; while his Bee, though 
enlightened, are but human.’ ” 
28. But however quick, penetrating, and ee: is 
word in general was, Mr. Fletcher was accustomed “to place 
his chief glory and pleasure in spreading abroad the benedic- 
tions of the Gospel. He considered the ministration of mercy 
as abundantly more glorious than the ministration of condemna- 
tion, and was disposed to magnify it as such upon all occasions. 
Experiencing in his own heart the inestimable effects of mercy, 
he was anxious that all men should be partakers of his j joy: and 
whenever he was engaged in pointing out the source of that 
mercy, its nature, its design, or the different degree of its mani- 
festation, he was then engaged in an employment peculiarly 
suited both to his inclination and his state. These were sub- 
jects upon which he delighted to dwell, and upon which he had 
astonishing things to offer. His disposition to universal bene- 
volence was conspicuous through the whole of his spiritual 
progress, but especially in the latter years of his life, when his 
‘heart was as a vessel running over with Christian charity. As 
the holy ointment ran down from the head of Aaron to the very 
skirts of his clothing ; so the charity of this exemplary pastor de- 
scended to, and embraced the very least and lowest of the hu- 
man race. Wherever the smallest religious desire was express- 
ed, he pronounced a blessing upon it ; and wherever the weakest 
endeavour after spiritual aicunmneuaee discoverable, he en- 
couraged it with his congratulations, and strengthened it with his 
prayers: nay, wherever impiety opposed him under its most 
malignant appearances, he met it with mingled commiseration 
and hope. Like a faithful imitator of the blessed Jesus, he 
came preaching peace, and breathing the most undissembled 
good will to all around him. Like his beneficent Master, he 
went about either doing, or seeking to do good, in every 
possible way: and wherever he came, he appeared like some 
superior being, whose sole employment was to benefit and bless 
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the children of men. In. those houses where the sons and 
daughters of peace were found, he was welcomed as a mes- 
senger of the most fortate tidings, and honoured as an am- 
bassador of Jesus Christ. ‘These happy families submitted 
with joy to his paternal authority, and considered his pasto- 
ral visits as” an ‘invaluable privilege. They looked upon their 
houses'as consecrated by his prayers, and eed his Bepedic- 
tions with reverence and gratitude.” 

29. Ttis justly observed, further, by the same reverend aul 


. pious author, that “the weak and the wavering have, in every 


; wees 
ae professor. His an 


age, outnumbered the vigorous and unshaken professors of Chris- 
tianity. Mr. Fletcher beheld in ‘his day, with inexpressible 
concern, the ‘increasing ¢ class” of such ‘unsteady believers : but, 
while he bewailed their ‘instability, he allowed them an ample 


ab, 


share. of his affection. Far from -despising the day of small 


things, he laboured with the most affectionate solicitude to 
strengthen the weak hand, ar confirm the feeble knee, of every 
6 for their advancement in 


pay ee 


iieiient toward them was Faker ‘with Hee tenderness and 
regard. He followed them with unwearied attention, till he 
cn ae se ees cages of oo spiritual decay ; 


ie a He ‘eaefully acquainted 
eee ihe oe onl ces and disposition of the 
unstable party, skilfully adapting both his language and his man- 
ner to the nature of their past attainments, and their present 
deficiencies. He: argued against their fears, he satisfied their 
doubts, he bewailed their lukewarmness, and reminded them of 
their: privileges eS 5 ; entreating or rebuking, consoling or censuring 
them, with all. Tongesuffering. In the mean time he not only 
avoided, in his own conduct, whatever might have a tendency 
to offend or unsettle their minds, but admonished the stronger 
brethren to maintain, towards their feeble companions, a car- 
riage ecishan by more than mp ge ome and ee 


ness. Bic Me 
4 AE! 
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“Thus, after having used every. generous endeavour for 
ihe restoration of the weak, and after having removed every 
apparent obstacle from their path, in the spirit of supplica- 
tion and prayer he would watch for their return. And when- 
ever he perceived in them the first indications of a holy reso- 
lution, it cannot be told” with what’ meltings of heart he 
would fly to embrace them; how graciously he would con- 
descend to their weakness, how carefully he would support 
their steps, and with how much affectionate counsel he would 
guide them in the way. On these occasions, especially, he 
put on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness “and forbearance, exhibiting through his whole conduct 
a lovely imitation of that great Shepherd, who gathers the 
lambs with his arm, and gently leads those that are with young.” 

30. Asa specimen of the manner in which he addressed 
the weak in faith, I shall here lay before my readers an ex- 
tract from some of his letters written about this time. ‘To 
Mr. Vaughan, Sept. 4. 1762, he says, “I rejoice that you 
inquire where Christ maketh his flock to rest at noon. The 
rest from the guilt and power of sin, you will find only in 
inward holiness: and this I apprehend to consist mm, what St. 
Paul calls the kingdom of God—righteousness, which excludes 
all guilt; peace, which banishes all fear that hath torment: 
and joy, which can’ no more subsist with doubts, anxiety, and 
unstableness of mind, than’ light can subsist with darkness. 
That there is a state, wherein this kingdom is set up, Jjirmly 
set up in the heart, you may see by our Lord’s sermon on 
the mount, by his priestly prayer in St. John’s Gospel, chap. 
xvii. by the epistle of that apostle, and various perth ee the a 
tles of St. Paul and St. James. onan tet: 

“To aim aright at this liberty of the children of God saat 
a wSdetitial acting of faith—of a naked faith in a naked» /pro- 
mise or declaration, such as, ‘The Son of God was manifested 
to destroy the works of the devil:—The law of the Spirit of 
life, in Christ Jesus, hath made me free fromthe law of sin 
and death :—I can do all things, through Christ, who strength- 
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veneth me.’ . By a a-ha faith ina naked promise, I do not 
mean @ bare assent, that God is faithful, and that such a promise 

in the book of God may be fulfilled: in me; but a bold, hearty, 
steady venturing of my soul, body, and Bates upon the truth of 
the promise, with an appropriating act. It is mine, because I 
am a penitent sinner ; and I am determined to, believe, come 
what will. Here you must stop the ear of the mind to the sug- 
gestions of. the ‘serpent; which, were you to reason. with 
_ him, would be endless, and would soon draw you out of the 
simple way of that faith by which we are. beth justified and 
sanctified. aon 

¢You. must also tonicailielal ‘that itis your Rea i go to 
Christ, by. such a faith now, and every succeeding moment: and 
that you are to bring nothing but a distracted, tossed, hard heart ; 
just such an one as you have now.. Here lies the grand iste 
of “many poor but. precious souls : they are afraid to believe, 
lest it should be presumption, because they have not as yet com- 
fort, joy, love, &c.;. not considering, that this is to look for 
fruit before the tree be planted, -- Beware, then, of looking for 
amy peace or joy, pre to your believing ; and let this be up- 
pene in your mind. : 
_ “The Lord make you wise as a serpent, “aid Perales: as 
Rigleinsas dove; but beware of the serpent’s food, dust ; and the 
dove’s bane, birdlime, I mean. worldly cares. 0, my friend, 
what is the world ?—A flying shadow. As. we fly through it, let 
us lose ourselves in the Eternal nisidiee Farewell in the 
Bonds Yours, tite ss 


ge as 


ae ee eS BR i = sah Ee 


.. Two months after, he sites thus.to. Miss i wi “cy thank 
you forthe confidence you ‘repose in the advice of a poor fellow- 
sinner: may the Father of lights direct you through so vile an 
‘instrument! If you build all your hopes of. heaven upon Jesus 
Christ: in all his offices, a do not. build. without a foundation, 
-abntupontbewruc.one. . Peering. aw oe 
That there is a seal of pardon, and an earnest of our inheri- 
tance above, which you are as yet a stranger to, seems clear 
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from the tenour of your letter; but had I been in the place ot 
the gentleman you mention, | would have endeavoured to lay it 
before you, as the. fruit of faith, and a most glorious privilege, 
rather than as the root of faith, and a thing este since 
to the being of it. st hy Spa 5 Sle aap wei 
“ | believe many people. know, when they receive: . faith, es 
all people, when they receive the seal of their pardons When 
they believe in Christ, they are justified i in the sight of God; and 
when they are sealed by the Spirit, they are fully assured of that 
justification in their own conscience. Some receive faith, and 
the seal of their -pardon, in the same instant, as the jailor, &c. 
but others’ receive faith first, as the dying thief, the woman of 
Canaan, David, the people of Samaria,* and the faithful at Ephe- 
sus.t Suppose then, God gave you faith, i. e. a hearty trust in 
the blood of Christ, and a sincere closing with him, as your 
mighteousness and your all, while you received the sacrament, 
(which seems to me very probable, by the account you give me) 
your way is exceeding plain before you. Hold fast your confi- 
dence, but do not vest im it; trust in Christ, and remember he 
says, [am the way.; not for you to stop, but to run on in Him, 
Rejoice to hear, that there is a full assurance of faith to be ob-. 
tained by the seal of God’s Spirit, and. gO. on from faith to faith, 
until you are possessed of it. But remember this, and let this 
double advice prevent your straying to the right or left :—First, 
That you will have reason to suspect the sincerity of your zeal, if 
you lie down easy without the seal of your pardon, and the full 
assurance of faith, Secondly, While you wait for that seal in all 
the means of grace, beware of being unthankful for the least de- 
gree of faith and confidence in Jesus; beware of burying one 
talent because you have not five; beware of hom the grain 
of mustard-seed, because it is not yet a tree. Dey iba ee, Hap 
“May the Lord teach you the middle path, between ‘resting 
short of the happincea: of ‘making your calling and election 
sure,’ and supposing you are neither called nor chosen, and that 
God hath not yet snes nen on good work i Fatt ian can 
alt ae eae ae" , ‘ 


* Acts vill. 12--16 + Eph. i. 13, 
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never be too bold in: believing, provided you still aspire after 
‘ _new degrees of. faith, and do not use your faith as a cloak for sin. 
~The Lord despises not the day of small things; only beware of 
resting in small things. \ And look for the sealand abiding witness 
of God’s Spirit, according to the following « dinsctighs 


Y ile a tare 
& ‘Restless, resigned, for this I wait, 


HERE portend ies For this my vehement soul : stands still 
Terk spay ei oe a Per its "SHR, ach di j ih 


As to deep sights of the evil of sin, the’ more you go on, ‘the 
more you will see Christ exceeding lovely, and sin exceeding 
sinful: therefore, look up to Jesus, as a vile and helpless sinner, 
Lares tee s dpe as aging rau ae vy — pr 
theenestis 2k! aes 

With “anon to piel in many shies: and troubles of 
8 es al, IT have consulted many masters of © the spiritual life, but 
"divine mercy did not, does not suffer : me to rest upon the word 
ofa fellow creature. The best advices have often increased 
my’ perplexities ; and the end: was to’make ; me cease from human 
dependance, and wait upon God from the dust of self-despair. 
To him, therefore, I desire to point you and myself, i in the per- 
sebiokt esus Christ. This incarnate God receives weary, per- 
plexed sinners still, and gives them solid rest. He teaches as 
no man ever taught ; his words have sf ) and life ; nor can he 
| possibly mistake our case. I am, madam, your napa 
Faron RD itis etic of. sells Pete 

De ee AEC oy RIS re 

Ey eighty ia gant THe © hie) vik ony Fi: RE fe 

To the same person, he says in. baaiiaekea letter, dated - wan: 

28, 1763, “I share in the joy which your deliverance from 
your late:trials gives.to' those who. shared in your perplexity. 
Heaviness may endure for a night, but gladness cometh in the 
morning; and when/it comes after a long uneasy night, it is 
doubly welcome, and deserves a double tribute of praises. O be 
not wanting in that sweet duty !—I mean praising, from a sense 
of the divine goodness, love, and patience towards us. Remem- 
ber that you are brought from darkness to light, to show’ forth 
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ihe praises of Him, who calleth you’; and that your feet areset 
at liberty for you to run, with patience, the race of prayer and _ ‘ 
praise, self-denial’ and prainiog? « « eee hath set 
before’ yous" weeks: aR Re op oir certs 

“Would you go on’ siilhse abi i 4 steadily net sigs time to 
come, beg of the Lord to give you grace to observe the follow- 
ing advice. 1. Live above earthly and creature comforts. 
2, Beware of flatness and Jukewarmness : this, if not carried 
immediately to the Lord, ends often in darkness and deadness. 
3. Value divine comforts above all things, and prize Christ 
above all comforts, that if they should fail, you may still glory in 
the God of your salvation. 4. Let that which torments: others, 
make your happiness—I mean self-denial, and renouncing your 
own will. 5. Be ready to yield, with joy, to every conviction 
of the Spirit of God. Be faithful to present grace, and aspire — 
after a continual growth: 6. Live the present moment to God, 
and avoid perplexing yourself about your past or future experi- 
ence: by giving up yourself to Christ, as you are, and being 
willing to receive him now, as he is, leaving all the rest to him, 
you will cut up a thousand temptations by the roots.” 

A few weeks after, he adds, “1 am glad you persist in taking 
up your cross, and following the Captain of our salvation. You 
must expect many as: some of your greatest trials may 
come from your dearest friends without, and your nearest part 
within. I have always found it profitable to expect the worst, 
for a temptation foreseen is half overcome. Let us count the 
cost daily, and learn to value all outward things as pice 
dross, that we may win Christ. 

“ My heart is at present full of an advice, vihiich I have just 
given, with some success, to the Israelites in the wilderness 
about this place :—Spend, in ‘feeling after Christ, by the prayer 
of such faith as you have, whether it be dark or luminous, the 
time you have hitherto spent in desponding thoughts, .in per- 
plexing considerations upon the badness or uncertainty of your 
state, and come now'to the Lord Jesus with your pee wants, 
daring'to believe that he waits to be. gracious to yous ~ Christ 
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| St. The following dreotions, sent, believe, cara the same 
, to. this -well-disposed, but diffident friend, show still, more 
fully how well qualified he was to strengthen. the weak hands, 
and to speak a word in pepor to such as were. ‘weary, la ) It 
is better to perish for b ing wrong, than for not believing at 
) all: venture then, with | Ae Lf I perish, I perish. had 
rather perish. in trying to touch the sceptre of grace, than in 
ndolently waiting till the King touches me with it. 


? 


’ 


N ay to the Father, and-a highway i is as free — . 
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“(2,) Christ often reveals himself as a babe, a feeble infant. — /@ 
Do not you despise him 1 in’ his. lowest, weakest state :, do not s ay a 
to your Saviour, I will not receive thee, unless thou appear ina’ 
blaze of glorious light.—Reject not the little leaven ; and if; ie 
grain of faith 3 is resuel eine >" Nie) be the more ae 


_ is the ‘light of the » veay morning, bina tricia. « biog * g 
darkness! ws ete ee 
“¢(3.) Sin gives you your sf title tor the Friend of -smners, 
and a simple and naked faith the second. Do not then puzzle 
yourself about contrition, faithfulness, love, joy, power over 
sin, anda thousand such things, which Satan will persuade you, 
you must bring to Christ. He will receive you gladly with the 
great mountain of sin; and the smallest grain of faith, at. 
Christ’s feet, will remove that mountain, 
~)€(4,)oAtethe peril of your soul, do. not puzzle yourself ai 
eveenapaeai joy; or love. Only desire that this blessed Man 
may be your Bridegroom, and that you may firmly believe that 
he is so, because he hath given you his flesh and blood upon the 
cross ; and continue believing this, and trusting in him. Your 
business is with Jesus, with his free, unmerited love, with his 
glorious promises, “od oe Mai LN ek ae 
“(5.) Strongly expect no'good from your: own heart : : expect 
nothing but unbelief, hardness, unfaithfulness, and backsliding. 
And when you find them there, be not shaken nor discouraged ; 
rather rejoice that you are to live by faith on the faithful heart 
of Christ, and cast not away your confidence, which hath great 
recompense of reward. % bp Ca ghia 
“(6.) When: you are dull and heavy, as will often be the case, 
remember to live on Christ, and claim the more by naked faith. 
T have not time to say more, but Jesus, whom you hold by the 
hem of his promise, will teach yow all the day long. Look unto 
him and be saved, and remember he forgives seventy times 
seven. May his dawning love attend you till it is’ i an 
your ane and pray for your pany: servant,” 
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» §82. It must’ be’ “allowed that» these directions were well . 
cilayptwaleebedet faith in the unbelieving and diffident, in order 
‘to their obtaining justification and peace with: God, .and to 
then that faith. In the mean time he was not wanting in 
¢ other advices calculated to guard: and improve it. .To 
‘aughan he. says,’ “ As you desire me to tell you simply 
at I think of the state of your soul as described in huni let- 

I will do it as the Lord shall enable me. ». ; 

“T praise | him that he has begun a good work in volts a 
make no doubt he will finish, if you do not counteract’ the 
operations of his. grace. Your having sometimes free “access 
‘to the throne of grace, but soon falling back into deadness and 
darkness, is the common experience of many who walk sincerely, 
though slowly, towards Sion. It argues, on one side, the draw- 
tgs: of "faith ; j and on the other, the power of unbelief. I would 
compare | such souls to the child of the patriarch, who came to 
the birth, nay, saw the light of. this. world, and yet returned ‘ 
again ‘into his mother’s womb, until, after a greater struggle, he 
broke through all that was i in his way, and left the Plage? where 
he had been so long Iniprisonipvinyd 2:8 * Aap. 

“Tf you fall short, yet be not cast Stine but strive. more 
eaithiobly to enter in at the. strait gate. Watch more unto 
prayer, and pray for that faith which e ables. the believer. mow 
to lay hold on eternal life. Remember, however, that your 
prayers will not avail much, unless you deny yourself, and take: 
up every cross, W which the Lord suffers men, devils, or your own 
heart; to lay upon you. In the-name of J esus; and in the power 
of his might, break through all; and..you_ will, find. daily more 
and:more, that Jesus is the light of the world, and that he who 
follows him, shall not eit in darkness... The peace of Jesus 


be with you. . Farewell. ‘geisha ¥ a i 
Se ele eae Reade pee re Oey citer 
aah es 7 hee ey eo Bh ae a “ 


“ox Misa Hatton, tpi seems to have. Aaahile in a Sanilon state 

of mind, he writes more largely as follows: ‘ «You seem, Madam, 

not to have a clear idea of the happiness. of the love of Jesus, 

or, at least, of your privilege of loving him again. Your dull- 
13 e 


a —_ 


98 pe LiKE oF (> 


ness in private prayer arises from the want: of familiar friendship 
with Jesus. To obviate it, go to your closet, as if you were 
going to meet the dearest friend ‘you ever had: cast yourself | 
immediately at his feet, bemoan your coldness before him, 3 
his love to you, till your heart break with a desire to lov 
yea, till it actually melts with his love. Be you, if not the 
_importunate widow, at least the importunate ‘virgin, and g & 
your Lord to avenge you of” ae Se om mean youl 
cold heart. 
“You ask from me some directions to get a mortified spifit, 
Fo get-this get recollections: (oy Pes 9 ere we EPR: 
* “Recollection is a dwelling within ourselves ; being abstracted 
from the creature, ¢ and turned towards God. It is both outward 
and inward. — Outward recollection ‘consists in’ silence from all 
idle and superfluous words ; and a wise disentanglement from 
the world, keeping to our own business, observing and following 
the order of God for ourselves, and shutting the ear against all- 
‘curious and unprofitable matters. Inward recollection consists 
in shutting the door of the senses; in a deep attention to the 
presence of God; and ina oe care of entertaining holy 
thoughts, for fear of spiritual idleness.—Through the power of 
‘the Spirit, let this recollection be steady even im the ‘midst of 
hurrying business: let it be calm and peaceable ; and let it be 
lasting. Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. 
“To maintain this recollection, beware of engaging too 
deeply, and beyond what is necessary, in outward things ; be- 
ware of suffermg your affections to’ be entangled by worldly 
vanities, your’ imagination to amuse’ itself with unprofitable’ 
objects, and of indulging yourself in the commission wha what 
are called small faults. Pee TE Ha NS 
“ For want of: continuing in a recollected frame all ‘the day, 
our times of prayer are frequently dry and useless, imagination 
prevails, and the heart wanders: whereas we pass easily from 
recollection to delightful prayer. \Without-this spirit) there can 
be no useful self-denial, nor can we know ourselves ; but where 
it dwells, it makes’the soul all eye, all ears traces’and discovers 
sin, repels its first assaults, or crushes it in its earliest risings.. 
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‘ * But take care here, to be more\taken up with the thoughts 
of God than of yourself; and consider how hardly recollection 
is so SO. metimes obtained, and how easily it is lost.» Use no forced 
labour to raise -a particular. frame nor tire, fret, and grow im- 
ient, if you have no comfort; but meekly acquiesce and 
ni ess yourself unworthy of it ;, lie prostrate in humble. sub- 
ea before God, and palinly wait for the smiles of Jesus.. 
“May the following motives stir you up to the pursuit of re- 
collection. 1. Without it, God’s voice cannot be heard in the 
soul. 2. It is the altar on which we must offer up our Isaacs. 
3. It is instrumentally a ladder (if I may be allowed the expres- 
sion) to ascend'to God. 4. By it the soul gets to its centre, ‘out 
of which it cannot rest... 5. Man’s soul is ie temple of God— 
recollection the holy of holies. 6. As the wicked’ by recollec- 
tion find hell in. their hearts, so faithful souls find heaven. 
1 Without recollection all means of | grace-are useless, or nike 
but a light and transitory i impression. et ane : 
“Tf we would be recollected, we must expect to suffer. 
Sometimes God does not speak immediately to the heart ; we 
must then continue to listen with a.more humble silence. Boies 
times, assaults of, the heart, or of the temper may follow, 
together with weariness, and a desire to turn the mind to some- 
thing else.: here we’ must be armen — erie vai aon 
we inherit the promises. a Phi 
“Dissipated souls are severely punished. it any man abide 
not in Christ he is cast out as a branch—cast out of the light of 
God’s countenance, and ‘barrenness follows in the use of the’ 
means: The world and Satan gather and use him for their — 
service. He is cast into the fire of the aurea” of guilt, of 
temptation, and, perhaps, of hell.’ | Pa 
“< As dissipation always meets its ipiblibasichts go recollection 
never fails of its reward. After a patient waiting comes com- 
munion with God, and the sweet sense of his peace and love. 
Recollection is a castle, mitihviolable fortress against the’ world 
and the devil: it renders all times and places alike, and is 
the habitation where Christ and his bride dwell. 
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“T give you these hints, not to set Christ aside, but that you 
may, according to the. light and power given to you, take these 
stones and place them upon the chief corner stone, and cement 
them with the blood of Jesus, until the superstructure, i in some 
measure, answer to the excellence of the foundation. I beg an 
interest in ‘your prayers for myself. and those. committed to 
my charge, and am, with. sincerity, "Sipe Your, ble os for 


ss Christ’s ae . —s 


These iinet ‘advices were given March 5, 1764, and 
September following he adds, “ With respect to the hinderances 
your worldly business Jays in the way of your soul, would have 
you to be persuaded, that they é are by no means insurmountable. 
The following means, in due subordination to faith in Jesus, 
may, by the blessing of God, be of service to you. =|” if 
“(1.) Get up early, and save time before you go to business, 
to put on the whole armour a God, ‘by. close os manage and 
earnest prayer. > Sat es iia nal 
“*(2,) Consider the temptation that most set ieseigion, 
whether it be hurry or vanity, or lightness, or want of recollec- 
tion to. do what you do as unto God.—Ponder the consequences 
of those sins, see your ' weakness to resist them, and endeavour 
to obtain a more feeling sense of your helplessness: when you 
have it, you will naturally watch unto prayer, and look to Christ 
for strength from moment to moment. - | i era 
“(3.) When your mind hath been drawn aiid do not fret, 
or let yourself go down the stream of nature, as if it were in 
vain to attempt to swim against it; but confess your fault, and 
calmly resume your former endeavour, but with more inane rag 
and watchfulness. — Ge ae 2 
*(4.) Steal from business now and then, “though for tv or 
three minutes only, and in the corner where you can’ be least 
observed, pour out your soul in confession, or a short ejaculation 
at the feet of Jesus, for power to watch, and to believe that he 
: can keep you watebing. winch ‘you foclingayi ‘helieves that he 
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hath bought 1 the power | for you, and then, of a truth, you will find 

- it done to Jen according to your ; faith. Tam, &c. 

cee ee tee Nt WOR MS eee inal S54 J. Br.” 
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ss | 33. These estracts from his letters may serve to show us fin 
» this servant. of the Lord Jesus was wont to exercise his ministry 
towards. the weak and wavering, and how. well the Lord had 
furnished him: with grace and gifts for the important office of 
binding up. the broken hearted, | proclaiming. liberty to the cap- 
_ tives, and the opening of | the prison to. them that were bound. 
But this was not the only way in which he comfort ted those that 
_ mourned, and gave. them.“ the samen of praise for we spirit of 
heaviness.” 
wg #3 deat ff oAs, As the eek of Madeley y was as uncommonly shit SO- 
. it abounded with persons, who, either through infirmity or mis- 
fortune, were reduced to a state. of ‘indigence. and distress. 
Over this « despised and destitute part of his flock, Mr. Fletcher 
__was-accustomed to watch with. unusual, ‘attention and concern. 
He regarded them as: his peculiar charge, and. exerted himself 
=i the acest, for. their encouragement ap support. “Not con- 


ery. sy 


y opubtieied aniaie to “the splicl of their temporal Becca, 

_and generally divided among them the greater part of his in- 

come. He sought tl them out with the most industrious care, and 

expressed’ a great degree. of thankfulness to any person who 

» would direct him to the abodes of. wretchedness and poverty. 

.. To.such abodes, indeed, he. was seldom a stranger, nor could 

_ any consideration, prevail: with him. to pass them by, without at- 

tempting to dry up. the tears,. and. supply. the wants of their 

_ afflicted inhabitants. _ His daily. walks. were among the ‘father- 

less and. the widows, the friendless: ‘and the oppressed : and 

_ while he counted. it his indispensable. duty to labour for their re- 

_ lief, he ‘considered. that very labour, as one of the sublimest 
: epleagnres.} he was capable of enjoying. , 

ip sewer + (Phe: profusion of his charity toward the poor : and needy 

__ -issscarcely. credible ; it constantly exhausted his purse, it fre- 

- quently unfurnished his house, and sometimes left him destitute 
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of the most common necessaries, _ He was accustomed to make 
an exchange of state with his indigent brethren, freely, bartering 
his ease for their wo, and his plenty for their penury. That he... 
might feed the hungry, he led a life of abstinence and self-de-. 
nial; that he might cover. the naked, he ‘clothed himself in the: 
most. homely attire ; and that he might cherish such,as were 
perishing in a. state of extreme distress, he submitted to hard- 
ships of a very trying nature.” He not only relieved their 
~ necessities himself, to the uttermost of his power, but was the 
mean of procuring, help for them from others- that were of, 
greater ability. ‘This appears from his letters of thanks to some__ 
of those persons. _ J ames 1— —d, Esq. in particular, sent, them 
frequent relief i in different ways. mae Yesterday (says Mr. Fletcher. 
to that friend of the. poor, i ina letter, dated Madeley, - March 380,. 
1767,) I received your kind letter ; and your kind present about 
a month ago. It came safe, and is a large stock for the poor, 
and me. The Lord return it you in living water.. May. it flow . 
like'a never failing stream through your soul, and the souls of all. 
that are near and dear to you; that is, not only those of | your. 
own household, but also of the household of faith. - What. a 
pleasure to love all, and be a well-wisher to all!” 4 

Again, in a letter dated March 26, 1769, he says ‘to the same, ; 
“ Your rich present of meat came last. week, and shall be dis- 
tributed to the pious poor Se reeaidy to your orders, as a proof. 
that Jesus, the liberal Jesus, the Bread of Life, is indeed.risen,., 
and lives in his members, who mutually aid and comfort each » 
other.. We are happy to receive your bounty, but you are more . 
happy i in bestowing it upon us: witness the words of Jesus, Sd. 
is more blessed to give | than to receive.’ N levertheless, receive 
by faith the presents of the Lord, the gifts of his Spirit, and re- 
ject not the bread which came down from heaven, because the. 
Lord gives it j you with somuch love.” xt 

He writes to the same. friend, some time after, “1 think 1. 
wrote my ast two days before i received your best ali -enligy 
hogshead of rice, and two cheesesu “Accept the thanks of our. 
poor and mine on the occasion, I distributed, it on Shrove- . 
Tuesday, and preached to a numerous congregation, om ‘Seek 
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ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all other 
things shall’be added unto you.” May you and I find the bread 
‘we scattered that day, though it should not be till after. many 
days. We prayed for our benefactor, that God would give him 
an hundred fold in this life, and eternal life, where life eternal 
will be no burden. Isaw then, what I have not often seen on 
such occasions, gladness without the appearance of envying or 
grudging. ” «But it is impossible (proceeds Mr. Gilpin) to de- 
‘clare in how many ways he discovered his tenderness towards 
the friendless, and to how many inconveniences he cheerfully 
exposed himself, for the alleviation of their various distressess 
He followed them to the most secret scenes of their wretched- 
ness, and in all their afflictions he was afflicted; he literally 
bore their several burdens, and freely drank of et sorrowful 
cup, that he might make room in it for a mixture of consolation 
and j joy. He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame; he was 
a father to the poor, and a friend to hum that had no helper ;. the 
blessing of such as were ready to perish came upon him, and he 
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. Such was the atten- 
tion of this compassionate pastor to the necessitous among his 
people, and ‘such was the liberality which he exercised towards 
them, to the close of his life; when a concern for their wel- 
fare accompanied him to his death bed, where he tenderly be-, 
wailed their distresses, and earnestly recommended them to the 
favour of that God, who had ey that the poor shall noi 
always be forgotten.” 

36°“ The concern which Mr. Fletcher expressed for the 
relief of the unfortunate and afflicted, was tr uly uncommon ;, but 
his compassion Was still more abundant towards the immoral and 
profane, whom he constantly. regarded as the most miserable of 
men. While he detested vice, he pitied the vicious: and 
while he fled from sin, as from the face of a serpent, he 
turned to the sinner with the warmest emotions of benevo- 
lence and charity. Considering the wicked as poor, beyond 
the power of expression, he joyfully presented them with. the 
pearl of great price. He saw them wandering as sheep with- 
out /a'shepherd, and endeavoured to conduct them to the fold of 
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God: he beheld them attempting to quench their thrist at 
the poisoned streams of worldly pleasure, and affectionately 
invited them to the fountain of living waters: he saw them 
heedlessly rushing to the gates of death, and laboured to turn 
their feet into the way Ditasiing: he 
“ Animated with that burning charity, by which St. Paul was 
impelled to publish the Gospel from nation to nation, this evan- 
-gelical preacher was constrained, not only within, but as has 
been observed above, beyond the limits of his parish, to follow 
after the ignorant, the careless, and the abandoned, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that he might 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Considering the 
business with which he was ‘charged, as an employment of the 
highest. impartance, without paying any servile attention to times 
or places, he lost no opportunity of executing the commission he 
had received. His highest wish was to convert the wicked from 
the error of his way; and in the course of so ardous an under- 
taking, he was prepared, at the command of his Lord, to go forth 
into the highways and hedges with the invitations of the Gos- 
pel: anxious to do the work of an evangelist, with all possible 
fidelity, and not ashamed that every hour and every place should 
bear testimony to the affectionate zeal, with which he laboured 
Pe: oe welfare of the church. 
“ As the miser toils to increase his hoards, and as the am- 
hess person studies to advance his reputation in the world; 
with equal assiduity and desire this holy man endeavoured to 
promote the reformation of the ungodly. Rising up early} and 
late taking rest, he was employed, either directly or indirectly, 
through the whole of the day, in hiring labourers into the ser- 
vice of his Lord. To engage their attention and’ excite their 
desire, he set before them the freedom of that service, the 
honours ‘that attend it, and the rewards that follow it: to 
strengthen their feeble resolution, he joyfully offered them every 
brotherly assistance ;-and to shame their’ inactivity, he pointed j 
them.to the example of those, whe cheerfully bore all the bur- 
den and heat of the day. As an affectionate father conducts 
himself towards his disobedient children, reproving and alluring 
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admonishing’ -and persuading them, with every affecting tes- 
timony of parental tenderness ; 5 So this spiritual father conducted 
himself toward the children en of transgression and impiety, seek- 
ing, by every affection te me hod, to engage them in the pursuit 
of that holiness, tho ich no man shall see the Lord. 

. 38. “ With. res . 


espec rs individuals, he was- peculiarly careful 
to. choose ‘the fitte t ities of conversing with them upon 
sacred subjects. Jn th day of their prosperity he sometimes 
spake. to them as it were at a distance ; _but in the day of their 
adversity, ‘he redoubled his efforts, Be followed them with the 
most familiar attention ; fully persuaded, that religious. impres- ° 
sions can never be mide’ in amore favourable season, than when 
the heart has been softened by previous afflicting providences. 
Were they destitute of spiritual Bodice’ ?—he explained to 
_ them the mysteries of ‘evangelical truth. | Were they presuming 
upon the mercy they had formerly abused ?—he awakened their 
fears by representations of that righteous wrath, which is revealed 
from heaven. against alt ungodliness. Were they doubtful of 
ever finding acceptance with God ;—he animated their hopes, 
_and encouraged-them to a steady dependence upon the promises 
of God; happily adapting his several applications to the cir- 
cumstances of his spiritual ‘patients. Such was the ardent 
charity « of this father i in Christ toward the depraved ‘and unbe- 
lieving, wherever he discovered them ; a charity, which was 
frequently no less effectual in its operations, than powerful. in 
its essence. A-number of instances, of this might be jae 
if need were.”? | ‘ 

39. It was his concern for the salon of his parishioners, 
of whatever description, which ‘induced him to. write pastoral 
letters to them, when at any time duty to others called. him to ~ 
commit them to the care of another minister for a few weeks. 
These letters, which are many i in number, all breathe the spirit 

of deep humility, ardent zeal, and active disinterested benevo- 
lence, and show, in a striking light, how: he watched over the 
souls of his. people, as one that must ae, an account. Justice 
to his character as a minister of Chris and a servant of his 
Church, seems ite require that I should ins rt at least one or two 
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of these, which shall be the first in order, written in the years 
1765 and 1766. I refer those who wish to see more of them 
to the volume of his letters, published by the Rev. Melville 
Horne. The former is dated Bath, Oct. 30, and is as follows : 

“To those that love the Lord Jester Christ, in pad — 
Madeley: Peace be multiplied to you from| 1G tod t 
‘from our Lord Jesus Christ, throuas the « 
Fe Ghost. Amen. g 4 

“ By the help of divine Providen ef; Ht He assistance of 
your prayers, I came safe here. , I was, and am still, a good 
deal weighed down under the sense of my own insufficiency to 
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to poor, dying souls. c 

“This place is the seat of Satan’s gaudy throne: the Lord 
hath, nevertheless, a few names here, who are gt ashamed. of 
him, and of whom he is not ashamed, both among the poor and 
among the rich. There a are not many of the last, though blessed 
be God for any one: it is a great miracle if, one camel passes 
through the eye of a needle, or in other words, if one rich man 
enters into the kingdom of heaven. I thank God, none of you 
are rich in the things of this world. You are freed from a 
double snare, even from Dives’s portion in this life. May you 
know the happiness attending your state! Itis a mercy to be 
driven to the throne of grace, even by bodily want, and to live 
im dependance on divine mercy for a morsel of bread. 

“| have been’ sowing the seed the Lord hath given me both 
in Bath and Bristol, and I hope your prayers have not been lost 
upon me as a minister ; for though I have not been enabled to 
discharge my office, as I would, the Lord hath yet in some 
measure, stood by me, and overruled my foolishness and help- 
lessness. J am much supported by the thought that you bear 
me on your hearts, and when you come to ‘the throne of grace 
to ask a blessing for me in the name of Jesus, the Lord dosh in 
nowise cast you’ out. 

“In regard to the state of my soul, 1 find, blessed be God,. 
that as my day is, so is my strength to travel on, either through 
good. or bad report. My absence from you answers two. good 
ends to me :-—I feel More my insufficiency, and the need of 
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being daily 0 ordained by Christ to preach his Gospel ; and I shall 
value the. more my privileges among you, please God I return 
safely to you. Thad yesterday a most advantageous offer made 
me of. going, free of cost, to visit: my mother, brothers, and sis- 
ters in the pesky Ww mI have not seen for eighteen eae 5; but 


= if ee 
among. you, aid, be “comforted oe the 


ape faith both S “you: y 
ba eal hope, dear brethren, you improve 1 mach under the ministry 
of that faithful servant of God, Mr. Brown, whom Providence 
blesses you with. Make haste to gather the honey of know- 
ledge and grace as it drops from his lips; and may I find the 
hive of your hearts so full of it, on my return, that I may share 
with you in the heavenly store. In order to. this, beseech the 
Lord to excite ‘your hunger and thirst for J esus’s flesh and blood, 
and to increase your desire of, the sincere ‘milk of the word. 
When people « are. hungry they. will find time for their meals, and 
a good appetite does not think a meal a. day too much. As you 
go to your spiritual meals do not forget to pray all the way, and 
to feast your souls in hopes of hearing some good news from 
heaven, and from Jesus, the faithful, Joving friend whom. you 
have. there : : and when: you return, be sure to carry the un- 
searchable riches: of Ji esus’s dying and rising love home to ous 
jena in the vessel of a believing heart. 

_“ Let your light. be attended with the warmth of love.. Be 
Gok satisfied to know the way to heaven, but walk in it immedi- 
ately, constantly, and. joyfully. Be all truly in earnest: you 
ymay, indeed.impose upon Bi brethren, bya formal attendance 
on the means of grace, but: you cannot deceive the Searcher. of 
hearts. \ Let him always see your hearts struggling towards him; 
and if you fall through heaviness, sloth, or unbelief, do not make 
a. bad matter worse by : continuing helpless in the’ ditch ‘of sin 
and guilt. _ Up, and away to the fountain of Jesus’s blood. . It 
will not only wash away the guilt, of past sins, but strengthen 
sag to tread all iniquity under your, ects iy, the time to come: 
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Never forget that the soul of the diligent shall be made fat, and 
that the Lord will spue the lukewarm out of his- mouth, unless 
he gets that love which makes a person feryent in pit Ailigent 
in business, serving the Lord. Pee Be ye 

“You know the way to get this love is, 1. To consider the 
free mercy of God, and to believe in the > pardoning love. of 
Jesus, who died the “just for the. unjust to. “bring us to God. 
2. To be frequently, if not constantly applying this faith, with 
“all the attention of your mind, and all the fervour of your 
heart,—‘ Lord, I am lost, but Christ hath died.? Se» Fo. try 
actually to love, as you can, by setting your affections on Christ, 
whom you see not; and for his sake, on your brethren whom 
you do see. 4. To use much private prayer for yourselves and 
others ; and to try to keep up that communion with God and 
your been brethren. I beg in order to this, that you will not 
forsake the assembling of yourselves together, as the manner of 
some is: and when you meet as a society; be neither backward, 
nor forward to speak. Esteem yourselves every one as the 
meanest in company, and. be glad to sit at the feet of the lowest. 
If you are tempted against any one, yield not to the temptation, 
and pray much for that love which’ hopes all things, and puts 
the best construction even upon. the worst of failings. I beg, 
for Christ’s sake, I may find no divisions nor offences among you 
on my. return. ‘If there be any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye. be like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, and of one mind. Let nothing: 
be done through strife or vain glory; but i in lowliness of mind, 
let ¢ each esteem other better than themselves” ss 

Sat earnestly request the continuance of your prayers for me, 
both as a minister, and as your companion in tribulation. Ask 
particularly, that the Lord would keep a. hurting his cause 
in these parts; and that when Providence shall bring me back 
among you, | may be more thoroughly furnished for every good 
work, Pardon me, if I do not salute you all by name: my heart 
does it, if my pen does not. That the blessing of God i in Jesus 
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Christ may crown all your hearts, and all your meetings, is the 
eammest prayer of, my very dear brethren. Yours, &e. 
: : Ay F. 2 


The other letter to veaieh I referred was written about a year 
idee from Oakhall, which place and neighbourhood he seems 
to os had a Bent reason for visiting at vane time. It is in 


igh ee peace, and love, be ilopicd to se from our God 
and. Saviour Je esus Christ. | : 
Heidi cs Providence, my dear brethiren; called me so Fodkidie from 
you, that T had not time to take my leave, and recommend my- 
_self to your prayers. But I hope the good Spirit of our God, 
“which is the Spirit of love and supplication, has brought me to 
‘your ‘remembrance, as” the. poorest and weakest of Christ’s 
ministers, ‘and consequently, as one whose hands’ stand most in 
need of being ‘strengthened and lifted up by your prayers. 
Pray on then, for yourselves, . for one another, and for him 
whose glory is to minister to you in holy things, and whose sor- 
row it is not to do it, in a manner more suitable to the majesty 
‘of the Gospel, and more profitable to your souls. ~ 

“My heart-is with you, and yet] bear patiently this bodily se- 
paration for three reasons. First, the variety of more faithful 
and able ministers, whom you have during my absence, is 
‘more. likely to be serviceable to | you, than my presence among 
you: and I would: always prefer your profit to my satisfaction. 
Secondly, I hope Providence will give. me those opportuni- 
ties of conversing and praying with a greater variety of ex- 
perienced Christians, which will tend to my own improvement, 
and-I trust,’in' the “end, to yours. | ~ Thirdly, I flatter myself, 
that ‘after’ some vee s absence,” my ministry will be recom- 
mended ‘by » - the advantage of novelty, which, the more the 
pity, goes farther “with some, than: the word itself. In the 
meantime, | Tshall give you some advice, which, it may be, 
ge aa both suitable and profitable to you. 


~~ 
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“1. Endeavour to improve daily under the ministry which 
Providence blesses you with. Be careful to attend. it with 
diligence, faith, and prayer. Would it not be a great. shame, 
if, when ministers come thirty or forty miles to offer you 
peace and pardon, strength and ‘comfort, in the name of God, 
any of you should slight the glorious message, or hear ‘it, as if 
it were nothing to you, and as if you heard it not? See,’then, 
that you never come from a sermon without being more oie 
convinced of sin and of righteousness, ia ; 

“9, Use more prayer before you go to church. isiiides 

“that your next appearance there may be in a coffin; and en-— 
treat the Lord to give you now so to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness that you may be filled. Hungry people never 
go fasting from a feast. Call to mind the:text I preached from, 
the last Sunday but one before I left you. Wherefore laying 
aside all malice, be. PP Petioka at eet ie ie 2 

“3. When you are under the word, beware of sitting as judges 
rather than as criminals. Many judge of the manner, matter, 
voice, and person of the preacher. You, perhaps, judge all 
the congregation, when you’ should judge yourselves worthy of 
eternal death, and yet, worthy of. eternal life, through the 
worthiness of Him, who stood and was condemned at Pilate’s 
bar for you. The moment you. have done ‘crying to God, 
as guilty, or thanking Christ, as reprieved criminals, you have 
reason to conclude that this advice is levelled at yous = 

“4, When you have used a mean of grace, and do not: find 
yourselves sensibly quickened, let it’be a matter of deep humi- 
liation to you, For want of repenting of their unbelief, and 
hardness of heart, some get into a habit of deadness ‘and indo- 
lence; ” so that they come to be as aaeonstaley and as” little 
ashamed of themselves for it as stones. ity Shen 

1 5s Beware of the inconsistent behav jour of those who com- 
plain they are’ fall of wildest in the evening, under the 
word, when they have suffered their minds to wander from Christ 
all the day long. O! get acquainted with him, that you may 
walk in him, and with him. Whatsoever you do. or. ‘say, 


- 
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. € day Io 
‘more delightful, than to be always at the fountain of love, beau- 
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especially i in the things of God, do or say it as if Christ were be- 
fore, behind, and on every side of 7 you. Indeed he isso, whether 
you Csinider: it or not; for if when he visibly appeared on earth, 
he called himself Nageh of Man who 2s in heaven, how much 
more. then, i is he present on earth now, that he makes his imme- 


diate appearance in heaven! ? Make your conscience maintain 
* a sense of his blessed. presence all the day Jong, and then all the . 


5 ae 


ong, you will have a . feast. For can you conceive any thing 


paid soy: —at the spring of power, wisdom, goodness, and 
? Can there be a purer and more melting g happiness, than 
to te with the best of fathers, the kindest of iy cibe the most 


generous: of benefactors, and the tenderest of husbands? Now 
» Jesus is all this, and much ‘more to the believing soul. O! be- 


ae 


BS 


if ‘ 
lieve, my ‘friends, i in Jesus now, through a continual now. And, 


until you can thus believe, mourn over your unbelieving hearts = 
drag ‘them: to. him, as you can; think of the efficacy of his 
blood shed for the a7 ial and wait for the dao of faith from 

on high. . 7 Sy 

7&6, Smite Pie sindbis ely you cannot Tokers, why you 
cannot: see Jesus with the eye of your mind, and delight i in him 
with all the affections of yc your heart. . lapprehend the reason to 
he one , of. these, or, perhaps, all of them. 

6 First, You are not poor, lost, undone, helpless sinners in your- . 
selves. You indulge, spiritual and, refined self-righteousness ; 
‘you are ‘not yet dead to the law, and quite slain by the command- 
ment. | Now the. kingdom of heaven belongs to none but the 
poor in spirit. Jesus‘came to save none but the lost. What 
wonder, then, aif Jesus be nothing to you, and if you do not live 
in’ his: kingdom: of peace, icles and joy’in the tel 
Ghost? eee ~M 
“Secondly, Perhapsiyou spend yourtime in curious reasonings, 
instead of casting yourselves down as forlorn sinners, at Christ’s 
feet ; leaving it to him to bless you, when, and in the manner, 
and degree he pleases. Know, that he is the wise and sovereign 
Lord, and that it is your duty to lie before him as clay—as 
fools—as sinful nothings. 
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“ Thirdly, Perhaps some of you wilfully keep idols of one: 
kind or other; you indulge some sin against light and knowledge, 
and it is neither matter of humiliation, nor confession to you. 
The love of praise, of the world, of money, and of sensual 
gratifications, when not lamented, are as ‘implacable enemies to 
Christ, as Judas and Herod. How can you believe, seeing you 
seek the honour that cometh of | men? ‘Hew, then, } your Agags i in 
_ pieces before the Lord: run from your. Delilahs to Jesus; ie “cut 
off the right hand, and pluck out the right eye that offends y you. 
Come out from among them, and be separate, saith the Lord, and 
Fwill receive you. Nevertheless, when you strive, care not 
make. yourself a righteousness of your. strivings. Remember 
that meritorious, justifying righteousness, i is finished and brought: i 
in, and that your works can no more add to it, than your sins — 
can diminish from it. Shout, then, ‘the Lord our righteous-~ 
ness; and if you feel yourselves undone sinners, humbly, yet 
boldly say, Jn the Lord I have righteousness and strength.” 

“ When I was in London I endeavoured to make the most of 
my time; that is to say, to hear, to receive, and practise the 
word. Accordingly I went to Mr. Whitefield’s tabernacle, and 
heard him give his society a most excellent exhortation upon 
love. He began by observing, ‘That when the apostle St. 
John was old, and past walking and preaching, he would not for- 
sake the assembling himself with the brethren, as the manner of 
- too many is, upon little or no pretence atall. On the contrary, 
he got himself carried to their meeting, and with his last thread 
of voice, preached to. them his final sermon, consisting of this 
one sentence, My little children, love one another.” I. wish, I 
pray, f earnestly beseech you, to follow that evangelical, apostoli- 
cal advice; and till God make you all little children, little ™ 
in your own eyes, and pees as ite ‘aaa ae me 
course adie not, Saya not, sua i not ae of one ano- 
ther; but bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil. the law 
of Christ. Yea, bear with one another’s infirmities, and do not 
easily cast off any one; no, not for sin, except it be prey 
persisted in. 2 ih deat 
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“ My sheet is full, and so is my heart, of good wishes for you, 
‘and ardent longings after you all. When I return, let me have 
the comfort of finding you all believing and loving. Farewell, 
my dear brethren. The blessing of God be with you all! ‘This 
is the earnest desire of your unworthy minister, ae 

a 1 . Jak? 

“40. The same concern. for the syiriete welfare of his flock, 
die with the very mean opinion which he had formed of 
himself, induced him from time to time to invite other ministers 
to visit his -parish, and assist: him to make known to the inhabi- 
tants thereof the riches of the grace of God. The Rev. Mr. 
John Wesley frequently visited him; and many are the* in- 
' vitations which we find to Mr. Charles Wesley, in his letters to 
‘that servant of God. Nor did he confine his invitations to 
‘ministers of the established church, but requested the aid even 
of such as had not been episcopally ordained. _ In or about the 
year 1764, he writes as follows to Mr. Mather, a well known and 
eminent preacher i in Mr. Wesley’s connexion. “I desire you 
will call at the Bank* as often as you have opportunity. An 
occasional exhortation from | you or your fellow-habourer, at the 
Bank, Dale, &c. will be esteemed.a favour; and I hope that my 
stepping as Providence directs, to any of your places (leaving 
to you the management of the Societies) will be deemed no en- 
croachment. In short, we need not make two parties: I know 
but one heaven below, and‘ that is Jesus’s love ; let us both go 
and abide in it, and when we have gathered as many as we can 
to go with us, too many will still stay behind.” - May 27, 1766, 
. he says, to a friend, “ The coming of Mr. Wesley’s preachers into 
my parish gives me no uneasiness. As J am sensible that every 
body does better, and, of course, is more acceptable than my- 
self, I should be sorry to deprive’ any one of a blessing; and [I 
rejoice that the work of Ged goes on by any bi alee a or in 
any. mes 


es A nie about five miles from his patish, on: ich he had bestowed much 
dd and where Re had gathered a small society, 
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41. Nor did he refuse the help even of ait as differed from 
him in judgment, and that as to - points which have been always 
‘thought, in the Christian church, of considerable. importance, 
‘supposing he had reason to think that they loved our Lord Jesus 

Christ in sincerity. It is well known that he was firmly estab- 
lished in the’ belief of the doctrine of General Redemption ; ; 
yet he was glad to receive any pious minister of a contrary sen- 
‘timent, and to give him an opportunity of calling sinners to 
“repentance i in his parish. This appears from the following let-". 
ter to the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, dated Madeley, May 18, 
1767, which speaks of Capt. Scott as having preached at Made- 
ley,‘on Mr. Fletcher’s invitation, and urges Mr. Whitefield to 

“visit them also for the same purpose. I insert this letter here, s 
because it isa striking picture of the state of his mind at this 
‘time, and breathes that spirit of humility, benevolence, and zeal, 

for which he. ‘was 80 conspicuous through his whole life.” bite 
é 2 ERA NY RS PS fortis Aa ee 4, 
“Rey, and dear’Sirp tn fe) ee eee 

“] am confounded when I receive a letter from you ; present 
and eternal contempt from Christ and all his members is what I 
deserve. A sentence of death is my due ; but, instead of it, I 
am favoured with lines of love. God wiite a thousand, for 
— upon your own heart! and help you to read, ‘with still 
‘more triumphant and humbler demonstrations of ‘gratitude, 
redeeming love, so deeply engraven upon the palms of our Sa- 
viour’s hands, and to assist. many thousands more to rN out 

. the mysterious words! . . Aaeahi ne 

a Your “mentioning my poor ministrations among your con- 
gregation opens again'a wound of shame that was but half 
healed. 1 feel the need of asking God, you, and your hearers — 
pardon, for weakening the glorious matter of the ‘Gospel, by 

“my wretched broken manner ; and spoiling the heavenly | power 
of it, by the uncleanness of may heart and lips. I should be glad 
to go and be your curate some time’ this year ; but I'see no 
opening, nor the least prospect of: any. What between the 
“dead and the living, a parish ties. one down more than a wife. 
if 1 could go any where this year it should be to Yorkshire, te 
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r ompany cher a Huntingdon, according toa design that I had 
half formed last year; but I fear that. I shall be debarred_ even 
from this. ; Iset ut, God, willing, to-morrow morning for Tre- 
vecka, t t eet her Ladyship there, : and to show her the way to 
Madeley where e she proposes to-stay three or four days, in her 
ay te ) Derbyshire. What. chapl ain she will have. there, I know 
not; 3 God will provide... J rejoice, ‘that, though you are sure of 
heaven, you. have still a desire to inherit the earth, by being a 

peacemaker. — ‘Somehow, you. will’ Cue. the blessing that others 
may posthly TOMUSC a8.) vee, Fo gg + hres! 
“Last ‘Sunday sevennight, aun Scott "preached? to. my 
PRE a'sermon, which was more blessed , though preached 
only upon my horse-block,, than a hundred of those I preach in 
Tinvited him: to come and treat her Ladyship next 
Sunda with another, now the place As. "consecrated. Tf you 
should ever. favour Shropshire with ° your presence, you shall 
have the captain’s or the parson’s pulpit, at your option. Many 
_ask me whether you: will not come t to have some fruit here also ; 
what must 1 answer them? sls and many. more, complain of a 
stagnation of. the work. Wi hat must we do? Every thing buds 
and blossoms about. Us, yet our winter is not over. I thought 
Mr. N- i. who hath been. three. weeks in Shropshire, would 
have ‘brought the turtle- dove along with him; but I could not 
prevail upon him to come, to. this poor sete I think I 
hardly ever met. his fellow. for a judicious spirit. _ Still, what 
hath God done in him, and me! q Tam out of hell, and mine. 
eyes have. ‘seen also something of his salvation ; ‘though: T must 
and do, gladly yield to him and all my brethren, yet I must and _ 
will contend, that my being in the way to heaven makes. me as 
rich. a monument of mercy as he or any of them. O that I 
may feel the wonderful effect of the patience that i is manifested 
towards me! Lord, break me, and make me a vessel. capable 
of beating thy name, and the sweet. savour of it, to my fellow 
sinners !. 1 Ask this for me, dear Sir, and. present my Christian 
respects to Mrs. Whitefield, Mr. H andy. and, Keen, Mr. Joyce, 
Croom, and Wright. Tell Mr. Kean I am a letter j in his debt, 
and postponed writing it, till [have had such a sight of Christ, a8 
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to breathe his love. through every line. ‘tte Rev. anid dear Six 
with, blessed be God, a measure of sincere. affection and respect, 
sour pres 95d halting a page: i She ea eal 


+ a re eS “ # a e ae 
# 42, The Ra Ay 7 concern ‘wich he felt for. the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Christ. , and the. salvation of souls, ,in- 
duced him not only to speak concerning divine things in all» 
companies, where he had any prospect of | doing good thereby ; 3 
but also, as we have already. seen, to write crinbablplicietgrn 
time to time, to. sundry persons, friends, or. strangers, who ap- 
peared to need advice, reproof, or consolation, and especially to 
such as were afflicted. The reader may find many of these: in 
that small collection of of his letters before’ mentioned, published 
first. in 1791, ‘and since then frequently republished. _ All these 
letters are excellent, especially those which are. addressed to 
persons under affliction. For the sake of | such as have not the 
volume at hand, and to give the reader a farther specimen of 
his manner of writing to his friends, particularly such as had | 
laid him under obligations by their favours, or were in a state of 
affliction, I shall here insert two of his letters written about this 
time. To one, from whom he seems: to have received a present 
of some articles of bites tiga he writes as follows : ey 
“ My very as Picks be ae es 
_ * The providence of our good God brought me safe hare. last 
Thursday, loaded with a sense of your. excessive kindness, and 
my excessive unworthiness of ity Your: Araunah-like, spirit 
shames and distresses me : Tam not quite satisfied about your 
evasions with respect to. the dill; and. though J grant it more 
blessed to. give than to receive, I think you should. not be so sels: 
fish as to engross all that blessedness to yourself. N evertheless 
drop my upbraidings, not to lose that time in. them which I 
should save to thank, you, and to praise Jesus,» I thank you, 
then, for all your favours, but above all:for your secret prayers 
for a poor, unworthy, unprofitable wretch, who deserves neither 
the name of a minister, nor of a Christian... If you are so kind 
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have y ower to. Sela at ae east of diz 


bn ie ak basso till Tam endued “ite pevter 


rin ot wets I am n-wTONg: in ca ieee bat Tope 


eames appears ae that I spend 1 my ea ee eaten in vain, 
and that I might: almost as well sit still. But I know ITmust keep 
rowing, though the wind be, contrary, till Jesus come walking 
os wag ok though it: were in the last watch of the night. 
_ © You see that while you praise on the top of the mountain, 
1 hang my untuned harp on the mournful willow at. the bottom. 
But. Jesus was. mm Gethsemane as well as” on Tabor, and while 
he blesses you, he CO eee with me. But this is speaking 
too much about s el, Ps good and bad self must, be equally denied, 
that “the fulness of Him who fills all in all,’ must fill 
my: thoughts, my ‘desires, my letters, and my all. Come, then, 
in es and drop: into our souls, as. the dew into Gideon’s 
thy 1 blessing on these. lines, and: may thy sweet 
name, Jusvs, Emmanvet, Gop witH us; be as ointment and 
rich perfumes poured: upon my dear sister’s. soul! Spread thy 
wings: of love: over her; reward her an hundred: ‘fold in tem- 
poral and spiritual: blessings, for the temporal and spiritual mer: 
cies she hath bestowed. upon. me as. a servant na iebtag on 
to make and keep me such! a 
“1 want you to write to me bie otk think of ie , life of 
Saath; and whe ether you breathe. it without | interruption ; whether 
“you never eave that rich palace—Christ, to return to that dun- 
geon; self; what your feelings are when faith is at its lowest eb), 
and when: it acts. most powerfully @ V should: be glad also if.. 
you would answer: these: questions,-—What vi views - have you of 
another world?» What sens ; : 
What degree of fell 


fell lowship with the souls nearest ‘your heart? 
What particular intimations of the will of God, in intricate 
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te sein 
affairs and material steps! 2 and whether you can. reconcile the, 
life of. faith with one wrong temper. in the heart? siti tit 
_ “Hf you are so:good as to answer these ha at large, you. 
will oblige me more than if you were to send me two. hundred 
waistcoats, and as many pair of stockings. Jesus i is life, love, 
power, truth, and righteousness. Jesus is ours ; yea, he i is over 
all, through. all, and in us all. May we so fathom this, anystery, 
and so evidence the reality of it, that many 1 may. see, and fear, 
and turn to the Lord! | My kind love ati thanks - wait upon 
your sisters, &c. Farewell in Jesus.» Pray ce your: spbligoe 

unworthy servant, a ile Le eS fein 
eee a fo ‘ sth " “li roe : 

af ee . 

“To. Mics ireland, lie was. onder cae Saas Aedes 
fast towards her “ereat ang final change, bis, words are: 


~ 


“« My dear afilicted Friend, te ha - Dec. 5, 1768. 
oa | hear you are returned from the Last | journey you took in 
search of bodily health, , . Your heavenly Father sees fit to deny 
it you, not because he hateth you (for whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth,) but because health and life might be fatal snares to 
your soul, out of which you could not escape, but by tedious ill- 
ness and an early death. Who knows also, whether by all you 
have suffered, and: still suffer, our gracious Lord does not intend 
to kill you to the flesh and to the world, and both to you? Be- 
sides, our hearts are so stupid, and our insensibility i is SO great, 
that the Father of our spirit sees it necessary to put some of his 
sharpest and longest | thorns into. our flesh, to make us g° to our 
dear Jesus for the balmy graces of his Spirit. ina 
“T believe some are driven out of all the refuges of crafty and 

indolent nature, only by the nearest and last approaches of. that» 

faithful minister. and servant of Christ. cae eathll Of this I had. 
a remarkable instance no longer ago than last Monday, when God 
took to himself one of my poor afllicted parishioners, a boy of 
fifteen years of age, who’ was turned. out of the infirmary two. 
years ago as mcurable. From that’ time he grew weaker every 
day by the running of'a wound; but his poor soul did not gather 
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- In many respects on one would have thought his afflic- 
I He seemed to rest more i in his suffer 


t nder them, ‘than i in the Saviotr’s blood 
Boing wom to a skeleton, » he took: to his 
found him the week peknbers st, with his 
aoe ‘the socket, and no oil seemingly in the ie 
‘spent ar hour i in setting before him the greatness of his 
spe ect, that he had been so long under the rod of 
been whipt « out of his careless unbelief to the 
hrist. He fell under the Conviction, confessed 
ui , and began to call on the Hird with all the 
via g frame would allow. . This’ was on the 
led n the Wednesday f fol lowing, the God who de- 
livers those that are appointed to die, : set one of his feet upon 
the’ ck, a nd tl 1e ne xt Sunday the other. ‘He had chiefly used 
that short 'petitiol ‘ofilie’ Hdkae prayers Thy kingdom coe ; 
is strength would allow, 
ng. to the. King, to 


> make > the ‘Dest 


<< ' ar n o 


“hath God afflicted so long 


Betis is. 8 oh a ce 
ever eae vain? N 
gs ae be ; 7 


: Kaiti in ‘earnest. 

0 one. Not even 
ears. would hot so 

Ya how good was 


ne ment 1 Kee 
ma 
iou y fe on his ac- 
du mp -Son me to testify so 
ld have had a ae hope 


ben Ae ee pate igh hee wie 
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o ma ake you. sei him who hath 
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been waiting at the door all these years of trouble, to bring you 
pardon, peace, and eternal life, in the midst of the pangs of 
bodily death. Jesus is his name. Salvation and love are his 
nature. He is the Father of etérnity—-your Father of course. 
All the love that is in Mr. Ireland’s breast, is nothing to the 
abyss of love that is in your Creator’s heart. A mother may 
forget her sucking child, but I will not forget thee, says he, to 
every poor distressed soul that claims,his help. 

tt) fear not, my friend, to say, I wil arise 


hath lied met you in the virgin’s womb4 there he did so 
eleave to your flesh and spirit, that he assumed both, and wears 
them as a pledge of love to you.- Claim in return, claim as you. 
ean, his blood and ‘Spirit. Both are now the property of every 
dying sinner, that is not above receiving, Oy faith, the Pyle 
gift. ir, 

“Your father has crossed the sea for you.—Jesus has done 
more. He hath crossed the abyss that lies between heaven and 
earth, between the Creator and the creature. He has waded 
through the sea of his tears, blood, and agonies, not to take you 
to the physician at Montpelier, but to become your Physician 
and Saviour himself, to support you under all your bodily tor- 
tures, to sanctify all your extremities, and to heal your soul by 
his multiplied stripes. Your father has spared no expense to 
restore you to health; but Jesus, who wants you in your prime, 
hath spared no blood in his veins, to wash you from your sins, 
write your pardon, and seal your title to glory. 

“O my friend, delay not cheerfully to surrender yourself to 
this good Shepherd. | He will gladly lay you on the arm of his 
power, torn as you are with the bruises of sin and disease, and 
will carry you triumphantly to his heavenly sheepfold. Look 
not at your sins without beholding his blood and righteousness. 
Eye not death but to behold through that black door your gra- 
cious Saviour, saying, Fear not, O thou of little faith, wherefore 
dost thou doubt ? Consider not eternity but as the palace where 
you are going to enter with the Bridegroom of souls, and rest 


cm 


. * 


. r THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 121 
ae ee : ee Ps > fie 


from. ar your sins and miseries. View not the condemning 


leisure, ‘and | 
a. 


law of God, but as made honourable by Him who was a curse 


r yc ny and, hore the malediction of the law, by hanging, bleed- 
ing, and dying, on the cursed tree in your place. If you think 
of hell, let it be to put you in mind to believe, that the blood 


ke wed incarnate . hath Se ged. its ee: 7. lt 


let is cine your t oreateat comfort, that J eeus, ihe tad: Heth faith 
and | ‘patience, cried for you in his dying moments, My. God, 
my God, why | hast thou forsaken ‘me? As” your strength will 
bear | exertion, and his: grace apprehended — will. allow, surren- 
der yourself constantly to him as, the. purchase of his blood, 
and invite him ‘earnestly ‘to. you asa poor worm perishing 
without him. In this simple, Gospel way, wait the Lord’s 


he anh comfort ORs heart. mile “all make’ all 
his goodness to 
show, you, what 3 you “could. ol. cheat in “ASS tn Bed, ‘the 
direct beams: os the uncreated, le rors ageing Agta 


i Ie goc ' 
me inf your weeping < fendot Roe the hadle 


mci and you. shall be water- 
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. The pious lady addressed in the preceding letter, died, 
it oe soon after, and we find Mr. Fletcher, in March fol. 
lowing, comforting her father, on the event ‘of her death, and. of - 
the affliction of Mrs. Ireland, and a sister. Indeed he ha : 
most tenderly sympathized with him in his sorrow during her 
affliction, and laboured to prepare his mind, by his. consolatory 
letters and conversation, for the ‘change, which, it was ae too 
evident, was daily approaching. , : 

“ Uncertain as I am,” says he, the J usipeebaing, « ‘ whether 
your daughter is yet alive, or whether the Lord hath called 
Ber ‘from this” vale of darkness and tears, I know not what 

to say to you on the subject, but this, that our heavenly 
Father appoints ¢ all things for” the | best.. If her days of suffer- 


j ing are prolonged, ‘it is to honour her with a conformity to the 


‘crucified Jesus ; if they are shortened, she will have ‘drunk all 
her cup of affliction ; and f flatter myself, that she has found, 
at the bottom of it, not the bitterness and the gall of her sins, 
but the honey and wine of our divine Sayiour’s righteousness, 
and the consolations of his Spirit. 

pe had lately some views of death, and it appeared to me in 
the most brilliant colours. What is it to die, but fo open our 
eyes after the disagreeable dream of this life, after the black 


: “sleep i in which we are buried on this earth? Iti is to break the 


prison of corruptible flesh and blood, into which — sin hath cast 
us; to draw aside the curtain, to cast off the ‘material vail, 


which prevents us from seeing the Supreme Beauty and Good- A 
ness face to face. It is to que our polluted and tattered 


raiment, to be invested with “robes of honour and glory ; 
and to behold the Sun of Righteousness i in brightness without 
an interposing cloud. O my dear friend, how lovely i is : death, 
when we look at it in Jesus Christ! To. die, is one of ae 
greatest privileges of the Christian. 

“If Miss Ireland is still living, tell her a Ahéussnd time: 3, that 
Jesus is the resurrection andthe life; that he*hath vanquished 
and disarmed death; that he hath ‘beige life and ‘immortality 


to, light and that all things are ours, io life or death, 
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etermity or time. These are those great truths upon which she 
ought to risk, or rather to repose her soul with full assurance. 
ne is shadow ad a — in compan, of the Sol! of 


mat ta. and dpritva world in hig arms ;——in the j immense osom 


na 
aR 


‘ Soars not time ‘to write ie Mrs. Ireland ; bat I ontneat tier 
kee her - promis oo to inform ‘me rat. victories she has 
gained over the world, the flesh, and sin. Surely when a daugh- 
ter is dead or dying, it is high time for a father and a mother to 
die to all things below, and aspire, in good earnest, to that 
eternal. life which God has given us in Jesus Christ. Adieu, 
my dear friend. F Yours, re 


as et ag ate BPP 
“Astin, October. 14, he writes, «Tf os yale elisa ‘of the phy- 
_ “sicians fail with respect to Miss Ireland, it, will at least tbe. .a.con- 
solation to you, to know that they. have been tried. “When the 
last reed shall break under: her hand, that will Be the great sig- 
nal to her to embrace the cross and the Crucified, the Tree of 
life and the: frait it bears, which give. everlasting health and 
vigour. “When we. consider’ ‘these things with an ‘evangelical 
ee that every thing dies. Things visible are all 
{ invisible. ‘ones abide for. ever. If Christ i is our 
life and | e resurrection, it is of little. importance whether 
2 die now, or thirty years hence ; < ‘and if we. die fwittiout em- 
him, by dying now, we shall have abused his mercies 
‘5 see les , than if we dite lived so many years longer. 
Every thing turns out well, both ee and geats our own and 
ave of those wh 9. are near to us. ae 
After: receiving idings. * oe death, he aye, 


seats : 


My lear 1 Fiend, 

sord is ¢ lesirous por making ‘you a oe ee of his 
“dear Sontthe J mn of sorrows, by sending you affliction upon 
afiliction. A sister and a wife, who appear to hasten. to ‘the 
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grave, in which you have so lately laid your only — daughter, 
place you in circumstances of uncommon affliction. — But. in 
this see the finger of Him, who works all in all, and who. com- 
mands us to forsake all to follow him. ‘Believe in him ; believe 
that he does all for the best, and that all shall work for good to 
those who love him, and you shall see the salvation of God; 
and with your temptations and: trials, he shall open a. door of 
deliverance for you and yours. His goodness to your daughter 
ought to encourage your faith and confidence: for Mrs. Ireland. 
Offer her upon the altar, and, you shall seen ‘that, if it be best for 
her and you,.h his grace will suspend the blow which threatens 
you. 17 ou xa ‘<: ; 
Two months afterward he adds, ey metre withiy you with 
all-my heart, and I pray that you may. have patience and wisdom 
‘proportioned to your difficulties. You must take up your cross, 
and pray in secret, like a man whose earthly cisterns are broken 
on every side, and who hath need of consolation from feeling 
the fountain of living water springing up in his soul unto eter- 
nal hfe, ] have every moment. need- to follow the advice I 
give to you; but my carnal mind makes strong resistance. I 
must enter into life by death : I must be crucified on the cross 
of Christ, before I can live by ‘the power of his resurrection. © 
The Lord give us grace to die to ourselves = for it is not enough 


Cy 4 eee = v 
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~ to die to our relatives. Blessed indeed is that union with Jesus 


Christ, by which a believer can cast upon that Rock of Ages, 
not only his burdens, but himself—the heaviest burden-of all. O 
Lord, give us power. to believe with that faith which % works Ay. 


the prayer of confidence and lovels , pit, i 
7 oo nae 
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Thus this man of Goa laboured to be wer in 1 every possi- 


_ ble way. By preaching, conversing, writing ; by instructing, re- 


proving, encouraging, exhorting; by warning and beseeching ; 
by word and deed; by acting and suffering; and especially by : 
letting his light. shike before men, and exhibiting to their view 
an example of sincere and genuine piety and virtue, he en- 
deavoured, with the most ardent zeal and unwearied diligence, 
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to advance the honour and interest of his divine Master. At 
home and abroad, in company and alone, in public and in 
private, he ceased not to keep in view and eae his great 
apd important design, 

- But. although, as will readily be allowed by every unpre- 
judiced reader of this narrative, “ he* was far more abundant 
in his public labours than the’ greater part of his companions 
in the holy ministry 5 yet,” as Mr. Gilpin justly observes, 
“ these bore. but. little: proportion” to those .internal exercises 
of prayer and supplication, to which he was wholly given up 
in private. The ‘former, “of necessity, were frequently dis- 
continued, but the latter were almost uninterruptedly main- 
- He lived in the spirit of prayer; 


tained from hour to hour.- 
and whatever employments he was engaged in, this spirit 
was constantly : manifested through | them all. Without this he 
neither formed “any “design, nor entered upon any duty: 
without this, he neither. read, nor oo without this, 
he neither visited, “nor received a visitant. : 

% Before | ol was of sufficient age,” ccc the last men- 
tioned reverend author, “to take: holy orders, I thankfully 
embraced the offered | privilege of. ‘spending a few months 
‘beneath the roof of this exemplary man, to whom I was at 
that time. an. entire ‘stranger ; and IT well remember how — 
solemn an impression was made_ upon my heart, by the man- 
ner in which he received me. He met me at his door, with 
a look of inexpressible benignity ; and conducting me by the 
hand into his house, intimated a desire of leading me im- 
mediately into the presence 0 of that “God, to whom. the govern- 
ment of his little family was ultimately. submitted. Instantly 
he fell. upon his knees, and poured out an earnest prayer, 
that my present visit might be rendered both advantageous. . 
te Poe thee that the secret of the Lord might rest upon 
_ our common tabernacle, and that our society might be crowned 
Tae an int imate fellowship with that promised ‘Immanuel, in 


whom all the ee of the earth’ are called to inherit a 
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blessing. This may serve as a specimen of the manner in which 
he was accustomed to receive his guests. _ ‘ 
| 45. “In his social prayers he paid but little attention to those 
4 rules, which have been laid down, with respect to the composi- 
tion and order of these devotional exercises. As the Spirit 
gave him utterance, so he made his requests k known unto God. 
But, while he prayed with the Spirit, he prayed with the under- 
standing also. His words flowed spontaneously, and without 
any premeditation, yet always wonderfully adapted to the occa- 
sion. Nothing impertinent, artificial, or superfluous, appeared 
imhis addresses to God: and wlio he presented those addresses, 
there was.a solemnity and ae in his manner which tended 
not only to edify, but to quicke’ and exalt the soul. There 
have been seasons of supplication, in which he appeared to be 
‘carried out far beyond the ordinary limits of devotion ; when, 
like his Lord upon the Mount, while he has continued to pour 
out his mighty prayer, the fashion of his countenance has been 
changed, and his face has appeared as’ the face of an angel. 
None, except those who have poaseotly joined. with him in 
this enlivening duty, can have any just conception of the. man- 
ner in which he performed it., They who have enjoyed this 
priv silege, have seen and felt what is not to be described : and 
to others, it can only be said, that his prayer was the prayer of 
. faith, always fervent, often effectual, and invariably a mingled 
“ flow of supplication and gratitude, humility and confidence, 
resignation and fervour, adoration and love. % 

46. “By the ardour of his social, prayers, some “judgment 
may be. formed of his secret supplications : but of his frequent 
vehement struggles, and unutterable breathings, i m these private 
exercises, he alone can judge. who seeth in secret. _ His deepest 

- and most sensible communications with God were enjoyed in 
those hours when ‘the door of his closet was shut against human 
creatures as well as human cares. And though he Fejoiced to_ 
lift up his hands in company with his friends, yet, when h his heart 
was at any time peculiarly inflamed with desire, or | aressed with 
i he would say to his friends, as Christ to ] s disciples, 

ye here, while Tr go and pray yonder. His closet was the 
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favourite retirement, to which he constantly retreated, when- 
ever his public duties allowed him a season of leisure. Here 
he was privily hidden, as in the presence of God. Here he 
would either patiently wait for, or joyfully triumph in the loving 
kindness of the Lord. Here he would plunge himself into the 
depths of ‘humiliation ; and from hence, at other seasons, a as from 
another Pisgah, he oul take a. large survey of the vast. inheri- 
tance, which i is reserved for the saints. Here he would ratify. 
his solemn: engagements to od 5 a ere, like the good king 
Hezekiah, he would spre ead” thet various ‘circumstances of his 
people at the feet of ‘their common Lord. Tn all cases of diffi- 
culty he would retire 13 this consecrated place to ask counsel of 
the Most High; and here, i imes of uncommon distress, he has 
continued during whole’ nights i in prayer before God. 

47. “ At one period of his life, he was brought into such an 
intricate situation, that he was wholly. at a loss to discover what 
God required at his hand: and such was the difficulty before © 
him, that the opinions of his most experienced friends could 
afford him but little light with respect to it. In this state, for | 
three months successively, he spread the intricacies of his ease 
before the Judge of all the earth, entreating that he would di- 
rect the course of his conduct, by the order of his providence, 
and the. influence of his Spirit. His request was continued till 
an answer was obtained, which was not till the wall of his cham- 
ber could exhibit a proof of his vehement intercession ; that 
part. of it, agail ast which he was aceustomed to kneel, | appearing 
deeply stained with the breath he had spent im fervent supplica- 
tion; such was the ardour of his spirit, and such the devotion 
of his heart!» The above circumstance was discovered by 
some - about him, who were well acquainted with his manner In 
taPIRS ‘situations.’ ‘uae’ ae | Ete 

48. “His preaching was perpetually Drepeded, ‘econ: 
and succeeded by prayer. Before he entered upon the per- 
formance of his duty he requested of the great Master of assem- 
“a ie j apted to the conditions of his people ; earnestly 
% soliciting for nal wisdom, utterance, and power; for them 
‘ a serious frame, ah unprejudiced mind, cae a retentive heart. 
wy 
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This necessary preparation for the profitable performance of 
his ministerial duties, was of longer or shorter duration, accord- 
ing to his peculiar state at the time: and frequently hé could 
form an accurate judgment of the effect that would be pro- 
duced in public, by the languor or enlargement he had expe- 
rienced in private. The spirit of prayer accompanied him from 
the closet to the pulpit ; and while he was outwardly employed 
in pressing the truth upon his. hearers, he was inwardly engaged 
in pleading that last great. promise of his unchangeable Lord, 
Lam with you alway, even ‘unto the ene d of the world. 

“From the great congregation’ he again withdrew to his 
sacred retreat, there requesting in secret, that a blessing might 
accompany his public labours, and that: the seed which he had 
sown, being treasured up in honest and BoM hearts, might 
sooner or later become abundantly fruitful. 

49. “ While it is here recorded, that this faithful_servant of 


~ God was accustomed to pray without ceasing, it must be noted, 


at the same time, as a distinguishing part of his character, that 
in every thing he gave thanks. His heart was always m a 
grateful frame, and it was his chief delight to honour God by 
offering him thanks and praise. Frequently, when he has been 
engaged in recounting the gracious dealings of God with respect 
to himself, or his signal favours conferred upon the church, he 
has broke out in a strain of holy rejoicing, O that men would 
therefore praise the Lord for his goodness, and declare the won- 
ders that he doeth for the children of men! He considered 
every unexpected turn of providence, as a manifestation of his 
Father’s good pleasure, and discerned causes of thanksgiving, 
either obvious or latent, in every occurrence. Thus, either i in 
the expectation, or in the possession of promised mercies, he 
rejoiced evermore. The immediate causes of his joy were 
manifold, public and private, spiritual and temporal; but. they 
all were swallowed up in the advancement of Christ’s kingdom 


upon earth. This he considered, as a “subject | of | ‘univeral a 


rejoicing, and for this, he more especially desired to praise 
the name of God with a song, and to magnify it with thanks-~ 


giving. 
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50. As he. has justly expressed in his Portrait of St. Paul, 
p- 103, 2d edition Pastors, who pray for their flocks, pray not 
in vain. Their fervent petitions are heard, sinners. are con- 
verted, the faithful are edified, and thanksgiving is shortly joined 
to supplication.’— With respect to himself it was abundantly so. 
The seed which he had watered with his tears, and followed 
with his prayers, produced at length a plentiful harvest. His 
ministry was attended with unusual success, and a considerable 
body of his people saluted each other as brethren in Christ. 
His exultation over these, in their regenerate estate, was equal 
to his former solicitude on their account; and as often as an 
‘occasion has presented itself of leading a penitent prodigal into 
the household of God, his carriage has been marked with every 
possible demonstration of joy. Leading the returning wanderer 
into his spiritual family, he would cry out, with a countenance 
fall of holy triumph, “If there be joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth, then it is meet 
that we should rejoice and be glad together this day, for this my 
son was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found.—His 
joy was continually receiving some accession of this kind. 
From year to year, sinners were converted from the error of 
their ways, and believers were built up in their most holy faith: 
while he appeared among them as a happy father, rejoicing in 
their prosperity, and blessed in the eae of his spiritual 
children. » ; 

“Such were the different states of earnest prayer, and joyful 
praise, with which this evangelical preacher was deeply ac- 
quainted, and which mutually: preceded and succeeded each 
other in his Christian experience. | 

51. “It was observed to the disgrace of the ancient scribes, 
that they bound heavy burdens upon others, which they them- 
selves refused to touch with one of their fingers: and their 
uncharitable conduet in this respect, was publicly condemned 
by the blessed Jesus, who pronounced the severest judgments 
upon. their self-indulgence. Contrasted with the carriage of 
those illiberal pretenders to piety, the conduct of Mr. Fletcher 
appeared in a truly admirable and exemplary point of view. 


4 = 
dod 


130 THE LIFE OF 


Far from subjecting others to those hardships and restraints, 
which he refused to impose upon himself, he cheerfully: endea- 
voured to lighten the burdens of his brethren, though it was by 
redoubling his own. He laboured to quicken, and not to retard, 
the progress of the weak and inexperienced. He compas- 
sionated their defects, and made excuse for their constitutional 
infirmities, in the manner of his gracious Master, who kindly 
apse for the inattention of his sleeping disciples. 

“ He studied to present the religion of Jesus in its most 
alluring form, not as a vial of wrath, but as a cup of consolation ; 
not. as a galling yoke, but as a sacred tie; not as a depressing 
burden, but as a never-failing support. When he beheld the 
incautious entangled in the mazes of temptation, he tenderly 
jamented the effects of their indiscretion ; and instead of throw- 
ing unnecessary impediments in the way of their escape, he 
affectionately laboured fo break through the snare and deliver 
the captive. If his brother was overtaken in a fault, he endea- 
voured to restore him in the spirit of meekness—if his conscience 
was wounded with a sense of guilt, he hastened to meet him 
with healing remedies—if he was overwhelmed with the dread 
of his besetting sin, and harassed with the apprehension of 
future miscarriages, he encouraged him to come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that he might obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help him in every time of need. Inhis whole deportment towards 
the ignorant and unfaithful, he copied the character of a skilful 
and affectionate preceptor, who keeps future difficulties as far 
removed as possible from the view of his pupils, accommodating 
their exercises to their several capacities, overlooking their past 
negligence, supplying their present deficiencies, and mentioning 
their poor attainments with commendation and praise. 

52. “ But while his conduct towards others was marked with 
unusual lenity and tenderness, he exercised the strictest severity 
with regard to himself. He sought after an entire conformity 
to the perfect will of God. And to accelerate his progress 
‘toward this desirable state, he cheerfully renounced his natural 

“habits, and resolutely opposed’ his own will, unweariédly ‘la- 
bouring to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience 
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of Chri ists He struggled against the most innocent of his infir- 
mities ; he es upon the most painful exercises ; and refused 
to a low himself i in the least temporary indulgencies, which 
were I not perfectly consistent with a life of unfeigned mortifica- 
tion ae self-denial. He engaged himself in every ‘kind of 
| labour, with the most intense application, suffering no 


pai to remain unoccupied, nor any moment to pass by unim- 
eek and so ae was he gupr ed to habits of Christian 


most Nanas exercises vai pees rotaciee get An Met 
tions which he esteemed not only allowable, but, in some cases, 
apie to his weaker brethren. bene. himself as 2 


: KS course ae his valine. ‘He was careful. to. act, in every 
instance, consistently with his high profession ; training himself 
up to ‘spiritual hardness and activity, by a. resolute attention to 
the strictest rules of. Christian discipline ; preferring the path of 
duty before the Tap. of repose ; neither listening to the sugges- 
tions of. fear, nor ‘regarding the dictates of. worldly prudence ; 
stifling even the necessary calls of nature, that he might follow, 

with less interruption, the leadings. of grace; and, finally, 
‘counting neither ease, nor ‘interest, nor reputation, nor even life 
itself, dear to ee that he might finish his course with joy.” 


ae 
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CHAPTER: v. 


of the Bevertions he whi to @ ifferent Places, his frst Visit to his 
_ naive Country, his Office and Usefulness at Trevecka, and of 


“the ete! whereby he 7 was led to kekihs on controversial in ie 
fy & * ong a? x ee " 
ie 


1. Me Gece Fletcher a etached,. in no common 
degree, to those } among whom he was s appointed to labour; and 
although his endeavours were chiefly exercised for their spiritual 
benefit ; yet was his heart enlarged also toward all the children 
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of God, by whatever name they were distinguished, or wherever 
the bounds of their habitation were fixed. And he was ready, 
at all times, as far as his duty to his parishioners would permit, 
to minister to them the word of life.“ Considering. himself as 
a debtor® both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians, he was ready, 
had it been possible, to have visited the uttermost’ parts of the 
earth with the truths of the Gospel: and wherever a. Christian 
church was. established, he appeared deeply interested in its 
. welfare, expressing a vehement desire that it might be regulated, 
in all things, as the house of God, and become, to happy thou- 
sands, the gate of heaven. When the members of any distant 
church were. _represented as exemplary, for their faith, their 
; zeal, or ‘their love, he received th 2 report of their. advancement 
in grace with demonstrations of the sincerest joy, and publicly 
expressed his gratitude to that. great Master of assemblies, who 
hath pleasure % an the prosperity of his servants. When the pro- 
* fessors of C hristianity, i in any part of the world, were observed 
to grow weary of well-doing, either ‘declining from the faith. of 
the Gospel, or neglecting to ‘walk worthy of their high vocation ; 
his heart was penetrated, on thei account, with the most, ively 
concern: he lamented their “instability in.secret, and watered 
his couch with his tears. When the spiritual vine, in some remote 
part of the vineyard, appeared to be in danger. from the. fury of 
the oppressor ; when her hedges were broken down and her fruit 
torn away by the hand of persecution, he entered deeply into 
the distresses of the suffering church ; he fasted, he wept, he 
prayed, making continual AO before the great Lord of 
the vineyard, that he would look down. from heayen, and visit 
the plant which he had formerly strengthened for himself; that, 
spreading forth its boughs again unto the sea, and its branches 
unto the river, the hills might be covered with the shadon, of 
it, and the’ land be filled with its fruits.” 
2, With a view to promote the cause of. Christ, which, of 
all_other causes, lay nearest to his heart, he made excur- 
sions from time to time, nol only 3 into ane Sova apayille, 
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ar of the eta but to more distant parts of the 

ome A perse 1 who. was an eye-witness of the following 
saction, informed Mr. Joseph: Taylor, that in or about 
1765, he and a ie oe Bh wae in Hexcester- 


ecausé = demacted! - a little more Nello i in ‘cleaning 
the ehurc h, determined that persons from other parishes should 
not be admitted without _ paying. each one penny. For this 
purpose he placed himself at the church door, and began ‘to 
collect the. money from them. A man who was grieved at 
the conduct of the clerk, went to meet Mr. Fletcher, and in- 
formed him of it. Mr. Fletcher hastened up the hill, saying, 
“DELS stop his ‘proceeding. me ‘The. clerk seeing Mr. Fletcher 
approach, quitted the post. he had taken, and went to his 
desk. When’ the service was ended, Mr. Fletcher: said to the 
congregation, ey have not felt my ‘spirit | so” moved these six- 
teen years. Jast past as T have’ done to-day. I have heard 
that the lerk of this ‘parish has demanded, and has actually 
received’ money from divers strangers before he would suffer 
them to enter. the church. I desire that all who have paid 
money: this way for hearing the Gospel, will come to me, and 
I will return what they have paid. And as to this iniquitous 
clerk, his money perish with him.” In 1767, he was in Wales 
and Yorkshire, as he also occasionally visited Bristol and Bath, 
during which time, as well as during his absence in the preced- 
ing. year, | the: Rev. Mr. Brown was entrusted ‘with the care of 
his flock. - m Mr. Fletcher entertained a high opinion, and 
placed an “eteze. confidence in his. prudence, piety, and zeal. 
sGh. thank you,” says b he to Mr. Ireland, “for your care to pro- 
cure not only a supply for 1 my church, but such an agreeable, ac- 
ceptable, and profitable. one as Mr. Brown. » I know none that 
should be more’ welcome than he.—Tell him, , with a thousand 
Tae for his condescension, that 1 deliver my charge over fe 


a 
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him fally,. and give him a carte blanche, to do or not to do, as the 
Lord shall direct him.’?» ‘How long Mr. Brown continued at 
Madeley I cannot say, nor whether he supplied Mr. Fletcher's 
church during the time the latter spent in his native country, in 
company with his faithful and tried friend, Mr. Ireland, in the 
spring of the year ’ 1770. _ Hehad formed the design of paying his 
friends this visit in the preceding spring, as appears by the follow- 
ing peipenph of a letter to the same friend, dated. Mar ch 26, 
1769. ia Mme, 
A shalt be obliged | te go to Ci elas aba syear oa the next, 
if I hive, and the Lord permit. Thave there a brother, aworthy 
man, who threatens to leave hele: wife and children. to come and 
pay me a visit, if I do not go and see him myself. It is some 
time since ‘our gracious God has convinced. him of sin, and I 
have by me some of his letters, which give me great pleasure ; ; 
this circumstance. has more weight with me than the scicinent 
of my affairs.” 

Nevertheless he dia not go during that year, for at Mahe nse 
of it he writes from Madeley as follows : 

“‘ Last night I received your qbueine lets er, and am nae to 
accompany you to Montpelier, provided you will go with me to 
Nyon. I shall raise about twenty guineas, and with that sum, 
a gracious Providence, and your purse, I hope we. shall want 
for nothing. If the Lord send me, I should wantynothing, though 
I had nothing, < and. though my. fellow-traveller were no richer 
than myself, ‘ 

“I hope to be at Bristol soon to offer you my. services re pack 
up» You desired to have a Swiss servant, and I offer myself t to. 
you in that capacity ; for I shall be no more ashamed of serving 
you, as far as I am sit of doing it, than I.am of megs 
your livery. 

“ Two reasons (to say Raber of the noma of your ¢ com- 
pany) engage me to go with you to Montpelier—a desire to 
visit some poor Hugonots in the south of ‘France, and the need 
Lhave to recover a little French before I g to converse with 
7 compatriots.” se be ake. 
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3: The accomplishment, however, of his desire in their in- 
tended journey was further delayed fora few wecks, by a cir- 
cumstance which he oe of in the same letter in the following 
words. 

« The (popish) priest at Madeley i is going to open his Mass- 
house, and Ihave declared war on that account last Sunday, 
and propose to strip the whore of Babylon and expose her naked- 
ness to-morrow. © All the Papists are in a great ferment, and 
they have held meetings to consult on the occasion. One of 
their bloody bullies came to “ pick up,” as he said, a quarrel 
with me, and what would have been the consequence, had not I 
providentially had company with ‘me, I cannot say. How far 
their rage may be kindled to morrow I don’t know: but I ques- 
tion whether it will be right for me to leave the field in these 
circumstances. I forgot to mention that two of our poor igno- 
rant churchmen are going to join the Mass-house, which is also 
a cause of ay tes taken up arms. Farewell. 

mien A Bel og 


4, He preached the sermon intended the next Lord’s day. 
The text, on which he grounded his doctrine, as I have reason 
to believe, from a manuscript of his now before me, was 1 Tim. 
iv. 1—3. “The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abstain from meats, wilich God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them who believe and know the 
truth.” 

In discoursing from these veda if I may judge by the skele- 
ton of the sermon upon them, he showed, 1. What the apostolic 
doctrine was, and in what respect’ the Papists had departed 
from it, and given heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils. 1. ‘That, according to the apostles and prophets, the 
Holy Scriptures are a sufficient rule of faith and practice, Isa. 
vii, 20; Gal. i. 82 2 Tim. iii. 15-7. Jude 3." But that 
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the Church of Rome teaches, they’ ar not a sufficient rule 
“proposing some doctrines ‘as matters’ of faith, and requir- 
ing some things’ dinadiaal arp enentianeh det ae 


themselves, confess not to be contained n Seri 
maintaining | that tradition, as well as Séripture ‘is a 
lof fajita Odea nae PCIB EEO 

the like pious regard and veneration as betsy Seapres a 
declaring those to be -acctirsed who knowing! ly ¢ ae a 


2. That, accordinig to the apostolic faith; the one living and true 
God, is” the sole object of religious worship, 1 att. iv. 10. 
Whereas the Papists enjoin | the wo ip of ‘th e host, r conse- 
crated wafer; and of angels ints Jin ages and relics. 9. "That 
according to the 2 posties and other inspired writers, | hristis the 


only mediator betw beeen God ad ns se ocate, inter- 
cessor, and Saviour; 1°T im. ii. 5.- 1. Johnna? Dat hat te 
ig Fens aoe ae ee ener eSSOrS, | 


x 


zocates with God ) to whom “they’are wont to have re ec 
the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and. lle eeastetalshadeaane' at 
That the apostles and. evangelists teach us that there is no merit, 
strictly speaking, in us or in our works a eee that, at the . 
best, we are “unprofitable servants,” and our righteousness; 
considered in itself, as “ filthy rags:” that all merit ‘is in him, 
his life and death, his atonement and intercession + that there is 
no “ propitiatory, ne tantetr that of his cross, E lebr. is 3. and 
9, 11, 12, 26, and no “purgatory; but his blood and Spirit, 
1 John i i. 7. and Rey. i..5. Zech. xiii, 1. But that the Church of 
Rome, by her doctrine of ‘indulgences, of penances, and of works 
of supererogation, as well as by that of the sacrifice of the mass, 
and of purgatory, has evidently departed from that faith ; affirm. 
ing that “the works of justified persons do truly deserve eternal ‘ 
life,” and pronouncing “him accursed, who shall affirm that 
such works do not truly deserve an increase of grace here; and 
eternal life hereafter.” 5, That, ac he di 
Ghsiet and his apostles, the grac 2 of th 
source of all the-holiness, am nd 
good ae is in or is done by man : 


~ 
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beareth witness with the spirits of the faithful, that they are the 
children of God.’’ But the Papists’hold that the Virgin Mary is 
also a source of grace to the faithful, being accustomed to ad- 
dress her in these words, “ Hail, Mary, fulb of grace, the Lord 


‘be with thee, thy grace with me.” And they ‘maintain also, 


that there is no certain knowledge of salvation to be attained in 
this life. 6. As to the commands of God, they mangle the first ; 
they curtail, obliterate, or openly break the second; and most 
eyadentlyggoptradict and violate the tenth; the Goiiail of Trent 
having. pronounced them “accursed who say that concupiscence 
is sin.” 7. Prayer is perverted by them, being ridiculously ad- 
dressed to saints and. angels, and that by means of beads and 
strings ; is offered often for the dead, and, when in public gene- 
rally in a tongue not understood by the common people. 8. 
The. two sacraments are corrupted and abused: that of the 


Lord’s Supper by the doctrine of transubstantiation, which. 


teaches that the bread and wine are changed, by the act of con- 
secration, into the very body and blood of Christ; that it is “a 
sacrifice for the dead and the living,” and ought to be adored : 

and also in denying the cup to the’ laity.—Baptism is partly 
abused in the Baptism of Bells, and partly rendered ridiculous, 


by joining it with sundry foolish and unscriptural ceremonies. 


9. Marriage is constituted a sacrament, without any authority 
from Scripture, ar nd yet is forbidden to the clergy. . 

“Another part of Mr. Fletcher’s discourse went to show that 
the Spirit had expressly foretold that such a departure as this 
from the faith should take place in the latter days, or days inter- 
vening between Christ’s first and second coming. With this 
view, he appealed to the prophecy of Daniel, chap. vil. 25. and 
xi. 36, and to St. Paul’s Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
chap. ii. 4. proving, by convincing arguments, that these passa- 
ges of the Inspired Writings were meant to be understood of the 
general apostacy of the Church of Christ in Gospel days. He 
showed also, that this departure from the truth of doctrine and 
practice had taken place through giving way to iia spirits 


in popes and priests, jesnits and friars. 
13 
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5. Concerning the effects of this sermon, and the circum- 
stances es sie it, uci sigan: writes to his friend 
as follows : "y 

“ The def after Lwrote to you, 1 bi ie sermon rome 
Popery, which I had promised to my people: and Mr. S—t—r 
called out several times in the churchyard, as the people went 
out of church, that “there was not one word of truth in the 

.. whole of my discourse, and that he would prove it;” and told 
me, that “he would produce a gentleman: who should answer 
my sermon, and the pamphlet | had distributed.” I was there- 
fore obliged to declare in the church, that I should not quit 
England, and-was only going into Wales, from whence I would 
return soon to reply to the answer of Mr. S—t—r and the 
priest, if they should offer any. I am thus obliged to return to 
Madeley, by my word so publicly pledged, as well as. to raise a 
little money for my journey.” 9. 5 & 2 

&.. By this bold and prudent stand, thus dunde bya this man eof 
God, the designs of the Papists were in a great measure frus- 
trated, and they were prevented from making any progress 
worth mentioning in that neighbourhood. | It is true, there is 
even now a Mass-house and a priest at Madeley; but I find 
upon inquiry there are not a dozen Popish Kosniliogy in. the. 
parish. Ke x 

6. This little storm seems to bin been citys Satie over 
before the middle of January, at which time, however, he was 
still undetermined respecting his intended visit to France and 
Switzerland, as appears by a letter of the 13th of that month to 
Mr. Ireland, written from Wales. . : 

*] know not what to think of our journey. My néscaiie- 
quently recoils; I have lost all hopes of being able to preach in 
French, and I think if I could, they will not permit me. I be- 
come more stupid every day: my memory fails me in a surpri- 
sing manner. Iam good for nothing, but»to go and bury myself 
“sin my parish.—Judge, then, whether | am fit to go into the 
world. On the other hand, I fear that your journey: is’ under- 
taken partly from complaisance to me, and in consequence of the 
engagement we made to go together. I acquit you of your pro- 
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mise, and if your business do not really'demand your presence 
ine France, 1. ‘beg you will not think ‘of going there on my 
account. The bare idea of | giving you trouble would make the 
journey ten times more a to- a ‘than’ ‘the season 
of thie *y caren. ee Fie HS WHA pee 

“Tf your affairs ds not fonlty call you “ ave ance, 1 vill wait 
until Providence and grace shall open a way for me to the 
‘mountains of Switzerland, if Iam ever to see them again. 
Adieu. _ Give yourself wholly to God. “A divided heart, like a 
divided kingdom, falls naturally, by its own gravity, either into 
darkness, or into sin.—My:heart’s desire is, that the love of 
Jesus may fill your ao and that of gaps pres and speed 
obliged servant, . . . 
ee a a . a cig a F. i 
Se fe ee ee a en ae 

wv His friend, it appears, awa valved his Abate; and answered | 
tie objections so much to his satisfaction in his reply, that theyll 
‘soon afterward undertook their journey, and travelled through 
a great part of France and Italy, as well as visited Switzerland. 
It is extremely to be regretted, that neither of them kept a 
journal during this tour, as the incidents which occurred, I know, 
were such as-‘would have afforded much important, as well as 
pleasing information; if recorded in a narrative of this kind. In 
order, ‘in some. degree, to supply this want, I insert here the 
following short account of some of these- occurrences, which 
Mr. Ireland has i ——— me with, in answer to my 
Inqishiee he eth Gre Oe Nae apt aig: kag nai aes 

~ 8. His words sis It wile give 1 ‘me great oleae to. ada 
any thing to what I have already communicated: respecting my 
much esteemed, but deceased friend. But alas! I may as well at- 
tempt to gather up water spilt on the ground. I was with him day 
and night; in our first jourhey, nearly five months, travelling all 
over Italy and France. At that time a Popish priest resided in 
his parish, who attempted to mislead the poor people. Mr. Flet- 
cher, therefore, throughout this journey, attended the sermons of 
the Roman Catholic clergy, visited their convents and monas-' 
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teries, and conversed with all the most serious ‘among thém, 
whom he met with, in order that hé might thoroughly know 
their sentiments concerning spiritual religion. And he was so 
very particular in making his observations respecting the gross 
and absurd practices of the priests and other clergy, especially 
while we were in Italy, that we were ‘frequently in no small 
danger of our lives. He wished. to attend the Pope’s Chapel 
at Rome, but I would not consent to accompany him, till I had 
obtained a promise from him, that he would forbear to speak by 
way of censure or reproof of what he saw or heard. He came 
into company with a great many men of science and ‘learning, 
with whom he conversed freely:on Gospel truths ; which most 
of them opposed with violence. A few heard sted were edified. 
[have often said that I would give a considerable sum of money, 
could I recollect, or procure a copy of his arguments, and their 
replies, respecting the capital truths of the Gospel. | But, alas! 
my memory fails me; and although I was exceedingly struck 
with them at the time I heard them, yet as they occurred fre- 
quently, I had not leisure on the journey to take minutes of 
them. His whole life, as you well know, was a sermon: all his 
conversations were sermons. Evenhis disputations with infidels 
were full of instruction. We met with'a gentleman of fortune 
once on a journey, an excellent classical scholar, with whom we | 
continued near a fortnight in a hotel... He:said he had travelled 
all over Europe, and had passed through all the Societies in 
England, to find a person whose life corresponded with the Gos- 
pels and with Paul’s Epistles. \And he asked me, (for it was 
with me he first began to converse) if I knew of any clergyman, 
or Dissenting minister in England, possessing a stipend of one 
hundred pounds a year for the cure of souls, ising pred not 
leave them all, if L offered him double that sum. I replied in 
the affirmative, and soon pointed out my. friend Mr. Fletcher, 
when absent. Disputations now commenced, which continued, 
at intervals, for many days. And they had this effect upon the 
gentleman, that he ever after revered and respected our friend ; 


and when we met again, many years on at eee ‘gee 
him every civility.” 
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. 9. The instance referred to by Mr. Ireland in the preceding 
account is related more at large by Mr. Gilpin, in the following 
words :—“ Some years ago, he met with a traveller on the con- 
tinent-who had adopted the sentiments of Voltaire, with respect 
to the religion of Jesus; a man of much information and refine- 
ment, and a strenuous opposer of the Christian faith, This 
gentleman no sooner understood that he was sitting in company 
with a zealous defender of scriptural. truth, but, confiding in his 
own superiority, he carelessly threw out the gauntlet, by ridi- 
culing the sentiments which Mr. Fletcher maintained. Our 
pious traveller immediately accepted the challenge with a 
modest assurance, and the conversation between these two able 
disputants soon became serious. Every argument, on either 
side, was proposed with the greatest caution, and every propo- 
sition examined with the nicest accuracy.——After the contest had 
continued for several hours together, the gentleman grew impa- 
tient at his want of success ; while his calmer opponent confuted 
and exposed the tenets he. had vainly endeavoured to maintain. 
ix aS) debate was. continued by adjournment, for the space 
of a week; and, during this season, whatever had been said 
upon: the subject by the most celebrated writers, was regularly 
brought forward, and thoroughly canvassed. Mr. Fletcher. re- 
peatedly overcame his. antagonist, whose. arguments became 
; more languid and ineffectual toward the close of the debate, and 
who regularly lost his temper and his cause together. In the 
course of this controversy, Mr. Fletcher took a view of the 
Christian’s enviable life, his consolation in trouble, and his tran- 
quillity in danger ; together with his absolute superiority to all the 
evils of life and the horrors of death; interspersing his remarks 
with wre ae ote cia and, hpewertul persuasives to 
* sae lane st liaiiins of EE soechic Jails in the 
course of which, the unsuccessful disputant conceived so exalted 
an idea of his opponent’s character, that he never afterward 
‘mentioned his name but with. peculiar veneration and regard. 
Andyas a proof that this regard was unfeigned, meeting with 
‘Mr. Fletcher about eight years afterward in Erovence; where 
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he lived in affluence and ease, he showed him every possible 
civility, entertaining him at his own house in the most hospitable 
manner, and listening to his’conversation on spiritual subjects 
with all ee attention and respect. — oN = 
“Such was the njanner in which Mr. Fletcher’ acquitted him- 
self in the defence of oppressed truth; and whether his efforts 
were successful or not, he left behind him in every place, suffi- 
cient proofs of the acuteness, resolution, and constancy, with 

which-he exerted himself in her cause.” © =<) 
10. Another anecdote, similar to the preceding, faPrelated 
by the same pious ‘author in the following words: “ Meet-. 
ing some years ago with a young Genoese, who was returning 
from Antibes to Genoa, ‘Mr. Fletcher, who’ was taking the 
same route, very courteously accepted the’ offer of his com- 
pany. Aftera short conversation had taken place between them, 
our pious traveller was deeply affected to discover that his com- 
a panion had imbibed the sceptical notions of the day. Upon 
this discovery, he beheld the youth with a mixture of compas- 
sion and hope, secretly determining to improve the providence 
which had cast this young stranger in his way, by attempting to 
lead him from the grossness of. materialism to the spirituality of. 
the Gospel. | As they were detained at Monacho by contrary 
winds, he thankfully embraced this favourable opportunity of 
conversing with his fellow-traveller in the freest and most affec- 
iionate manner. _ At first the young man maintained his own sen- 
timents with a great degree of warmth, and witha strong persua- 
sion that every attempt to refute them would be ineffectual; 
but in the course of a few hours, he was unexpectedly staggered 
by the forcible arguments of his wiser opponent. At the end of 
two day’s debate, he frankly acknowledged himself vanquished, 
and expressed a desire that the controversy might be turned in- 
to a liberal inquiry respecting the nature of revealed religion. 
Here Mr. Fletcher entered upon a part of his province, to which 
he was always especially disposed, explaining the Scriptures in a 
manner peculiar to himself, ‘equally intelligible and sublime, 
leading on his astonished companion from mystery to mystery, and 
opening before him an unbounded prospect of grace and glory. 
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The young man was struck with. the masterly skill, and affected 
with the more | than parental concern of his instructer. He look- 
ed up to him with reverence, and listened to him with admira- 
tion: and still, the longer | he.attended to his discourse, the more 
he was athirst for - information, renewing the sacred subject with 
litle intermission. from morning till night. 
© At length-the young gentleman was constrained. to acknow- 
on shopeatanl depravity. and darkness, of his mind, bewailing 
his form rm r inattention to the most momentous _ concerns, and 
lamenting with many tears, that he had wandered so long with- 
out the help of an _ experienced guide to extricate bim from the 
mazes ae delusion; and error. . From this time he desired to he 


a EX cher was oad to eacounh some 2 portion of ae pecu- 
lial, ada apted to his circumstances : : and, during the continuance 
levotional « exercises, such was the solemn attention and 
deportment. of. this altered youth, that. a stranger would have = 
_ supposed. t him a, student of deep experience in the school. of 
‘Christ.— —These religious i impressions. were not only continued, 
but. deepened, from day to day, till their arrival at Genoa: when 
Mr. Fletcher had the satisfaction of observing, in the character: 
of his amiable companion, SEEIT apparent token of a real and 
permanent change. a a 
seh ‘ During. Mr. Fletcher's. ro eeeatin at this place, be had 
frequent opportunities of conversing with his new acquaintanee, 
from» whom he received many testimonies of affectionate regard, 
and whom he endeayoured, to establish i in the faith of the Gos- 
pel. He gave. him sych directions. and warnings as were Suited 
to. his state. He exhorted him to search the Scriptures, and to 
continue instant in, prayers He. set. before him the trials and 
difficulties. which. would probably attend his spiritual progress, 
together with the. advantages and. consolations .which must 
necessarily accompany a religious life, He guarded him against 
the devices of an,ensnaring world, and pointed out the vanity of 
“gpuichest gifts; how transient, its smiles, how triflingats, honours, 
ncertain its riches, how inconstant : its friendship, how fee-__ 
ble its supports ;-rentreating him to mark it downi in his memory, 


* @ 
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that the friend of the world is the enemy f God. And now, 
being called away from Genoa, after taking a most. affection- - 
ate leave of his young disciple, and commending: him to God 
in solemn prayer, he went on his way rejoicing. 

11. We learn further from. Mr. Ireland, that hil they 
were at Marseilles, he: procured for Mr. Fletcher the use of 
a Protestant Church i in that neighbourhood. After this grant. 
had been obtained, Mr. Fletcher made the circumstance of 
his preaching there the subject of most fervent prayer during 
the whole of the preceding week. And inasmuch as he found 
no freedom in his mind, nor confidence in praying concerning 
it, nor expectation of doing good by preaching, he entreated 
Mr. Ireland. every day, even until the Sunday morning when 
he was to preach, to go and inform the minister he must de- 
cline preaching.. Mr. Ireland, however, refused;* and Mr. 
Fletcher was compelled, by a regard for consistency and pro- 

© prety of conduct, to go up into the pulpit; although under 
great fear and depression of mind. God was pleased, how- 
ever, when he began, to pray, to give him great freedom of 
speech and enlargement of heart, and he afterward preached 
ina manner that astonished all that heard him. The whole con-: 
gregation, among whom were many. ministers, were in tears, 
and exceedingly affected, most Pr of thonl time that he was en- 
gaged in the service. _ ti ati 

12.. The reader would wee that in one of the letters 
quoted above, Mr. Fletcher mentions. “his. having a desire to 
visit some Hugonots (Protestants): in the south of France, 
and it was during this tour that his desire was gratified, and’. 
the following circumstance took place, related by, Mr. Gilpin 
in his Notes. Indeed while on his last journey to the conti- 
nent, he was not in a state of health to’ meneitobm, any si 
hour of the kind. . +A vane he 

“Passing some years ago,” says Mr. Gilpin, NS enw rey 
south of France, he expressed, a longing desire to visit the. 
Protestants*ifi the Sevennes Mountains, whose fathers had 
suffered so greatly in the cause of godliness, To! converse 
with the children of those who had laid down their lives in 


- ¢ 
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eS . was'a privilege not to be despised by a 

an, who never Jost an opportunity of conversing with a righte~ 

pre se = ht ic ow asa ve ssid Though 
x nA : ae 


posmse tein es gers, 
Heer etn fav thé ere die? 


were ‘so m slethente swithiate-o con seasievs sia manners raf | 
their gue i that they considere¢ the richest provisions their 
house'could afford, as too mean to be set before him. » After a 
hasty repast the conversation was continued on the part of Mr 
Fletcher, and attended to by the children, as well as: by their 
parents, with a . degree: of eagerness, which discovered their de- 
sire of religious instruction. Before they retired ipeett, prayer. 
was proposed : and while this holy man was engaged in pouring 
out his ferven ; supplication before God, the family around him 
were. uncommonly affected, melted into tears, and filled with 
holy admiration. \ Early on the morrow, while he repeated his 
exhortations and renewed his prayers, he was listened to with the: 
same veneration and earnestness; when, taking an affectionate 
leave of the family, he left the whole household ina state of 
astonishment and concern. ‘This: little relation was taken’ from: 
SS ,, , who immediately gave it out among his 
a eg inet erie alnonaite ane a _—— ‘into 
10u! se 


fay mil rwas 0 é Fat 
Mee ett + ya's ten ys a ‘g er 19° Ste ae tie ES eR ae 


he 
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“ Continuing his journey, Mr. Fletcher reached a little town, 
where he was entertained by a pious minister, to whom he had 
been recommended. rete he was Cea RPS serious Pro- 
testants with open arms, aTnOne whom he exercised his ministry 
with much freedom and success. He conversed with their 
elders, he admonished their youth, he visited their sick, diligent- 


ly exhorting and instructing them from “house to house, while 
“many among them were comforted, and many built eis in weil 


most holy faith. 
“Tn the course of his progress through: these mountains, he 
put up ata little house, where' his landlord was one of those per- 


“sons who seldom utter a word unaccompanied by an oath. Our 


benevolent traveller addressed this unthinking creature in his | 
usual pointed and pathetic: manner; and not without effect. His 


heart was deeply penetrated with the deserved rebuke, he con- 


fessed his error, and expressed’ a serious concern for the irregu- 
larity of his past conduct. Mr. Fletcher had many opportuni- 


‘ties in this family for the pious exercises of admonition and 


prayer; and, from the time of his sojourning among them, an 
uncommon reformation was apparent in the conversation and 
mantiers of his host. It has since appeared, that the solemn 
exhortations he received during this season, were attended with 
so extraordinary an effect upon this poor man, that if, on any 


future occasion, he discovered an unholy warmth in his temper, 


nothing more was necessary: to produce an immediate calm in 


‘his mind, than the bare recollection of that ponent sige 


who had once lodged beneath his roof. : 

» “This tedious journey (of which ‘a much more circumstantial 
account might be given,) while it evinced’the love of this inde- 
fatigable pastor to ‘those whom he knew only by report, was 
productive of the happiest: consequences to those who attended 
his ministry upon this occasion, and oer to those who en. 


tertained him in their families?) SecCyE? 


13. It was during this seston neta that. bile: they. were 
earns through a part of Italy, “as they approached the Ap- 
pian-Way, he directed the driver to stop before he entered upon 


: wi yen ra 
oF RARE ee 


THE REV. JOHN. FLETCHER. 147 


_ He then ordered the chaise. door to be opened, assuring his 
get ire that. his heart would not. suffer him to ride over 
that ground, upon. which { the apostle Paul had formerly walked 
chained to a. soldier, on account. of preaching the everlasting 
Gospel. mi As soon as he. hhad set his. foot upon this old Roman 
road, he took off his hat; and, walking on, with his eyes lifted 
up t to heave , return d thanks to God in a most. fervent manner, 
for that ligh , those t uths, and that ‘influence « of the Holy Spirit, 
which were continued to the present: day. He Tejoiced that 
England was favoured. with the Gospel in its purity; and de- 
youtly implored, that Rome might again have the truths of that 
Gospel declared in those churches which’ were disgraced with a 
worship. little superior to that of ancient Athens. He then took 
a view of the exemplary life, the extensive travels, and astonish- 
ing labours of the great apostle. He recounted his sufferings 
when a. prisoner, and his*trials when at liberty ; ; his rigid) self- 
denial, and his voluntary poverty for the furtherance of the 
Gospel. He spoke of ‘his painful ministry, and his violent per- 
secutions, enlarging, with peculiar energy, upon his last j Joumey 
from Jerusalem to Rome. He then ran over his experience ;— 
his faith, his love, his abundant ‘revelations, and his constant 
communion with the Lord, Jesus Christ; demonstrating that, 
without ‘such communion, he could never have supported the 
sharp conflicts and repeated sufferings to. which: he was daily 
exposed. Here he adverted to his own situation, with a degree 
of ‘gratitude that surpasses all. description.. What a miracle of 
mercy, said he, that a Christian, hated and despised as he is by all 
men, is yet suffered to live: and that we, who desire to be such, 
can travel at. this. day unmolested among, those who abhor the: 
truth as itis in Jesus. Their ancestors. were stained with the 
blood of the innocent; and were the: Gospel to be proposed in 
its. purity, to the ‘present | generation, they would rush upon the 
preacher of it, as so many beasts of prey, if. He, who restrained 
jfipdions from devouring Daniel, were not present to control 
their destructive zeal. These remarks were continued for a 
long time together, sweetly intermixed with occasional prayer 
and praise. He breathed nothing but devotion; and had he not, 
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been prevented by the presence of the driver, such were his 
feelings on treading this celebra wa ‘road, that he would certain- 
ly have acted like St. Paul when’ he retired ‘to the river side, 
where prayer was wont to be Pradege As ae ak Oa eae hs 

14. Soon after his arrival in Switzerland, pat he ‘was — 
upon. by the clergy at Nyon, who severally pressed him to— 
nour their pulpits during his stay at that place. Onthe ‘morrow 
of his arrival, being the Sabbath-day, he ‘addressed his country- 
men in an admirable discourse, the’ result of much prayer and 
meditation. ‘The subject matter of this sermon, and the manner 
in which it was delivered, were equally striking. The clear- 
ness and pathos with which he expressed himself on this occa- 
sion, attracted the attention of all, and filled many with a se+ 
rious concern for the faith once dititbeed to the saints. © Deists 
themselves listened with admiration; while the multitude ap- 
peared as though they saw and heard one more than man. 
To adopt the French idea, he carried off the whole audience. 
During his continuance at Nyon he preached in different 
churches; and wherever he was announced, multitudes flocked 
from all cioaitetd to attend him. ~The reputation of his great 
abilities drew together persons of every description ; and it was 
truly refreshing, says an intimate friend of Mr. Fletcher, who 
was present upon these occasions, to behold the powerful effects 
of the Gospel among those, who, before that time, had seldom 
or never heard it proclaimed in its purity. Many despisers of | 
revelation were overawed and confounded; many formal: pro- 
fessors were touched with the power of true religion; and 
many careless lovers of pleasure were obras with: a ee 
sense of eternal things. hae STN ey 

“ Qne young man in’ particular, was so deine otf by 
the discourses of this powerful preacher, that he. ‘immediately 
resolved to consecrate himself to the service of God in the work 
of the holy ministry. Accordingly he betook himself from that 
‘time to studies of a sacred nature, and is at this day minister. of 
the Protestant church at Lyons. Among others,a good old 
minister, who was more than seventy years of age, heard him 
gladly ; and earnestly entreated him to lenethen’out his visit at 
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phan thoughit shoal: ae sas week oa the time 


iihporhones oud v 


veniently be complied with, olden man ab it ‘turning’ to 


P asa Fletcher’s fel mgemialien: pyaliees exclaimed, if <0. sir, 


wifcanty attested by tg “numerous etd ah nti in 
private, for religious instruction. And the grateful sense his 
countrymen entertained of those. labours was fully expressed, in 
their affectionate. concern at his. departure. from among them. 
Weeping multitudes crowded. round his carriage, anxious to re- 
ceive a last word or jook: and not a few followed his chariot 
above two miles from. the town, before. they had resolution, to 
tear shirealice veal aw doped: company of this venera- 

bleman, ar hte Fen 
gute Bor. Nyon ene abgrined ss the cron He a, Alns sees 
divine was truly unfortunate ; but it was equally happy for that 
favoured village, which was appointed to be the scene of his ex- 
-emplary labours.—There his strength and his arms were chiefly 
-exercsied, and there his most important victories over sin were 
obtained. — ‘There: his. name will long continue to be. had in 
honour; and from thence many a goodly jewel will be col- 
sneer cen for him me crown of Fejoicing in the ay of the 
Joord.??s- oat 3 : 
mG. ies tin pita of scoitaieg. ‘as ibe as Saaolletal: in that 
year, he and his friend returned to England. Soon after their 
betas I had the happiness of being: frequently in company with 
t, Treland, first at ‘Trevecka, 1 in’ Wales, and afterward at his 
comlibege mea and of hearing many pleasing and edifying 
anecdotes conce ing Mr. Fletcher, and the circumstances of 
their journey. Elament : that length of time, and the’ multitude 
__-of affairs Providence has called me to be engaged in, have 
; * €) ased these so — Ayan —_ seg Wee Tam not. able to give 
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“well remember, wha shall never va eataleaaa that i is ae very set | 
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esteem and veneration. in which’ Mr. Fletcher was held by. his 
friend and fellow-traveller, who, , during the | five months spent 
together on their tour, had seen such proofs, from day to day, of 
his exalted piety, fortitude, and wisdom, t that he was perfectly 
sepia with him. If Mr. Fletcher ha been an angel in 

ot, We e held | him i in higher” 
aes nor af eee more losis seen al Ba his praise. 
He was careful, however, to ascribe the glory « of all, ie excel- 
lencies that were in him to the grace of God. 

16. My personal acquaintance. with Mr. Bletchoxs was. thi 
but slight. I had, 1 think, only had two or three interviews 
with him, which, as. far as I can recollect, were in the year 
1768, when I was classical master at Kingswood School. _ As he 
occasionally , made. an excursion from Madeley to Bristol and 
Bath, in one of those excursions we invited him to preach at 
Kingswood. He was peculiarly assisted while he was applying 
those encouraging words, Hun that cometh unto me, F will inno 
wise cast out. ‘The people were exceedingly. affected ; indeed 
quite melted down. The tears streamed so fast from the eyes 
of the poor colliers, that their black faces were washed by. them, 
and almost universally streaked. with white. And as to himself, 
his zealous soul, had been carried out so far beyond his strength, 
that when he concluded, he put off a shirt which was as wet as 
if it-had been dipt in water. _ But this was nothing strange : 
wherever he” ‘preached it was generally the case. .From_ this 
time I conceived a particular esteem for him, chiefly on account 
of his piety ;.and wished much for a further acquaintance with 
him ; a blessing which. I soon after obtained. ; ‘edbtinng 

17. For about this time the countess of. Huntingdon erect: 
ed a Seminary at Trevecka, in Wales, in order to educate 
pious young men, of whatever denomination, for the ministry. 
She proposed to admit only such as were: truly. converted to 
God, and resolved to dedicate themselves to his service. _ They. 
were at liberty to stay there three years, during which time they — 
were to have their education. gratis, with every. necessary of 
life, and a suit of clothes once a year; afterward: those who de-- 
sired it might enter into the ministry, either in the established, 
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peng en or ‘among Protestants of any other denomi- 
aa > high ‘opinion \ “hich the countess had of Mr. 

; learning, and. abilities for such an office, she in- 
vitea hin to. Jilidertales the superintendence of that ‘Seminary. 
p Not that he ip to be: cinpeaye ee theres spa 


t Y :‘ But he was to attend as sant cas he 
conveniently coulc to give advice with regard to the appoint- 
ment of. masters, and the admission or exclusion of students: to 
oversee their studies” and conduct ; ; to assist. their piety, and 
judge of their qualifications for the work of the ministry; 
18. As Mr. Fletcher greatly approved of the design, cpl 
considering, first, ‘That none were to be admitted but such as 
feared and loved God; and secondly, That when they were 
prepared for. ity they ss ‘to be at liberty to enter into’ the 
ministry wherever Providence should’ open a door; he readily 
complied with the invitation, and undertook the ee This 
he did without fee or reward, from the sole motive of being use- 
fal in the most important work of training up persons for the 
glorious office of ‘preaching the Gospel. And some months 
after, with the same’ view, through his means, and in con- 
sequence of Mr. Weéley’s recommendation to her. ladyship, 
I was made Heads Master of the Academy, or as it was com- 
monly called, the College, though I could very ill be spared 
from Kingswood, where I had cic in sbeteeneriy about four 
years. aya Bs VE EN Roa cue oi Mh Se yew Wy Fa 
£93 Being yet einatiy wanted at Kingswood, and isis likewise 
a term to keep at Oxford, I could only pay them a short visit, 
for the present, which was in January, 1770. But in the spring 
following I went to reside there; and ‘for some time was well 
satisfied with my ‘situation. The young men were serious, and 
erable ‘progress. in learning ; and many of them 
med to have talents forthe ministry: Mr. Fletcher visited 


_\ them frequently, and. ‘was received as an angel of God. It is 


4 ‘not possible for me to describe the veneration in. which we all 
we Like Elijah i in the -schools of the prophets, he was 
d; he waaay + he was almost adored: and that, not 
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only by every student, but by ev every member of the family. 
And indeed he was worthy. The reader will’ pardon me, if h 
think I exceed. My jeart-tanclis while I write. Here it was 
that’ I saw, shall I say, ‘an angel in human flesh? I should not 
far exceed the truth if I said so. . But he eds saw a descen- 
dant of fallen Adam, £0 fully raised above t the e ruins of the fall, 
that though by the. body he was tied down to. earth, yet was his 
“whole conversation in heaven: yet was his life, from day to day, 
hid: with Christ in God. Prayer, praise, love, and zeal, all 
ardent, elevated above what one would think attainable in this 
state of frailty, were the element in which he continually lived. 
And as to others, his one employment was to call, entreat, and 
urge them, to ascend with him to the glorious Source of being 
and blessedness. He had leisure, comparatively, for nothing 
else. Languages, arts, sciences, grammar, rhetoric, logic, even 
divinity itself, as it is called, were all laid aside, when he ap- 
peared in the school-room among the students. | His full heart 
would not. suffer him to be silent. He must speak, and they 
were readier to ‘hearken to this servant and minister of Jesus 
Christ, than to attend to Sallust, Virgil, | Cieexo; or any 
Latin or Greek historian, poet, or philosopher they had been 
engaged in reading. And they seldom hearkened long, before 
they were all m tears, and every heart etched fine from the 
flame that burned in his soul. | <A ipigaieg 
20. These seasons. penaialy, pinnae sires inthis. Bliss con- 
vinced that tobe filled with the Holy Ghost was a better qualifi- 
ieation for the ministry, of the Gospel than any classical learning, 
(although that too be useful im its place,) after speaking awhile 
in: the school-room, he used frequently to say, “As many. of 
you as are athirst for this fulness of the Spirit, follow me into my 
room.” . On this, many of us: have instantly. followed him, and 
there continued for two or three hours, wrestling hke.J jacob : for 
the blessing, praying one after’ another, till we could pesttutp ‘ 
kneel no longer. This was not done once or twice, but. many — 
times. And I have sometimes, seen him, on these occasions, 
once in particular, so filled with the love of God,. that he could 
contain ne more, leat cried out, “O my God,’ withhold thy 
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hand, or the vessel will burst.” But he afterward told me he 
was afraid he had grieved the Spirit of God; and that he ought 
rather ‘to have prayed, ‘that the Lord would have enlarged the 
vessel, or have suffered it to break, that. the soul might have had 
no farther bar or interruption to its enjoyment of the Supreme 
Good. In this he ‘was certainly right. For, as Mr. Wesley 
has observed, the oper prayer on such an occasion would have 
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gaan al eas aL Cae: me the ealra desire, REESE aL Bh aa 

3 “Pec And: open, Lord, my soul, 
- Thy own fulness to require, ~ 

And. comprehend the whole ! 
Stretch my faith’s capacity 

- Wider and yet wider still: 


be. Se My. cab soul GNP Rin opie seg 


y 


i on ‘Such was “the sidiisey biiployinent of this man Sh God, 
while he remained at Trevecka. He preached the word of life 
to the students and family, and as many of the neighbours’ as 
desired to be present. He was instant in season and out of sea- 
son; he reproveds rebuked, ewhorted with all long-suffering. He 
was always employed, either in illustrating some important 
truth, or exhorting to some neglected duty, or administering 
some ‘needful comfort, or relating some useful anecdote, or mak- 


ing some ‘profitable remark or observation upon some occur- 


rence. And his devout soul, always burning with love and zeal, 
led him to intermingle prayeial all he uttered. Meanwhile 


his 1 manner was so solemn, and at the same time so mild and in- 


sinuating, that it was’ hardly possible for any one who had the 
happiness of f being i in his company, not to be struck with awe 
( -d with love, as if in the presence of an angel or de- - 
“parted spirit. Indeed “i frequently thought, ‘while attending 
0 his heavenly — ‘discourse ‘and divine spirit, that he was so 
different from, and superior to, the: ‘generality of mankind, 


as ‘to look snes like Moses, or Elijah, or ‘some prophet or 


apostle come again from the dead, than a mortal man 
| 20 
ce 


: 
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dwelling in a house of clay. It is true, his weak and long- 
afflicted body proclaimed him'to be” human. But the graces 
which so eminently filled and adorned his soul, manifested him 
tobe divine. And long before his happy spirit returned to God 
who gave it, that which was human seemed in a great measure 
‘to be swallowed up of life. a ae ee 
22. And as Mr. Fletcher was’ ‘iiss me dawocried id 
his exhortations to, and prayers for, the students and other mem- 
bers of the family, while present with them, so he was far from 
being inattentive to their spiritual ‘welfare when absent. His 
concern for their prosperity in the divine life constrained him, . 
during his absence from them, frequently to address to them 
pastoral letters full of instruction and exhortation—One of 
these, the only one I have in my possession, I shall here insert. 
It was written from Madeley, J er 23, 1770, vaso ug after 
ro return from pret o Soo peg as 


*€6 “To the Masters and capitis ot i Hoatingdo Cale 

% Grace, mercy, and peace attend you, my dear aloud 
from God our Father, and from our Lord and brother, Jesus 
Christ. Brother, do I say? but should I not rather have written 
atu? Is not he all andinall? All to believers, for he is their 
God as the oes (the Word,) and their Friend, Brother, Father, 
Spouse, &c. &c. &. as he is rsvyos yevoneves eaet (the Word made 
fresh.) From him, through him, and in him, I salute you in the 
Spirit. I believe he is here with me and in me; I ‘believe he is 
yonder with you and in you; for ‘in him we ive move, and 
have,’ not only our animal, but rational, and: spiritual ‘being.’ I 
believe it, I say, therefore I write: | May the powerful grain of 
faith remove the mountain of remaining unbelief, that you and I 
may see things as God sees them! that we may no more judge by 
appearances, but judge righteous: judgment ; that we may no 
more walk by carnal sight, but by faith, the sight of God’s- chil. 
dren below! When this is the case, we shall discover that the a‘ 
Creator is Ati indeed, and that creatures (which we are wont to — 
put in his place since the fall) are mere nothings, passing ¢louds 


wf 
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that our Sun of Righteousness hath thought fit to clothe himself 
with, and paint some of his glory upon. » In an instant he could 
scatter them into their original : nothing, or resorb them for ever, 
and stand, without competitor, mm the Brie. But “suppose 
that all creatures should stand for ever little signatures of God, 
what are they eve - their most glorious estate, but as tapers 
kindled by | his | is well as formed by his power? Now con- 
- ceive a Sun, a spiritu al Sun, whose. centre is every where, whose — 
circumference can be found nowhere; a Sun whose lustre as 
much’ surpasses. the brightness of the luminary that rules. the 
day, as. the Creator surpasses the creature ; and say, What are 
the twinkling tapers of good men on earth, what is the smoking 
flax of wicked creatures—what the glittering stars of saints in 
* heaven? Why, they are all lost.in his transcendent glory, and 
if any one of these would set himself up as an object of esteem, 
regard, or admiration, he must indeed be mad with se/f and 
b pride ; he must be (as dear Mr. Harris hath often told us) a fool- 
ish apostate, a. devil. ‘Understand this, believe this, and you 
will sink to unknown’ depths of self-horror, for having aspired at 
being somebody, self-humiliation for seeing yourself nobody, or 
what is worse, an evil body. But I would not have you dwell 
even upon this evil, so as to lose sight of your Sun, unless it be 
to see him covered, on this account, with your flesh and blood, 
and wrapt in the cloud of our nature. Then you will cry out 
with St. Paul, O thedepth! Then, finding the manhood is again 
resorbed into the Godhead, you will gladly renounce all selfish, 
separate existence in Adam and from Adam: you will take 
Christ to be your life ; you will become his members by eating 
his flesh | and drinking his blood; you will consider his flesh as 
your flesh, his bone as your bone, his Spirit as your spirit, his 
righteousness. as your righteousness, his cross as your cross, and 
his crown (whether of thorns or‘glory) as your crown: you 
_ will ‘reckon. yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive un- 
q _to God, through this dear Redeemer; you will renounce pro- 
; k priety, you. will heartily and gladly say, ¢ Not J, not I, but Christ 
” liveth,’ and only because he lives I do, and shall live also, When 
i is. 0 with us, then are we’ LCHSATARES in our Creator, and 
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redeemed creatures in our Redeemer. Then we understand and 
feel what he says; Separate from me, 3 wes ems TH xTiss wdev ese, 
Moers ems ts calneos x Duvarde morety edev,* * ¢The moment! consider 
Christ and myself as two, I am gone, says Luther, and I say so too ; 
Tam gone into self, and into antichrist, for that which will be some- 
thing, will not let Christ be al/, and that which will not let Christ 
be all, must certainly be antichrist. What a | poo , jejune, dry thing, 
_ is doctrinal Christianity, compared with the clear and heart-felt 
assent that the believer gives to these fundamental truths! 
What life, what strength, what comfort flow out from them! 
‘O my friends, let us believe, and we shall see, taste, and han- — 
dle the word of life. When I stand in unbelief, I am like a 
drop of muddy water | drying: up in the sun of temptation ; I can 
neither comfort, nor help, nor preserve myself; when I do be- 
lieve and close in with Christ, I am like that same drop losing 
itself in a boundless, bottomless sea of purity, light, life, power, 
and love; there my good and my evil are equally -nothing, ' 
equally swallowed up, and grace reigns through righteousness 
unto eternal life. There J wish you all to be; there I beg you 
_ and I may meet with all God’s children. I long to see you that 
_ [may impart unto you (should God make use of such a worm) 
some spiritual gift, and that I may be comforted by the mutual 
faith both of you and me, and by your growth in grace, and in 
divine, as well as human wisdom, during my long absence. 

“T hope matters will be contrived so that I may be with you, — 
to behold your order, before the anniversary; meanwhile I re- 
main your affectionate fellow-labourer a servant in his Ania aa 
of Christ, . Be aks 


J. F.” 

23. But how came Mr. Fletcher to leave Trevecka? © why 
did he give up an office for which he was so perfectly well 
qualified, which he executed so entirely to the satisfaction of all. 
the partes with whom he was concerned, and i in which it — 3 
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Wi be Without me, the Creator, ye are ebaree without oi 4% ahs 
ye can do nothing.” , ; 
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pleased God to give so manifest a blessing. to his labours? Per- 
ss. haps. it would be better, i in te tender mess to some persons eminent 
for piety and usefulness, to lett that ‘matter remain still under the 
veil which forgiving love. has cast over it. But if it be thought 
that justice to his , character, and to the cause which, from. that 
time, he so warm. e' spoused and so ably defended, requires some 


t, it may be the most phofonsing way to do 


tt will be proper ie observe here: aa the better Deanne 

the: following letter, that sometime before Mr. Fletcher 

e _ Trevyecka, I had been ‘discharged from my office there; . 

“ not, (as Mr. Wesley has justly observed, in the former edition 

of this Life,) for any defect of learning or piety, or any fault 

» found with my behaviour ; for nothing « of that kind was so much 

as pretended; but cima and solely, because I did not believe 

the doctrine of absolute Predestination.? epee 

No 24. The. following i is an exact copy of all that i is material in 

a a letter ‘Mr. Fletcher wrote to me, in consequence of my dis- 

mission from, the office i had sustained there. 

ee EDeas Sir, : ii anuary a 1771. 

« The same post brought. me yours and two-from my Lady, 
and one from Mr. Williams, (a clergyman, who, professing to be 
under serious impressions, had been permitted by her ladyship 
to stay a few weeks at the College; but was neither master nor 
student, and termed by Mr. Fletcher ‘ a bird of passage.’) 
Their letters contained no charges, but general ones, which with 
me go. for nothing. If the procedure - you mention be fact, and 
your letter be a fair account of the transactions and words re- 

lative to your discharge, a false step has been taken. I write 
by this post to her ladyship on the affair, with all possible plain- 
ness. oat the plan of. the College be overthrown, I have nothing 
more to say to it. 1 will keep to my | tent for one ; the confined 
_ tool of any one party Ineyer was, an | never. will be. _ If the 
plow that should have been struck al the dead spirit, is struck 
Sanpey to the : eapted, hiberty of sentiment). at dead Arminius, 
i er Siedh bise oe 40) 
¥ i 
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or absent Mr. Wesley ; ey an 
fault, it is time for me to md vu 
draw.” ices i sates Siam a'h ds 
» At the same time the following paragapbd were teundcribed 
and sent tome by Mr. Flee from. his lett to nye nally on. 
this occasion. ie Pe yin 

«Mr Benson made a very. just deface ite heel anid, he did 
hold with me the possibility of salvation for all men; that mercy 
is offered to all, and yet may be received or rejected. If this be. 
what your ladyship calls, Mr. Wesley’s opinion, free-will, and 
Arminianism, and if ¢ every Arminian must quit the College,® 
Tam actually discharged. also. For in my present view of things, 
T ‘must, hold that sentiment, if I believe that the Bible is is ang 
that God is love. 

‘For my parf, I am no ny MER In_ the Xam Lis am. 
your servant, and that of your every student. But I cannot 
give up the honour of being connected with my old friends, who, 
notwithstanding their failings, are entitled to my respect, grati- 
tude, and assistance, could I occasionally give them any. Mr. 
Wesley shall always be welcome to my pulpit, and I shall gladly. 
bear my testimony in his, as well as in Mr. Whitefield’s.. But 
if your ladyship forbid your students to preach for the one, and 
offer them to preach for the other at every turn; and if a mas- 
ter is discarded for believing that Christ died for ‘all; then pre-, 
judice reigns; charity is cruelly wounded; and party spirit. 
shouts, prevails, and triumphs.”? 

In the same letter in which he discoid a above para- 
graphs, he, in a most Christian spirit, gave me the following caus 
tion: “Take care, my dear Sir, not to make matters worse than 
they are: and cast the mantle of forgiving love over the ¢ circum- 
stances that might i injure the cause of God, so far as it is put. 
into the hands of that eminent lady, who hath so well deserved 
of the Church of Christ. Rather suffer in silence, than make a 
noise to cause the Philistines to triumph.’ Do not let go your 
expectation of a baptism from above,” (meaning a larger mea- 4 
sure jo, the influences of the Spirit of God, for which I was then 
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ing by peer om me, that Bie still i in * Wales, two days 
after he ao the chief part of the above let- 
ter, and adding, “Tam determined to stand ‘or fall: with the 
liberty of the College. As 1 entered it a free ia T must quit 
it the moment it is a harbour for party spirit. ; 
- As Tam resolved to clear up this matter, or quit my province, 
* beg you will help me to as many facts and words, truly done, 
and really spoken, as you can ;" whereby I may show,” (to the. 
pa ‘ties concerned at Trevecka,). “that false reports, groundless 
_ suspicions, party : ] pirit against Mr. Wesley, arbitrary proceed- 
» ings, and unseriptural impulses, hold the reins and manage af- 
fairs in the College ; as also that the balance | of opinions is not 
maintained, and Mr. Wesley’ 8 ‘opinions are dreaded, and struck 
at, more than deadness of heart, and a wrong conduct.” Here 
again as a Christian, he cautions: “ Do not make matters worse 
than they are ; J fear they are bad ‘enough. ‘So far as we can, 
let us keep this matter to ourselves, When you speak of it to 
y rather endeavour to palliate’ than. aggravate what hath 
_been wrong in your opposers: remember that great Jady has 
: been an instrument of great good, and that. there are great in- 
-. consistencies attending the greatest : and best of men. Possess 
your soul in patience; ; see the salvation of God; ; and believe, 
though: against hope, that light will ‘spring out of darkness. 1 
am, with concer for j you and that ja College, 
Be te ae - Your's, in Jesus, 
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oe Sot after thd | he Sjted the Gollege himself, aha he 
had an opportunity of examining every thing on the spot, and 
B of seeing with his own eyes, how matters. were conducted. 
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“My dear Friend, ago See it 

“ On my arrival at the College, I found z I very ¥ aut I fear 
through the enemy’s keeping his ‘goods | pea 
preached the next day, I found myself as se cic as ever 
T was in my life. And after private prayer, | | concluded I was 
not in my place. ‘The same day I resigned my office to. my 
Lady, and on Wednesday, to the students and the lord. Never- 
theless I went on as usual, only had no heart to give little. A 
charges to the students as before. I should possibly have got — 
over it as a temptation, if several circumstances had not con- 
firmed me in my design. Two I shall mention, because they — 
are worth a thousand. When Mr. Sh—y was at the College, 
what you had written upon the “ ‘ baptism of the Holy Ghost, ” 
was taken to pieces. Mr. Sh—y maintained that the * roping of 
Joel, Acts i il. had its complete fulfilment « on the day of Pente- 
cost, and thus he turned the streams of living waters into imper- 
ceptible dews, nemine contradicente,* except two, who made one 
or two feeble objections: so that the point was, in my judgment, 
turned out of the College after you, and abused under the name 
of Perfection.’ This showed uN was not likely to receive or F do. 
any good there. e 

“Some days after my arrival, ‘however, I preached the good 
old doctrine before my Lady and Mr. H— The latter | 
talked also of imperceptible influences, and the former thanked — 
me, but, in my apprehension, spoiled all by going to the College 
the next day, to eye a charge Fay! cnet Perfection, in 2 
absence, 

“In the meantime, Mr. Shirley has sent my ‘Lady a copy of 
the doctrinal part of the Minutes of the last conference, (viz. 
of the year 1770.) They were called horrible, abominable, and 
subversive articuli stantis vel cadentis pee! bf Lady told. 
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_ ® No one gainsaying. 
t “Of the Pillar on which the Church stands, ce Vel which it falls. 
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1d that whoever did not 
p cllege, : pecordingly. an 


t fen Pasting to Mr. Weiley? s senti- 
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an honest man, ee in the College, 1 took’ my vitae of it; ee 
ing my Lady. might find a minister to preside over it less mane 


~ cient, and more willing to go certain lengths AM what appeared 


to me party spirit, than I am. . 

“To be short, 1 pleaded ‘my’ cause with’ my They. who 
seemed at last sensible of the force of my reasons.. I advised 
sen er, as her College was Calvinistic, to gét a Calvinistic president | 
fait, and recommended Mr. R. H——. My Lady was so far 
prevailed upon m by Pay ‘stand for Mr. Wesley as to design to 
write ‘him a er il 1 étte r, to'demand an explication of the obnox- 
ious propositions of the “Minutes, and seemed rather for | ‘peace 
than war, and friendship eminus, (at a distance) than hattle 
-cominus, (hand to hand.) Last Friday I left them all in peace, 


the: servant, but no more the president, of the College. My 
} Lady. behaved with great candour and condescension towards 


me in the affair. As for you, you are still out of her books, and. 


Pay are likely so to continue. Your last letters have only thrown 


iz 


oil upon. the fire: all was seen in the: same light in which 


Mn Wesley? 's letter appeared. You were accused of having 
- alienated my heart from the College;"but I have cleared you. 


geil: rejoice that your desires after a larger measure of the 
Holy. Spirit inerease. Part rather with your heart’s blood than 
with them. — Let 1 me meet you at the throne. of grace, and send 
me. word how you. dispose of yourself, If you-are at. a. loss 


fr a ageniee ee. Ao ee I have one here, 
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7. Such | were the reasons nt Mn Hepler resigned his 
- charge at Trevecka. » Soon after this, the controversy respect- _ 
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ing the propositions of the oe Minutes eee 
For although Lady H. had signified 

her design to write to Mr. Wesley, a1 

of these obnoxious propositions, it hoe ‘not appear ‘that this 
was ever done, either by her ladyship or any one of her friends. 
On the contrary, the well-known. Circular Le er ‘now went 
abroad, under the name of Mr. Shirley, i inviting the clergy of 
all denominations to assemble in a body at Bristol, to oppose Mr. 
Wesley and the preachers, -when they sliould meet in Conference, 

which they were expected to do in the beginning of the ensuing 
August, and to oblige them to revoke the dreadful heresies con- 
tained in those Minutes. As Mr. Fletcher thought the churches 
throughout Christendom were verging very fast towards Anti- 
nomianism, he judged the propositions contained in those Mi- 
nutes ought rather to be confirmed than revoked. And as he 
was now retired to his parish, he had more leisure for such a 
work than before. ‘Therefore, after much prayer and considera- 
tion, he determined to write in defence of them. In how able 
a manner he did this, I need not tell any that have read ‘those 
incomparable writings. I know not how to give the character 
of them better than in the words of Dr. Dixon, then principal 
of Edmund-Hall, Oxford, whose kindness to me I shall ever re- 
member, and to whom | sent Mr. Fletcher’s Checks, with a re- 
coOmmendatory letter. He answered me as follows: 


“ Dear Sir, 
“When I first read yours, I must own I suspected your friend- : 
ship for Mr. Fletcher had made you too lavish. in your com- § 
mendation of his writings » and that when I came to read them, 
{ should find some abatements necessary to be made. But now 
Ihave read them, I am far from thinking you have spoken ex- 
travagantly; or indeed, that too much can be said in commenda- 
tion of them. I had not read his first letter, before I was'so 
charmed with the spirit, as well as the abilities. of the writer, 
that the gushing tear could not be hindered from giving full testi- 
mony of my heart-felt satisfaction. - ‘Perhaps some part of this 
pleasure might arise from finding my, oWD sentiments so fully 
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am, the greatest share of it 
doctrines so firmly estab- 
ch judgment, clearness, and precision, as 
1, to be met with. What crowns the 
Chri istian temper, which those who will 
oe ee Ne and wish that their 


sioned by the pr a Re that Cireutar Letter ! ! This was the 
happy occasio1 1 of Mr. Fletcher’s writing those ‘ Checks t to An- 
tinomianism,? in which one knows not which to admire most, the 


a: “purity of the language ; (such as scarce any foreigner wrote be- 


fore ;) the strength and cléarness of the argument ; or the mild- 
ness and sweetness of the spirit that breathes throughout the whole. 
insomuch that I nothing wonder at a serious clergyman, who 
Pain resolved to live and die in his own opinion, when he was 
pressed to read them, replied, ‘ No, I will never read Mr. 
Fletcher's Checks : for if I did, I should be of his mind.’” 
329. A short extract fi xO two or ir three of his letters, will show 


says he to me, anit 24, of the same year, “ may at last. rush oii 
from a little opening! What are our dear 1—’s jealousies come 
to? Ah, poor College! . Their conduct, and charges of heresy 


_ &c. among other reasons, have stirred me up to write in defence 


of the Minutes. I have received this morning a most kind letter 
_ from Mr. Shirley, whom I pity much now. He is gone to 


: ; Wales, probably to consult (with her 1—p,) what to do in the 


vg 
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present case. “Methinks I dream, when I reflect I have wroté 
on controversy! The last subject I thought. i should have 
meddled with. I expect to be roughly handled « on the account. 
Lord, prepare me for this, and every thing that may make me 
cease from eerr. ‘and above all from your unworthy friend, 

JF 


Three months after, he writes ae follows in answer to a letter 
of mine, in which I had taken the liberty of advising him to use 
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much da es a in me dike 


beet et 


tural doctrine -respecting 
fruits faith. His words demon- 
strate the deep humility of his ar: and the mean opinion he 
thad of himself, even as a writer, in which Bey inse he certainly 
greatly excelled. “I thank you for your caution about works. 
I sent last week a letter of fifty pages upon 1 Ant nomi ian ism to the 
Book-Steward. I beg, as upon my bended kne 
revise and correct it, ab nd take off quod durius sonat (what 


| sounds harsh) in point of ‘works, (subject) reprog , and:style, J 
have followed my light, which is but that of a smoking flax : 


put » yours : to mine,, I am cn hereabouts with. scattering 


firebrands, arrows, and death. ~ Quench some of my brands, * 
bl it some of my arrows, and stake off all my oer except 
~ that which I design for Antinomianism. 


“ As I have taken up my pen, I will clear myself itenothes 


respect, that is, with regard to the Antinomian opposition made 


to Christian Perfection. 1 have begun my tract, and hope to 
tell the truth in perfect consistency, with Mr..Wesley’s system. 
I once begged you would give me a copy of what you wrote 
upon it.. Now is the time to repeat that request. Send it me, 


(with additions,: if you can,) as soon as possible. When I send ‘ 


my manuscript to London, remember it will be chiefly for es 


“alterations and corrections.” 


30. The reader will observe, that at this time his Pee ty to 
Matter of Fact and Common Sense, that admirable treatise on the 
subject of original sin, and human depravity, was not published. 


Tt had indeed been composed near a year before. T saw it in ma- i 


nuscript at Madeley the J anuary preceding, and read most of it 
over with bial his humility induced him constantly to urge, 
as in the above letter, that I would ‘propose ,any alterations. 
or corrections which I thought proper to be made. In his next 
letter, dated Dec. 10, he mentions the apprehension he was under 
that the manuscript was lost. He had left it at Bristol, and having 
sent for it from thence, with a view to: make some. further im- 
provements in the style or matter, before it was sent to the 
press, it had not arrived as expected, nor ,been heard of for 


a 4 . ae 


* 


al 


7 


es 


| | ‘ 
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many weeks. However, 
hended joRs, which cert 


at ing hand put to it, and was epabiched 
d edification of thousands. I hardly know a 
ca Il read, or pec $0 eminently 


her 
this time and. thenceforward, as long 2 as s his health penihiledl him * ae 
_ to write at all; on controversial ‘subjects ; subjects i in which he 


at first. engaged with great’ reluctance, which he never loved, 
“ whith he was frequently disposed to have relinquished, ha a 
sense of duty permitted. him so to do; but which he never re- 

spented:having, undertaken. to discuss ‘and elucidate.—It is true, 


‘he met with no little. opposition, and even reproach, while he 


was engaged i in writing on these subjects. As he says in a letter 
to Mr. Charles Wesley, written about this time, | he “ met with 
the loss of friends, and with the charges: of novel chimeras on 
both sides.” Some that had loved him as their own souls before, 
being vexed and chagrined at finding their favourite opinions, 
which they had laid as the foundation of their hopes, undermined, 


-and overthrown, poured forth their abuse in a very liberal .man- 


ner. One warm young man in particular, whom.I well knew, 
and who, while a student at'Trevecka, had revered and loved 
Mr. Fletcher as a father, after using many reproachful expres- 


; sions, added, as’a finishing stroke, “If you die in the faith your 


book maintains, you will be shut -out of heaven.” “ You see 
by this,” says Mr. Fletcher to me, in the lean in which he 
mentions that ci reumstance, “T-cut rather deeper than our 
friends can bear.” This was in February 1772, when his Third 
Check, in answer to the author of Pietas Oxoniensis, was in the 
press ; ; at which time he says, “I long to be out of controversy : 

I make a bridge i in my postcript for a retreat: which words 
were dictated, , not t by any distrust of ie truth or «mportance of 


~s 


ihe principles he, de espoused, or of his ability, through Divine 
_ aid, to defend them ; but by his love of peace and unanimity 
‘ ' R ¥ ” Me , z os ‘ aie ! i 


‘ , fe 


- what he observes on this subject in the: beginni e of the last- 
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among the followers of Jesus, and his excel? os — aver- 
sion to dispute and contention. 6 ed . 
32. That Mr. Fletcher had no doubt: but | controversy, on 
‘some occasions, is both expedient and necessary, yea, and pro- 
ductive of much good to the Church of God, is certain from 


mentioned tract. Mr. Hill had said, in ‘thet titlepage of his 
Five Letters, to which that tract was an answer, that a concern 
for “ mourning backsliders, and such as have been distressed by 


| reading Mr. Wesley’s Minutes, or the Vindication of them,” had 
induced him to write: “ Permit me to inform you in my turn,” __ 


says Mr. Fletcher,* “ that a fear lest Dr. Crisp’st balm should be > 
applied, instead of the balm of Gilead, to Laodicean loiterers, 
who may haply have been brought to penitential distress, 
obliges me to answer you in the same public. manner in which 
you address me. Some of our friends will undoubtedly blame 
us for not yet dropping the contested point; but others will 
candidly consider, that controversy, though not desirable.in itself, 
yet properly managed, has a hundred times rescued truth groan- 
ingunder the lash of triumphant error. We are indebted to 
our Lord’s controversies with the Pharisees and scribes for a 
considerable part of the four Gospels. And, to the end of the 
world, the Church will bless God for the spirited manner in 
which St. Paul, in his Epistles to the Romans and Galatians, de- 
fended the controverted point of a believer’s present justifica- 
tion by faith, as well as for the steadiness with which St. James, 
St. John, St. Peter, and St. Jude, carried on their important 


- controversy with the Nicolaitans, who abused St. Paul’s doc- 


trine to Antinomian purposes. Had it not been for controver- 
sy, Romish priests would to this day feed us with Latin masses 
and a wafer god. Some bold propositions’; advanced by Luther 
against the doctrine of indulgences, unexpectedly brought on 
the Reformation. They were so irrationally attacked by the 
infatuated Papists, and so eh oom nies. the resolute. 


™ Third cues PS. — 
+ Dr. Crisp was an Antinomian in in eta. 


* 
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Protestants, that these. oo 5 their Skee and saw 


lical truth. e) ag a *% La 
ee. From what I I have Tatuiced ” b proceeds Mr. Fletcher, “ in 
my Second Check, it appears, ‘if am not mistaken, that we stand 


now as much in ng of a reformation from Antinomianism, as 
our ancestors di formation from Popery; and I am not 
ae without hope, ‘ha tl e extraordi attack which has lately 
been made on Mr. Wesley’ s Anti-Cris propositions, and the 
manner in which they are defended, will pen the eyes of many, 
and check the rapid progress of so enchanting and | pernicious an 
evil. This hope inspires me with fresh courage? and turning 

“from the Honourable and Rev. Mr. Shirley, I presume to face, 

I trust in the spirit of love Be -meekness, my new respectable 

opponent.” poet . 

Such were Mr. Pleuente views thes he begun his Third 
Check, and they were not changed: when he had finished it, nor 
indeed when he had finished the: Fourth, which he wrote in the 
spring of this s same year. ‘A friend has favoured me with a let- 
ter of his, in his own hand writing, to Mr. Charles Perronet, son 
of the Rey. Vincent Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham, dated Sept. 
7, 1772, in which he observes, ‘ Mr. Hill, sen. hath .compli- 
~- mented me with eleven Letters”? (including the former five, in an- 
swer to which he wrote the Third Check, and the latter six, 
which were answered in the Fourth) “ and his brother, Mr. R. 
Hill, with another, one half of which is employed in passing 
sentence upon my spirit. I have answered them both in a 
Fourth Check. which 1 hope will decide the controversy about 
the important Anti-Crispian doctrine of justification by (the evi- 
dence of) works in the last day. If that doctrine stand, there is 
an end of imputed righteousness,” that is, in the Antinomian sense 
of the phrase, ,« absolute election, and predestination. And 1 
do not see that they have any thing to object to it, but mere 
R acy which dis sgrace their cause.”” ne 

- 33. The intelligent and pious person to whom this letter was 
written, was at that time under affliction which had considerably 


reduced his strength and peer his spine. The reader 


ae dae 


mR 
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will be pleased, and I hope | also, profited, by Mr. Fletcher’s 
address to him on this occasion, aE I copy from the same 
letter. ; . 

# 


“My very dear Peente faked ra ‘ th 
“No cross, no crown: the Heaney the cross, the brighter the 
crown. I wish you joy, while I mourn, about the afflictions 


~ which work out for you an “exceedingly greater weight of glory; 


fereater, he means) than a could otherwise haye epigy es: ye 


“a ” ‘Oo for firm and lasting faith, 


oe . To credit ali the Almighty saith! 


Faith, a mean the evidence of things not seen, is a powerful cor- 
dial to support and exhilarate us under the heaviest pressures of 
pain and temptation. By faith we see things visible as temporal, 

fading ; as a showy cloud that passes away. By faith we live 
upon the invisible, eternal God: we believe that in him we 
live, move, and have our being : we begin to feel after, find, 

and enjoy our Roor; and insensibly we slide from self into 
God, from the visible into the invisible, from the carnal into 
the spiritual, from time into eternity. Here all husks of flesh 
and blood break. Here our spirits are ever young, they live in. 
and upon the very fountain of strength, sprightliness, and joy. 
I grant that the unhappy medium of corruptible flesh and blood 
stands much in our way: but, if it hinder us from enjoying God, 
it makes way for our giving more glory to him, by believing his 
naked truth. Oh! my friend, let us rest more upon the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and it will make us more abundantly free, till we 
are free indeed ; free to suffer as well as to triwmph with him. 
Of late Ihave been brought to feed more upon, Jesus as the truth. 

I see more in him in that character than I ever did. Iam per- 
suaded that, if you study him, you will see new beauties i im him 
in that point of view. Perpetual comforts are hardly consistent 


with a state of trial. (I except the comforts that are insepara- 


ble from a calm acquiescing in the truth, and the: enjoyment of a 
good conscience.) Our bodies cannot long bear raptures: but 
the silent beams of truth can always insinuate themselves inte 


e 
v as 


of es are ey shadows. roa im a are blessed’ — I 


Qe 


~ under ten crosses. ‘The Lord direct Us byt his light, and fill us - 


e 


by 


e _ Elisha to ae ar 
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‘the believing ‘soul, to nay won't 
arms of death. “Tsee Cl rist the ruth of 3 my ae friends, rela- 
tions, sense, food, raiment, light, fire, resting-placé, &c. All out 


un ler your ee ara be of £00 ae sins aan 
given thee. Enjoy. « one blessing as much. as nature would repine 


with his love. The God of 7 peace be with you, and raise you 
up to stand by his truth and ‘people, and become more uze for 


eo) “Adiew 5 I am yours i in Him who i is all in all. 


34. Goa, how : 
servant, Mr. C. Perronet’s hea th d ned ore and more, and 
in less than four years after the affliction terminated i in his death.» 
The following short. extract” of a letter, addressed by Mr. 
Fletcher to his a and pious | father on ‘this occasion, will 
at once ae ane ne the reader. ke 


uF 


ee 


- Te ° inform ‘you of what you ca aot ce t t be eek with i is 
is, but to congratulate yot . | 


in, is the ‘a 
ees 
I see you, 


‘in 1g all aeneie 1, with ye 
to their great pos e A fret, As 
tion of your years and office, to exeihie a, i intel language of} young 


hae father! My father ! ‘The cha- 


za orsemen ‘thereof? se 
; ¥ ; 99% ; 


t this thes of a : 


a. 
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digs set There, there they 2 are, and there i is. hey your son Faia ete 
eres ‘Whom faith pursues, and Leager hope discerns, 
* at yon bright, chariot as a cherub borne 
» i "On wings of love, to uncreated realms. 
ef Of deathless joy, and erenastins peace. ee ee es 


ot 


35. The preceding letters, and others written about the s same ae 
time, with the testimony of divers. of his friends who were in 
the habit of seeing and conversing with him frequently, make it 
evident that Mr. Fletcher’s spirit suffered no declension as to ge- 


nuine piety, meekness, or benevolence, during this controversy. 


: Sept. | 21, 1773, he says to Mr. Ireland :—‘ I see life so short, 
and that time passes away with such rapidity, that I should be - 
very glad to spend it i in solemn prayer ; but it is necessary that » . 
aman should. have: some exterior occupation. . The chief thing 


‘is to employ ourselves profitably. My throat is not formed for 


the labours of preaching: when I have preached three or 
four times together, it inflames and fills up; andthe efforts 
which I am then obliged to make in speaking heat my blood. 
Thus I am, by nature, as well as by the circumstances I am in, 
obliged to employ my time in writing a little. O that I may be 


enabled to do it to the glory of God! Let us love this good 


God, who hath so loved the world, that he gave his only. begotten 
Son, that we might not perish, but have everlasting life. How 
sweet is it, on our knees, to receive this Jesus, this heavenly 
gift, and to offer our praises and thanks to our heavenly Father! 
T he Lord teaches me four lessons ; the first is, to be thankful 


‘that Tam not in hell; the second, to become nothing. before 


him: the third, to receive the gift of God,—the person of 
Jesus ; ; and the fourth, to feel my want of the Spirit of Jesus, 
and to wait for it. These four lessons are very deep: O when 
shall I have learned them! Let us go together to the school of 
Jesus, and lea to be meek and ae im heart. Adieu. | 

J. Fe MT 


+ tk Rolitt six waiBthe afterward, his wile to the same person are, 
“| have just spirit enough’ to enjoy my solitude, and to bless 
God that | am out: of the huny of the world—even the spi- 
ritual world. J tarry gladly in “ie J ai till the kingdom of -» 


en it matters not where Iam: 

eT gladly ‘stay, till God fit me 
spend | my mornings im scrib- 
me in ie iss ea a man 
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God. come ithe power. Til , 
only as my chief call is he 


b for the eres or the Breer: 


56 Equal: Check to 
Pharisaism and Antinomianism,” which he | intended to be, : and 
which certainly i is, “as much i in behalf of free grace as of holi- 2 
ness.” © Tt will be of a reconciling nature,” says he, “and on 
a plan on which all the candid and moderate will be able to 

shake hands.” This Check was written i in ‘the latter end of the | 
year 1773, and the beginning of 1774, and published soon after ; 

at which time the common and equal friend of Mr. Fletcher 

and. Lady H- -, had proposed an interview between them. 
On this : occasion Mr. Fletcher writes as follows : 

of ‘Th the present circumstances it was a great. piece of conde- 

- scension in dear Lady Huntingdon to be willing to see me 

: privately ; ; but for her to permit me to wait upon her openly, de- 
notes such generosity, such courage, and a mind so much supe- 

- giort to the narrowness that clogs the charity of most professor 8, 
Fe that it would have amazed me, if every thing that is noble and 
"magnanimous were not to be expected from her ladyship. - It 

is well for her that spirits are imprisoned in flesh and blood, or I 

‘might by this time (and it is but an hour since - fo received your 
letter) | havi troubled. her ten times with my apparition, to wish 
her joy ' of. eing: above the dangerous snare of professor s,—the 

smiles and frowns of the religious v world; and to thank her a 

thousand tim e or not wien ashamed of her old servant, and for | 


the i zy ae founded, together with ¢ some grit 


172! THE LIFE OF elite 


expostulations, which I hope have had the desired effect. Give 
my duty to my Lady, and. thank. her a thousand times for this 
new addition to all her former favours, till cams an oppose? 
of doing it in person. RR ERE 2 
“] get very slowly rf of the mire of my” ieee acy andi 


yet I hope to get over it, if God spare my life, i in two or three — i 


pieces more. Since I wrote last, J have added | to my Equal 
Check a piece which I call ‘An Essay on Truth, or a Rational 
Vindication of the Doctrine of Salvation by Faith, > which I 
have taken the liberty to dedicate to Lady Huntingdon, to have 
an opportunity of clearing her ladyship from the charge of 


Antinomianism. J have taken this step in the simplicity of my © 


heart, and as due from me, in my circumstances, to. the charac- 
ter of her ladyship. Mr. H—t—n called some time after the 
letter was printed, and said, ‘It will not be well taken. I 
hope better; but be it as it may, I shall have the satisfaction of 
having meant well.”? ; Picts gris a 
37. As Mr. Fletcher’s own views as this pencrinedys silien 
it. appeared to be drawing to a close, and the state of his mind 


at that period, are certainly very important particulars of his ~ 


life, and distinguishing traits of his character; and as they will 
be best learned from the private and confidential letters, which 
were written at the time to his intimate friends, the reader will 
not be sorry to see them still further delineated in extracts from 
two or three more of his epistles. Those addressed to me I 
the rather insert, as no part of them has been published before, 
and, I think, they all contain observations well worthy of being 
known and preserved, and which would probably otherwise perish 
in oblivion. ah 20, 1774, he wrote to me as. follows :. 
“My dear » Buvthir; | | 

“ | am two kind letters in your debt ; for both. which. weteins 

the best thanks that grateful brotherly love can muster up in my 


~ breast. Your first letter I did not answer through a variety of 


avocations : the second I answer by our Elijah, (Mr. Wesley.) 
I do not repent having engaged 1 in the present controversy, for 
though I think my little publications cannot reclaim those. who 
are given up to believe the lie of the day, yet they may here 


\* 


if, 
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and there stop one from swallowing it at all, or from swallowing 
“itso deeply as. otherwise he might have done. In preaching I 
do not meddle with the points. discussed, unless my text lead 
— ytos oa aN wie ot [think them ee a not to be 


since Ti saw you ast ; ; save ‘that in’ ete x have seen my 
error. An over-eager attention to the’ doctrine of the Spirit, | 
has made me, in some degree, overlook the medium by which 
the Spirit works, I mean the Word one Truth, which i is the wood 
by which the heavenly fire warms us. I rather expected light- 
ning, than a steady fire by means of fuel. [mention my error 
to you. lest you too should be involved therein. May the Lord 
help us to steer clear of every rock. My controversy weighs 
‘upon my hands : but I must go through with it, which I hope 
will be done in “two or three pieces more: one of which, 
ae ‘Scripture Scales to weigh ‘the Gold of Gospel ' Truth,” may be 
more useful than the Checks, as being more literally scripbinal 
[have exchanged a couple of friendly letters with Lady H 
J who gives me leave to see her publicly: but I think it best to 
postpone that honour 4ill I have cleared my mind. Should you. 
_ gee my Essay on Truth, I pray God it may: help you to discern 
the depth of Rom. x. 10. By overlooking the rounds of the 
er “mysterious ladder of truth that are within our reach, and fixing 
our eyes on those that are above. us, wé are often at a stand, 
and give ourselves. and others needless trouble. I'shall be glad 
to see the productions of your pen, I hope they will add: to 
my little stock of truth and love. Let us believe in our Lord 
Jesus. Christ. —Let us love one another, serve: our generation, 
and hopefully v wait for the glorious revelation of the Son of God. 


= 


‘That your soul may live the most abundant life, Is the ged 7 


‘— ae leyiaaiteen Piped Ce 
385 The eae on Truth, referred thy Mr. Fletcher in so 
“many “of the letters which he wrote about this time, was viewed 


4 Se 


& 
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by him as peculiarly important and. aasonlenintn doctrines 
particularly suited to the state-of the Church of Christ at that 
time. “Iam glad,” says he to Mrs Charles Wesley, in the 
beginning of the next year, “you did not altogether disapprove 
of my Essay on Truth. The letter, I grant, " profiteth little,” 


tes 


until the Spirit animate it. 1 had, some weeks ago,-one of “— 


touches which realize, or rather spiritualize, the letter ; and it — 


convinced me more than ever that what I say in that tract of | 


the spirit, and of faith, i is truth.—I am also persuaded that the 
faith and spirit, which belong to perfect Christianity, are ata 
very: low ebb, even among believers. When the Son of Man 


cometh to set up his kingdom, shall he find Christian faith upon. 


the earth ? ?. Yes, but I fear, as little as he found of Jewish 
faith, when he came in the flesh. I believe you cannot rest 


with the easy Antinomian, or the busy Pharisee. You and lb 


have nothing to do but te die to all that is of a sinful nature, and 
to pray for the power of an endless life. God make us faithful to 
our convictions, and keep us from the snares of outward things ! 


“T feel the force of what you say, in your-last, about the 
danger of so encouraging the inferior dispensations, as to make’ 


people rest short of the faith which belongs to perfect Christi- 


anity. Ihave tried to obviate it’in some parts of the Equal 


Check, and hope to do it more effectually in my reply to Mr. o 


Hill’s Creed for Perfeetionists. 1 expect a letter from you on 
the subject : write with openness, and do not fear to discourage 
me by speaking your disapprobation of what you dislike. My 


aim is to be found at the feet of all, bearing and siden until. 


truth and love bring better days.” ' 
39. About this time, having used, in some eniath oy the 


liberty which ‘his humility induced him to give me, and having 


sent him two or three trivial remarks on some expressions which 


occurred in the above-mentioned Essay, I received from him- 


the following letter, which I think important enough to be i in- 
serted here, and with which I shall close this. petra eee 


“My dear Brother, RS Pe 


‘ 


toy 


“| have had two. printers upon my heels, besides my common. 


business, and this is pore i to male me e trespass upon. the 
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_ationce of my friends. 1! shave published the first ‘part of my 
I has” gone. through a second edition in London, 
Wetoreil could get the second part printed in Salop, where it 
~ will be published in about six weeks. I have also published a 
- Creed for the Armin ans, where you will see that, if I have not 
~ answered } your criti | remarks ‘up on my Essay on Truth, I have 
em, - canted the two expressions 
Nah y_ such / remarks I shall 

liiihitbe ouside. “thankful t to oe yu, and hope you will always 


Pa find me open to conviction. With respect. to the Sermons } ‘you. 


have thoughts of publishing, I say, Follow your own conscience 
and Sad advice of the: judicious friends about you: and put me 
“among your. ‘subscribers, as I believe they will be worth a care- 
ful periisal, as well as to matter, as method-.and style. Tam so 

~ tied up ) here, both by my parish duty and controversial writings, 
that T cannot hope to see you unless you come into. these parts. 
_ In the meantime let us meet at the throne of grace. In Jesus, 


time’ and distance are lost. He is an universal, éternal life of 


‘righteousness, peace, and joy. I am glad you have some 


encouragement in Scotland. The Lord grant you more and — 


. more. Use yourself, however, to go against wind and tide, as 1 
do, and take care that our wise dogmatical friends i in the North 
m «do not rob you of your childlike ‘simplicity. Remember that 


You may be childlike without being childish. Simplicity of 

intention and punity’ of affection will go through the world, 
through | hell itself. In the meantime let us see that we do not 
so look at ou little publications, or to other people, as to forget 
that Christ our object, our sun, our shield. To his inspira- 
tion, comfort, and protection, Tearnestly recommend your soul ; 
and the labours of your heart, tongue, and pen, to his saeithoch 

& entreating “you to beg, : at the throne of grace, all the wis- 
dom and grace needful for your steady, affectionate friend and 


brother, 


og Ce J RD 


: the mysteries of the kingdom are revealed to babes. You may 
ion be afraid of being a fool, without being afraid of- being a babe. | 


te 


£76 awe are oF — 

’ yin + ive ae . 3 pipea ot hy ass fb, ow, 3 
"alae ‘CHAPTER vi. ers easel 
of hie dilintag’ State of Health, the, Pidive of his «Disorder 
and his Behaviour under it, with an Account of his other Po- 


deren Writings, gat the eee apo of the Controversy. 
; ig bie inal 


i Tu ejueatio journeys iehich Mr, Fletcher took to and oy 
Trevecka, while he presided over the College, i in all weathers, 
and at all seasons of the year, greatly impaired the firmness of his 
constitution. And in some of those journeys, he had not of 
difficulties, but dangers likewise to encounter. One day, : 
was viding over a wooden bridge, just as he got to the Wis 
thereof, it broke in. . The mare’s fore. legs sunk into the river, 
but her breast and hinder parts were kept up by the bridge. In 
that position she lay, as still as if she had been dead, till he got_ 
over her neck, and took off his bags, in which were several 
manuscripts, the spoiling of which would have occasioned him 
much trouble. He then endeavoured to raise her up ; but she. 
would not stir, till he went over the other part of the bridge. | 
But no sooner did he set his foot upon the ground than she be- 
_gan to plunge. Immediately the remaining part of the bridge 
broke down and sunk with her nto the river. But presently she 
rose up again, swam out, and came to him. . ‘i 
2. About this time, Mr. Pilmoor being desirous to see the i in- 
side of a coalpit, Mr. Fletcher went with him to the bottom of 
a sloping pit, which was supposed to be near a mile under the 
ground. They returned out of it without any inconvenience. 
But the next day, while several colliers were there, a damp took 
fire, which went off with a vast explosion, and killed all the 
men that were in it. e 
8. In February, 1773, Mr. pierley. received fees him the 
saloring letter: ni eta i 
a 


. “Rey. and dear Sir, 
“I hope the Lord, who has 80 wonderfully. oa by you 
hitherto, will preserve you to see many of your sheep, and 1 me 


a 


—_ 


s 
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- among them, enter into rest. Should Providence call you first, I 
~ shall do my. best, by the Lord’s assistance, to help your brother to 
gather the wreck, and keep together | those who are not absolutely 
bent to. throw away the Methodist doctrines and discipline, as 
soon as he that now letteth i is removed out of the way.. Every 
help will. then be necessary, and. I shall not be backward to 
throwin my mite. “In the meantime you sometimes need an as- 


sistant to serve tab os, and occasionally all. up a gap. Provi- 


dence visibly appointed me to that office many years. ago. ~ And 


though it no less evidently called me hither, yet J I have not been 


without doubts, especially for some years past, whether it ee 
not be expedient t that I should resume my office as your deacon ; : 
not with any view of presiding over the Methodists after you; 

but to ease you a little in your old age, and to bein the way of re- 
ceiving, perhaps doing, more good. I have sometimes thought 
how shameful it was that no clergyman should j join you, to keep 
in the church the work God has enabled you to-carry on therein. 
And. as the little estate I have in my own: country i is sufficient 
for my maintenance, I have thought I would, one day or other, 
offer you and the Methodists my free service. While my love 
of retirement made me linger, I was providentially led to do 


something. on Lady Huntingdon’s plan. But being shut out 
there, it appears to me I am again called to my. first work. . 


N evertheless I would not leave this place without a fuller per- 
suasion that the time is guitecome. Not that God uses me much 
here ; but I have not yet sufficiently cleared my conscience from 
the blood of all men. Meantime I beg the Lord to guide me 


by his counsel, and make me willing to go any where or no- 


where, to be any thing or nothing. Help by your prayers, till 
you can bless by word of mouth, Rev. and dear. Sir, your willing 
though unprofitable s servant in the Gospel, 


Modelers Feb. 6, 1773. my —" ae Fr” 


oe 

4, On this jeder wre Wealeg remarks as follows : “6 ¢ Provi- 
dence,’ says Mr. _ Fletcher, ‘ visibly appointed me to that office 
many years ago.’ Is itany wonder then, that he should now be 
m uaa whether he did pent in confining himself to one pol ? 
a 


ae 


mr 
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The more I reflect upon it, the more I am convinced he had — 
great reason to doubt of this. I can never believe it was the 
will of God that such a burning and shining light should be hid 
under a bushel. No, instead of being confined to.a country vil- 
lage, it ought to have shone in every corner of our land. He 
was full as much called to sound an alarm through all the nation 
as Mr. Whitefield himself: nay, abundantly more so, seeing he 
was far better qualified for that important work. He had amore 
striking person, equal good breeding, an equally winning address; 
together with a richer flow of fancy, a stronger understanding, a 
’ far greater treasure of learning, both in languages, philosophy, 
philology, and divinity ; and above all, (which I can speak with 
fuller assurance, because I had a thorough knowledge My of 
one and the other) a more deep. and constant communion with 
_the Father, and with the Son, Jesus Christ. 

“ And yet let not any one imagine that I depreciate Mr. White- 
field, or undervalue the grace of God, and the extraordinary 
gifts which his great Master youchsafed unto him. I believe 
he was highly favoured of God; yea, that he was one of the 
most eminent ministers that has appeared in England, or per- 
haps in the world, during the present century. Yet I must own, 
I have known many fully equal to Mr. Whitefield, both in holy 
tempers and holiness of conversation: but one equal herein to 
Mr. Fletcher, I have not known, no, notin a life of four- 
score years. 
ies However, having chosen,” proceeds: mateo sat 
least for the present, this narrow field of action, he was more and 
more abundant ia his ministerial labours, both in public and in 
private ; not contenting himself with preaching, but visiting his 
flock in every corner of his parish.: And this work he attended 
to, early or late, whether the weather was fair or. foul ; regard- 
ing neither heat nor cold, rain nor snow, whether be was on 
horseback or on foot. But this farther weakened his constitu- 
tion; which was still more effectually impaired by his intense 
and uninterrupted studies; in which he frequently continued, 
almost without ay intermission, fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen 
hours a day. But still he did not allow himself*such food as 

€ 
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was necessary to sustain nature. He seldom took any regular 
meals, except he had company: otherwise twice or thrice in 
four and. ‘twenty hours, he: ate’ some, bread - ‘and cheese, or 
fruit. Instead of this he sometimes took: a pee of fait, 
and then wrote on again.” 
» 6. The works which Mr. Fletcher Had: in henite tei. at 
this time, were ‘three’; 1.  Zelote: 32 ind Honestus reconciled: 
or, An Equal Check to’ Pharisaism nd Antinomianism con- 
tinued, y? including ‘thle: first’ and | second Part’ of. the Scripture 
Scales; 2. “ The Fictitious and Genuine Creed; and 3. His 
Treatise on Christian Perfection, termed by hits “A Polemi- 
cal! ssay on the Twin Doctrines of Christian Imperfection and 
a Death Purgatory.”” All these. were published in the year 
1775, and the two former, it seems, written in the’ year pre- 
ceding. He had promised also to his readers an answer to 
Mr. Toplady’s pamphlet, entitled “More work for Mr. Wes- 
deya?? But: this he postponed for ‘the present, because he 
jadged. the. pieces just mentioned to be of greater importance, 
and therefore as deserving and requiring his earliest attention. 
“He saw life,” as he observes in an advertisement prefixed to 
the first edition of his Scripture Scales, “to be so uncertain, 
that, of two things, which he was obliged to do, he thought it 
his duty to set about that which appeared to him the more 
useful. He considered also that it was proper to have quite 
~ done with Mr. Hill before he faced Mr. Toplady. And he 
hoped that to lay before the judicious a complete system of 
truth, which, like the sun, recommends itself by its own lustre, 
was. perhaps the best method to prove that error, which shines’ 
only as a meteor, is nothing but a mock sun. However, he fully 
designed, he says, to perform his vs escinie in a short lal if 
his. Hs were spared.” 

. This was his. language, Nov. 12, 1774; and on Jala the 
pa following, in a letter to me from Madeley, be says, “1 
have just finished my treatise on Perfection, It will be a large 
book: but I thought I must treat the subject fully, or not’ meddle 
with it.”” This he had no sooner completed than he began 
other equally important works. in the second part of his 
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, Scripture Scales, he had advertised a “tract in the following 
words ; ; “The Doctrines of Grace reconciled to the Doctrines 
of Justice, being an Essay on Election’ and Reprobation, in 
which the defects of Pelagianism, Calvinism, and Arminianism, 
are impartially pointed out, and primitive, scriptural harmony 
is more fully restored to the Gospel of the day.” It is pro- 
bable that he had this chiefly in his view, together with the fore- 
“mentioned | answer to Mr. Toplady, when in the latter end of 
the same’ year, he says to Mr. Charles Wesley, “I see the 
end of my controversial race, and I have such courage to run 
it out, that I think it my bounden duty to run and strike my 
blow, and fire my gun, before the water of discouragement has 
quite” wetted the gunpowder of my activity.” This sion 
to the work of a soldier, dropped from his pen in the beginning 
‘of the American war, (which seems to have suggested the idea,) 
when the dispute between Great Britain and her Colonies be- 
‘came so hot, and threatened such dreadful calamities to both 
countries, that the attention even of religious people was gene- 
rally turned from every other controversy to that alone. \ Mr. 
Fletcher therefore deferred the publication, and, I believe, the 
finishing of the tracts just mentioned, for the present ; and from 
a sense of duty to his king and country, as well as to the church 
of God both here and in America, begun to employ his pen, 
for a few weeks, on political subjects ; writing first “A Vin- 
dication of Mr. Wesley’s Calm Address to our American Colo- 
nies, in three letters to Mr. Caleb Evans,” and then’ a second 
tract on the same subject, termed “ American Patriotism farther 
“confronted with Reason, Scripture, and the Constitution ; being 
‘observations on the dangerous Politics taught by — Rev. Mr. 
Evans atid the Rev: Dr, Price? eo’ owes Mia age 

8. Mr. Fletcher’s motives for ‘engaging in this sepate were 
perfectly pure.” He considered “ the American Controversy,” 
as he states in his preface to the former of these pieces, “to be 
closely connected with Christianity in general, and with Pro- 
testantism in particular; and that, of consequence, it'was of a 
religious, as well as of a eivil’nature.” In other words, he’ con- 
sidered Christianity as enjoining “ the practice of strict morality, 
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_ and that it is an important branch of such morality. to honour and 
obey the king, and all that are put in authority under him ; to 
order ourselves lowly and reverently to all our betters, to hurt 
no one by word or deed, to be true and just in all our dealings, 

giving every one his due, tribute to whom tribute, and custom to 
whom custom. He thought, therefore, if divinity could cast any 
light upon the question, which divided Great Britain -and her 
Colonies, that it ‘was not impertinent in- divines to hold out the 

" > light of their science, and peaceably to use what the apostle calls 
_ the “sword of the*Spirit :” that the material sword, unjustly 

: drawn by those who were in the wrong, might be sheathed ; and 

that a speedy end might be put to the effusion’ of Christian 
blo d.” He also judged that “ many of the Colonists were-as 

_ ptous as they were brave, and hoped that, while their undaunted 
. fortitude made them scorn to bow under an hostile arm, which 

shot the deadly lightning of war, their humble piety might dis- 
pose them, or at least some of them, to regard a friendly hand 
which held out an olive branch, a Bible, and the articles of reli- 
gion, drawn by their favourite reformer, Calvin.” His publica- © 
tions on this subject, as well as Mr. Wesley’s “ Calm Address,” 
certainly were of great use, not indeed to prevent the continua- 
-tion and © further progress of the war, and stop the effusion of 
blood abroad ; but to allay the. spirit of disloyalty and. insurrec- 
tion which were beginning to show themselves at home ; or, in 
his: language, to remove the mistakes, which, after diiieic 

- armed the provincials against Great Britain, had begun. to‘work 
ain. the breasts of many good men in this countny, and which, if 

e moved d, might have produced effects, such as the survivors 

of them might long have had reason to deplore. | 
9. Both these tracts were published i in the year 1776, in the 
segenniiis of which, or in the latter end of 1775, (for the letter 
is without date,) he writes in his usual strain of self-abasement. 

- Tf you have'seen my last Check, (the Polemical Essay above- 
mentioned) Tshall be glad to have a.few of your theological cri- 
ticisms upon it. I have unaccountably launched into Chris- 
tian politics ; a branch of divinity too much neglected by some, 
‘and too much attended to by others. If you have seen my Vin- 
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dication of Mr. Wesley’s Calm Address, and can make sense of 


that badly printed: piece, it’ shall be thankful for your very dis- 
praise.” To another friend he writes, about the same time, 
“« My little political piece is published in London. You thank 
me for it beforehand,—I believe they are the only thanks I 
shall have. , It is well you sent them before you read the book ; 

and yet, whatever contempt it brings upon me, I still think I have | 
written the truth. If you did read my publications, I would beg 
you to cast a look upon that, and reprove what appears to you 
amiss; for if I have been wrong in writing, I hope I shall not: 


be so excessively wrong as not’ to be thankful for any Pipes é 


candidly levelled at what I have written. I prepare mys 

be like my Lord, in my little measure,—I mean to be “i 

and. rejected of men—a man of sorrows and acquainted with — 
griefs—most reviled for what I mean best. .The Lord strengthen 

you in body and soul, to do and suffer his will. Adieu. —— ~ 


NFA E PSP 
10. That Mr. Fletcher meant well, and that he was seeaet 
disinterested in writing these ‘political pieces, no one will doubt 
that had any acquaintance with him. Certainly he had no view 
to any gain or emolument whatever; nor would he, according 
to Mr. Vaughan, accept any compensation when offered him. 
“ After Mr. Fletcher had published two or three small political 
pieces, in reference to our contest with the Americans, I carried 
one of them (says he ina letter to Mr. Wesley) to the earl of 
D. His lordship carried it to the lord chancellor, and the | 
lord chancellor handed it to the king. One was. immediately 


commissioned to ask Mr. Fletcher, whether any -preferment in” 


the church would be acceptable? Or whether he (the chan- 
cellor) could do him any service? Tis answered, nie want 
nothing, but more grace.” 
As a further proof of Mr. Fletcher’ iting enamel and to 
show in how great a eS he was disengaged from ame 
“ Wealth, whiSiss pleasure, or whatelse TN 
This short-enduring world could give,” i i 


> 


¢ 
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Mr. V. adds, ‘In 1776, he deposited with me bill of one hun- 


dred and five pounds, being (as I understood) the yearly produce 
of his estate in Switzerland. This was his fund for charitable 
uses: but it lasted only a few months, before he drew upon me 
for the balance, which was twenty-four pounds, to at the 
preaching-house in Madeley-Wodd.” ; 

.11. The reader must observe here, that Mr. Fletcher's health 
had been declining much for some time, as appears by sundry 
ae in his letters to his friends. Two years before this, 

viz. in March 1774, he says to Mr. Ireland: “ Oh! how life 


goes! I walked, now é gallop, into eternity. The bowl of life 
~ goes” rapidly. down the steep hill of time. Let us be wise; 


ace we J esus and the resurrection. Let us trim our lamps, 


“and continue to give ourselves to bim that bought us, till we can 


wi 


do it without reserve.’’ In the middle of the following year, 


a little after Mr. Wesley had been dangerously ill in Ireland, he 
observes to me in a letter, “ God has lately shaken Mr. Wesley 


over the grave ; but notwithstanding, I believe, (from the strength 


of his constitution and the weakness of mine, which is much 
broken since I saw you, ). he will survive me. ‘So that I do not 
scheme about helping to make up the gap, when that great tree 


‘shall fall. Sufficient for that day will that trouble be; nor will 


the Divine power, be then insufficient to help the semis in time 


of need.” _ These words were spoken with a reference to a 


letter of mine to him, in which I had intimated that I thought 


his help w would be wanted, in case of Mr. Wesley’s death, in the 


rent of the societies, and in conducting the work of God. 
re ader will easily’ observe, if they were not uttered 
nue Eeprephocy at least: the event was as he con- 


jected 
Tn the atter and of ae same year, he says to Mr. Charles 
Wesley :—“ Old age comes faster upon me than upon you. 1 
am already so gray-headed, that I wrote to my brother to know 
if Lam not ‘fifty-six ‘instead of forty-six. The wheel of time 
moves so rapidly, that I seem to be ina new element; and yet, 
praised be God, -mystrength i is preserved far better than I could 
expect. I came home last night at eleven o’clock, tolerably 
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well, after reading prayers and preaching twice, and»giving the — 
sacrament, in my own church, and preaching again, and meeting 
a few people in society, at the next market town. The Lord 
is wonderfully gracious to, me; and what-is more to me than. 
many favours, he helps me to see his mercies in a clearer light. 
In years past, I did not dare to be thankful for_ mercies which 
now make me’ shout for joy. Ihad been taught to call them: 
common mercies ; and 1 made as little of them, as apostates do of 
the blood of Christ when they callhit a common thing. Butnow 
the veil begins to rend, and I invite you and all the, world -to,, 
praise God for his patience, truth, and loving-kindness, which s 
have followed me all my.days, and prevented me, not only in 
the night watches, but in the past ages of eternity. O how I hate 
the delusion which has robbed me of so many comforts! Fare-.~ 
well. ’ Iam, &c. : Beason 4 
ae | Join & 


12.. He now became sensible’he had gone to an extreme in 
such close and continued thinking and writing, and that, for the 
preservation of any degree of health, it would be necessary he 
should use some relaxation, and take exercise in the open air. 
He therefore observes to Mr. Ireland, in February next:—“A © 
young clergyman offers to assist me ; if he do, I may make an 
excursion somewhere this spring: where it will be, I do not 
know. It may be into eternity; for [dare not depend on to- 
morrow: but.should it be your way, I shall inform you of a 
variety of family trials, which the Lord. has sent me,—all for 
good, to break my will in every possible respect.” tt 

He speaks to the same purpose, but more at large, to me in 
a letter written about the same time; which sufficiently -mani- 
fests the blessed state of his mind during these painful exercises. 


“‘ My very dear brother, | _ ee we ee 
_ “J have long wished to hear from you. “If I remember right, 
when you wrote me a few lines from Leeds, you intimated that 
you would let me hear from you more fully. Either my hopes 
have dreamed it, or your many avocations have (as yet) pre- 


THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 185 


vented your indulging me with a line. Be that as it will, I send 
ihis to inquire after your welfare in every sense, and to let you 
know, that though I am pretty well in body, I break fast,—and 
that I want to break faster in spirit than I do; though, blessed 
be God, I have been put into such pinching, grinding circum- 
stances for near a year, by a series of boven and domestic 
trials, as have given me some deadly blows: may the wounds be 
never healed! May all the life of self, which is the vital blood 
of the old Adam, flow out at the cuts! I am not without’ hopes 
“of setting my eyes on you once more. Mr. | ‘Wesley. kindly 
* invited me some weeks ago to travel with him, and visit some of 

_ the Societies. The controversy is partly over, and I feel an in- 
clination to ‘break one of my chains, (parochial retirement,) 
yhich may be a nest for self. A ‘young minister, in deacon’s 
- orders, has offered to be my curate ; and, if he can live in this 
wilderness, I shall have some liberty to leave it. I commit 
the matter entirely to the Lord. To lie at the beck of Provi- 
dence, to to do or not to do, to have or not to have, is, I think, in 
such cases; a becoming frame of mind.” 
- In the same letter he observes :—‘ The few sae Isee 
an these parts are so far from what I could wish them and myself 
to be, that I cannot but cry out, Lord, how long wilt thou give 
thine heritage to desolation or barrenness ? How long shall the 
heathen say, Where i is now their indwelling God? I hope it is 
better with you in the North. [ have got acquainted, by letter, 
with a sensible man, who calls himself an expectant of the hing- 
dom of God, with whom (so far as I know) I perfectly agree. 
He is a Na el, and a Simeon indeed. You would love him 
Took upon your discoveries in the field and 
mines of ruth as mine. I hope you will not deprive me of what 
Thave a right to share in, according to the old rule, they had all 
things. commons What are your heart, your pen, your tongue 
doing? ‘Are they receiving, sealing, spreading the truth every 
where within your sphere? Are you dead to praise or dispraise ? 


~ Could you quis etly pass for a mere fool, and have gross nonsense 
fathered upon you without/any uneasy reflection of self? The 
AURA A Wie Nh Naik es Se aert Od RS i 
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Lord bless you; the Lord make you a child and a father. 
Beware of your grand enemy, earthly wisdom and unbelieving 
‘reasonings. You will never overcome, but by arraeriie paving, 


commas saistoessan wv 
3 td 7 


13. Of the invitation which he had received to travel with: 
‘Mr. Wesley, referred to in the above letter, Mr. Wesley pete 
as follows, in his account of Mr. Fletcher’s Life. 

“In the same year, his-health being more than ever ihacisitee 
by a violent cough, accompanied with spitting of blood, (of 
which I had had large experience myself;) having frequently 
seen the surprising effects of constant exercise, together with 
change of air, I told him nothing was so likely to restore his’ 
health as a long journey. I therefore proposed his taking a _ 
journey of some months with me, through various parts of 
England and Scotland ; telling him, “ When you are tired, or 
like it best, you may come into my carriage; but remember, 
that riding on horseback is the best of all exercises for you, so 
far as your strength will permit? He looked upon this as a 
call from Providence, and very willingly accepted of the pro- 
posal. We set out (as I am accustomed to do) early in ‘spring, 
and travelled by moderate journeys, suited to his strength, which 
gradually increased, eleven or twelve hundred miles.” 

' 14. We are not to infer from this account, however, that che 
travelled all the spring, summer, and autumn, with Mr. Wesley. 
He wrote to me from Madeley, in May and in September, and 
to other friends in March and August, and from Bristol to some 
friends in July. The case, I believe, was this: he. joined Mr. 
Wesley at London, or more probably at Bristol, m- the latter 
end of February, or the beginning of March, and accompanied 
him on his journeys through Gloucestershire, and Worcester- 
shire, and a part of Warwickshire, Staffordshire, and Shropshire. 
‘He did not, liowever, proceed further North with him at that 
time, but stopped at Madeley in the latter end of March, for 
reasons which he mentions to me inthe following arene 
soon after : : 
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pint ~ “My dear Brotherhnwrnsor ere 
© “J thank you for your letter. 1 oud: Bate aliswered you 
before had I not been overdone with writing. Ihave just con- 
cluded an answer to Mr. Evans and Dr. Price; a work which I 
have undertaken with a desire to serve the cause of religion; 
as well as that of loyalty. This work has prevented me from 
following Mr. Wesley, as well as the uncertainty in which the 
vlergyman who is here with me (a student from Edmund-Hall) 
left me; with respect to his stay. And as he-has just accepted 
of a place near Manchester, I shall be still without: acurate. I 
see so little fruit in these parts that I.am almost. disheartened, 
‘both with respect to the power of the word, and the experience 
a of the professors I converse with. 1 am closely followed: with 
the thought that the kingdom in the Holy Ghost is almost lost ; 
and that faith in the-dispensation of the Spirit is at a very low 
ebb. But it may be I think so on account of my little expe- 
rience, and the weakness of the faith of those I converse with. 
-It may, be better in all other places. I shall be glad to travel 
_a little to see the goodness of the land. God deliver us from 
all extremes, and make and keep. us humble, loving, disinte- 
rested, and zealous! I have almost run my race of scribbling. 
I preached before Mr. Greaves came, as much as my strength 
could well admit, although to little. purpose, But I must not 
complain. If one person receive a good desire in ten years, by 
my instrumentality, it is a greater honour. than I deserve; an 
- honour for which I should think 1 could not. be too thankful, if 
my mind were as low as it ought to be. Let us bless the Lord 
for all things... We have reasons innumerable to do it... Bless 
‘him on my account as well as your own, and the God of peace 
be with you; nor wc to ask that he may be with. your 
‘einibepeisiniendyeataici dips. te Pao 
pl aS tate Sie 


plied 
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16. ‘Pusynobeeithstanding the deillakieectendatlg ia sie ats 
and his increasing state of weakness, he still went on with his 
‘work of writing and preaching as he was able: buying up, for 
these purposes, every moment of time which he possibly could, 


*. 
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and attending, above all, to the progress of grace in his own 
soul. “J thought,” says he to Mr.’ Vaughan, “I should soon 
have done with controversy; but now I give up the hope of 
having done with it before I die. There are three sorts of 
people I must continually attack, or defend myself against,— 
Gallios, Pharisees, aud Antinomians. I hope I shall die in 
this harness, fighting against some of them. I do not, how- 
ever, forget, that the Gallio, the Simon, and the Nicolas 
within, are far more dangerous to me than those without. 
In my own heart, that immense field, I must jirst fight the 
Lord’s battles and my own. Help me here, join me in this 
field.’ All Christians are here militia-men, if they are not 
professed soldiers. O my friend, I need wisdom,—meekness — 
of wisdom! <A heart full of it is better than all your cider 
vault full of the most generous liquors ;° and “it is in Christ 
for us. O go and ask for you and me, and I shall ask for 
myself and you.» What a mercy is it that our: Lord bears 
stock! May we not be ashamed nor afraid to come, mae 
beg every moment for wine and milk, grace and wisdom. 

** Beware, my friend of the world: let not its cares, nor the. 
deceitfulness of its riches, keep or draw you from Jesus. Bes 
fore you handle the birdlime, be sure you dip your heart and 
hand in the oil of grace. Time flies. Years of plenty, and 
of scarcity, of peace and of war, disappear before the eternity _ 
to which we are all hastening. May we see now the winged 
despatch of time, as we shall see it in a dying hour; and by com- 
ing to, and abiding in Christ, our fortress, and city of refuge, may 
we be enabled to bid defiance to our dast enemy. Christ has 
fully overcome him, and by the victory of the Head, the 0 Rif 
members cannot but be fully victorious.’ 

16. In the mean time, however, this return to cniin die 
study and incessant labour, not only impeded his restoration to 
health, but even increased the disorder, insomuch that, May 11, 
he mentions his “ having had, for some days, the symptoms of an 
inward consumptive decay,—spitting blood, &c.” On this oc- 
casion he writes thus to Mr. Charles Wesley: “ What are you 
doing in London? Are you ripening as fast for the grave as I 
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am?—How should we lay out every moment for God! Thank 
God, I look at our Jast. enemy with great calmness. I hope, 
however, that the Lord will spare me to publish my end. of the 
controversy, which is, 4 Double Dissertation upon the Doctrines 
of Grace and Justices. This piece will, I flatter myself, recon- 
cile all the candid Calvinists and candid Arminians, and be a 
mean of pointing out the way in which peace and harmony 
might be restored to the C Church. re eee ere te Coe 

+1) still look for an) outpouring of the wenden wcaetis 
and outwardly. Should I die before that great day, [shall 
have the consolation to see it from afar, like Abraham and 


»..the Baptist, and to fete it,out to those who shall live when 


- God does this. rs 
‘“ Thank God, I enjoy. asec aan peace in the midst of, my 
wacbabicl are, sometimes, not a few. Joy also I possess; but 
I look for a joy of a superior nature.;. The Lord bestow it 
when and how he pleaseth! 1 thank God, I feel myself in a 
good degree dead to praise and dispraise: I hope, at least, that 
it is so’; because I-do not-feel that the.one lifts me. up, or that 
the other dejects me. 1 want to see a Pentecostal Christian 
Church, and if it be not to be seen at this time upon earth, I. 
am willing to go and see this glorious wonder in heayen. How 
is it with you? | Are you,ready to seize the crown in the name 
of the Redeemer reigning in your heart? We run a race to- 
| ‘wardsthe grave. John is likely to outrun you, unless you have 
_ a’swift foot. The Lord grant we may sink deeper into the Re- 
_ deemer’s grave, and there live,and die, and. gently glide inte 
ourown. ) \ 

“Let us pray that God acai rehew our agai as that of 
the eagle, that we may bear fruit, in-our old age. The Lord 
strengthen you'to the last! I hope I shall see you again before 
my death; if not, let us rejoice at the thought of meeting in 
heaven. Give my kind love to Mrs. Wesley, to any god-daugh- 
ter, and to-/her brothers, who all, I hope, remember their Crea- 
tor in the —— of their youth. Adieuww.lam, &c. 
iNew ce) Who geepedt a: lnc : dreds 
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_ 17. Although the circumstance has not been noticed -by any 
of those who have published memoirs of Mr. Fletcher, yet it 
appears, from the date of several of his letters, that he spent a 
part, at least, of the summer of this year at Bristol, for the sake 
of trying the Hotwell water. ss: ive 

“A letter to Mr. Charles Perronet, in bisa own hand visitiall 
now before me, and dated Bristol, July 12, 1776, makes this 
evidents. “‘ Having an opportunity,” says he, “ of writing a line 
to you by a friend whom I meet daily at the Hotwells, and who 
is about setting out for Canterbury, I gladly embrace the oppor- 
tunity of thanking you for your inquiries about my health. Iam 
here’ drinking the waters: with what effect time will show. 
The Lord keeps me hanging by a thread: he weighs me in the 
balance for life and-death. I trust him for the choice. He 
knows far better than | which is best, and I leave all to his unerr- 
ing wisdom.”’ After noticing the various other means he used, 
besides drinking the waters, for the recovery of his health, he 
adds: “ With respect to my mind, I am calm, and wait in sub- 
mission what the Lord will say concerning me.’ I wait to be 
baptised into all his Wises; ‘and trust the word, the faithful word 
of his grace. Afflictions and shakes may be a ploughing neces- 
sary to make way for the heavenly seed, and to prepare me to 
bring forth some fruit in life or death... Whether it be in the 
former or in the latter, I hope I shall live and die the object of 
your love, and the subject of your prayers, as you are of the 
cordial affection and good wishes of your devoted brother, and 
obliged companion in tribulation,. 1 _— 

Je. BW: 

In a letter to a friend in his own parish, also dated Bristol, and 
written the day preceding, he gives the a account of the 
state of his body and soul. bite 

“ With respect to my better part, I feel a ahs of righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy, and wait for the establishment of. his inter- 
nal kingdom in the Holy Ghost: and the hopes of my being 
rooted and grounded in the love that casts out every degree of 
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slavish fear, grow more lively every day. I thank God I am not 
afraid of any evil tidings, and my heart stands calm, believing in 
the Lord, and desiring him to do with me whatsoever: he 
pleaseth. With respect to my body, I know not what to say ; 
but the physician says, ‘he hopes I shall do well:’ and so I 
hope, and believe too, whether I recover or not. Health and 
sickness, life and death, are best when the Lord sends them and 
all things work together for good to those that. love God. 

» “Lam forbid preaching; but, blessed be God, Iam not forbid 
by my heavenly Physician to pray, believe; and love. ‘This is 
a sweet work, which heals, delights, and strengthens. Let us 
do it till we recover our spiritual strength; and then, whether 
we shall be seen on earth or not will matter nothing... I hope 
you bear me on your heart, as I do you on mine.”—Intending 
this letter to be read to other pious, persons in the neighbour- 
hood, he adds,» My wish for you is, that you may be inward 
possessors of an inward kingdom of grace; that you may so 
hunger and thirst after righteousness as to be filled; and that 
you may so call on your heavenly Father in secret, that he may 
reward you openly with abundance of grace, which may. evi- 
dence to all,.that he honours you, because you honour him. 

_ “Q! be hearty in the cause of religion. I would have you 
either hot or cold; for, it is a fearful thing to be in danger of 
falling into the hands of the living God, and sharing the fate of 
the lukewarm. Be Aumbly zealous for your own salvation, and 
for God’s glory ; nor forget to care for the salvation of each 
other. The case of wicked Cain is very common, and the prac- 
tice of many says, with that wretch, 4m J my brother’s keeper? 
©! pray God to keep you by his mighty power, through. faith, 
to salvation. Keep yourselves in the love of God, if you are 
there ; and keep one another by example, reproof, exhortation, 
susie social prayer, and a faithful use of all the means 
of grace. Use yourselves to bow at Christ’s feet ; as your Pro- 
phet, go to him continually for the holy anointing of his Spirit, 
who will be a teacher always near, always with you, and in you. 
If you have that maard Instructer, you will suffer no material 
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loss, when your outward teachers are. removed. Make the 
most of dear Mr. Greaves,-while you have him. While you 
have the light of God’s word, believe in the light, that you 
may be the children of the light, fitted for the kingdom of 
eternal light, where I charge you to meet, with Joys your affec- 
tionate brother and rninistens.s 4, ee 2. warageere es 
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18, Phere can a no doubt, duscatagi but. that pit was ng 
Bristol, and did try the Hotwell water that summer. It should 
seem, however, that he reaped little or no benefit from it, as 
we find him returned to Madeley about the middle of August, 
and signifying to his friend, Mr. Ireland, that “his breast was 
constantly very weak, but,” adds:he, “if it please God, it will in 
time recover strength. Mr. Greaves will take all the duty upon 
himself, and I shall continue to take the rest, the exercise, and 
the food which were recommended to me. The Lord grant 
me grace to repose. myself on Christ, ‘to exercise myself in 
charity, and to feed upon the bread of life, which God_ has 
given us in Jesus a We all need this spiritual regimen; 
may we be enabled to observe it as strictly as we do the bodily 
regimen of our earthly physicians !” é 

19. His disorder increasing rather) than donde’ the bible 
fejonits to whom the preceding lmes were addressed, by the ad- 
vice of a physician, wisely recommended his going, as soon as 
convenient, to the South of France, and to Switzerland, as the 
most likely mean to restore him. Mr. Fletcher, however, 
would. not then consent to go. “I have not, at present, the 
least idea,” says he, August 24, “that Iam: called to quit my 
post here. I see no probability of being useful in Switzerland. 
My call is here, I am sure of it. If then I undertook the. 
journey, it would be merely to accompany you. | dare not gra- 
tify friendship by taking such a step; and so much less, as’ I 
have no faith in the prescriptions of your’ physician: and I 
think, that if health be better for us than sickness, we may enjoy 
it.as well here as in France or Italy. If sickness be best’ for 
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us, why should we shun it? Every thing isgood when it 
comes from God. Nothing but a baptism of fire, and the 
most evident openings of Providence, can engage me in such 
' a journey. If you believe that Providence calls you to make 
it, go: the bare idea, that the journey will do you good, may, by 
' God’s blessing, be of service to you. If I reject your obliging 
offer to procure mea substitute, accuse not my friendship to 
you, but attribute it to my fear of taking a false step, of quitting 
my post without command, and of engaging in a warfare to 
which the Lord does not call me. My refusal wounds my friend- 
ship for you; but [hope it will not prevent your being persuaded 
that I am, with lively gratitude, oor Laas in Jesus 
Christ. Adieu. ; | 
Jie rR” 
"It appears that in the beginning of September he thought 
his: health better than it had been in August. He had not 
preached however 3 but had declined it, he says, rather from 
‘“‘a sense of duty to his friends, and the | igh thoughts he had 
of Mr. Greaves’s labours, than to spare himself: for if I am 
not mistaken,” eae he, “Iam as able to do my work now, as 
I was a year ago.” In this particular he certainly was mis- 
taken, and probably was led into the mistake by a person (a 
physician, I suppose) near Litchfield, whom | he terms “a pious 
gentleman, and: esteemed eminent for his skill in disorders of 
the breast.” This gentleman had assured him, “that he was 
in no immediate danger of a consumption of the lungs, but 
that his disorder was Wy the ee in ramet rors of too 
much close thinking.” ; a 
20. The advice of iad gentleman seems to have been the 
- more acceptable to Mr. Fletcher, because it did not prohibit 
him altogether from his favourite employments of writing . and 
preaching. He also prescribed medicines which Mr. Fletcher 
judged had been of service, in taking off his feverish heats, 
and stopping his ‘spitting of blood.” Having thus obtained 
the permission of his physician to labour a little, in the way he 
. thought most important to the glory of God, and the good 
25 
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of mankind, he was ready enough to embrace it. “If God 
add one inch to my span,” says he-to Mr. Charles Wesley, 
Sept. 15, “I see my calling. I desire to know nothing but 
Christ, and him crucified, revealed in the Spirit. I long to feel 
the utmost power of the Spirit’s dispensation; and I will endea- 
vour to bear my testimony to the glory of that dispensation 
both with my pen and tongue. Some of our injudicious or inat- 
tentive friends will probably charge me with novelty for it; but 
be that as it will, let us meekly stand for the truth as it isin 
Jesus, and trust the Lord for every thing. I thank God I feel 
myself so dead to popular applause, that I trust I should not be 
afraid to maintain a truth against all the world; and yet I dread 
to dissent from any child of God, and am sally to condescend 
to every one. O what depths of humble love, and what heights 
of Gospel truth do I sometimes see! 1 want to sink into the 
former, and rise into the latter. Help me by your example, 
letters, and prayers ; and let us, after our forty years’ abode in 
the wilderness with Moses and John, break forth after our Joshua 
into the Canaan of pure love. - Iam, &c. 
‘ 2 wie? eras A 

“ At our age,” says be to another tee i recovery. can be 
but a short reprieve; let us then give . up ourselves daily 
to the Lord, as people who have no confidence in the flesh, and 
do not trust to to-morrow.—I find my weakness, unprofitable- 
ness, and wretchedness, daily more and more ; and the more I 
find them, the more help I have to sink into self- abhorrence, 
Nor do | despair to sink one day so in it, as to die to self, and 
revive in my God. Farewell. s 


‘ . os pica 


. He speaks in a similar manner to me in a letter dated a 
im aa aes when he was still at “jabs iy 
~s My very dear Brother,’ RP gata a 
“Your kind letter has followed me from Bristol here, where 
{ have been for some weeks.” ‘My health is better than it was 
in August, blessed he God! but it is far from being established. 
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‘Close thinking and writing had brought upon me a slow fever, 
with a cough, and spitting of blood, which a physician took for 
symptoms of a consumption of the lungs; whereas they were 
only symptoms of a consumption of the nerves and solids. He put 
me accordingly upon the lowest diet, and had me blooded four 
times, which made. much against me. - Lam, however, much re- 
covered since have begun to eat meat again.’ My cough and 
‘spitting of blood have left me; but want of, sleep, and a slow 
fever, keép me still very low. If the Lord please, he can ina 
‘moment restore my strength: but he needs not a worm, a fly. 
‘T thank him for having kept me perfectly resigned to his will, 
and calm in the awful scené which I have passed through. J 
enjoy the. ‘kingdom i in weakness, and still look for its coming 
nate power. ee eee . 
“design to conclude my inst ES piece as I shall be 
‘able, and hope it will give my friends some satisfaction; be- 
cause it will show the cause of all our doctrinal errors, and 
place the doctrine of election and reprobation upon its proper 
basis. I finish also my Essay on the Dispe nsation of the Spirit, 
which is the thing I want most to see your thoughts upon. Pray 
for light and power, truth and love, and impart to me a share of 
‘your experiences to quicken my dulness of apprehension and 
of feeling. If God spare me a little, it will be to bear my tes- 
timony to the doctrine of perfect, spiritual Christianity. May 
-we be personal witnesses of this glorious dispensation, and be 
e 80 inflamed with love as to kindle all around us; so filled with 
‘power, that rivers may flow from. Us, and gladden the spots of 
the vineyard where our lot is cast. Give my kind love and 
‘thanks to all i inquiring friends. Ifl live over the winter, I shall, 
should Providence open the way, visit. you all,* and assure you 
that I am, in h ist, your eee, and servant, 
iN <8 Se i ia alli BR ie. pe eet OTF Y 


i 2. The anenor Ge ES deg in the above letter, 
pot he. terms “. ‘his } last controversial piece,” was that entitled, 
eT be Reconciliation, or an easy method, to unite the professing 
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people of God, by placing the doctrines of Grace and Justice in 
such a light as to make the candid Arminians Bible Calvinists, 
and the candid Canvinists Bible Arminians.”” He had also . 
termed it, in an advertisement previously ' published, «A Plan 
of Reconciliation between the Defenders of the Doctrines of 
partial Grbac) commonly called Calvinists, and. the Defenders of 
the Doctrines of impartial Justice, commonly called Arminians” 
This tract, although comprehending 140 pages, and although he 
was ina state of increasing weakness, and obliged, as we shall 
soon see, to travel to preserve his life, he was enabled to com- 
plete by the beginning of the next spring, when he dedicated it 
to his friend Mr. ieplanda in the. following words : shh ME 


“Dear ashe 

“ ‘To whom coulda Plan of Reconciliation between the, Cal- 
vinists and. Arminians be more properly dedicated than to a son 
of peace, whose heart, hand, and house, are open to Calvinists, 
Arminians, and Neuters ! ? You kindly received the divines 
who contend Pai doctrines of grace ; and | want. words 
to describe the ristian courtesy which you show to me, 
and other ministers, ‘who make a stand for the doctrines of 
justice. To you I am indebted for the honour of a friendly 
interview with the author of the Circular Letter, (Mr. Shirley,) 
which I thought myself obliged to oppose.—And as you suc- 
ceeded in that labour of love, it is natural for me to hope, that 
by your influence, and by the patronage of such candid, gene- 
rous peace-makers, as the gentleman* to whom I have often. 
compared you, these reconciling sheets will be perused by some. 
with more attention than if they had no name prefixed to them 
but that of your most obliged, affectionate oy and servant, 


mele nee. or eee ae By? bi 
8 4 — o 
_ 23. In this de fication, and in the title of the work to which 
it is prefixed, Mr. Fletcher refers to a small tract, before- 
Fgh ws ; A ape art 
to 


* John hts Esq. ‘a great friend, » says he, sath a catholic dibiners 
If clergymen are backward to promote peace, the God of peace may provoke 
them to jealousy, by raising fr: om among the laity such instruments of recon- 
ciliation, as will bea terror to bigotry, and an example of universal love.” 
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mentioned, which had preceded : it in the’ publication, entitled, 
“ The Doctrines of Grace and Justice equally essential to the 
pure Gospel: with some Remarks on the mischievous Divisions 
caused among Christians by parting: those Doctrines.” This 
piece being intended as an Introduction to the Reconciliation, 
since the first edition, has been printed and sold in one ‘pamphlet 
with it, and both taken together must certainly be considered, by 
every npiepiaieed and enlightened person, as’ peculiarly cal- 
culated to answer the end proposed. I doubt not, indeed, but 
they did answer that end, with regard to many, on both sides of 
the question; | ‘Some, however, and indeed not a few, of Mr. 
Fletcher’s opponents, were not thus to be won. — This is evident 
from the following clauses of a letter to the same disinterested 
and truly catholic friend, written at this time. | 
~“T thank you for your kind, letter, and am glad- you will con- 
tinue to oppose bigotry, though I would not have you bring a 
whole house about your ears, for the’ sake of so insignificant a 
creature as I'am. “Many, who espouse: ‘the sentiments of my 
opponents, condemn me without having hea rd me out; and, 
upon the dreadful charges which they hear brought against me, 
they are not much to blame ; for what good man will think well 
of a ‘blasphemer, and an enemy to the Gospel ” I hope, for 
my part, to do what shall be in my power to remove prejudices, 
and trust to. gain some resignation and patience by what I shall 
not be able to remove. God is my witness that I honour and 
love them, — T will never Se with my liberty of exposing 
error, wherever I shall detect it.” “Why might I not endeavour 
to take off a spot. = a frend?” Ge without me the 
risk of losing his friendship, and inc 
24, In the mear 
and their sicioadeeay aha wiitdel Grietids, who neither knew 
him r nor his principles, were viewing him asa “ blasphemer, and — 
an enemy to the Gospel ;”” the pious part of i ishior 
who. had Tong « observed his spirit and conduct, and | new 
well, were ready ‘almost to rank him with prophets and apostles, 
and certainly judged him one of the holiest and best of men. 
DA Sibi ago,” says he to his friend, in the letter last quoted, 


- 


‘‘] paid a visit to West Bromwich: I ran away from the kind- 
ness of my parishioners, who oppressed me with tokens of their 
love. 'To me there is nothing so extremely trying as ‘excessive 
Kindness. Tam of the king’s mind, when the people showed 
their love to him on his j journey to Portsmouth: ‘I can bear,’ he 
said, ‘ the hissings of a London mob, but these shouts are too — 
-much for me.’ You, my dear friend, Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. Nor- 
“than, and all your family, have put me to that severe trial, to 
‘which all trials caused by the hard words that have been spoken 
of me, are nothing. ‘I return you ‘all my warmest thanks, 
and pray that, excess excepted, you may all, in the day of 
your weakness, meet with as kind nurses and Renee 
you have proved to me.” 

25, The state of his health, however, although tis had 80 
lately jadged himself much better, soon began to decline, and 
his disorder to increase to such an alarming degree, that the 
possibility of his recovery, without a miracle, was’ universally 
doubted. But far was he, while in these circumstances, from 
being daunted or cast down at the apparent approach of the 
king of terrors. Rather, “he looked forward, * with increasing 
desire, to the happy moment when he should exchange the 
weapons of war for the crown of glory. Not that he was averse 
to the duties of his vocation, or wearied with the length of his 
services; but being exceedingly athirst for God, as the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panted his soul after the more imme- 
diate presence of God. Though he was favoured with the en- 
joyment of many inestimable blessings by the way, yet he looked 
with unutterable longings to the end of his course; knowing 
that to be at heme in the body, is to be absent en the Lord. 
Though he experienced inexpressible delight i in the society of 
such as worshipped in the outer courts of the Lord’s house ; 
still he saw it infinitely more desirable to associate with the 
‘spirits of. just men made perfect, in the inner places’of his invisi- 
ble temple. And though he was, at times, permitted’ momen- 
tary glimpse of heavenly mysteries, yet he earnestly desired 
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that, mortality being swallowed up of . he ar behold with: 
sper face the glory of the Lord.” 

26, This desire, which copeheeiel ‘hipai dueucten biary 
sistemas expressed. with a more than ordinary degree’ of fer- 
vour-in seasons of weakness and disease. In these solemn in- 
tervals, when he. appeared to be speedily advancing towards the 
confines of, eternity, he rejoiced. as a: weary traveller within 
sight of his home, His immortal prospects became more en- 
larged and ‘transporting, his conversation was correspondent 4 
to the. grandeur of his views, and his whole appearance was 
that of a man already clothed in the wedding garment, and 
hastening to sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
There was something in his deportment, upon these awful oc- 
casions, which reminded me of the transfiguration of his Master 
upon Mount Tabor:—While Moses and Elias were conversing 
with the blessed Jesus on his approaching decease, the fashion 
of his countenance was altered, and his raiment became white and 
glistering :.so, while the harbingers of death were apparently 
completing their. work. on the emaciated frame of this holy 
man, his silent meditations have been frequently accompanied 
with so much visible delight, such an extatic glow has diffused 
itself over his whole countenance, and his eye has been directed 
upwards with a. look of such inexpressible sweetness, that one 
would almost have supposed him, at such seasons, conversing 
with angelical spirits on his approaching. re” and the 
glory that should follow... 

i Qite? But, notwithstanding the Aetiadot views he Bulthen of a 
happy immortality, and the intense desire he expressed to be 
with Christ ; when he considered the importance of his charge, 
and the probabili 


2 


y of his being 1 rende ed further serviceable to 
the church, charity. towards his.comp ons in tribulation gave 
birth toa new. desire, and kept him in a state of sweet pspenae 
‘between the labours of grace and the rewards of ‘glory ‘ 

in such a state that he took an. affecting leave of iY ate a 
at Madeley, viz. in the. autumn of this year, being about to spend 
a few weeks in travelling with Mr. We ley. “He delivered,” 


ry 


> re 


200 “THE LIFE OF - 


says Mr. Gilpin, “a discourse upon that occasion from those 
pertinent words of St. Paul: What I shall choose, I wot not. For 
Tam in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be 
with Christ, which is far better : nevertheless, to abide in the flesh 
is more needful for you. In the course of esis sermon he ad- 
verted, in the most pathetic terms, to the painful situation im 
which he then presented himself to his hearers ; so debilitated 
by disease, that he was unable any longer to discharge among 
them the public duties of his ministerial station. From his pre- 
sent weakness, he looked back to his past labours, making many 
affecting reflections upon his own unworthiness, the indubitable’ 
testimonies he had received of his people’s unfeigned affection, 
and the unusual success of his ministry among them. Here he 
enlarged upon the two leading desires of his soul. On the one 
hand, he made a solemn declaration of the earnest longing with 
which he desired to be absent from the body, that he might 
be present with the Lord: and on the other, he expressed a 
more than parental attachment, which excited in him a wish that 
he might still be permitted to labour for their furtherance and 
establishment in the faith of the Gospel. But what to choose 
he knew not: nor was his present suspense attended with any 
degree of anxiety, since he foresaw unquestionable blessings 
awaiting him on either hand. He saw the balance "poised by 
unerring wisdom, and was cheerfully content to wait the issue, 
with one uninterrupted request,—that, whether he lived, he 
might live unto the Lord, or whether he died, he might die unto 
the Lord ; that, whether living or dying, he might be the Lord’s. 
“ Such was the sweet suspense which this man of God expe- 
rienced between a state of labour anda state of rest, which con- 
tinued for more than two years, and which was. at last happily 
determined in. fayou of his people, who were permitted. the 
enjoyment of his ministry for a long \season after this period, 
rejoicing in the, ness of the Lord, and abundantly pt 
by the labours of his invigorated servant.” 
28, Where Mr. Fletcher joined Mr. Wesley,1. am. mies cer- 
tain. But, Nov. 21, ais, he wrote to me from Loestoff as 
follows : 
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“ ‘My. dear-Friend, 4005 « « ; 
gee Mr. Wesley having invited me 16) deatek with irate see if 
am _ of air and motion will be a mean of restoring me to a 
share. of my former health, I have | accompanied him» through 
Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire, and Norfolk ;and I hope Iam 
n worse. ‘I find it good to be with this extraor- 
of God. 1 think his diligence and wisdom. are 
matchless, - At isa good school for me, only I am too old a 
scholar to make a proficiency. However, let us live to God to- ° 
day, and trust him for to-morrow : so that whether we are laid 
up in a sick bed, or a damp grave, or whether we are yet able to 

oe we may be able to. itl od hai BeOS aS 


” o God i is the sea of love, 
: ~ Where all my pleasures roll, 

natal Bee “othe ‘circle wheré my passions move, — 

poey teen! eo alias - And centre of my soul.” 

I find ‘the nearer me am to you, the more glad should I bé to be 
strengthened by the mutual faith of you'and me. The bearer 
hopes to be soon’ at Newcastle, and I send this scrawl by him to 
assure you of my repentance towards God, my faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, my lively expectation of the kingdom in the Holy 
Ghost, and my y brotherly love toward you. The Lord fill you 
with every grace and gift which can complete the Christian and 
the evangelist, and what I ask for you, T trust you will not forget 
to on oe i ‘affectionate et and brother, A 

SEE FN 2 EOE AE 8 J. F.” 
tha Re : E hd SA ee : wy 

~ 29. Soon after this, econ’ té Mr. Wesley’s account, they 
returned to Lond Meee Mr. Fletcher appeared to be con- 
siderably better. “And I verily be elieve,” says Mr. Wesley, 
“if he had travelled with me, partly . int ch aise, and partly on 
horseback, only a few months longer , he- would have quite 
recovered his health.» fae But this, those about him would not per- 
mit: so ve detained in (or, 1ear) ‘London, by his kind, but in- 
jadicious friends, while 1 pursued my "journeys, his spitting of 
Blood, oe all the other symptoms, returned, and aly in- 
9G 
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creased, till the physicians pronounced him to be far, uhandll 
ina true pulmonary. consumption.” ily 

_It being judged quite improper for him to Seah in Legcen, 
on Dec. 16, 1776, he retired. to the house of his friends, Charles 
and Mary Greenwood (both now with God, ,) to, Stoke-Newing- 
ton. Here he had the advice of the most eminent physicians 
that London could: afford. He was also ina dood air, and had 
every convenience and eyery help which art could bestow. | One 
of the family, of whom Mr. Wesley inquired concerning this 
mar of his life, gave him the following information. 

we Agreeably to, your desire,“ I endeavour ,to ceaieas 
some ise risp of Mr. vleteheraene his pPaAS at Newing- 
ton. 

g When he first came, he was, by Dr. F othergill’s eon 
under the strictest observance of two things, rest and silence. 
These, together with a milk diet, were supposed to be the only 
probable means of his recovery. In consequence. of these di- 
rections he spoke exceeding , little. If ever he spoke more 
than usual, it did not fail to increase his, spitting of blood; of 
which, indeed, he was seldom quite clear, although it was not 
violent.. Therefore a.great part of his time was spent in being 
read to. But it was not possible to restrain him altogether from 
speaking. The fire which continually burned in his heart, 
many waters could not quench. It often burst out unawares. 
And then, how did we wonder (like those who formerly heard 
his Lord,) at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth ! 
He could not have sustained life, without, sometimes giving vent 
to his heart. No penance could have appeared so. severe a 
cross to him, as to be debarred from speaking, of, or to God. 
His natural vivacity, with his intense, love of Jesus, continually 
impelled him to speak. But on being reminded of his rule, with 
a cheerful smile, he was all submission ; consenting by signs only 
to stir up those. about him to pray and praise! __ 

31. “ Whoever has read Mr. Fletcher’s Last Check to Anti- 
nomianism, and has had the privilege of observing his spirit and 
conduct, will not scruple to say,, that he was a living comment 
on his own account of Christian, Perfection. It is an alarming 
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word which our Lord speaks to the angel of the church at Sardis, 
I have not found thy works perfect before God. © But as far as man 
is able to” judge, from the whole tenor of his behaviour, he 
pie ai perfect. humility, perfect resignation, and perfect 
love. Suitable to ‘this was the ‘testimony concerning him 
which was a in Lady Huntingdon’s Chapel at Bristol, even 
by Mr. V. a gentleman ‘strongly attached. to those opinions 
which aa ‘Pletctions ‘thought it his duty to oppose. ‘I have 
enjoyed the privilege of being several weeks under the same 
roof with’ dear Mr. Fletcher. ‘And during that time.I have 
been greatly edified by his perfect resignation to the will of 
God, and by being a oe sali his exeniplary: conduct ~ un- 
common grace.’ 

“When he was able to converse, his favourite coast 
unsion promise of the Father, the gift of the Holy Ghost, inclu- 
ding that rich peculiar blessing, of union with the Father’ and 

the Son, mentioned in that prayer of our Lord which is 
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of St. John. - Many were 
the sparks of living fire which occasionally darted forth on this 
beloved theme. ‘We must not be content,’ said he, ‘to be only 
cleansed from sin; we must be filled with the Spirit. One 
asking him, What was to be experienced i in the full accomplish- 
ment of the promise? ‘ O,’ said he, ‘ what shall Tsay! All the 
sweetness of the drawings of the Father; all the’ love of the 
Son; all the rich effusions of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
more than ever can be expressed, are comprehended here! To 
attain it, the Spirit maketh intercession in the soul, like a God 
wrestling with a God! ah Oe 
» 33. “ Tt was in these favoured “moments of converse re we 
“found, ina patticul lar manner, the reward. which is annexed to 
the recewing a prophet i m the name of aprophet. And in some 
of these he occasionally mentioned several circumstances, which 
(as none kn ca them but eee) would Se, oak been 
‘buried in oblivion. » — on 
“One of svananiunstt passages was, f In the beginning,’ 
said he, ‘ of my spiritual course, I heard the voice of God, in an 
inexpressibly awful. sound, | go through my soul in those words, 


ie 


204 THE LIFE OF 


If sll ioe peng disciple, let him deny himself. He men- 
tioned’ another peculiar manifestation of a later date, in’ which, 
said he, ‘I was favoured, like Moses, with a supernatural disco- 
very of the glory of God in an ineffable converse with him ; so 
that whethons was then in aan i bess of ees ee capes 
ie | RE Me, pint 

4. “ On another dccasion, he = < About ‘igs iit of my 
feed into the ministry, I one evening wandered into a wood, 
musing on the importance of the office I was going to under- 
take. I then began to pour out my soul in prayer; when such 
a feeling sense of the justice of God fell upon me, and such a 
discovery of his displeasure. at sin, as absorbed all my powers, 
and filled my soul with an agony of prayer for poor lost sinners, 
I continued therein till the dawn of day; and-I considered this 
as designed of God, to impress upon me more deeply the mean- 
ing of those solemn words, ak dae sia terrors of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” 

35. The blessed state of his ‘ai continually sdanipesed itself 
oy its overflowing good will to all that came in his way. - And 
yet his spirit was so deeply impressed with those words, Not as 
though I had already attained, that. the vehemence of his desire 
for a fuller manifestation of God, seemed sometimes to border 
upon unhappiness, But his ardent soul only felt the full impres- 
sion of those words of the apostle, Forgetting the things that 
are behind, and reaching forth to those that are before, I press 
toward the mark, for the are, of. ~ high wars of God in 
y eee JastisHees.. | OMY de 

, “One end of. his cages to N shangioanie was, that he 
peo hide himself from company: But this design was in 
nowise answered ; for company came from every side. He was 
continually visited by high and low, and by persons of various 
denominations : one of whom being asked, when he went away, 
what he thought of Mr. Fletcher, said, ‘I went to see a man 
that had one foot in the grave; but I found a man that had 
one foot in heaven.’ Among them that now visited him were 
several of his beloved and honoured opponents; to whom he 
confirmed his love (however roughly they had treated him) by 
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the most respectful and affectionate behaviour. — But he did not 
give up any part of the truth for which he had publicly con- 
tended: although some (from whom one would have expected 
better things) did not scruple to affirm the contrary. Those. of 
; ‘his particular friends. who visited him here, will not eas ily forget 
how he exhausted his whole soul in effusions of thankfulness ; 
‘Mrs. Cartwright and Cavendish ih particular, with his faithful and 
fectionate friend, Mr. Ireland, will remember their interviews 
with him. . And those of the family were almost oppressed. by 
the outpourings of his love and gratitude, whenever they showed 
their love in the most inconsiderable instance. — Yea, so thankful, 
in proportion, would. he be to even the meanest servant. 

_ 37. “ It.was not without some difficulty that Mr. Ireland at 
length prevailed upon him to sit for his picture. While the 
limner was drawing the outlines of it, he was exhorting both 
him and all that were i in the room, not only to: get the outlines 
drawn, but the colourings also, of the image of Jesus on their 
hearts. He had a very remarkable facility in making allusions 
of ‘this kind ; in raising spiritual observations from every acci- 
dental circumstance ; in turning men’s employments, pleasures, 

and. pains, into.means of edification; this he did, in order. te 
engage the attention of the thoughtless, the more deeply to fix 
the attention of the thoughtful, and to prevent the trifling away 
of time, in unprofitable conversation. And such little incidents 
as used to pass away unnoticed, by almost any other person, 
acquired from Mr. Fletcher’s fine imagination a kind of grace 
and dignity. To give an instance. Being ordered to be let 
blood, while his blood was running into the cup, he took occa- 
sion to expatiate on the precious blood-shedding of the Lamb 
of God. And even when he did not speak at all, the seraphi¢ 

spirit which beamed from his lang hes si those months 
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‘Ba it is hicaadey to be SR ty EO Mr. Wesley, 
that this facility of | raising useful observations from the most 
trifling incidents, was one of those peculiarities in him which 
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cannot be proposed to our imitation. In him it partly resulted 
from nature, and was partly a supernatural gift. But what was 
becoming and graceful in Mr. a would: be pemeys tie 
almost in any other.) ‘ ; fee, 

+38. But Mr. Fletcher was not. ily cfg idee by his 
Geli casas to the members of the kind family at Newington, 
where he resided these few weeks, and to several individuals, 
whether ministers or others, who accasionally visited it, but the 


_ . Christian letters which his love to his flock at Madeley, and to 


his friends in different places, constrained him to write, were 
then, and have been since, a pectliar blessing to many. “Which 
his love constrained him to write, ? Tsay, 1 because, notwithstand- 
ing the charge given him by his physician, and the advice and 
entreaties of those about him, he could not be restrained from 
- this exercise of zeal and brotherly kindness. “They forbid my 
writing,” says he to Mr. Ireland, February 24, “ But I will 
write to the last. Blessed be God who giveth us the victory over 
death and its pain, by Jesus Christ.” ‘An: extract from'one of 4 
these letters, written about a fortnight after his going to Newing- 
ton, and addressed to his parishioners at Madeley, Mr. Wesley 
has given usin his short account of Mr. Fletcher’s Life. I shall 
here insert the same letter rather more at large. Rage ae 
“ My hi Sau Vielordars) ; . a 
. “Thoped to have spent the Christmas holidays with you, and 
to have ministered to you in holy things; but the weakness of 
my body confining me here, I humbly submit to the divine dis- 
pensation, and ease the trouble of my absence, by being present 
with you in spirit, and by reflecting on the pleasure I have felt 
in years past, while singing with you, Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given, &c. This truth is as important now as it 
was then, and as: worthy to be thankfully received at Newington 
as at Madeley. Let us then receive it with all readiness, ‘and 
it will unite us: we shall meet in Christ, the centre of lasting 
union, the source’ of true life; the spring of pure’ righteousness 
and j Joys: and our ere shall be pal oF the tidin ‘of ‘ecilag she 
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be to God on high? Peace: on earth ! Good will meade each 
aad all mankind!” A TL ee 
fe In order to this, may the eye ‘of yout PS eeaidine tie more 
ail ‘more. opened to see your need of a Redeemer; and to 
behold the suitableness, freeness, and fulness of the redemption, 
which was wrought. out by the Son of God, and which is applied 
by the S Spirit, ‘through faith. The wish which glows in my soul 
iss so ardent and powerful, that it brings me down on my: knees, 
while. i write, a and, in. that supplicating Bones I entreat, you all 
to’ consider. and i improve the day of your ‘visitation, and to pre- 
are, in good. earnest, to meet, with joy, your God, and your un- 
worthy. pastor, in anotl world, Weak as I was when I left 
Madeley, I hear that several. who were then young, healthy, and 
strong, have got t the start of me ; and that some have been hur- 
ried i into eternity without being indulged with a moment’s warn- 
ing. —May the awful accident strike a deeper. consideration into 
all our souls. May the sound of their bodies dashed. to” ‘pieces 
“at the bottom of a. pit, rouse: us to a speedy conversion, that 
~ we may: never fall into the bottomiess pit, and that iniquity and 
delays may not be our eternal ruin.  Tottering as 1 stand on the 
brink of the grave, some of you, who seem far from it, may 
drop into it before me ;, for what has happened may happen still. 
_“Let.us, then, all awake out of sleep; and let us all prepare 
ee our approaching. change, and give ourselves no rest, till we 
have got Gospel ground to hope that our great change will be 
a happy one. In order to this, I beseech you, by all the minis- 
terial and. providential calls you’ ‘have had for: these seventeen . 
“years, harden not your hearts. Let the. long-suffering. of God 
towards us, 1 who survived the hundreds I have buried, lead us‘all 
to re pentance.. Dismiss your sins, and embrace. Jesus. Christ, 
‘who 0 wept for you-in the manger, bled for you in ‘Gethsemane, 
hung for you. on the cross, and now pleads. for’ you on his media- 
torial. throne. , ‘By allt that is near and dear to you, as'men and 
as Christians, meet me not, on the great day, in your sins and in 
your blood, enemies to Christ by unbelief, and to God by wicked 
works. Meet me in the garment of repentance, in the robe of 
Christ’s merits, and’in the white lien, (the purity of heart and 
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life) which is the lines of the godly 5 that holiness, without 
whick no man shall see God. Let the fime past suffice, in which 

some of you have lived i in sin. By repentance put off the old 

man, and_his works; by faith put on the Lord Jesus and his 

righteousness. Let all wickedness be goney—-for. ever gone, 
with the old year; and with the new one begin a new life, a life” 
of renewed devotion to God, ae of Bip i to our 
neighbour. 

“ The sum of all I have preached to you is contained "A fol 
propositions, First, Heartily repent of your ‘sins; original and 
actual. Secondly, } Believe the Gos el of Christ in sincerity and 
truth. Thirdly, Tn the power whic true fa 
things commanded are possible to him that b elieveth,) run with 
humble confidence the way of God’s commandments before God 
and men. Fourthly, By continuing to take wp your ‘cross, and 
to receive the pure milk of God’s word, grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ. So shall you grow in peace. 
and joy all the days of your life; and. when rolling years shall ty 
be lost in eternity, you will for ever grow in. pias! and heavenly. 
glory. O what bliss! What glory! The Lord shall be our 
gun and our crown; and we shall be jewels in each other’s 
crown; I in yours, and you in mine. For ever we shall be 
with the Lord, and with one another. ‘We shall all live in 
God’s heavenly church, the heaven of heavens. All our days 
will be a Sabbath, and our Sabbath eternity. No bar of busi- 
ness or sickness, no distance of time nor place, no gulf of 
death or the grave, shall part us more. We shall mectin the 
bosom of Abraham, who. met Christ in the bosom of divine 
love. Owhat a meeting ! ' And shall some of us meet pee 
this very year which we are just entering upon? Wh ‘. 
year! On that blessed year, if we are of the number of those 
who die in the Lord, our souls shall burst the womb of this 
corruptible flesh ; we shall be born into the other world; we 
shall behold the Sun of Righteousness without a cloud, and for 
ever bask in the beams of his: glory. Is not this prospect glori- 
ous enough to make us bid defiance to sin and the grave; and 
to join the cry of the Spirit and the Bride, Come, Lord Jesus, 


at 
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come qeble hoes it should be in the ack ehariot of 
death ? 5s + a 

os ‘Should God bid me to stay on earth a little longer, to serve 
you in the Gospel of his Son; should he renew my strength, 
(for no word is impossible with him) to do among you the work 
of a pastor, I hope I shall, by God’s grace, prove a more 
humble, zealous, and diligent. minister, than I have hitherto 
been. Some of you have sup ot) I made _ more ado 
about eternity and your pre: i al: 
but how great was your mista Be tie is my grief aid 
shame that | have. not been both in pubic and private, a thou- 
sand times more ea 
spiritual concerns. Pardon - ‘me, my- sear friends) pardon me, 
my Ignorances and negligences i in this respect. And as I most 
humbly ask your. forgiveness, so I most heartily forgive any of 
you, who'may, at any time, have. made no account of: ‘my little 
labours, I only entreat. such now to evidence a better mind, 


“by paying a double attention to the loud warnings of Provi- 


~ dence, and to the pathetic discourses of the faithful minister 


who now supplies my place. And may God, for Christe at 
forgive us all, as we forgive one another ! 

“The more nearly I consider death and the grave, tude 
ment and eternity, the more, blessed be God, I feel that I have 
preached to you the truth, and that the truth is solid as the 
Rock of Ages. Glory be to his divine grace, I can say, in 
some degree, ‘ Here is firm footing.’ Follow me, and the sor- 
rows ‘of death, instead of encompassing you around, will keep 
at an awful distance, and, with David, we shall follow our great 


: Shepherd, even through the dreary. valley, without. fearing or 
“feeling any evil. 


_ * Although I hope to see much more of the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of YG living than I do see; yet, blessed be 


~ the divine mercy, I see enough to keep my mind at all times 


unruffled, and. to make me willing calmly to resign my soul 
into the hands of my faithful Creator, my loving Redeemer, 
and my sanctifying Comforter, this moment, or the neat, if he 


call for it. 1 desire your public thanks for all the favours he 


Zé 
ss 


nen 


F ,, y 
210 ; nia THE LIFE OF © 


showeth me continually, with start tat see my soul and 
body. Help me to be thankful ; for it is a pleasant thing to be 
thankful. May our a ae crown the new year, as God’s 
patience and goodness have crowned all our life. Permit 
me to bespeak an interest in your prayers also. Ask that my 
faith may be willing to receive all that God’s grace is willing to 
bestow. Ask that I may meekly suffer, and zealously do all the 
will of God, in my present circumstances ; and that, living or 
dying, I may say, with the witness of God’s Spirit, For me to 
live is Christ, and to die i 1s gain. | 

“If God call me soon. from: Trae I beg he may, i his good 
providence, appoint a more. “faithful shepherd over you. You 
need not fear that he will not: you see, that for these many 
months, you have not only had no famine of the word, but the 
richest plenty ; and what God has done for months, he can do 
for years; yea, for all the years of your life. Only pray ; Ask, 
and you shall receive. Meet at the throne of grace, and you 
shall meet at the throne of glory your affectionate, obliged, and | 
unwaey. minister, Ps 
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39. In another letter, written a fortnight after to the same 
people, he manifests still further his own deep humility, and his 
fervent love to them, as the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
had made him overseer. I shall here insert a short extract from 
this also. Addressing them as his “ dear companions in tribu- 
lation,” he proceeds. “ All the children of God I love: my 
delight is in them that excel in strength, and my tenderest com- 
passions move towards those that exceed in weakness. But of 
all the children of God, none have so great a right to my peculiar 
love as you. Your stated or occasional attendance on my poor 
ministry, and the countless thousands of steps you have taken to 
hear the word of our common Lord from my despisedypulpit, as 
well as the bonds of neighbourhood, and the many happy hours I 
have spent before the throne of grace with you, endear you pe- 
culiarly to me. 


“ With tears of grateful joy I recollect the avifal reioineatt 
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when ce have, in the a igih of our dear Redeemer, bound 
ourselves to stand. to our baptismal vow ; to renounce all sin, to 
believe all the articles ‘of the Christian faith, and keep God’s 
‘pommandments to the end of our life; especially the new com- 
mandment, which enjoins us to love one another, as Christ has 
loved us. 0! my dear brethren, let this repeated vow, so 


. reasonable, so just, and so comfortable, appear to us worthy of 


* myself; and to love’ow 


our greatest regard. For my own part, asking pardon of God, 
and you all, for not having exulted more in the privilege of 
keeping. that vow every day better, and of loving you every 
hour more tenderly, I am not ; at all discouraged ; but deter- 
mine, with new courage r 


ovenant God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, with all my mind, heart, and strength :—with all the 
powers of my understanding, will, and affections.—This reso- 
lution is bold, but it is evangelical ; being equally founded on 
the precept and promise of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose cleans- 


"4 ing blood can atone for all our past unfaithfulness, and whose 


almighty Spirit, can enable us to perform all Gospel eeecnce 
for the time to come. - 

«6 find much comfort in my weak state of health, Bon my 
relation to my Covenant God. O the comfort of cleaving to 
Christ by faith, and of finding that Christ is our all! In that 
centre. of life let us all meet, and death itself will not separate 


_us; for Christ, our life, is the resurrection ; and Christ, our com- 
~ mon resurrection, | will bring « us back from the grave, to worship 


‘separate us no more. — oat a 


shim altogether, where absence and sickness shall interrupt and 


ise iy 


a J sometimes feel a desire of being ‘buried where you are 


& bi ried, and having my bones lie in a common earthen bed with 


er 


yours; but I soon resign that wish, and leaving that particular to 
Providence, I exult in thinking, that whatever distance there 
may be between our graves, we can now bury our sins, cares, 
doubts, and fears, in the one grave of our divine Saviour; and 
that we may rejoice, each of us in our measure, that neither life 
nor death, neither things present nor things to come, shall ever 
be able, (while we hang on the Crucified, as he hung on the 


id delight, to love my neighbour as” 
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cross,) to separate us from Christ our head, nor fin the love of 
each other his members. 

“ Love, then, one another, my dene Gittiren, I wens you, 
and if I, your poor unworthy shepherd, am smitten, be not 
scattered; but rather be more closely gathered into Christ, and 
keep near each other in faith and love, till you all receive our 
second Comforter and Advocate in the glory of his fulness. This . 
indwelling of the Comforter perfects the mystery of sanctifica~ 
tion in the believer’s soul. This is the highest blessing of the 
Christian covenant on, earth. Rejoicing in God our Creator, in 
God our Redeemer, let us s look for oe full comfort of God our 
papchier. 3 

« My paper fails, but not my] er * it embraces you alli in the * 
‘bowels of Jesus Christ; to whose love I earnestly recommend 
you; earnestly desiring you would recommend to his faithful 
mercy your affectionate friend and brother, yoursunw orthy Pas- 
tor and fellow-helper in the faith, 
; ae ‘ Fe 


40. He wrote letters also to many private friends 1 in different 
parts. Indeed hardly a day passed in which he did not write to 
one or other. But as extracts from most of these have been 
published, I shall spare myself and the reader the trouble of re- 
ferring to many of them here. Add to this, that whenever he 
found any ability for it, his thoughts and pen were occupied in 
contributing more or less to what he continued to have much at 
heart, the completing of his forementioned “ Plan of Recon- 
ciliation.” Of this, Jan. 19, he spoalty, as follows to the Rev. 
Vincent Perronet. 

I have of late thought much upon a method of reconciling 
the Calvinists and Arminians. I have seen some Calvinian 
ministers who seem inclined to a’plan of pacification. I wish I 
had strength enough to draw the sketch of it for your improve- 
ment. I think the thing is by no means impracticable, if we 
would but look oné another in the face, and fall toget er at the 
feet of Him, who makes men to be of one mind in a hous 
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made fe all believers to be of one soul in the church. Let 
us pray, hope, wait, and be ready to cast one mite of endeavour 
towards the blessing of a reconciliation ; in which none could be 
more glad to second you than, biotdarelt and dear me fen affec- 
tionate, obliged soninthe Gospel == 

J. B3? 


a 


f> 


Al. _ By these Sauls of body and mind, peldind, thinking, 
writing, and. conversing, he undoubtedly greatly, impeded his 
recovery : so that, although he was in a good air, had good. 
accommodations, and a variety of helps joined to the kindness 
of his friends, all which he mentions i in the letter last quoted, 
with gratitude, he made little or no progress towards the reco- 
very of his health while at N ewington, A few days before, he 
says to.a friend, “ Venturing to ride out in the frost, the air was 
too sharp for my weak lungs, and opened my wound, which has 
thrown me back again.” On the 29th he observes, “ Provi- 

“dence sent me, last Sunday, Dr. Turner, who, under God, 
3 “saved my life twenty-three years ago ina dangerous illness ; and 


I am in ned to try what-his method will do. He oriees me 


EX \y 


? milk, chicken, &c. forbids me riding, and recommends the 
"greatest quietness. He prohibits the use of Bristol water ; ad- 
- vises some waters of a purgative nature, and tries to natn 
expectoration by a method that so far answers, though I spit by 
it more blood than before. It will be in order to cure one way 


or other. 
-. With respecht to my soul, if tind it soalt to be in the balance, 
awfully weighed every day for life or death. Ithank God the 
_ latter has lost its sting, and endears to me the Prince of Life. 
ds ‘But O! I want Christ, my resurrection, to be a thousand times 
- more dear to me; and doubt not he will be so when I am filled 
with the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him. Let us wait for that glory, praising God for all we have 
received, and ¢ do daily receive ; and trusting him forall we have 
not hee received. ‘Let our faith do justice to his veracity, our 


“ ee and our love to all his perfections. Iti is 
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him. Iam provided Pre with every necessary and . 
blessing for my state. The great have evendone me the honour 
of calling.—Mr. Shirley, Mr. R——d Hill, Mr. Peckwell, &c. 
I exhort them to promote peace in the church, which they take 
kindly. I hope God will incline us all to peace, living and 
dying. Lady Huntingdon has written me a kind letter also. 


0 for universal, lasting kindness !. This world to me is now be- . 


come a world of love. May it be so to my dear friend also. My 
kindest love and thanks wait on yourself, Mrs, Ireland, and all 
your dear family. . 


"The above ‘was aridvuced to Mr. Ireland, and three weeks 
after, he says to one of his parishioners, “‘ My dear friend Mr. 


treland brought me, last week, Sir John Elliott, who is esteemed 


JED 


the greatest physician in London in consumptive cases. He 


gave hopes of my recovery upon using proper diet and means. 
I was bled yesterday for the third time: and my old doctony 
thinks, by gentle evacuations, and spring herbs to mend my ‘ 
juices. Be that as it may, I calmly leave all to God; and use 
the means. without trusting in them.. I am perfectly taken care 
of by my kind. friends, whom I recommend to your prayers as” 
wellas myself. 

« With respect to my soul, I calmly wait, in “unshaken re- 
solution, for the full salvation of my God; ready to trust him, 
and to venture on his faithful love, and on the sure mercies 
of David, either’ at midnight, noonday, or cock-crowing : for 
my times are in his hand, and his time is best, and is my time. 
Death has lost his sting: and, I thank God, I know not what 
hurry of spirit is, or unbelieving fears, under my most terrifying — 
eee Glory be to God in Christ for this unspeakable 
mercy! Help me to praise him for it.” 

42. One of those who visited him at Newington, was ‘Mr.’ 
William Perronet: a pious, sensible, benevolent, and amiable 
man, who was snatched hence in the strength of his years. He 
often said, the first sight of Mr. Fletcher fixed an impression 
upon his mind, which never wore off, till it issued in. areal cons 
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version to God; accompanied with a most affectionate and 
lasting regard for the instrument of that happy change.” 

Of this friendly man Mr. Fletcher writes thus to Miss Perro- 
net: “I cannot tell you how much I am obliged to your dear 
brother, for all his kind, brotherly attendance, as a physician. 
He has given me his time, his long’ walks, his remedies: he 
has brought me Dr. Turner several times, and will not so 
much as allow me to reimburse his expenses. Help me to 
thank him for all his profusion of love, for I cannot sufficiently 
do it myself. Give my duty to your father: | throw myself in 
spirit at his feet, and ask his blessing, and an interest in his 
prayers. Tell him that ‘the Lord is gracious to me ; does not 
suffer the enemy to disturb my peace; and gives me, in pros- 
pect, the victory over death.—Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us this great victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ: Absolute 
resignation to the Divine will baffles a thousand temptations, 
_ and confidence in our Saviour carries us sweetly through a 
“thousand trials. . God fill us abundantly with both!” : 

i But although he had every help of advice and medicine, 
as well as diet, air, and attendance, which he could have, all, 


» at this time, proved ineffectual to restore him. His physicians, 


therefore, advised that he should again have recourse to the 
Bristol waters. Accordingly Mr. Ireland, who had visited 
him while at Newington, and had brought Sir John Elliott to 
“see him, as before-mentioned, came, with Mrs. Ireland, and 
‘took him to their house at Brislington, near Bristol, for that 
purpose. “A little after his arrival there, he wrote the following 


— Tetter of thanks to the kind friends who had entertained him so 


% long, and with so much affection, at N ewington. | 


i, 


PY x75 my very dear Friends and oer rore, Charles and. 
Mary Greenwood.— be, that the mer- 
ciful may find mercy, ne: that the great kindness I have found 


~ under your quiet roof, may be showed you every where under 


the canopy of heaven.—I think with grateful joy, on the days 
of calm retreat I have been blessed with at N ewington, and la- 
ment my not having improved better the opportunity of sitting, 


_ like Mary, at the feet of my great Physician. May he requite 
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your kind care to a dying worm, by abundantly caring for you 
and yours, and making all your bed in your sickness - May you 
enjoy full health! May you hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, both that of Christ, and that of the Holy Ghost, and be 
abundantly filled therewith! May his rod and staff comfort 
‘you under all the troubles.of life, the decays of the body, the 
assaults of the enemy, and the pangs of death! May the reviv- 
ing cordials of the word of truth be ever within the reach of 
your faith, and may your eager faith make a ready and constant 
use of them; especially when faintings come upon you, and 
your hands begin to hang down! May you stand in the clefts of 
the Rock of Ages, and there be safely sheltered, when all the 
storms of justice shall fall around! May you have always such 
temporal and spiritual helps, friends, and comforts, as have 
found in your pleasing retreat! 

‘You have received a poor Lazarus, though his sores were 
not visible. You have had compassion, like the good Samaritan : 
you have admitted me to the enjoyment of your best things; _ 
and he that did not deserve to have the dogs to lick his sores, Wie 
always | found the members of Jesus ready to prevent, to remove, 
or to bear his burdens. And now what shall I say? What but, 
Fhanks be to God for his unspeakable gift! and thanks to my 
dear friends for all their favours! They will, I trust, be found 
faithfully recorded in my breast, when the great Rewarder of 
those who diligently seek him, will render to every man according 
to his works. Then shall a raised Lazarus appear in the gate, 
to testify of the love of Charles and Mary Greenwood, and of 
their godly sister. 

**] thought myself a little better last Sunday; but I niles 
since spit more blood than I had done for weeks before. Glory 
be to God for every providence! His will be done in me, by 
health or sickness, by life or death! All from him is, and, I 
trust, will always be welcome to your obliged pensioner, 
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cottttied | in oe earnest prone as at ek ae 
i Every day he drank the Hotwell water, and. it agreed with him 
well: é “80 > that Utes ae aii tel little be ete 


with his soley, felt more or sibast | 
_ adventured to pray in the family. Bitiie was not wary pdt 
1 this. He more than once so much, exerted himself, that he 

r saonte eee soon’ ~~ well Pee Ss to hee 


ny very 1 near his aide 
: He he printoriectg it etre: Hid ste ied, which he wished to do, 
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om of ‘effecting it: of ‘uniting 
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2. From Bristol he paid his friends ‘in Bath a ‘visit, from 
whence, July 8, (1777, he wrote as follows, to ene of his 
oy olga 


* "My dear Brother, 

“| heartily thank you for your kind letter; and by you, ! 
desire to give my best thanks to the dear companions in tribula- 
tion whom you meet, and who so kindly remember so worthless 
and unprofitable a minister as me. May the God of all grace 
and love, our common Father, and our all, bless you all, and 
all our brethren, with all blessings spiritual; and w 4 such 
‘temporal favours as will best serve we oc of your | ole 
in grace. , 

“ My desire is, if I should é spared to minister to you again, 
to do it with more humility, zeal, diligence, and love; and to 
make more of you all than I have done. But as milttts are, 
you must take the will for the deed.’ Let us all praise God for 
what is past, and trust him for what is to come. The Lord 5 
enable you to cleave to Christ, and in‘ him, to abide in one 
mind, striving together for the hope of the Gospel, the fulness 
of the Spirit, and that kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost, of which we have so often discoursed 
together, but into which we have not pressed with sufficient 
ardour and violence. God give us the humble, violent faith, 
which inherits the promise of the Father, that we may ‘triumph 
in Christ, and adorn his Gospel in life and death. 

**T hope to see you before the summer is ended, if it please 
God to spare me and give me strength for the journey:- Tam 
in some respects better than when I came here, and was enabled 
io bury a corpse last Sunday, to oblige the minister of the parish 
but whether it was that little exertion of voice, or something 
else, bad symptoms have returned since. Be thatas it may, all 
is well; for he that does all things well, rules and overrules all.’ 
Ihave stood the heats we have had these two days better than 
Y expected. I desire you will help me to bless the Author of 
all good, for this and every other blessing of this life: but above 


ae & Z i 
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all. for the’ lively hopes of the next, and for Geist ‘our common 
hope, peace, joy, wisdom, righteousness, salvation, and all. In 
him IT meet, love, and embrace you. God bless. you all, and 
crown you with loving-kindness and tender 1 mercy all the day 
long! I live, if. you stand. Don’t let me want the reviving 
cordial of hearing that you stand together firm in the faith, bro-. 
- ken in humility, and rejoicing in the loving hope of the glory of 
God. . Look : much at Jesus. Bless God much for the gift of 
his only begotten Son. Be much in private prayer. Forsake 
not: the assembling yourselves. together in little companies, as 
well as in public... Walk humbly as in the sight of death and 
eternit. . and eyer pray ony your snk Wiebe me unwordl 
manintee sr ; tee 
ee iG A ar iy we IS aa ” 
eee li Ps. ge HATO 
.3. He pate no long Gay at Bath, bat rules the chief: part ok his 
time, for several months, at Brislington or Bristol. In one place 
a the: other, as well as at N lewington, he was visited. bY; ia 
neabacane per nets of ESE were Calvinis ! 


ut a d Dr aiealing rine ‘ens pressing htt hard, oe regard 
to some of. his opinions, » ‘told hin, | with great warmth, “ Mr. 
Fletcher, “you "had better have been gasping for life with an 
asthma, or have had all your limbs unstrung by’a palsy, than to 
toe amnittens those Checks.” ale. Fletcher replied, “ Sir, I then 
> and in his - highest fervours 
ove; ie) alae ackiibiledged his want of more. 
SO, ie missed no opportunity of instructing ser- 
his discourse in a manner peculiar to 
or their business. And what would 
hive appeared low in another, did not : appear so, when spoken 
by him. Thus he advised the cook, “'To stir up the fire of 
divine love ‘in his heart, that it might burn up all the rubbish 
therein, and raise a flame of holy affection :” to which, with the 
greatest cordiality, ‘he subjoined a short prayer. Thus to the 
housemaid he said, “ Lentreat'you to sweep every corner of your 
heart, that it may be fit to receive your heavenly Guest.” ‘Toa 
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poor man who came there ina deep consumption, but litile Con: 
cerned for his soul, he said ina very solemn manner, (laying one 
hand on his own breast, and the other on the poor man’s) “‘ God 
has fixed a loud knocker at your breast and mine. Because we 
did not regard, as we ought to have done, the gentle knocks and 
calls of his holy Spirit, his word, and his providences, he has 
taken fast hold here, and we cannot get out of his hand. O 
let the knocker awaken you, who are just a into eter- 
hi ity ! 19 ii eS ae 
~When one or another occasionally medial eal waite 
thing which had been said of him or his writings, if the person . 
who had said it was named, he would stop the. speaker imme- 
diately, and offer up the most fervent prayer, for the person of 
whom he spoke. He did not willingly suffer any one to say any 
thing against his opponents. And he made all the allowances 
for them, which, on a change of cine he would have 
OR them to. make for him. __ * 
5. This year our annual conference was. held at Bristol. 
Here! and at Brislington, I had several opportunities of seeing 
conversing with Mr. Fletcher, and always found him in the 
devout and zealous spirit above described. He happened to be 
passing by the door of the stable belonging to our chapel in 
‘Broad-Mead, when I was lighting from my horse, and I shall never 
. forget with what a.heavenly air, and sweet countenance, he in- 
stantly came up to me in the stable, and in a most solemn man- 
ner, putting his hands upon my head, as if he had been ordaining 
me for the sacred office of the ministry, prayed most fer- 
vently for, and blessed me in the name of the Lord. To act in 
this way indeed, towards his friends, was no uncommon thing 
with him: he was wont to do. it,frequently, and that in a man- 
ner so serious and devout, that it was almost impossible not to 
be deeply affected: with it. gui ail ud 
_ “In August, 1777,” says Mr. James.Rogers, «I was appoint- 
ed to (leave Edinburgh, and) labour in the east of Cornwall. *I 
had long» desired to converse with that great and good man, Mr. 
Fletcher y and now an opportunity offered itself. . Stopping at 
Bristol for a few. days to rest myself and horse, I heard of. his 
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being at. ‘Mr. Ireland’s,. about three miles off, in a poor state of 

health, and, with two of my. brethren, went-to see him. When 
“we came there he was returning from a ride, which he was 
advised by his physician to take every day. -Dismounting from 
his horse, he came- towards, us with arms spread open, and eyes 
lifted up to heaven. | His apostolic appearance, with the whole 
iof, his deportment, amazingly affected us. 

“ The first words he spoke, while yet standing in the stable 
by his horse, were a part, of the sixteenth chapter of St. John, 
“most of which he repeated. And whilst he pointed out the 
_ atecent of the Holy Ghost, as the great promise of the Father, 
and the privilege of all New Testament believers, in a manner 
if never had heard before, ‘my soul was dissolved into tender- 
~ mess, and became even as melting wax before the fire. . 
Asan invidious report had been spread that he had recanted 


_ what he had lately written. against Calvinism, in those_excellent 


writings of his, entitled his ‘Checks, &c.’ I took the liberty to 


_ mention the report, and_asked him what he thought had given 


aS 


rise to it? He replied he could not tell; except that he had 
refrained from speaking on controverted points since he ca 
_Mr. Ireland’s: partly by reason of the poor state of his Teaith, 
“and because he did not wish to grieve his kind friend by making 
his: house a field of controversy. «But he assured us he had 
‘never yet seen cause to repent of what he had written in de- 
_ fence of the Rey. Mr. Wesley’s Minutes. And although he be- 
~ lieved his close application was the mean of reducing his body to 
the state in which we then saw it, yet if he fell a victim, it was m 


sa eae cause. | 


_. “ After a little further patie a et upon the usibaicel love of 


Hod. in Christ Jesus, we were about to take our leave, when 


Mr. Ireland sent his footman into the. yard with a bottle.of red 
wine, and some slices of bread upon a waiter: we all uncovered 
our heads while Mr, Fletcher craved a blessing upon the same ; 
which he had no sooner done; but he handed, first the bread to 
“each, and hifting-up his-eyes to heaven pronounced those words, 
©The body of our Lord Jesus Christ: which was given : for thee, 
preserve thy. body and soul unto everlasting life.’ Afterwards 
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handing the wine, he repeated in like manner, * ‘The blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, &e.’ But sucha sacrament’ never had 
before. A sense. of the Divine Presence _rested, upon. us all; 

and we were melted into floods of tears. His. worthy friend, 

Mr. Ireland, grieved to see him exhaust his little strength by so 
much speaking, took him by the arm and almost forced him into 
the house ; while he kept looking wishfully, and speaking to us, 
as long as we could see him. We then mounted ourhorses and 
rode away. That very hour more than repaid me~ on my 


whole journey from Edinburgh to Gornwall.” 9 gh 
6. Sept. 6, of that year, he wrote as follows, to. om “amiable 

d venerable Vincent Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham. — be } { 
oe My very gens ‘athens 2 ae ee th 


«y humbly thank you for the honour and consolation of your 
two kind letters. Your vouchsafing to remember)a poor, un- _ 
profitable worm, is to me a sure token that my heavenly Father’ 
earnestly remembers me still. He is God, and therefore Jam. Ks 
not consumed :—He is a merciful, all-gracious God, and there-: 
fore. blessed with sympathising friends and gracious helpdgs, 
on all sic es. O Sir, if in this disordered, imperfect state of th 
church, I meet with so much kindness, what shall 1 not meet 
with when the millennium you pray for, shall begin! Ohthatthe ~ 
thought, the glorious hope, may animate me to perfect, holiness 
in the fear of God; that I may be accounted worthy to escape 
the terrible judgments which will make way for that happy state 
of things, and that I may have a part in the. first resurrection, : 
if 1am numbered. among the dead. before ee mAPER — 

a i hte tin * 


Sy 
oe 


% $ ¥ ae tt 


oA PUM. Bre dinate’ 
“Oh! for a firm and lasting faith, » y 


To credit all the Almighty saith ‘Wiha ecisllli sea. 
To embrace the promise of his Son, — mea 

» And call that ya Rest our own! es a at 

eb my . a sy Ny wre: , 

w 6 We. Be saved hoy sie at Ai ane But hope that is seen 

is not hope. Let’ us abound, then, in hope, through the power 

of the Holy Ghost»: so shall we antedate the millennium, take 
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the Roeaolyea ‘enjoy, beforehand, the rest which remains for 
‘the people: ‘of God. ‘Your great'age, dear Sir, and my great 
weakness, have brought us to the verge of eternity. Oh! may 
we exult i in the p prospect, ‘and look on that boundless sea, 
through the g lass of faith, and’ through the clefts of the Rock of 
‘Ages, struck for us, through the veil of Christ’s flesh, ‘who by 
an for our sins, and rising a sls for our justification, i is become 
our oa de at oy i ae 
; ak 0 ne of my pave Bicat ought = horeé! last. week to 
cal anry me see and desiréd to walk by my. side all the “way. 
B ‘the advice ce see dear son, (Mr. ‘William Perronet,) who 
“still continues to bestow upon me all the ‘help ‘T could expect 
rom the most loving brother, I sent the man back. I thank 
“lebat Tam a little ee than when 1 came hither. J kiss the 
rod, lean’on the's aff, and wait the end. fa yesterday saw a phy- 
‘sician who ea see is not yet an “absolutely” lost case. 
But the prospect of languishing two or three years longer, a 


2 burden to every body, a help to none, would ‘be very painful, 


if the will of God and the covenant of life in Christ Jest 
not sanctify all circumstances, and dispel every gloom 

1 ember with grateful j joy the happy days I spent ¢ at Shoreham : 
> cio pivere amem 3 tecum obeam lubens.* “But, what i is better 
= still ‘Pshall live with the Lord and with you for ever rand ever. 
Your obliged se servant and slectonate Son, ' 
eee: sia sis: cola tind? | i oh y 


g > Hee Oe 7 4 ur 


Hage 27 


; r continued at t Brislngton ig ae end of sum- 


physicians we ited for so many iobihs shad Hc iadse little 
o ‘good effect. ttn was then concluded that nothing, humanly 
3p aking, could save his’ life, ‘but a sea yoyage, and his own 
» country air.” 'This;'as- was observed above, had béen recom- 
mended by his friend Mr. Ireland, with the advice of a a physician, 

the precedin s ye r. Then, | however, , he not be | lia 

Dy I, AOR RRR BRR, BERETS 
oh af could Wee. live with you ; ee: you oan Willibely die? 
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upon to try these remedies. “But now, finding « all other means 
ineffectual, he consented, and that the more readily, ¢ as one | of 
his sisters was in a poor state of health, and, ‘indeed, apparently 
dying, in Switzerland, and he ardently wished to see and converse 
with her before her departure. As soon. as a voyage to the 
Continent was concluded on, he wrote as "follows ‘to Mrs. 
Thornton. | ner 

“Tam going ‘to do ne my poor nee what you have done’ “by 
me, to try to smooth the road of sickness to the chamber of 
death. Gratitude and blood call me to it —you ‘have done it 


without such calls ; your ¢ Christian kindness i is freer than | mine 5 bs : 


but not ‘so free as the love of Jesus, who took’ upon him 
nature, that he might bear our ‘infirmities, die our death, < 
make over to us his resurrection and his life, after all iota 
done to render life hateful and death horrible to him. O! for 
this matchless love, let rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues 
break an ungrateful silence ; and let your Christian muse find 
new anthems, and your he heart new flights ‘of eloquence and 


ae ie » 
all be glad to hear from you in Switzerland, and shall 
doubly rejoice; -if you can send me word, that she, who is joined 
to the Lord according to the glory of the new covenant, is one 
spirit with him, and enjoys all the glorious liberty pl the children 
of God.” 

8. It appears, however, that shortly after this he became rie 
much worse as to have great reason to doubt whether he should 
be able to make such a voyage.—* You should have | hea rd 
from me,” says he to the same person a few weeks afterwards, 
‘if sometimes want of spirits to hold a pen, and for some days, 
want of paper, had not stood.in the way of my inclination. 
Now I lave paper, and a degree of strength, how can I ‘employ. 
both better, than in trying to fulfil with my pen the great 
commandment, which contains my duty to God and my neigh- 
bour? But what can a pen do here!—It can just testify 
what my y heart feels,—That no words can describe, what I owe 
to my heavenly Benefactor, to my earthly friends, and to you 
in particular, who have had so much patience as to stand by 
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me, and bear a share in my burdens, for so RADY, months, at 
home and : abroad. _ be 

y the x erciful, faithful sim he promised that ca 
cup of cold water given to the least of his followers, shall not 
lose its. reward ;—may that omnipotent God, -who sees you in 
all the. states of weakness -which await you between the 
preselit moment and the hour of death, give you all that can 
make: your life: comfortable, your trials tolerable, Jour, death 
triumphant, and your eternity glorious! _ 

“What I ask for you, Jyalso peculiarly te for ‘your dear 
brother. and sister, who have vouchsafed to bind so dry, so 
insignificant. (I had almost said, so rotten) a stick as myself i in 
the bundle of. that love. with which" they. embrace the® poor, 
the. lame, the helpless, the loathsome, and those who have their 
sores, without, as Lazarus, or within, as I. May we all be 
found bound up. together i in the bundle of life, light, and love, 
with. our Lord! _And when he shall make up his Jewels, may 
you ¢ all shine among his diamonds of the finest water and the 
first magnitude ! ; 2 

You want, possibly, to see how Leo one Thoug h 11 am 
not worth a line, I shall observe, to the glory of my patient, 
merciful. Preserver and ‘Redeemer, that I am kept i in sweet 
peace, and, a Jooking for the triumphant joy of any Lord, and 
for the fulness expressed it in these words, which sweetly filled the 
sleepless hours of last night. hy 


« 


«& «Drawn,—and redeced —and seal’d, 
; “1 bless the ONE and THREE, 
poe om Father, Son, and Spirit l’a 
To alleternity.” _ ; 


age: With eee tor my body, I sleep less, and fin more blood 
‘than I did when you were here, nor can T bear the least trot 
of. an. easy” horse. * this continue many days, instead of 
thinking | to go y and s« see my friends on the Continent, I shall turn 
wae ep s tom Bp home, to be ready to Tay my bones in 
urch-yar and in ‘such a case I shall put you in mind 
yar kind p eS that you would do to the last the office or a 
, i fate 
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guardian angel,—hold up my hands in my last conflict, and 
close my: eyes when it is over. Two of my parishioners | came 
to convey me: safe home, and had’ persuaded me to go with 
them’ ina post chaise ; but I had so bad a night. before the 
day I was to set’ out, that I gave it up. . My prospects and ways 
are shut up, so that I have nothing to look at but Jesus and, the 
grave. May Iso look at them as to live in Him who is my re- 
surrection and life; and die in all the meekness and holiness of 
my Lord and my all! I, humbly request a continued interest in 
your fervent prayers, that I maysbe found completely ready 
when my, Lord’s messenger shall come for my soul.” > 
9. In the latter end of October he found himself a_ little 
pi a as appears by a letter written from Madeley on the 
21st of that month, and addressed, to lady Mary Fitzgerald ; 
m which he says, “‘1 have taken the bark for some days, and st 
seems to have been blessed to the removal of my spitting of 
blood. ‘Time will decide whether it be a real.removal, or 
only a suspension of that symptom. Either will prove a bless- 
ing, as His will is our health.”’, With respect to his intended 
journey, he observes to the same Right Honourable person: 
“My brothers and sisters invite me to breathe once more my 
natal air ; and the physicians recommend to me a journey to the 
ar a et 1 wait for the last intimations of Providence to 
determine me to go. If 1 do, I shall probably. pass through 
London, and in that case I could have the honour of waiting 
upon you. I say, probably, because I shall only follow my 
friend, and a serious family which goes to spend the winter in’ 
the South of France, or in Spain; and I do not yet know whe- i 
ther they design to embark at Doyer, or at. some port in me vet 
West of England. ; 
“c You have been afflicted, ” he further adds, “ as well a as my- 
self. May our maladies yield the peaceable | fruits of righteous- ) 
ness—complete deadness to the world, and increased. faith in 
the mercy, love, and power of Him, who supports under, the 
greatest. trials, | and can make our extremity of weakness an 
oppo e 7 of displaying the freeness of his grace,. and the great- 
néss of his power. Tell Mrs. oe and Mrs. ed that 1 
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salute them under the cross with the sympathy of a companion 
in tribulation ; and rejoice at the. thought of doing it when the 
‘cross shall be’ exchanged for the crown. In the meantime, let 
‘us glory in the cross of our common Head, and firmly believe, 
that he is exalted to give us er is best for: ne in — in 
eas and for ever.” > 
-» The following Bhervatiena| in the same letter, are also well 
swrorth attention: “In order to live singly to God, the best me- 
thod is to desire it with meekness ; to spread the desire in quiet- 
ness before him who inspired it; to offer him now all we have 
and are, as we can’; and to balla tae our expectation, that he may 
‘satisfy it with good things, with all his fulness, or that he may 
try our patience, and teach us to know our total helplessness. 
vee nec to ad ce frame of ie pcs and the’) Jey- 
is. ite ree of the ‘two, hicosties it enables us to ab and suffer 
the will of, God; and praise him, which honours Christ more ; 
both are. happily mixed. May they. be so in you, solute and 
im your sihooce au banner servant, . 
ii “en Be ea JE. » 
WP 10. It was + the advice of Mr. William Perronet, who had’ 
‘been so kind as to go from London to Bristol to visit him, that 
he took the bark. To him he writes, Nov. 19,—“ May , the. 
Lord visit. you when you shall be sick! and may “he ‘raise you 
such kind friends, helpers, and comforters, as he has raised to 
me!” I have continued to take the bark since you went, and it 
‘seems to have been blest tome. My spitting of blood is almost 
stopped ; my breast stronger. I am, T hope, better, upon the 
whole ; ‘and if Ido not relapse, I may yet be able to preach, 
according to vers dear father’s prophecy. 1 hope to have the 
pleasure of : seeing and thanking you, Sir, and Dr. coh in ey 
way to poh some time the week after next. 
“Qh! my dear friend, Jesus is at the end of the race. 
Your dear. ‘rothers* have run it out; we follow them. | O! for 
poi speed = more winged despatch! more of that J i wer that 


“Te Mesrs, Vincent 2 and Charles Perronet, and | some others of the Rey. Mr. 
“Perronet’s children, who had died in great ‘peace and triumph. 
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takes the kingdom of heaven by violence! That the Lord 
would give us more power, and make ‘us more faithful in the use 
of that which we have, is the earnest wp er ee shee 
friend, 
3 Te eile iy cepa Jey 

11. The time of setting out on his journey to the ‘Continent 
being now ‘fixed, he judged it proper to explain himself more 
fally than he had done, to some of his friends at Madeley, “and 
withal to signify his mind to them respecting some temporal 
affairs depending there. He therefore wrote as follows, ‘to 
Messrs. Thomas York and Daniel Edmonds, who, it seems, for 
some time assisted sm in COTE the Bechlar concerns of the 
vicarage. Haidivetptaliieh midi 

“ The debt of gratitude Towe to a vibe sister, who once 
, took a very long j journey to see me, when I was ill in Germany, 
and whom I just stopped from coming, last winter, to Newington 
to nurse me; the unanimous advice of the physicians whom I 
have consulted, and the opportunity of travelling with serious 
frends, have at last determined me to remove to a warmer cli- 
mate. As it j is doubiful, very doubtful, whether IT shall be able 
to stand the journey; andif I do, whether 1 shall beable to 
come back to England; and if I come back, whether I shall be 
able to serve my church, it is right to make what provision I can 
to have it properly served while I live, and to secure some spiri- 
tual assistance to my serious parishioners when I shall be no 
more. Ihave attempted to build a house in Madeley-Wood, 
about the centre of the parish, where I should be glad ae 
children might be taught to read and write in the ‘day, and t 
grown up people might hear the word of God in the even g, 
when they can get an evangelist to preach it to them; and 
where the serious people might assemble for social pry 
when they have no teacher, 

“This has involved me in some diffioulies about discharging 
the expense of that building, and paying for the ground it stands 
upon ; especially as my ill health has put me on the additional 
expense of an assistant. . If I shad strength, I would serve my 
church alone, board as cheap as I could, and save what I could 
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from the produce of the living to clear the debt, and leave that 
little token of my love free from encumbrances to my parish- 
ioners. But as Providence orders things otherwise, I have 
another object, which is to secure a faithful minister to serve 
the church while I livé. ~ Providence has sent me dear Mr. 
Greaves, who loves the people, and is loved by them.~ I should 
be glad to make him comfortable ; and as all the care of the 
flock, by x my illness, devolves ‘upon him, I would not hesitate 
for a moment to let him have all the profit of the living, if it 
were not for the debt contracted about the room. My. difficulty 
lies, then, between what I owe to my fellow-labourer, and what 
T-owe to my parishioners, whom I should be sorry to have hae 
dened with a debt contracted for the room. 

- “Teg you will let: me know how the balance of my ac- 
count stands, that, some way or other, I may order it to be’ paid 
‘immediately ; for if the balance is against me, I could not leave 
England comfortably, without having settled the payment. A 
letter will settle this business, as well as if twenty friends were 
at the trouble of taking a journey ; and talking is far worse for me 
than reading or writing. I do not say this to put a slight upon 
my dear eas ha I should rejoice to see them, if it would 
answer any end. rata 

© Ten aieaeaies i deabias of my sea friends, for troubling 
them with this scrawl about worldly matters. May God help 
us all so to settle our eternal concerns, that when we shall be 
called to go to’ our long home and heavenly country, we may 
be ready, and have our acquittance along with us. Iam quite 


- _ tired with writing, nevertheless, I cannot lay by my pen, with- 


‘out desiring my best Christian love to all my dear companions i in 
tribulation, and neighbours in Shropshire.” 

~ To another friend whom he had been also obliged to trduble 
in that way, his words are :—“ Pardon the trouble I have given 
you, in my temporal concerns ; it is more for the poor and the 
Lord than for me. O! my dear friend, let us pass through the 
things temporal so as not to lose the poe eternal. Let us ho- 
nour God’s truth, by believing his word; Christ’s blood, by 
hoping firmly in divine mercy; and all the divine perfections, by 
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loving Godwith all our hearts, and/one another as Christ loved 
us.” My kind love'to all the brethren on both sides the water. | 
- “Go from me to Mrs.. , tell her, Icharge her, in the name 
of God, to give up dhe world to set out with all speed for hea- 
ven; and to join the few that fear God about her. If she refuse, 
call weekly, if not daily, and warn her from me. Tell the bre- 
thren at Broseley, that I did my body'an injury the last time I 
preached to them on the green; but I do not repine at it, if 
they took the warning, and have ceased to be neither hot nor 
cold, and begin to be warm in zeal, love, prayer, and every 
grace. Give my love to , tell him to make haste sth 
Christ, and not to doze away iit last days. ” ps + 
“The physician has not yet given me up ; but I bless God, I 
do not wait for his farewell; to give myself up to my God and 
» Saviour. I write by stealth, as my friends here would have me 
forbear writing, and even talking ; but I will never part with my 
privilege of writing and’ shouting Thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory over sin, death and the grave, through stn 
Christ! To him be glory for ever and ever.” gs 
12. The above letters manifest, ina striking light; his tat 
tude to his benefactors, and his great love to his Parishioners, 
and concern for their salvation. But the latter is discovered 
still more in the following pastoral woman 2 them, written a 
few days before he left Bristol. : ; 


“ To the brethren who hear the word of God i im the parish church 
of Madeley. . 


a“ < My dear Brethren, 8 ila it int hey 

e <] thank you for the declaration of your aiiokiate remem- 
brance, which you have sent me by ——, the messenger of your 
brotherly love. As a variety of reasons, with which I shall not 
trouble you, prevent my coming to take my leave of you in per- 
son, permit me to do it by letter. The hopes.of recovering a 
little strength to come and serve you again in the Gospel, make 
me take the advice of the physicians, who say, that removing to 
a drier air and warmer ¢limate, might be of great service to my 
health. J kiss the. rod which smites me. I adore }the provi 
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dence which lays me asidé; and beg that by this long corree- 
tion of my heavenly Father, I may be’ so enmed as to bring 
forth more fruit, if Lam spareds. 29 
-<Tamemore and. more persuaded that I rea a S caaresd 
unto you cunningly devised fables, and that the. Gospel I have 
had the honour of preaching, though feebly, among you, is the 
pecioi of God to salvation, to every one who believes it with the 
God grant we may all be of that happy number! Want 
NE not permit me to give. you more directions ; but if 
? you follow. those which fill. the, rest of this ‘page, they may sup- 
ply the want of a. thousand. Have, every day, lower thoughts 
of yourselves, higher thoughts of Christ, kinder thoughts of your 
brethren, and more hopeful. thoughts of all around you. Love 
to assemble in the - great congregation, and with your companions 
in tribulation ; but. above all, love to pray to your Father in 
secret: to consider your Saviour, who says, Look unto me, and 
be saved 5 and to. listen for your Sanctifier and Comforter, who. 
whispers, that he stands at the door, and knocks to enter into your 
_ inmost souls, and to set up his kingdom of righteousness, peace, 
and joy, with divine power, in your willing breasts. Wait all 
the day long for his glorious appearing within you; and, ‘when 
you are together, by suitable prayers, proper hymns, ‘and en- 
livening exhortations, keep up your earnest expectation of his 
pardoning and sanctifying love. Let not a drop satisly you ; 
desire an ocean, at least‘a fountain springing up to your comfort 
in. your, own souls, and flowing towards all around you, in 
streams of love and delightful instructions, to the consolation 
of those with whom you converse; especially your brethren, 
and those’ of your own ios Do not eat your morsel 
by yourselves, like selfish, niggardly people; but whether: you 
eat the meat that perisheth, or that which endureth unto everlast- 
ing life, be ready to share it with all. “Cast your bread upon the 
waters, in ‘a temporal or spiritual sense, and it will not be lost. 
God will bless your seed sown, and it will abundantly increase. 
Let every one with whom you converse, be the better for your 
conversation: Be burning and shining lights wherever you 
are.’ Set the fire of divine love to the hellish stubble of sin. 
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Be valiant for the truth. - Be champions for love. Be sons of 
thunder against sin; and sons of consolation towards humbled 
sumers. Be faithful to your God, your-king,and your masters. 
Let not the good ways.of God be blasphemec through any of 
you. Let your pare Papedeatetss and your brotherly- kind- 
ness be known to all men! so that all who see you may cathe 
and say, See how’ these people love one another! = 

“You have need of patience, as well as of faith and powers: 
You must learn to suffer, as well as to do the will of God. Do 
not, then, think it strange to pass through fiery: trials 5 they are 
excellent for the proving, purifying, and strengthening of your 
faith: only let your faith be firm in a tempest. Let your hope 
in Christ be as a sure anchor cast within the vail; and your 
patient love will. soon outride the storm, and make you find, 
there is a peace in Christ and in the Holy Ghost, which no 
man can give or take away. May that peace be abundantly. 
given to you, from our common Father, our common Redeemer, 
and our common Sanctifier, our Covenant God, whom we have 
so often vouched to be our God and our all, when we erbarq hans 
assembled together in his name. : 

“ | leave this blessed island for. awhile ; ; but J I trust I shall 
never leave the kingdom of God, the Mount Sion, the New Je- 
rusalem, the shadow of Christ’s cross, the clefts of the rock 
smitten and pierced for us. There I entreat you to. meet me. 
There I meet you in spirit. From thence, I trust, I shall joy- 
fully leap into the ocean of eternity, to go and join those minis- 
tering spirits who wait on the heirs of salvation: and if Lam no 
more permitted to minister to you in the land of the living, I 
rejoice at the thought, that 1 shall, perhaps,.be allowed to ac- 
company, the angels, who, if you continue in the faith, will be 
commissioned to carry your souls into Abraham’s bosom. ‘If our 
bodies do not moulder away in the same grave, our spirits shall 
be sweetly lost in the same sea’ of divine and brotherly love... I 
I hope to see you again in the flesh ; but my sweetest and firmest 
hope i is to meet you where there are no parting seas, no’ inter- 
posing mountains, no sickness, no death, no fear of loving too 
much, no shame for loving too little, no apprehension of burst- 
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ing new vessels in our lungs, by indulging the joy of aceite; or 
the sorrow of leaving Our:brethremiy «Siu yao: 
“In the meantime, I. earnestly - ‘recommend you to the pas- 
ioral care of the great Shepherd and. Bishop of souls, and to 
the brotherly care of one another, as. well as to the, ministerial 
care of my ‘substitute. The: authority. of love. which you 
allowed me to exert among you for edification, I return to you, 
and divide among you; humbly requesting that you would mu- 
iually use it in warning the unruly, supporting the weak, and 
comforting all. Should I be spared to come back, let me have 
the joy of finding you : all of one heart and-one soul; continuing, 
steadfast in the apostle’s doctrine, in fellowship one with another, 
and in communion with our sin-pardoning and sin-abhorring God. 
This you may do, through grace, .by. strongly, believing in the 
atoning blood. and sanctifying Spirit of Christ, our common head 
and our common life ; in whom my soul embraces. you, and in 
whose. gracious hands Lleave both you and myself. Bear me 
on, your; hearts before him in praying love; and be. persuaded, 
that. il are thus borne by, my.dear pobngt en yours, tte 
‘ T.E? 


13. Mr.. Fletcher did not leave Brislington till about the 
beginning of December, when he set out for the South of 
France, in company with Mr. Ireland, two of his daughters, and 
another family. While at Reading, on his way, he wrote as 
follows, to his friend and ‘athas in Christ, the Rev. Vicar of 
Shorebam:, 

, us Realipe Dec. 2, 1777. 

wa sieie pune! and hes Sir, 

be “T acknowledge, though late, the pei “of your portant q 
have given up the thought of going to my parish, and am now 
on the road. to.a warmer climate. | . The. Lord, if it seem: him 
good, may bless as much the change of air, as he has blessed the 
last remedy your,son, prescribed for me ; [mean thebark. . If1 
should mend alittle, I would begin to haye faith in: your pro- 
phecy. In the.meantime let us have faith in Christ, more faith 

30 
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day by day; till all the. sayings of Christ are verified to us and 
in us. Should I go to Geneva, I shall inquire after the Swiss 
friends‘of my dear benefactors at Shoreham, to whose prayers I 
humbly recommend myself and my dear fellow-travellers, one 
‘of whom, my little god-daughter, is but eight weeks old. May 
‘God abundantly bless you and yours, and reward you for all the 
kindness shown to, honoured and dear Sir, sie ~ and 


— son in the Gospel, 
; it Ba 2s 


aan ‘the same sheet he wrote as follows to Miss Parrott " 
" iil Po. a peta: a rae ea 3 

a Mi eclehenipegacn AO its pak tbe fyi? age goals 

ep snatch a moment upon the road, to itive ladys the fa- 
vour of your letter, and to wish you joy in seeing the Lord is 
faithful in rewarding as well as punishing. . 1 once met a gentle- 
man, an infidel, abroad, who said, ‘Men have no faith: if they 
believed that, by forsaking houses, lands, friends, &&c. they should 
receive an hundred-fold, they would instantly renounce all, For 
who would not carry all his money to the bank of heaven to re- 
ceive an hundred-fold interest ?- The Papists have made so bad 
a use of the rewardableness of works, that we dare neither 
preach it nor hold it in’a scriptural mantier. For my. part, I 
- think, that if it were properly received, it would make a great 
alteration in the professing world. You dare receive it 5 try the 
mighty use of it; and when you have fully experienced it, do 
not keep your light to yourself, but impart.it to all within the 
reach of your tongue and pen. Iam glad you see that, after all, 
every reward bestowed upon a reprieved sinner, has free grace 
for its foundation, and the blood of Christ for its mark. May 
the richest rewards of divine grace be yours in consequence of 
the most exalted faithfulness ; and let me beseech you to. pray, 
that I may follow you, as*you follow Christ, till our reward be 
full. That God may fill: you with all his a is the wish of, 
my dear friend Ale cory cw en a i ic tog 
geet: on By 
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14, When they arrived at Dover, the wind, though. fair, was 
too high to admit of their venturing out to sea immediately, 
And I know not, whether I ought to impute it to his great care 
to make the most of time; and snatch every moment of it for 
doing good; or to his great love to his people, that he would not 
let this short opportunity pass without dropping a few more lines 
to the pious of his flock. To them he writes :—“ By the help 
of Divine Providerice, and of your prayers, I have got safe to 
Dover; and I find that the journey has, so far; been of service 
to me.’ I thought to have been in France by this time ; but the 
wind being high, though-favourable, the mariners were afraid to 
- leave the safe harbour, lest they should be driven on the French 
cliffs too fiercely. This delay gives me an opportunity of wri- 
ting a line to tell you that I shall bear you on my heart by sea 
and land; that the earth is the Lords, with all the fulness thereof ; 
that Jesus lives to pray for us; ‘and that I still recommend my- 
self to your prayers, hoping to hear of your order, steadfastness, 
and growth of faith towards Christ, and; of love towards each 
‘other, which’ will greatly Tevive alig oe friend and 
— 4 ERAS. Sa ah So ea ees 

pee tes Bde ‘ “ ; ae 
‘He also wrote to Mr and Mis, Greenwood; ope they set 
sail, as follows :— Bp te LRA aes aes Se 

PERE rae a “ 

Meret Prern iin ahitin final aa nae ‘ai enn of 
my dear: benefactors, Charles and Mary Greenwood! May. their 
‘quiet retreat at Newington become a Bethel to them! May 
their aa born again there !. And Sct snp choicest con- 
thither sei the mari ‘city’: Their. poor pensioner desi on, 
though slowly, towards the grave. Hisjourney to the sea seems 
to him to have hastened, rather than retarded, his progress to 
his old mother, earth. » May every providential blast blow him 
nearer to the heavenly haven of his Saviour’s breast; where, 
he hopes, one day, to meet all his benefactors, and among them, 
those whom he now addresses. O my dear friends, what shall 
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I render? What to Jesus? What to you? May He, who invites 
the heavy laden, take upon him all the burdens of kindness 
you have heaped on your Lazarus! And may angels, when you 
die, find me in Abraham’s bosom, and bring you-into mine, that 
by all the kindness which may be shown in heaven, I may try 
to ae that you have shown’ to a oblast brother; 
af JeP 

29 : : 3 7 aries 
15. On what day they sailed does not appear. But it seems 
they were not many hours 1 in reaching Calais ; and according to 
a short account of the former part of their journey, given by 
Mr. Ireland, in a letter to a friend, they left that place Dec. 12. 
% The north wind,” says he, “was very high, and penetrated 
us even in the chaise. We put up at Breteuil, and the next day 
got to Abbeville: whence we were forced by the miserable 
accommodations we met with, to set out, though it was Sunday. 
Mr. Fletcher'and I used to lead the way: but now the other 
chaises got before us. ‘ Nine miles from Abbeville our axletree 
gave way through the hard frost, and we were both left to the 
piercing cold; on the side of a hill, without any shelter.” After 
waiting an hour and a half we sent the axletree and wheels 
back to be repaired ; and leaving the body of the chaise under 
a guard, procured another to carry us to the next town. On 
the 15th, our chaise arrived in good repair. ‘Travelling steadily 
forward (though the country was all covered with snow,) on the 
27th we reached Dion. © During the whole’ journey, M 
Fletcher showed visible marks of a recovery. He bore both 
the fatigue and piercing cold as well as the best of us. On‘the 
31st we put up at Lyons, and solemnly closed the year, bowing 
our knees ‘before the throne, which indeed we did not fail to do 
all together, every day.” Jan. 4, 1778, we left Lyons, and came 
on the 9th to: Aix. Here we rest: the weather being exceeding 
fine and warm. Mr. Fletcher walks out daily. He isnow able 
to read and to pray with us every morning and- evening. He 
has no remains of his cough, nor of the weakness in his breast. 
His natural colour is restored, and the sallowness: quite eins 
His appetite is good, and he takes/a little wines’? 
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. in ano other letter Mr. Treland writes thus :—Soon after 
our sian here, I rode out) most days with my dear and 
valuable friend. He now and then complained of the un- 
easiness of the horse, and there were some remains of sore- 
ness in his breast.’ But this soon went off. The beginning 
of February was warm, and the warmth, when he walked in 
the fields, relaxed. him too much. But when the wind got 
north or east, he "was braced again. His appetite is good; 
his ‘complexion ¢ as healthy as’ it was eleven years ago. As his 
strength increases he increases the length of his rides. Last 
Tuesday he set out on’ a journey of a hundred/and twelve miles. 
The first day he travelled forty miles, without feeling any 
fatigue. The third day he travelled fifty five: he bore his 
journey as well as 1 did; and was as well and as active at 
the end of it as at the beginning. During the day, he cried 
out, “Help me to praise the Lord for his. goodness: I never 
expected to see this day.” _He now accepted a. pressing in- 
vitation to preach to the Protestants here: . He did so. on Sun- 
day morning outhese words: Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith. For some days before, he was afraid he had done 
wrong in accepting the invitation... But, O! how. shall I be 
able, to express the power and liberty which the Lord gave 
him! \ Both the French and English were greatly affected : 
the word went to the hearts both of saints and sinners. If the 
Lord. continue his strength ‘and voice (which is now as good as 

r it was,) he has an earnest invitation to preach where we 
are going, near Montpelier.. You would be astonished. at the 
entreaties of pastors as well as people. _ He has received a 
letter from a minister in the Levine mpdppiains; who intends 
to come to Montpelier, sixty miles, to press him to go and 
preach to his flock. He purposes to spend the next summer in 
his owncountry, and the’ following winter in these ipa or 
in some part of the South of France.” , 

17. According to. Mr. Wesley, “ When he had a ittle re- 
tiigeered his strength,” (but whether, at this time or afterward, 
during his stay onithe Continent, is very doubtful,) “he made a 
tour through Italy, and paid.a. visit to Rome. While he was 


we" a 


238 «SHE APE OF 


here, as’ Mr. Ireland and le were one day going through one . 
of the streets in a coach, they were informed, ‘the pope was 
coming forward, and it would be required of them. to come 
out of the coach and kneel while he went by, as-all the people 
‘did; if they did not, in all probability the zealous mob would 
fall upon them, and knock them on the head.’ But this, what- 
ever might be the consequence, they flatly refused to do ; judg- 
ing the paying such honour toa man was*neither* better nor 
worse than idolatry. The coachman was exceedingly terrified, 
not knowing what to de. However at length he made a shift to 
turn aside into a narrow way. ‘The pope was in an open landau. 
He waved his hands as if he had been»swimming ; and fre- 
quently, repeated these ‘words, “God bless you all!?? Mr. 
Fletcher’s spirit- was greatly stirred, and he longed to bear a 
public. testimony against antichrist. And he ‘would un- 
doubtedly have done it had he been able to speak Italian. He 
could hardly refrain from doing it in Latin, till he considered 
that only the priests could have’ understood him. ' One*to 
whom he related this, saying, ‘If you had done this the multi- 
tude would have torn: you in pieces:’ he answered, I believe 
the pope himself would have aii ae it; fae - was a man 
of sense and humanity.” 

18. While he was in the South a6 rn chibi at Mar- 
seilles or Arx, and sometime in the beginning of the spring, 
he wrote as follows to his curate, Mr. Greaves. As the letter 
is without date, the circumstances of time and‘place are: rather 
uncertain. W eetiey es 2 AO RISE Vit. OR Nias 


0G My ory deng Brother, oS pga hg oo TPS th 

“1am in daily expectation of a line from: you, to let me 
know how you do, and how it goes with our dear flock; but I 
doubt whether I shall stay long enough here to receive your 
letter. TI received one yesterday from my second brother, who 
acquaints me that he was tovset out the 23d of last month, to 
come hither and take me to my native country, where my 
sick sister wants greatly. to. see me. If no “accident has be- 
fallen him by the way, J think. he will be here the latter end 
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of this week, or the beginning of next; so that, please God, 
1 shall set out next, week from. this place, -where.the winter 
has been uncommonly rainy. and windy.’ .We. had even half 
an inch of snow. last. week, but it was gone long before noon. 
The climate has, nevertheless, agreed with me better than 
England, and as a proof it, I need only tell you, that I.rode 
last. Friday. from Hieres, the Orange-Gardens of France, 
hither, whichis near. fifty. miles, and .was well enough to 
preach last. Sunday. in French, at thé Protestant Chapel. 
Two English clergymen came to hear me there, and one. of 
them takes these. lines to England, where I hope they will 
find you in health, of. body and, soul, growing in strength. of 
faith, in firmness of hope, and fervency of love to God and man, 
and especially, to those whom you are tempted. to think 
hardly. of, if.any such there be.. O my dear brother, no re- 
ligion will, in the end, do us and our people any good, but that 
which < works “by. love,’’—humble, childlike, obedient love. 
May that religion fill our. souls, and influence all our tempers, 
words, and actions, and may the leaven leaven the whole lump: 
may St. James’s peaceable religion spread through all our 
parish. Please at the first convenient oppertanity to read the 
following note in the church... hayes 
at ohn Fletcher sends his best Christian. ins te the congre- 
gation that worships God inthe parish church at ‘Madeley ; he 
begs:the continuance of their prayers for strength of body and 
mind, that he may be able, (if it be the will of God,) to serve 
them again in the Gospel. He desires them to return Almighty 
God thanks, | for. having enabled him to speak again in public 
last Sunday, without having had a return of his spitting of blood, 
which he considers as a token that his life may be spared a 
little, to go and exhort them to grow in grace, in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus.Christ, and in brotherly love, the best marks 
that we know God, and are in the faith of Christ. 
' “TT hope; n my dear brother, you are settled to your satisfac- 
ens and I shall. be glad to do what is in my power to make 
your stay at Madeley agreeable. Ihope youread sometimes in 
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the study, the copy of the exhortation given us by the ordinary, 
in which are, these awful, words : Cease not from your labour, 
care, and diligence, till all those who are committed. to. your 
charge come to such a ripeness of age in Christ that. there be no 
room left among them for error in doctrine or viciousness in life.’ 

T wish you may have, as much success as we desire; but what- 
ever success we have, we must. cast our ieee the waters, 
though we should see. as little fruit as he at said of old, ‘Ihave 
Jaboured in vain:’ for our reward will be = the Lord, if not 
with men.”? 


mi oie. his brother coulda him from Macimohecibe 
N yon, the place of his nativity. Here he lived in that which 
was his father’s house, in the midst of his. affectionate relations, 
who took care that he should neither want the best advice, per- 
haps equal to any in Europe, nor apy thing that could possibly 
contribute to the full recovery of his health...) ss 4u, 

19. In aletter from thence to Mr. William asiceibie “May 
15, he observes :—“ The climate, and prospect, and fine roads, 
and pure air I enjoy here, had contributed to strengthen me a 
little, when an accident, I think, has pulled me back. About a 
month ago, something I was chewing got into my windpipe, and 
caused a fit of coughing, with the greatest, efforts of the lungs 
for half an hour. I then began. to spit blood again, and ever 
since I have had a bad cough, which has sometimes. exer- 
cised me violently for an hour after my first sleep. My cough, 
however, has been better again these two days, and I hope it 
will go off. 1 have bought a quiet horse, whose easy pace |. 
can bear, and I ride much. Upon the whole, if my cough leave 
- me, I may yet recover my strength. - But if it fix, it will proba- 
bly be my last. .The will of the Lord be done! I have: not, 
ventured upon preaching since I came hither... It would be im- 
possible for me now to go through. it. If the weather should. 
grow hot, I may at any time go to the hills, the foot of which is ; 
but five or six miles distant. Idrink goats’ milk, and. have defi, . 
off meat since the cough came on, but design eating a little again. 
at dinner.” 


* 
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90. Tt appears that Mr Treland either accompanied him to 
Nyon in Switzerland, along with his brother, or afterward met 
him at Macon i in ‘Burgundy, where Mr. Fletcher was on the 
17th of this same month, and from whence *he wrote to the 
Rey. John and Charles Wesley, and gave a further account of 
the state of his health, and of the declension of religion, and 
the prevalence of infidelity in France. © His letter is peculiarly 
worthy ofa place in the memoirs of his life, as containing, may 
I not say, an evident * prediction of events which have’ since 
taken place? It is as follows:— ~~ 2S 
“Rey. and dear Sirs, © 

““T hope” that while The by; like a broken vessel, the Lord 
continues to renew your vigour, and sends you to water his 
vineyard, and to stand in the gap against error and vice. I 
have recovered some strength, blessed be God, since I came to 
the Continent ; but have lately had another attack of my old 
complaints. pinewerer: I find myself better again, nes I 
think it yet adviseable not to speak in public. 

~“] preached twice at Marseilles, but was not permitted to 
follow the blow. There are few noble, inquisitive Bereans in 
these parts. “Ihe ministers in the town of my nativity have 
been very civil.. ‘They have offered me the pulpit; but I fear, 
if I could accept the offer, it would soon be recalled. 1 am 
loath to quit this part of the field without casting a stone at that 
giant, Sin, who stalks about with uncommon boldness. | shall, 
therefore, stay some months longer, to sce if the Lord will 
please to give me a little more strength to venture an attack. 

- © Gaming-and dress, sinful pleasure and love of money, unbe- 
lief and false philosophy, lightness of spirit, fear of man, and 
love of the world, are the principal sins by which Satan binds 
his ‘captives in these parts. Materialism is not rare ; Deism and 
Socinianism are very common; and a set of free- Lote great 
admirers of Voltaire and iebtheoatr Bayle, and Mirabeau, seem 


bent upon destroying’Christianity and government. “ With one 


hand (said a lawyer, who has written Something against them) 
they shake the throne, and with the other they throw down the 
31 / 
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altars.’ If we believe them, the world is the dupe of kings and 
priests.” Religion is fanaticism and ‘superstition. © Subordina- 
{ion is slavery and tyranny. . Christian morality is absurd, un- 
natural, and impracticable; and Christianity the most bloody 
religion that ever was. And here, it'is Certain, that by the exam- 
ple of Christians, so called, and by our continual disputes, they 
have a great” ‘advantage, and do the ao mischief. 
Popery will certainly fall in Fr rance, m thi the next century ; 
and I make no ‘doubt, God will use these*vain men to bring 
about a reformation here, as he used Henry the Eighth to do 
that work in’ England: so the madness of his enemies shall, at 
last, turn to his praise, and to the furtherance of his kingdom. 
Tn the meantime it becomes all lovers of the trath to make 

their heavenly tempers, and humble peaceful love, to shine be- 
fore all men, that those mighty adversaries, seeing the good 
works of professors, may glorify their Father who is in’ heaven, 
and no more. sabi scat sn agence name’ Y, Siggy we are 
called Christians? ; inna 

“If you ask, What system these men adopt? I eee that 
some build on Deism a morality founded on self-preservation, 
‘self-interest, and self-honour. Others laugh at all morality, 
except that, the neglect of which violently disturbs society ; and 
external order is the decent covering of we while ‘ime 
rialism is their system. | a IR 

“ O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in these dangerous —_ to 
use your wide influence, with unabated zeal, against the scheme 
of these modern Celsuses, Porphiries, and Julians; by calling 
all professors to think and - ‘speak the same things, to love and 
embrace one another, and to ‘stand firmly embodied to resist 
those daring men; many of whom are already in England, 
headed by the admirers of Mr. Hume and Mr. Hobbes. ‘But it 
is needless to say this to those who have made, and continue to 
make such a stand for vital Christianity ; so that T have nothing 
to do'but pray that the Lord would: abundantly support and 
strengthen you to the last, alisanaite you a ‘continued comfort 
to his enlightened people, oval reprovers of those who might 
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yaix light and darkness, and a. terror to the /perverse ; and this is; 
the cordial prayer of, Rev. and dear. Sirs, your affectionate son, 
and obliged servant. in HeGiaspel, vdsiupaities seh, dan 

ee Te amor | aad es ce oe" Fogle g?? 

if P, S.. oh need not tell ton digs that the hour i in which Pro- 
Tieaee shall make my, way plain to return:to. England, to unite 
with the happy number of those who feel, or seek the power of 
Christian godliness, will, be. welcome tome. O. favoured Bri- 
ions! ‘Happy would it; be for them if they. knew their Gospel 
privileges! My relations in Adam are all very kind to. me; but 
the spiritual relations, whom. God has raised me in England, 
exceed them yet. Thanks be to Christ, and to his blasphemed, 
veal beth ri ; 


“21 aii a rer to Dr. ed bias pea the same. or te 
ibe day. following, in which he mentions having sent him, his 
Tract, called The Reconciliation, and urges him to labour to pro- 
mote peace and unanimity among the disciples: of Christ, he 
_ adds, concerning the French infidels, “If you saw with what 
boldness the false philosophers of the Continent, who are the 
apostles of the age, attack Christianity, and. represent it as one 
of the worst religions in the. world, and,fit only to make the pro- 
fessors. of it murder one another, or at least to contend among 
themselves; and how they urge our disputes to. make the Gos- 
pel of Christ the jest of nations, and the abhorrence of all flesh; 
you would break through your natural timidity, and invite all 
our brethren in the ministry, to do.what the herds do on the 
Swiss mountains,, when wolves attack them ; instead of goring 
one another, they unite, and form a close battalion, and face the 
common enemy on all sides. What a shame would it be, if 
cowsgand bulls showed more prudence, and more regard. for 
union, than Christians and Gospel ministers!”’ 

_ 22. Here he took leave of Mr. Ireland, and, in Sian bo 
saeatan his journey back to Nyon and enjoy new prospects, 
ventured to cross the mountains which separate France from 
Switzerland. This was of bad consequence. For “on the 
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third day of the journey,’ says he, ‘I found an unexpected 
trial: a large hill, whose winding roads were so steep, that 
though we fed the horses with bread and wine, they could 
scarcely draw the chaise, obliged me to walk in all the steepest 
places. The climbing lasted several hours, the sun was hot, 1 
perspired violently, and the next day I spit blood again. — have 
chiefly kept to goats’ milk ever since, and,hope I shall get over 
this death also, because I find myself, - blessed be God, better 
again, and my cough is neither frequent nor violent.” 

23. In the former part of this year; (1778) a letter was call 
ten to the Rev. Mr. Perronet, informing him, that there was a 
valuable estate at his native place, which properly belonged to 
him; and which might easily be recovered, if he sent one of his 
sons to’claim it. All his friends whom he consulted on the oc- 
casion, judged this information was not to be slighted. And his 
youngest son, Mr. William Perronet, the surgeon and apothe- 
cary, frequently mentioned above, was willing to undertake the 
journey. But before he set out he wrote to Mr. Fletcher, de- 
siring his advice... Part of his answer was as follows: | 


§ beck Jae 2, 1778. nar 

“ While I write to you to make your title clear to a precari- 
ous estate on earth: permit me to remind yowof the heavenly 
inheritance entailed upon believers. The will (the New Tes- 
tament) by which we can-recover it, is proved; the court is 
equitable ; the Judge loving and gracious. * To enter on the pos- 
session of part of the estate here, and of the whole hereafter, 
we need only to believe, and prove, evangelically, that we are 
believers. Let us set about it now with. earnestness, with 
perseverance, and with full assurance, that through faith we 
shall infallibly. carry our cause. Alas! what are estates or 
crowns, to grace and glory? .The Lord grant that we, and all 
our friends, may choose the better part, which your brother, my 
dear friend, so happily chose. And may we firmly stand to the 
choice, as he did, to the last. My best respects wait upon your 
dear father, your sisters, and nieces. God reward your kind- 
ness to me upon them all! a 
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»* This is a delightful country. » Ifyou.come to see it, and 
claim the estate, bring all the papers and memorials your father 
can collect, and come to share a pleasant apartment, and one of 
the finest prospects in the world, in the house where I was born. 
I design to try this fine air some months lopeer-, We have a 
fine shady wood, near the lake, where-] can ride in the cool all 
the day, and enjoy. the singing of a multitude. of birds. But 
this, though sweet, does not come up to the singing of my dear 
friends in England. There I meet them in spirit several hours 
in. the day.. God bless my dear friends.’ 

A little after this he says to another friend : :— The birds . of 
my fine wood have almost done singing ; but 1] have met with a 
parcel of children, whose hearts seem turned towards singing 
the praises of God, and we sing every day from four to five. 
Help us by your prayers. One of them reveineds I hope, the 
love of Christ this week.” as gor bs 
» About the same time he wrote to Dr. Turner, as follows: 

“Should I -gather strength, I should, under God, acknowledge 
you, dear Sir, as the instrument. of that blessing, as you were 

above twenty years ago. ‘Ten thousand thanks I render to you, 
- Sir, and to Mr.’Perronet, for your kind and generous care and 
_attendance.’ May God reward you both, by bestowing upon you 
all the blessings which can make life happy, death ,comfortable, 
and eternity delightful and glorious! May the richest cordials of 
divine love, and the Balm of Gilead, a Saviour’s precious blood, 
‘revive your souls and comfort your hearts! And in, your every 
‘want-and extremity, may you both find such tender helpers and 
comforters, as have been found in you by, dear Sir, your most 
obliged, ye. ible patient ssi servant, 
WPA? 435 ey ha fe : i i : ee SEP 


24y ot appears oe a letter of his to Mr. Ireland, dated July 

15, that he continued to recover, and that he failed not to use 
his strength as fast as he gained it. ‘ Thave-ventured,” says he, 

“to preach once, and to expound once in the church. Our 

ministers are very kind, and preach to the purpose: a young 
one of this town gave us lately a very excellent Gospel sermon. 
4 
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Grown up people stand ne ix stupidity, or in their selt- 
righteousness. The day I preached, I met with some children 
in my wood, walking, or gathering strawberries. —I spoke to them 
about our Father, our common Father. We felt a touch of bro- ° 
therly affection. They said they would sing to their Father, as 
well as the birds ;. and followed me; attempting to make such 
melody as you know is commonly made injthese parts. I out- 
rode them, but some of them had the patience to follow me 
home, and said they would speak with me; but the people of the 
house stopped them, saying, I would not b troubled with chil- 
drens, ‘They cried, and: said, They were sure I would not say. so, 
for Iwas their good brother. The next day: when I heard. it, I 
inquired after them, and myited them to come to. me ;, which 
they have done every day since. 1 make. them, little hymns, 
which they sing. Some. of them are under sweet drawings. 
Yesterday, 1 wept for joy, on hearing one of them speak of con- 
--viction of sin, and.joy unspeakable in Christ which had followed, 
as an experienced believer would do in Bristol. Last Sunday I 
met them in the.wood ; there were 100 of them, and as many; 
adults.—Our first pastor has since desired me to. desig from 
preaching i in the wood, (for I had exhorted) for fear of giving 
umbrage ; and I have complied, from: a concurrence of circum- 
stances which are not worth mentioning: I Sospaiors meet : them 
in my father’s yard. . ' 2 ee ee ‘ie 
‘In one of my letters I promised. you some. ses con- 
cerning the death of our two great philosophers, Voltaire and 
Rousseau. Mr. Tronchin, the physician, of the Duke. of Or- 
leans, being sent for to attend Voltaire in his. illness at Paris, 
Voltaire said to him, ‘Sir, I desire you would save my life,’I 
will give you the half of my fortune, if you will, lengthen out 
my days only for six months. If not, I shall g° to the devil, and 
shall carry you away along with me.’ 5 eh 
Rousseau died-more decently, as full of himself as Voltaire 
was of the wicked one. He paid that attention to. nature. and 
the natural sun, which the Christian, pays to grace and , the Sun 
of Righteousness, These were some of his last words to. his 
wife, which I copy from a printed letter circulating in these 
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parts : “Open the window that T may see the green fields once 
more. —How beautiful” is nature! How wonderful is the Sun! 


See what glorious light it sends forth! It is God who calls me. 


How | pleasing 1 is death to a man who is not conscious of any sin! 
OQ God! my soul is now as pure as when it first came out of thy 
hands: crown it with thy heavenly bliss!’ God deliver us from 
self and Satan, the internal and the external fiend. The Lord 
forbid we should fall into the snare of the Sadducees, with the 
former of these two famous men, or into. that of the Pharisees 
with the mh Sees Farewell i in. Je esus. 
oe te ts aS ie: an) Je? 

glove. yg et eee ah fer ~ 

- 25. We may infer, I think, from these, and divers other ex- 
tracts of letters which appear in this work, under Mr. Fletcher’s 
own hand, that the following account by Mr. Gilpin, is perfectly 


correct.) “As during Mr. Fletcher's abode in England, ‘his 


attachment to'his absent countrymen was daily expressed in fer- 
vent prayer, and frequently i in affectionate epistles addressed to 
those’ among them whose situation and abilities might have 
rendered'them eminently useful to the church; so when present 
with them, his affectionate concern for their Habepiness was evin- 
ced by the most indefatigable exertions for their advancement 
in-religion and virtue. When he was, to all appearance, in 
dying circumstances, even in those seasons, the entreaties of 
friends, the advice of physicians, together with his bodily infir- 
mities, were found insufficient to restrain him from the exercise 
of his ministry. His manner of employing himself among them, 
is modestly expressed in an apology which he once thought it 
ake for his conduct upon those occasions ; from 
which the fol owing passage is extracted. “Afflicted sith a 
dangerous disease, and obliged to entrust the care of my church 
to a substitute, with the permission of my superiors, I came to 
this place on a visit to my kinsmen ; and especially for the pur- 
pose. of » ‘breathing amy native air, which the physicians, after 
having already exhausted their art in my favour, considered as 
the last remedy that remained to be tried with any hope of suc- 
cess. Upon my arrival, the pastors of Nyon, to the first of 
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whom I have had the honour of being known for these six and 
thirty years, obligingly offered me the use“ of their: pulpits, if my 
health should permit me to preach. But after appointing diffe- 


»rent days, on which I hoped to have taken the advantage of their 


friendly offers, by repeated returns of my weakness, I was pre- 
vented from fulfilling my engagements. I have, however, 
preached three or four times: but obsetving in myself during 
those exercises, @ want of strength to occupy the pulpit with 
that power and dignity, which are expected in a preacher who 
appears before a polished aire I considered it rather as 
my duty, with the permission, and under the inspection, of our 


pastors, ‘without _ascending the pulpit, to give some familiar 


instructions to. such children and others, as were disposed to’re- 
ceive Remi offering - in a room from time to time, occasional 
reflections, after upon some book of piety, or some passage of 
holy Scripture.’ Such were his customary employments durmg 
his residenge: at Nyon. And to these pious exercises, he devo- 
ted his remaining strength vis that assiduity and perseverance; 
which abundantly manifested how little he regarded either ease 
or health, -when they came in competition’ with the oe 
and welfare of his cotintrymen.”? =." | Het 7 eee 

26. But while he engaged himself with s so much 20a in the 
service of his countrymen at large, among his kinsmen and 
friends his benevolent labours were ‘still more abundant. He 
expressed the most vehement desires, and employed the most 
strenuous efforts, that the whole «circle of his friends might be- 
come a people 4 feorle God, and working. righteousness.” He 
admonished them with the authority of a minist and: entreated 
them with the gentleness of a brother, mixing ott: 3 
nitions and entreaties with many affectionate tears. © 
perceived in any of them an inclination to linger 
darkness of Deism, or in the mazes of dissipation, like the d 
verers of Lot, he would stretch out his hand, and endeavour, 
with a pious violence, to rescue them from the dangers to which 
thilgiprere exposed, And, on the aa hand, when he disco- 
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fervours of that holy joy which is manifested on similar occa- 
sions in the presence of the angels of God. 

“But, perhaps, it is impossible to give any just idea 
of ‘aie extraordinary concern he expressed for the establish- 
ment of his near relations in the faith of the Gospel, except 
in his own words. ahee following passages, translated from an 
epistle which he formerly addressed to his brother, the assessor, 
will set this amiable part of his disposition in a just point of 
view. After lamenting that he had passed so great a part of 
his own life in the vain pursuits of the world, he continues,— 
“And are you not constrained, my dear brother, to make the 
same lamentations with me? Yes, I cannot but indulge a 
hope that God will hear my prayers, that he will have some 
regard to the tears with which I wet this paper, and that, while 
you are reading these lines, his, “grace will operate upon your 
heart. If you did but know how much. joy there would be in 
heaven for your conversion; if you could but coneeive what 
transports of gratitude would overflow your heart and mine ; 
if you were but sensible how my bowels are moved for you ; 
surely then, without a moment’s delay, you would submit to 
the grace of that Saviour, who is even now speaking in your 
heart. And can you still hold out, my dear brother? And are 
you so entire an enemy to. your own happiness, so insensible, 
so hard, as to decline making a full surrender of yourself to 
God? I will hope better things of you, through the grace of 
our common Saviour. O may that grace overwhelm thy heart, 
and melt down all thy hardness !.-As we are of one blood, let 
us also be of one heart and one soul. Do not reject, T conjure © 
you, my brotherly counsels and supplications. Do not refuse 
to come WI ‘hes ate eae awaits you, because pressed 


roof, : ade Niet the same masters. We have borne aie: same 
fatigues, and tasted the same pleasures. Why then should we 
be separated now? Why s should they be divided, who, by na- 
ture, habit, and friendship, have been so long united ?—I have 
undertaken a journey to the Ni Ww Jerusalem; O suffer me not 
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to go thither alone. Let neither the fatigues, nor the length 
of the way, affright you. We shall be provided, even in the 
desert, with heavenly manna and streams of living water. 
God himself shall go before us as in a pillar of fire, and, under 
the protection of his wings, we may walk without fear, through 
the valley of the shadow of death.—Come then, my dear bro- 
ther! Tam most unwilling to leave you behind. Come; sup- 
port me; go before me; encourage me; show me the way; I 
feel the want of a faithful companion and a Christian friend. Suf- 
fer me to throw myself at your feet, to embrace your knees, and 
to wash them with the tears which are now streaming from my 
eyes. [ask no part of your temporal possessions ; but I entreat 
you to, seek after an eternal inheritance. I desire neither your 
gold nor your silver: but I am anxious that you should share 
my joy. Tam solicitous that you should accompany me to Mount 
Zion, to the city of the living God ;—that you should mix in that 
innumerable company of angels who worship there, and be 
counted in the general assembly and church of the first-born. 
In short, I am anxious, my dear brother, that you should come 
with me, to have your name written in the book of life, and 
be made free of that holy city, which shall one day descend 
from God out of heaven. Ihave a presentiment that you will, 
at last, submit to the easy yoke of Christ, and that, after you 
are converted, you will strengthen your brethren. Do not tell 
me again, that piety is usually the portion of younger brothers, 
since I read, in the Old Testament, that every first-born male 
should be consecrated, in a peculiar manner, to. God. Let me 
rather entreat you to take the advantage of your situation, Be 
at least as far beyond me in piety, as you are in years; and, 
instead of feeling any jealousy upon this account, my pleasure. 
will be augmented in the great day of our Lord. Jesus Christ, 
to see myself placed at your feet.’ ” pet ag a 
These quotations may serve as a specimen of the manner 
in which Mr. Fletcher was accustomed to express his ardent 
desire, in different degrees, fou the. Spiritu al Proepority of his 
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28. In the meantime, while Mr. Fletcher was thus labouring, 
even beyond his strength, according to the opportunity afforded 
him, to be useful to his own countrymen, he was not unmindful 
of his dear flock at Madeley. In a letter written about this time, 
among other important observations and advices, he says—“ I 
am yet in the land of the living, to prepare, with you, for the 
land where there isvlife without death, praising without weari- 
ness of the flesh, and loving without separation. There, | once 
more challenge you to meet me, with all the mind that was in 
Christ; and may not one hoof be left behind! May there not 
be found one Demas among you, turning aside from the little 
flock and the narrow way, to love and follow this present, pe- 
rishing world. May there not be one Esau, who, for a frivolous 
gratification sold his birthright; nor another wife of Lot, who 
looked back for the good things of the city of destruction, and 
was punished by a judgment almost as fearful as that of Anna- 
nias, Sapphira, and Judas. My dear companions, let us be con- 
sistent; let us seek first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all other things, upon your diligent, frugal, secondary 
endeavours, shall be added unto you. Let us live daily, more and 
more, upon the free love of our gracious Creator and Pre- 
server, the grace and righteousness of our atoning Redeemer 
and Mediator, nor let us stop short of the powerful, joyous influ- 
ence of our Comforter and Sanctifier. | 

“« Bear me on your hearts, as I do you upon mine; and meet 
we all in the heart of Christ, who is the centre of our union, and 
our common head; humbly leaving it to: him, when and where, 
«we shall meet again. Farewell in Christ till we meet in the 
flesh around his table, or in the spirit around his throne. I am 
your altictaug cia bre brother, ie 


ii) 
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July 18, He writes also to the Rev. Mr. Greaves, entrusted 
with the oversight of them, and observes,—‘“ I trust you lay 
yourself out in length and breadth for the good of the flock com- 
mitted to your care. mre to hear that all the flock 
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grow in grace, and that the little flock (those united in Chris- 
tian fellowship) grow in humble love. 
“ Be pleased to read the following note in the Sharthe ‘ John 


_ Fletcher begs a further interest in the prayers of the congrega- 


gation of Madeley; and desires those who assemble to serve God 
in the church, to help him to return public thanks to Almighty 
God, for many mercies received ; especially for being able to do 
every day a little ministerial duty, which he considers as an 
earnest of the strength he should be glad.to have, to come back 
soon, and serve them in the Gospel; which he designs to do, 
please God, in some months. In the meantime , he beseeches 
them, ro serve God as Christians, and to love one another as 


brethren; neglecting no means of grace, and rejoicing in all the 
hopes of glory.’ is 

al hope, my dear cal that you remember my request to 
you, in my letter from Dover; and that you are glad of every 
possible help to do the people good. The harvest is great, the 
labourers are but comparatively few. Pray the Lord to send 
more labourers into his harvest ; and rejoice. when- he sends. us 
any who will help us to break up the fallow ground. My love 
to all our kind neighbours, and to the preachers, whom I beg 
you will thank in my name. 

“ Be pleased, when you have an opportunity, to read the fol- 
lowing note to the societies at Madeley, Dawley, and the Banks : 


‘My dear Brethren, _ * 

‘I hope you have no need of a line to assure you of the con- 
tinuance of my brotherly love for you. We are called to grow 
in grace, and, consequently, in love, which is the greatest. all 
Christian graces... Your prayers for my soul and my body have 
not been without answer. Blessed be God! glory be to his 
rich mercy in Christ, I live yet the life of faith; and as to my 
body, I recover some strength; which rejoices me the more, as 
I hope a good Providence will make way for. my, laying it. out, 
im inviting you to leave the things which are behind, and to 
press, with earnestness, i all towards the mark of 
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our heavenly calling in Christ. God bless you all, with all the 

blessings brought to: the church by Christ Jesus, and by the other 

Comforter! Fare ye all well in Jesus; and remember, at the 

throne of grace, your affectionate brother and servant in Christ, 
) Jee 2 


ti 


: * 

29. Mr. Fletcher’s recovery, however, was but very slow. 
On the 15th of September following, we find him acknowledg- 
ing that he had “ still very trying, feverish nights, and nothing 
but forced evacuations.” He: adds, however, “T am ke t in 
peace of mind, resigned to God’s will, who. afflicts me for my 
good, and justly sets me aside for my unprofitableness. Well, 
though Iam a bruised vessel, yet I rest on him. He does not 
break me; yea, he comforts me on every side. His grace 
within and ‘his people without, turn my trying circumstances 
into matter of praise.” ‘The reader will easily believe, that 
although he speaks thus, he was very far from being laid aside 
for his unprofitableness as a: broken vessel. The very same day 
in which fie uses that language, he writes as follows to Mr. 
Treland : 


“¢ My very. dear Friend, 

“Jam just returned from an excursion I made with my bro- 
ther, through the f 1e vale in the midst of the- high hills, which 
divide France from this country. In that vale we found three 
lakes, one-on French ground, and two on Swiss; the largest is 
six miles long and two wide. It is the part of the coun- 
fs where industry is most apparent, Mad where population 
ives best. The inhabitants are chiefly woodmen, coopers, 
watchmakers ;, and jewellers. They told me they had the best 
singing, and the best preacher in the country. I asked if any 
sinners were converted under his ministry? They stared, and 
asked, What I meant by conversion? When I had explained 
myself, they said, ‘ We do not live in the time of miracles.’ 

“T was better satisfied in passing through a part of the vale 
which belongs to the king of France. I saw a prodigious con- 
course of people, and supposed they kept a fair, but was agreea- 
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bly surprised to find three missionaries, who went about as iti- 
nerant preachers to help the regular clergy. They had been 
there already some days, and were three brothers, who preached 
morning and evening. The evening service opened by what 
they called a conference. One of the missionaries took the pul- 
pit, and the parish priest proposed questions to him, which he 
answered at full length and ina very edifying manner. The 
subject was the unlawfulness and the mischief of those methods 
by which persons of different sexes lay snares for each other, and 
corrupt each others’ morals. The subject was treated with deli- 
cai opriely and truth. The method was admirably well 
ealculated to draw and fix the attention of a mixed multitude. 
This conference being ended, another missionary took’ the pul- 
pit. His text was our Lord’s description of the day of judg- 
ment. Before the sermon, all those who for the press could 
kneel, did, and sung a French hymn, to beg a blessing upon the 
word ; and indeed it was blessed. An awful attention was visi- 
ble upon most, and for a good part of the discourse, the voice 
of the preacher was almost lost in the cries and: bitter wailings 
of the audience. When the outcry began, the preacher was 
describing the departure of the wicked into eternal fire. They 
urged that God was merciful, and that Jesus Christ had shed his 
blood for them. ‘ But that mercy you have slighted; (replies 
the Judge) and now is the time of justice ; that blood you have 
trodden under foot, and now it cries for vengeance.—-Know 
your day,—slight tHe Father’s mercy, and the Son’s blood no 
longer.’ ‘T have seen but once or twice oe as smuth 
affected in England. “i 
“ One of our ministers being ill, I ventured a second tim ito 
the pulpit last Siey ; and the Sunday before 1 preached six 
miles off to 2000 people in a gaol yard, where they were come 
to see a poor murderer two days before his execution. 1 was 
a little abused by the bailiff on the occasion, and refused the 
liberty of attending the poor man to the scaffold, where he was 
to be broken on the wheel. Ihope he died penitent: The 
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day before he suffered, he said. he had broken his irons, and that, 
as he deserved to die, he desired new ones to be put on, lest he 
should be tempted to make, his escape a second time. . 

“You ask, What I design to do? I propose, if it be the 
~ Lord’s will, to spend the winter here, to bear my testimony 
against the trade of my countrymen. 

ag Ds the spring, I.shall, if nothing prevent, return to England 
with y you, or with Mr. Perronet, if his affairs are settled, or alone, 
if other ways fail. In the meantime I rejoice with you in 
Jesus, and in the glorious hope of that complete salvation his 
faithfulness has promised, and his power can never be at a 
loss to bestow. We must be saved by faith and hope, till we 
are saved by. perfect faves and made ausiaia of heavenly 
glory. i 
~*©T am truly a stranger here. Well 1 then, as strangers, let us 
go where we shall meet’ the assembly of the peony gathered 
in J esus. . Farewell in pues; you, and yours, 4 
é ; J, ¥.? 


. 30. In the latter end of the year, Mr. William Perronet set 
out for Switzerland. After a fatiguing journey,.as he writes to 
his father, he arrived at Nyon, Dec. 11, and had the pleasure of 
finding Mr. Fletcher “in pretty good health, save some little 
weakness, and an inflammation i in his eyes.”? In a letter he 
wrote from thence.to Mr. Greenwood, he gives the following 
farther account of Mr, Fletcher. %. egy 
There is something in the beginning of his letter wien is a 


aumorous ; but this the candid reader will easily excuse. 
s thus: ne sow é ibaa 
ae a 
¢ Dears Sir, : 


“As you desire of me to send you some account of my jour- 
ney, now I am a little settled, I will do it in the beef manner | 
am able. % 

“1 set out from London on Tuesday, November the 17th. 
We arrived at Dover about three on Wednesday moming ; 


: 


Saees 


a 


— 
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embarked on Thursday; and arrived at Calais in’ about three 
hours. 

“ Though it was in war time, es we did not meet with the 
least incivility, either here or in any part of France. But the 
badness of the inns makes the travelling through this country 
disagreeable. The rooms in general are so dirty, as to be fitter 
for swine than men. Each room, both above and below stairs, 
is provided with two, three, or four beds, and they are so high 
as to require steps to getup tothem. For there is on each béd, 
first, a monstrous canvass bag, stuffed with a huge quantity of 
straw ; over this a feather bed, and on this as many mattresses as 
the host can furnish. But the worst is, the sheets are not damp; 
but rather downright wet: Yet the-good woman would con- 
stantly scold us, if we attempted to dry them, even at our own 
fire; insisting upon it that it was impossible a should be 


damp at all. 


“¢ At table, every one is furnished with a spoon and a fork, 
but with no knives. And in general, they are not needful: for 
both flesh and vegetables are so stewed down, as to be properly 
termed spoon-meat. However, at the meanest inn, every one 
is provided with a clean napkin: and both after dinner and 
after supper, there is a fine desert of fruit. 

“We travelled early and late : yet having but one set of 


horses, we were a whole week in getting’to Paris: In Paris all 


is gaiety and finery : but without the least idea of neatness. The 
scarcity | of water is one excuse for the general want. of cleanli- 
ness, both in their persons and houses. 

“On Tuesday, Dec. 8, we dined at Portallier; the prettiest 
town in all France. ‘The reason of which is, being burnt ¢ down 
some years ago, it was rebuilt by the late king. The next 
morning we entered Switzerland, stepping over a brook, which 
divides Switzerland from France. On the French side of the 
brook is a cross: on the other, a pillar with the arms of Swit- 
zerland. In the evening we arrived at Lausanne, a famous old 
town. Here I remained the next day, and on Friday, the 11th, 
went on to Nyon, where I had 1 le pleasure of finding our dear 
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ee ae thee 
: opis In a cucuns ee how bitter did 1 regret the 
f the Sunday service! And ‘it was n ne much: better with 
me when Tie came into Switzerland. % For uo understood so little 
“of their te fi me a. public ser- 


onversation. ngaged 
ea: ny nls weap is ap iy 80 isi as a pend 
roi prayer and conversation. 
yee in, eign little society of 


iltogeth Hike. ; az sonata. ‘He Sefiowt cither walks aiizoad 
seat eeereben follow him ; singe the hymns 


Beri nceitagpacnint A peo ti “enjoy this honue 
ness'unmolesteds Not only the drunkards make ‘songs on him, 
and hi fe companions, but many of. the clergy loudly ¢ com- 
plain of such irtegular proceedings. However he is ‘upon'good 
terms with the three ‘ministers of the place ; all of whom are 
Rapin hase men, but desirous of [ promoting true religion.” 
nan “letter, dated | Dee. 31,1778, he says, ‘‘ Mr. 
Fletcher is better, think, than when he left. England, | but he 
frequently uts his strength to too severe. atrial, one his 
Pi sy — an some: grown er'sc 


a wap es a , coma dina spirits decay Mepri- 
‘singly ;. which he camnot in any wise pecan by ying by for 


‘some days’? e 
» Tn the same ie he observes, “ ‘Mes Pletcher has taken the 


pains to. translate all my pape ‘into F rench, and his brother, 


who is a sensible worthy man, has assisted in that, and in con- 
33 
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sulting with the lawyers, and last, of all, in drawing up a clear 
statement of the case, which he proposed laying” before those 
ventlemen at Geneva who have taken: possession of the estates. 
Yesterday we all set out on this business ‘to Chateau d’Oex, 
(the birth-place of the Rev., Mr. Perronet’s father,) which*is 
fifty-seven-miles from hence, (Nyon,) and situated in the midst 
of the mountains : but before we got sixteen miles, the horses. 
were quite tired out, and the coachman, (for we'are obliged to 
make all our journeys in a carriage, on‘account of the severity 
of the weather; absolutely refused to proceed any Teer 5 so 
we rested at Morges, and returned home next day.””” : 
32, A few days after, however, they attempted to yates that 
place again, and succeeded. « The following description of their 
journey, given by the same intelligent and pious person, in a 
letter.to his father, 1 doubt not, will highly een to sca 
reader. 


rus ‘Chateau een Jan. 1491279289 
“ Honoured and dear Sir; . 

“In my last letter I mentioned.our intended journey to this 
place, where we arrived yesterday, through the good providence 
of God, without having met with any material accident. ‘ Neither 
Mr. Fletcher, nor Mr. Monod (the lawyer,) whom we took with 
us, had ever before visited this northern region of their own’ 
country, so that the journey was’as new to them as to myself.— 
{t was no easy matter, at this season, to procure a guide ; how- 
ever, at last we agreed with one, and out we all set, (on the 7th 
of this month;) on a journey of near eighty miles across the ‘Alps, 
(being obliged to go some leagues about, on account of the bad- 
ness of the ways,) passing in’a coach. over mountains, of snow 
and rocks of ice; till we came within nine miles ofthe place, 
when we were obliged to get into an open sledge, on account of 
the difficulty and danger attending the roads. Andnow we tra- 
velled through narrow passes, cut through the snow, (which was 
many feet above ovr héads;) on the sides of mountains, whosé 
summits the eye could scarce reach ; and frequently’ on the very 
brink of precipices, at the bottom ot which we could hear the 
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tin some places rushing 
passage, vast pil- 


6 


¥ a eae 
t. amidst huge rocks 


the ice, 
sledge; forin. ¢ afer 
to ride, evapyin the sledge. Mr. Fletcher re: 
on the back Part of his head, whilst I 
te dd, that in crossing the 


Alpetieas vie ipo ns that Bere not only damp, but 
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quite musty, and sithout curtains. However, we had: our .owis 
sheets, and so received ‘no’ lasting injury. But’ being at this 
time. in a Popish Canton, and. Fri ay and Saturday being 
meagié days, we > were almost starved With me as well as 
cold. Bee agile Mn AN. 2 a ae 
“The sveatttelh exe ‘is s extremely severe ; 3 it is achibeiudttve 
power of clothes; or even fire, to"keep one warm; and ‘the: 
wolves begin to leaye the forests, and to prowl about the towns» 
and villages. Two. of them, Mr. F i enica. tell: eae. 
seen near this town | = ofheamiay, one of which wa ks 
the country people. te leona fe A E mee” a 
“Whether I sdedgea in tr be ‘or’ not I: shall 
ever remember, with pleasure and thankfulness, the opportu- 
nities I have been blessed with of spending so much time in 
company with our inestimable friend ; who, wherever he goes, 


preaches the Gospel, both by his words and example ; nay, by 


his very looks, not only to ‘his friends, but to all he meets with. 


So that on the top. of the frozen Alps, and in the’ dreary vale of 


» 


“Chateau @’Oex, some. ‘good seed has been sown. = 
« And here also he 1 “was ‘visited by som me et; the principal 

inhabitants. of the town 5 3 who stood round him in deep. atten- 

tion for almost an hour, while he both exhorted’ and prayed. 


I am, dear ft Hg yah sincere friend and servant, °° 6.) 
| wh - Wittsan Pennoes. p> 


Fetches adds upon the paper on which au eoicaee letter 
is” . “Thanks ‘to our kind Preserver, I am yet in the 
land of “faith and hope, and want to find and make it a land 
of happiness and love. The. Lord Jesu ‘is alone sufficient for 
this. And till ‘the great outpouring of his love be. come, we 
ought faithfully to stir up the gift of God which is in/ourselves 
and others, and to supply, by the depth of our humility, and 
‘the ardour of our expectation, what is yet wanting’ to our ex- 
perience. Well, God is good, Jesus is faithful, the’ Spirit is 
truth and love. Come, Lord! and we sball experience the 


nae cof that God, who. Peepient to life, sir to light, 


Hee gt, i “ee 


“A 


* et at = 
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g acc ort the giate of 
“econ “la n bei- 


e answer, ‘ Pp 


I saw ga a a 


1 pen er sei for the word of 
4 met at his houses. “On 


=~ Lihe ¢ vague he 
again ec 
wetinabaeaniall £9. cee ae 


Sf on at Viste 


his genunry, under the 


young hopeful ope man 
a , ee and inks to 


“he, who pe wet tm swhen, you ' were here, anda is now 
» dying, after having drawn back to the world. 

‘ iths I chiefly insist upon, , ibe en I talk to the, people 
weharill hear me, aoatiiain feed upon myself as my daily 
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bread.—‘ God, our,Maker and Preserver, ; though invisible, is 
here and every where. He is our chief good, because all beauty, 
and all goodness centre in and flow from him. He is.especially 
love, and love in us, being his i image, is the sum.and substance 
of all moral and spiritual excellenee, of all true and lasting bliss. 
In Adam, we are all estranged from love and from God ;: but the 
second Adam, Jesus Emmanuel, God with us, is come to make 
us know and enjoy-again our God, as the God of loye and 
the chief good. All.who receive Jesus, , receive power to be- 
come:the sons of God, &c. &c.? 

“I hope J shall be able to. set out for England with Mr. Per, 
ronet in April or May. O that I may find that dear island i in 
peace within and without! . Well, Lhope you make peace in the. 
church, if -you cannot make peace with the patriots. God is a 
good God. Do you know, the: coats and shoes you» gave me: 
have lasted all this while, and are-yet good? so that I need not. , 
draw upon your banker. Thank God and-you for a thousand 
favours! God bless and comfort you, my dear friend! We are 
poor creatures, but we have a good God to cast all our burden’s 
upon, and who often burdens us that we may have’ our constant 
and free recourse to his bounty, power, and faithfulness. Stand 
fast in. the faith. _ Believe lenin and all, will be. well. 
Farewell. 

_ zs ve Bd) 
Mie 
re’ . 

A few days after she writes to the Rey.) Mr. Bites Mm.az 
postscript to his son’s letter...“ I have-had the pleasure of ac- 
companying your son to your father’s birthplace. It is a charm- 
ing country for those who havea taste for highland prospects; 
but what is it to.our heavenly Father’s Hill of Sion? Thither. 
may we all travel, summer, and winter, and there may we all 
have a happy meeting, and find an eternal inheritance. . Whe- 
ther you will obtain your earthly estate, in these parts in posses- 
ston, as it is yours by 2ght, is yet to me matter of doubt. A 
little time, I hope, will decide the question: and as Providence 
will throw in the turning weight, it will be for the best; which 
way soever the affair ends. My friend is tolerably well, and, ! 


. able’to ‘glorify our! hea: 
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hope Providence will bring him back to you safe, more out of 
conceit with the vanity,of earth ; a nay we all-be more in love 
with the blessings of heaven.” == oy = 

- 34,.Jt appears that the latter end of March, Mr. Fletcher's 
health was. still but little improved. ~ On the 29th of that. month, 
his words to Mr. Perronet. ane «Tam still weak in body, but 
able to ride out, and exhort sonic children, through divine mercy. 
Well! the time shall come, when, in a better'state, we shall be 
enly Father. In the meantime let’ us do 
‘it either in the. stocks f weakness, or in the fires of. tribulation. 
And on our death-bed may we sing, with an. heart. ‘overflowing 
with humble love; ¢ The Resurrection and the Life, the Friend 
and Saviour of ‘sinners loved me and gave himself for me, and 
tam going to’see and thank him face to face for his matchless 
love.’ ‘I Hope the prospect, with respect to the inheritance’ of 
your fathers, in this country, clears | up alittle, and I trust the 
matter will: be decided withouta Jawsuit. As soon as the affair 
is brought to'some conclusion, we design to set, out for re 
ad will'of the Lord be'done in all things? eur 

5. But although: ‘My. Fletcher had hoped to be age! to. fedire 

atteeags on his return to England, in April or May, and it 
seems had taken measures 3 accordingly, he was constrained, by 
the entreaties of his friends »and such of. the inhabitants as had 
received benefit by his labours; to’ prolong his stay among them, 
“T have complied,” says he, May 18, to one of his ‘parishioners, 
Swi ithithe rec uest of my friends'to stay a little longer. 
‘packed by a small society of p pious people gathered here. © 
weeks ago; they et about me, and; on their knees, with many 
tears, besought me t to stay tll they were a little: stronger; and 
able to stand alone ; “nor would they rise till they had got me to 
‘comply. Happy would it be for us all, if we prayed as —_—s 
to Him, who can give us svbstantial blessings.” i 
 It-was not however; ‘without reluctance, that he consented, if 


.this instance, to the desire of his friends. The welfare of his 


flock at Madeley lay near his heart, and it gave him much un- 
easiness to be so long absent from them. © On the same day that 
he wrote the above,’ he says to his curate,“ My departitre 


264 “ap | (que ure ORY ad | 

being delayed some weeks gives me much concern, although, 

from the confidence Ihave in your pastoral diligence, Ts am easy 

about the flock you feed. a m, SaBrtgel 
au There was last week a visitation held here, and the clergy 

of the town took my part vagainst_ the visitor and others, who 

said, ‘1 was: of a sect every whe _ spoken against.’ The :con- 


versation about it held so lon; vas so trying to my grain of © 


humility, that I went out. “The iat however, ended peacea- 
bly, by a vote that they should invite me to ponds ‘God ever 
save us from jealous: and persecuting zeal! a eh ee: 
at I hope, my dear friend, you go on Alert doing more 
‘and more the work of a growing ; evangelist. ' Remember my love 
to all I mentioned in my last, to as many ‘of my parishioners’as 
you meet with, and espécially to all our good neighbours, and to 
the society.—God bless you all ; and enable you to persevere in 
prayer for yourself, for the décky (which 1 once more recom- 
mend to you, with the mane nine her and wp sive, affee- 
tionate i as oF GE 
mM ; '’ Bind. fa Meg Fy 
en RS ak * ee ye OT 
36. On Good *Eviday, there being Tre eblvibe: at Nyon, Mr. 
Fletcher and his friend crossed ‘the lake into Savoy, i in‘order to 
hear a celebrated Capuchin, who was to preach that day. “He 
made,” Mr. Perronet observes) ery good discourse; and afters 


ward pee and his. brethren very civilly invited, us» to. dine» with 
them. This we declined, but after dinner paid our respects to 
them, eh Mr. Fletcher spent) two or three agreéable hours 


with them in serious and friendly conversation”? § 9) 

It appears by the letter from which the above is copied, 
dated May 22, that Mr. Fletcher ts n much better*in 
health than he had been in Match: On the 9th'of that month, 
he had preached in the church, on 2 Cor. v. 20. “ We are’am- 
bassadors,”? &c. and had ‘spoken with’a strong and clear voice 
for above three quarters of an, hour, and yet did not find him- 
self hurt by it, Upon the whole,” Mr. Perronet observes, 
“he has preached four times in the church since’ Phave been 
here, and might have preached» much oftener, if his’ health 
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would have allowed him; for by his friendly and prudent con- 
duct towards the dhredipiitutetels of the place, he’is upon good 
terms with them now, | although at his first coming hither they 
were afraid to own him, on account of his irregular conduct ; 
for such they deemed his exhorting the childreh and holding 
meetings in private houses.” In the afternoon of the day last- 
mentioned he met with a merciful deliverance. -He was riding 
out for the benefit of the air, when his horse fell down as if he 
had been shot, and cut both his knees, and even his head in a 
terrible manner. Mr. Fletcher, however, providentially escaped 
without the least hurt. 

Mr. Fletcher adds the following words in Mr. William Perro- 
net’s letter to his father, of May 22: 


*¢ My very dear Brother, and honoured Father, 

“Trejoice that you are yet preserved to be a witness of Jesus’s 
grace and saving health. Let us rejoice, that when our strength 
shall decay, his will remain entire for ever; and in his strength, 
we who take him for our life, shall be strong. Our Redeemer 
liveth, and when sickness and death shall have brought down 
our flesh to the earth, we shall, by his resurrection’s power, rise 
and live for ever with him in heavenly places. For the new 
earth will be a heaven, or a glorious province of the kingdom of 
heaven. With it we shall be restored to paradisiacal beauty, 
and filled with righteousness. Well: the meek shall inherit it, 
and that inheritance shall be fairer than yours at ‘Gin: 
a’Oex, and surer too. I hope to.accompany your son soon to 
England. Let us all move towards our one heavenly country, 
by Christ, who is the only way; a way strait, sure, luminous, 
and where the wayfaring man, though a fool, will have more 
wisdom than all the teachers of the mere letter, 

: J. EM 


Two days after he writes to Mr. Greenwood thus: “1 am 
yet alive, able to ride out, and now and then to instruct a few 
children. I hope Mr. Perronet will soon have settled bis 
affairs, and then, please God, I shall inform you, by word of 

34 
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mouth, how much I am indebted to you, Mrs. Greenwood, and 
' Mrs. Thornton. I know itso much the more now, as I have 
made trial of the kindness of my relations i in Adam; those in 
Christ exceed them as far, in my account, as grace does nature. 
Thank and salute them earnestly from me, and to those of your 
own household, please to add Messrs, John and Charles Wesley, 
Dr. Coke, &c. That the Lord would fill you with his choicest 
blessings, as you have done me, is, my dear friend, the earnest 
prayer of your poor pensioner, ) 


JF * 


“ P. S. Mr. Perronet wants me to fill up his letter. 1 would 
gladly do it, but at this time, a sleepless night, and a constant 
toothach, unfit me for almost any thing, but lymg down under 
the cross, kissing the rod, and rejoicing in hope of a better 
state, in this world or in the next. But perhaps weakness and 
pain are the best for me in this world. Well, the Lord will 
choose for me, and I fully set my heart and seal to his choice. 
Let us not faint in the day of adversity; The Lord tries us, 
that our faith may be found purged from all the dross of self- 
will, and may work by that love which beareth all things, and. 
thinketh evil of nothing. Our calling is to follow the Crucified, 
and we must be crucified with him, until body and soul know the 
power of his resurrection, and pain and death are done away.” 

38. In the same spirit, and about the same time, he says to 
an riend, “ Let us bear with patience the decays of nature: 
let us see, without fear, the approach of death. We must put 
off this sickly corruptible bagy,s in order to put on the immortal 
and glorious garment. ) 2 . 

‘“‘] have some hopes that my poor sister will yt be we sister 
in Christ. Her self-righteousness, I trust, breaks as fast as her 
body. 1am come hither to see death make havoc among my 
friends. J wear mourning for my father’s brother, and for my 
brother’s son. ‘The same mourning will serve me for my dying 
‘sister, if Ido not go before her. She lies on the same bed where 
iny father and mother died, anid where she and I were born. How 
nearis life to death! but, blessed be God, Christ, the resurrec- 
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tion, is nearer to the weak, dying believer! Death works through 
the body, and the resurrection through the soul ; and our soul is 
our real self.”’ , 8 

. 39. July 18, he writes :—“ Providence is still gracious to me, 
and raises me friends on all sides. May God reward them all, 
and may you have a double reward for all your kindness. I hope 
Lam. getting a little strength. The Lord has blessed to mea spe- 
cies of black cherry, which I have eaten in large quantities. 
For a fortnight past I have catechised the children of the town 
every day ; and I donot find much inconvenience from that exer- 
cise. Some of them seem to be under sweet drawings of the 
Father, and a few of their mothers begin to come, and desire 
me, with tears in their eyes, to stay in this country. They urge 
much my being born here ; and I reply, that as I was born again 
in England, that is, of course, the country which to me is the 
dearer of the two. My friends have prevailed on me to pub- 
lish a Poem on the Praises of God, which I wrote many years 
ago. The revising it for the press is at once a business anda 
pleasure, which I go through on horseback. Help me by your 
prayers, to ask a blessing on this little attempt ; and may the 
God of all grace, who deserves so much our praises for the 
- unspeakable gift of his dear Son, give us such a spirit of 
thankful praise, that we ney, bless and peat him, as David 
did formerly.” 

40. In the beginning of Sptember Mr. William pees 
wrote a little further account of him: “ Mr. Fletcher has been 
wont to preach now and then, in the church here, (Nyon)-at 
the request of one or other of the ministers. But some time 
ago he was summoned before the Seigneur Baliff, who sharply 
reprehended him for “preaching against Sabbathbreaking and 
stageplays. The former, he said, implied a censure on the 
magistrates in general, as if they neglected their duty. And 
the latter he considered as a personal reflection on himself, 
he having just then sent for aset of French comedians to 
Nyon. ‘ Accordingly, he forbade Mr. Fletcher to exercise any 
more, any of the functions of a minister in this country. How- 
ever, one of the ministers here has given him a ‘room in his 


268 THE LIFE OF 


own. house to preach in. Here Mr. Fletcher meets a tew 
serious persons, particularly a number of children, two or 
three times a week. And hitherto his lordship has not thought 
proper to interfere with respect! to this: mode of exhortation. 
And both the number and the seriousness of the a ible 
increase daily.” re . 

Some time after Mr. Fletcher speaks of this as follows:: — 
“ Our lord lieutenant, being stirred. up by some.of the clergy, 
and believing firmly that I am banished from England, took 
the alarm, and forbade the ministers to let me exhort in their 
houses ; threatening them with the power of the senate if they 
did. They all yielded, but are now ashamed of it. A young 
clergyman, a true Timothy, has opened me his house, where I 
exhort twice a week; and the other clergymen, es Ritaiaed 5 
by his boldness, come to our meetings.” 

41. According to Mr. Perronet, the gsisies by whom the 
opposition was begun, died suddenly, soon afterward, as he 
was dressing to go to church. “ But this awful providence,” 
adds he, “has had so little effect, that the clergyman who suc- 
ceeds him has likewise publicly opposed Mr. Fletcher : who now 
thinks himself obliged; before he leaves his native country, to 
bear a public testimony to the truth.” He seems to mean 
chiefly by writing: for he observes in the same letter: “Mr. 
Fletcher is engaged in writing something for the edification of his 
friends in this country ; but when it will be finished I cannot 
say 3 for ib ultiplies daily under his fertile pen; so that I fear 
we shall be obliged to spend another winter ‘0 this severe 
climate.’ ae 

42. It appears by sundry letters which ted between Mr. 
Fletcher and Mr. William Perronet, (who was then at, Lau- 
sanne,) which letters are now before me, that during a p t of 
this month Mr. Fletcher was much afflicted by a rheumatic. 
pain, which had settled on his left shoulder, and had been so ~ 
severe as to deprive him of sleep, and aimost to cripple him. 
However, says he, “I fmd it a good goad.to make me go to 
the. Spring of help, health, and comfort.” A fortnight after, 
(Nov, 18.) he says:—“ Thank God I have partly recovered 
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the use of my-shoulder, though it is still very weak. 1 drink 
a decoction of pine-apple, from the tree, which is as warm as 
guaiacum.. My writing does not go on: but. the will of the 
Lord is done, and that'is enough, I. would press you to come 
back soon, if I were not persuaded you are better where you 
are. I have been afraid our bad,meat here would make you 
lose your flesh, andy for the honour of Switzerland, I should 
be glad you hadsome to carry back to England, if we live to 
go and:see our friends there.” . 

_ Dec. 2; he says: “I have recovered the use of my arm, 
blessed be God. But I see the Lord will not use me in this 
country for good. [The Lord certainly used him more than 
he was aware. ] and when we shall have done our little matters, 
I shall be glad to go to my spiritual friends, and to my flock. 
The. Lord, direct us in all things. Oh! for quietness and 
English friends !?? os yf 

#43. <3 believe,” says Mr. Wesley, és jee was about this: time, 
that a remarkable passage occurred, which. was related to me 
some years: ago. I may possibly have forgot.some circum- 
stances: but the substance of it was this. Mr. Fletcher having 
heard of a minister in the country, as an eminently pious man, 
had a great desire to see him, and for that. purpose, one morn- 
ing set out very early. _When he had walked several miles, he 
saw a great crowd gathered together at the. door of a house. 
He asked, What was the matter? And was answered, A poor 
woman and a child lie a dying.’”’?. He went‘in, and found a, wo- 
man-who.had not long been delivered, in appearance very near 
death. | Little better was the case of the infant, which was con- 
vulsed from head to foot. The room was filled with people. 
He took occasion to show them, from that melancholy spectacle, 
the dreadful effects of sin: and afterward spoke largely of the 
miserable state we are all in through the sin of our first parents. 
He then expatiated on the second Adam, and the blessings »we 
may receive through him: adding, ‘He. is able to raise the 
dead! He is able to save you all from sin, as well as to save 
these two poor objects from death. Come, let us ask him to 
save both us and them.’ He found remarkable liberty in prayer. 
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Presently the child’s convulsions ceased; and the mother was 
easy, lively, and strong. The people were utterly amazed, and 
stood speechless and almost senseless! While they were in this 
state he silently withdrew. When they came to themselves, he 
was gone. Many of them asked, ‘ Who it could be?” and some 
said, ‘ Certainly it was an angel.’ ” 

44. The following letter written to a nobleman im this king- 
dom, and dated Nyon, Dec. 15, 1779, is well worth. inserting 
here, both because it shows Mr. Fletcher’s opinion on a great 
political question, which was warmly debated in England at that 
time, and because it contains other important information. 


* My Lord, 

“If the American Colonies and the West indie Islands are 
rent from the crown, there will not grow one ear of corn the 
less in Great Britain. We shall still have the necessaries of 
life, and what is more, the Gospel, and liberty to hear it. If the 
great springs of trade and wealth are cut off, good men will bear 
that loss without much sorrow ; for springs of wealth are always 
springs of luxury, which, sooner or later, destroy the empires 
corrupted by wealth. Moral good may come out of our losses; 
I wish you may see it in England. People on the Continent 
imagine they see it already in the English on their travels, who 
are said to behave with more wisdom, and less haughtiness, than 
they were used to do. 

“ Last year saw the death of three great men of these parts 
—Rousseau, Voltaire, and Baron Haller, a senator of Berne. 
The last, who is not much known, | think, in England, was a 
great philosopher, a profound politician, and an agreeable poet : 
but he was particularly famous for his skill in botany, anatomy, 
and physic. He has enriched the republic of letters by such a 
number of publications in Latin and German, that the oe 
of them is alone a pamphlet. 

“This truly great man has given another proof of the truth 
of Lord Bacon’s assertion, that, ‘ although smatterers in philo- 
sophy are often impious, true philosophers are always religious.’ 
T have met with an old, pious, apostolic clergyman, who was 
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intimate with ‘the baron, and used to accompany hiin over the 
Alps, in his rambles after the wonders of nature, ‘ With what 
pleasure,’ said the minister, ‘did we admire and adore the wis- 
dom of the God of nature, afid sanctify our ‘Tesparches by the 
sweet praises of the God of grace! 

“‘ When the emperor passed this way, he stabbed Voltaire to 
the heart, by not paying him a visit; but he waited on Haller, 
was two hours with him, and heard from him such pious talk, 
as he never heard from half the philosophers of the age. The 
baron was then ill of the disorder which afterward. carried him 
off. : 

“Upon his death-bed he went through sore conflicts about 
his interest in Christ ; and sent to the old minister, requesting 
his most fervent prayers, and wishing him to find the way 
through the dark valley smoother than he found it himself. 
However, in his last moments he expressed a renewed confi- 
dence in God’s mercy, through Christ, and died in peace. The 
old clergyman added, that he thought the baron went through 
this conflict to humble him thoroughly, and perhaps to chastise 
him for having sometimes given way to a degree of self-compla- 
cence at the thought of his amazing parts, and of the respect 
they procured him from the learned world. He was obliged to 
become last in his own mies hé might ‘become first and 
truly great in the sight of the Lord. Tam, y Lord, &c.' 

8 ig 


45. Mr. Fletcher’s concern for the spiritual good of his flock, 
would not suffer him to rest many weeks without inquiring after 
their welfare. On Christmas day he writes to Mr. Greaves; 
“ Though absent in body, I am with you and the flock in the 
spirit, “You are now at the Lord’s table:—O! may all the 
dear souls you have just now preached to, receive Jesus Christ 
in the pledge of his dying love; and go home with this lively 
conviction, ‘God has given me eternal life, and.this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life: Ihave the Son, 7 have 
life, even eternal life. 
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© Glory be to God in heaven! Peace on earth! Love and 
good will every where ; but especially in the spot where Provi- 
dence has called us to cry, Behold !° what manner of love the 
Father has testified to us, in Jesus, that we, children of wrath, 
should be made children of God, by that only begotten Son ‘of 
the Most High, who was born for our regeneration; crucified for 
our atonement, raised for our justification, and now i i in 
heaven for our full redemption, and for our eternal glorifi¢ation- 
To him be glory for ever and ever; and may all, who fear and 
love him about you, say for ever, Amen! Hallelujah! 

“ Out of the fulness of my heart I invite them to do so; but 
how shallow is my fulness to his! What a drop to an ocean with- 
out bottom or shore! Let'us, then, receive continually from him, 
who is the overflowing, and ever present source of pardoning, 
sanctifying, and exhilarating grace; and from the foot of the 
Wrekin, where you are, to the foot of the Alps, where I am, let 
us echo back to each other, the joyful, thankful cry of the primi- 
tive Christians, (which was the text here this morning) Out of 
his fulness we have all received grace for grace. nel 

“T Jong to hear from you and the flock. Answer this‘and my 
last together ; and let me know, that you cast joyfully you bur- 
dens on the Lord. ~~ , 23 ff 
”® Give my kind pastoral love to all my people in general, and 
to all who fear Guu, and love Jésus, and the brethren in particu- 
lar. May all see, and see more abundantly, the salvation of 
God. May national distress be sanctified unto them ; and may 
they all be loyal subjects of the King of kings, and of his 
anointed, our king. May the approaching new year be to them 
a year of peace and Gospel grace. ‘That you and the flock may 
fare well in Jesus, is the hearty prayer of yours, 

J. F” 
emit 

March 7, 1780, he says again:—“T long to hear from you. 
I hope you are well, and grow in the love of Christ, and of the 
souls bought with his blood, and committed to your care. May 
you have the comfort of bringing them all into the pastures of 
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the Gospel, and seeing them thrive under your pastoral care. 
I recommend to your care the most helpless of the flock,—I 
mean the children and the sick. "They most want your help, and 
they are the most likély.’ to-benefit by it; for affliction softens 
the heart; and children are nor yet quite hawk through the 
dobaiclaces of sin. . 

_ “TV beg you will not fail, when you have opportunity, to re- 
com to our flock to honour the king, to study to be quiet, 
and to hold up, as. much as-lies in us, the hands of the govern- 
ment by which we are protected. Remember me kindly to Mr. 
Gilpin, and to all our parishioners. God give you peace by all 
means, as, in his mercy, he does to yeu affectionate friend and 
fellow-labourer, . 


Js FL” 


Thus we see Mr. Fletcher was a good subject, as well as a 
good Christian, and was as attentive to his duty to his king and 
country as.to his God. Indeed these virtues cannot be sepa- 
rated. They that attempt to separate them ane show that they 
are properly possessed of neither. 

_ 46. In what has already been related, we have had ample and 
continual evidence of the spirituality of Mr. Fletcher’s mind, 
and of the fervour and elevati n of his piety. We may also 
observe, in several of his letters, and in all Has:terecurse with 
his friends, and others, the most manifest proofs of the greatest 
integrity, and most strict justice. The following paragraph, 
among others that might be produced, appearing in a letter now 
before me, written to one of his parishioners at this time, is a 
striking instance of this. 

Referring to a building which he had erected in Madeley 
Wood for a school, and for the accommodation of those of his 
parishioners who wished to assemble to receive the word of ex- 
hortation on the evening of the Lord’s day, and of some other 
days of the week, he says: “I am sorry the building has come 
to so much more than I intended: but, as the mischief is done, 
it is a matter to exercise patience, resignation, and self-denial ; 
and it will be a caution in future. I am going to sell part of my 

35 
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little estate here to discharge.the debt. 1 had laid by fifty 
pounds to print a small work, which I wanted to distribute here ; 
but as I must be just, before esume to offer that mite to the 
God of truth, | lay by the ee shall send that sum to Mr. 
York. Money is so scarce here at this time, that I shall sell at 
a very great loss; but necessity and justice are two great laws 
which must be obeyed. As I design, on my return to England, 
to pinch until I have got rid of this debt, | may go and ive in 
one of the cottages belonging to the vicar, if we could let the 
vicarage for a few pounds; and in that case, I dare say, Mr. 
Greaves would be so good as to take the other little house.” 

It appears, however, by some of his subsequent letters, that 
his friend Mr. Ireland (always a friend in need!) having heard 
of it, stepped forward unknown to him, and discharged the 
greatest part of this debt for him. This letter, however, he 
cannot conclude without giving his friend some spiritual advice. 
‘‘ My dear friend,” adds he, “let us die unto sin, hold fast Jesus, 
the way, the truth, and the life, walk by faith in him, and not 
by the sight and passions of the old Adam. I hope the sun of 
affliction, which burns poor England and us, will ripen us all for 
glory. Give my best love to all our friends in Christ, and tell 
them that the hope of seeing them does me good, and that I trust 
they will not turn it into bitterness ; the which would be the case, 
if I should find them out of the narrow way, and out of the king- 
— of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Lord.” 

. The reader will observe that till about the close of the 
mie year, (the year 1779) Mr. Fletcher and Mr. William 
Perronet had generally lodged in one house in Nyon. But, 
about the beginning of this year, (1780) they were obliged to 
be separated. Of this Mr. Perronet speaks to his father thus, 
in July following. 

‘| think it was about half a year ago that we broke up house- 
keeping at Nyon... Poor dear Mr. Fletcher with difficulty pro- 
cured a miserable lodging in the neighbourhood, and I was 
obliged to go to Lausanne, which is seven leagues from Nyon. 
I submitted the more willingly to this, as at that time he talked 
of spending some time at Lausanne. But, though I have been 
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disappointed in this respect, i-nie had the pleasure of seeing 
him once or twice at Nyon. I found him to-day sitting in his 
small apartment, surroundéd with books and papers, writing, or 
as he expressed it, ‘ finishing’ the jirst part of one of his pieces : 
so, when the whole is likely to be concluded one cannot pretend 
to say.” 

48. Mr. Fletcher had intended leaving Nyon in September next 
ensuing, inorder to return to England; but he then unexpectedly 
met with two hinderances.—One was, that when he came to 
eollect the different parts of the manuscript, just referred to, 
which he had designed to print and distribute before he left the 
country, he found the greatest part of it wanting, and after very 
many searches he was obliged to write it over again.* This 
event obliged him to delay his journey some weeks. Secondly, 
change of weather brought back some symptoms of his disorder ; 
insomuch that he spoke, or even whispered, with difficulty. He 
began however to eat grapes plentifully, as he had*done the two 
preceding autumns, (his own little vineyard having produced an 
astonishing quantity in the latter of those years,) and it ap: 
pears they became, through the divine blessing, the chief mean 
of his restoration. Add to this, his friend Mr. Ireland urged, 
that if he returned to England at that season of the year, in all 
probability the winter would undo all that he and his friends had 
been doing for the restoration of his health, for many years. 
‘¢ However,” says he to Mr. Greaves, Sept. 15, after mentioning 
the above circumstances, “I have not quite laid aside the design 
of spending the winter at Madeley ; and I am, at least, firmly 
purposed that, if I do not set out this autumn, I will do so, God 
willing, next spring as early as I can. ‘Till I had this relapse 1 


* Mr. Fletcher himself, ina letter to Mr. William Perronet, dated Sept. 20, 
speaks of this as follows: ‘‘ The misfortune I hint at in my French letter, is the 
aislaying of a considerable part of my manuscript. After a thousand searches, 
giving it up as lost, I fell to work again ; went through the double toil, and when 
Thad done, last night, I accidentally found what I had mislaid. Thishas thrown 
me back a great deal. The Lord’s will be done in all things. I thank God, J 
have been kept from fretting on the occasion; though I would not, for a great 
deal, have such another trial.” 
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was able, thank God, to exhort in a private room three times @ 
week: but the lord lieutenant will not allow me to get into a 
pulpit, though they permit the schoolmasters, who are laymen, 
to put on a band, and read the church prayers : so high runs the 
prejudice. The clergy, however, tell me, that if I will renounce 
my ordination, and get Presbyterian orders among them, they 
will allow me to preach; and on these terms one of the minis- 
ters of this town offers me his curacy. A young clergyman of 
Geneva, tutor to my nephew, appears to me a truly converted 
man; and he is so pleased when I tell him there are converted 
souls in England, that he will go over with me to learn English, 
and converse with the British Christians. He wrote last sum- 
mer with such force to some of the clergy, who were stirring up 
the fire of persecution, that he made them ashamed, and we 
have since had peace from that quarter. 

“ There is little genuine piety in these parts : nevertheless 
there is yet some of the form of it, so far, that they go to the 
Lord’s table regularly four times a year. ‘There meet the adul- 
terers, the drunkards, the swearers, the infidels, and even the 
materialists. They shave no idea of the double damnation that 
awaits hypocrites. They look upon partaking that sacrament 
as a ceremony enjoined by the magistrate. At Zurich, the first 
town of this country, they have lately beheaded a clergyman, 
who wanted to betray his country to the emperor, to whom it 
chiefly belonged. Itis the town of the great reformer Zuing- 
lius : yet there they poisoned the sacramental wine a few years 
ago. ell it notin Gath! I mention this to show you that 
there is occasion and great need to bear a testimony against the 
faults of the clergy here ; and if I cannot do it from the pulpit, 
I must try to do it from the press. Their canons, which were 
composed by two hundred and thirty pastors, at the time of the 
reformation, are so spiritual and apostolic, that I design to tran- 
slate them into English, if I am spared. 

“Farewell, my dear brother. Take care, good, constant care, 
of the flock committed to your charge, especially the sick and 
the young. Salute all our dear parishioners, Let me still have 
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a part in your prayers, public and private ; and rejoice in the 
Lord, as, through grace I am enabled to do in all my little tribu- 
lations, 


Jabs? 


49. To another friend in his parish, he writes the same day, 
“ You see by my letter to Mr. Greaves, that I am in good hopes 
of seemg you, at the latest, next spring. I have been so well, 
that my friends here thought of giving me a wife; but what 
should I do with a Swiss wife at Madeley? I want, rather, an 
English nurse, but more still, a mighty Saviour; and thanks be 
to God that I have one. Help me to rejoice in that never-dying, 
never-moving Friend.” 

:To the pious of his parish, and the neighbourhood formed 
into religious societies, he says at the same time: “I am 
still in a strait between the work which Providence cuts out 


for me here, and the love which draws me to you. When 1) 


shall have the pleasure of seeing you, let it not be embittered by 
the sorrow of finding any of you half-hearted and lukewarm. 


Let me find you all strong in the Lord, and increased in humble 


love. Salute from me all that followed with us fifteen years ago. 
Care still for your old brethren. Let there be no Cain among 


yf 


you, no Esau, no Lot’s wife. Let the love of David and Jona- , 


than, heightened by that of Martha, Mary, Lazarus, and our 


Lord, shine in all your thoughts, your tempers, your words, your 


looks, and your actions. If you love one another, your little 


meetings will be a renewed feast ; and the God of love, who is 
peculiarly present where two or three are gathered together in 
the name of Jesus, and in the spirit of love, will abundantly 
bless you. Bear me still upon your breasts in prayer, as I do 
you upon mine ; and rejoice with me, that the Lord who made, 
redeemed, and comforts us, bears us all upon his., 1am yours, 
inhim, < 2 Ue 

_ 50. In consequence of information received about this time 
from Mr. Ireland, that he and his family purposed spending the 


} 
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ensuing winter in the South of France, which, notwithstanding 
the war, they had obtained leave to do, and even to go any where, 
save to a sea-port, Mr. Fletcher writes to his friend, Mr. 
William Perronet, thus :—“ If you will go and join Mr. Ireland, 
I should be glad to do it, for the stream under my house pre- 
vents it from being very wholesome. T am, however, better of 
my cold, thank God. My brother thinks you may conclude 
[referring to the matters in dispute between him and the co-- 
heirs] upon the terms you mention. ‘ Better a dinner of herbs 
with peace, than a stalled ox and noise therewith.’ I hope to 
‘go to Lausanne immediately after vintage, to offer a manu- 
script to the ‘censors, to see if they will allow of its being 
published :* so I don’t invite you to come and share my damp 
bed. My éister was so kind as to look for another house, but 
could find none to let for a less term than that of a year. We are 
here travellers, so we must expect some difficulties and a great 
many inconveniencies. ’ 

51. Soon afterward, this amiable and excellent man, like 
several of his other brothers, who died young, fell into a very poor 
state of health. Dec. 5, following, Mr. Fletcher writes to the 
Rev. Mr. Vin. Perronet thus:—“Our wise and good God 
sees fit to try my dear friend, your son, with a want of appetite 
and uneasiness in his bowels, which makes him often return 
the little food he takes. He came some time ago hither from 
Lausanne, and we went to Geneva together, where we settled 
your affair with three of the Geneva co-heirs, upon the same 
footing he had settled with those of Chateau d’Oex. When 
my friend shall be a little better, he will give you a more particu- 
lar account. He bears his weakness with so much patience and 
resignation, that my sister-in-law (who is an English woman) is 
quite edified.”’ 


*Such was, and I believe still is, the liberty of the press in Switzerland, al- 
though judged one of the freest countries in the world!! A blessed instance, 
like that above-mentioned respecting the arbitrary and_persecuting measures 
of the Seigneur Baliff, of republican liberty!’ Who would not wish for the 
same in England! 
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On the same paper Mr. Perronet writes :—“I have been 

here near two months, and most part of the time (so it has 
pleased God) in much pain and weakness.—The Arregularity 
and severity of the climate, added to the fatigue and distress 
I have undergone, have greatly impaired my health. But I 
desire to submit to the will ‘of the Lord, knowing that it. is 
better to fall into his hands, than into the hands of man. I 
am with Mr. Fletcher’s relations, who are extremely kind to 
me.”? , 
On Jan. 22, 1781, he writes ;—* I continue under such weak- 
ness, and am frequently in such great pain, as to my stomach 
and bowels, attended at times with such violent fits of vomit- 
ing, that I am at present but little able to undertake the jour- 
ney Mr. Ireland so earnestly presses on Mr. Fletcher and my- 
self, to join him in the South of France, . 1 know what it is 
to travel in this country, and in France, in the depth of winter. 
—We have bad roads, cold, wet, uhcomfortable i inns, frequently 
a want of the most common necessaries : and, I might add, 
sometimes even damp beds; which would,ill suit either me or 
Mr. Fletcher. J have the greatest reason to be thankful for 
the kindness I have met with from dear Mr. Fletcher and his 
brother’s family, as well as from my friends at this place. I 
have nothing to regret here, but the loss of Mr. Fletcher’s 
company, who used to be much with me, and who would have 
sat up with me at night, had I consented to it. After praying 
with me on an evening, he used constantly to repeat, or rather 
sing this verse at parting, 


. 

‘Then let our humble faith address 
His mercy, and his power : 
We shall obtain deliv’ring grace 

In the distressing hour.’ 


In another letter to his father, Feb. 6, he says:—‘ Mr. 
Fletcher is scarce recovered from a severe fit of the rheumatism, 
and I continue so extremely weak, that we shall hardly be able 
to accomplish our wish,” respecting joining Mr. Ireland, and re- 
turning to England. But on the 10th of February, Mr. Perrb- 
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net’s affair being ended, Mr. Fletcher observes to him, “ Your 
call to England seems quite clear now ; noris mine less clear. 
My friend, Ireland urges, me to join him. I will venture 
upon.a visit to the’ South of France, with'you, if you can bear the 
journey.. We shouldgo south th byl ‘ons, and come back to Paris, 
through the heart of the mas . He says they are as quiet as 
“of it were peace. 

“T find, by letters from thetice, 1 am wanted in my parish for 
particular reasons. So necessity draws me, and my promises 
fied me. ,I finish, to-day, my book that detained me, as your 

detained you. and | the weather is mild. The Lord 
strengthen, direct and bless you. Cast all your burdens upon 
him.” ai, aide af | 
62. Before Mr. Ptslaher left Switzerland, he was ; 
to witness aut ofthose judgments of God upon once 
happy people; which have since overwhelmed them with a full 
tides. on account, as is probable, of their departure ‘from the 
faith.and love of the Gospel. » » And» what is remarkable, those 
judgments “ begun’? it seems, . &, at the\house. of God,” at Ge- 
neva,the place which of all Co oa had enjoyed the greatest pri- 
vileges, and made the greatest profession of religion., Mr. 
Fletcher mentions this event, Feb. 14, in a letter to a friend, 
thus :—“ I am here in the midst of the rumours of war. The 
burghers of Geneva, on the side of the opposition, have dis- 
armed the garrison, and taken possession of one of the gates. I 
had, however, the happiness to get in, and bring away my ne- 
phew, who is a student there. Some troops are preparing to 
go and block them up. The Lord may, at this time, punish the 
repeated backslidings of these Laodicean Christians, most of 
whom have turned infidels. .This event may a little retard my 
journey, as I must pass through Geneva. It also puts off the 
printing my manuscript ; for there is nothing going on in that un- 
happy town but disputes, and fights, and mounting of guards.” 

Mr. William Perronet also speaks of these troubles, in a letter 
to his father, a little after, as follows :—‘“ The dispute at Geneva ; 
is between the burgesses and the magistrates, concerning;their 
privileges and prerogatives. . The former have appealed to the 
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magistrates of Berne, and the latter to the court of France; and, 
it is feared, the affair will not be ended without great wieder on 
both sides; the citizens having declared, that if their'grievances 
are not redressed, they will lock up. tamtgated® and set fire to ae 
town, and so perish all together.” sg) We 

53. The breaking. out: ~of.-these- troubles was an: additional 
reason why Mr. Fletcher desired to leave that country. “ You 
need not urge me,” says he to the friend above-mentioned, “to 
return: brotherly-love draws me to Madeley, and circumstances 
drive me hence. .With pleasure I see the days lengthen, and 
hasten the happy hour when I'shall seé-the little flock rejoicing 
in God, as, through mercy, Ido. . I trust to set out next month, 
and to bein England in May. It will not be my fault if itbe 
not in April.”” At the same time he desires ‘another friend in 
his parish, “ to read the following note to all that feared God, and 
loved Jesus and each other, anomie! in pins Sueects 


a ‘My dear ascites 2PM, TS 3 

“‘ My heart leaps for joy atthe thought of coming to see 

you, and: bless the Lord with you. Let us not stay to praise 

him till we see each other. Let us see him in his Son, in his 

word, in his works, and in all the members of Christ. How slow 
will post-horses go, incomparison of love! —__ 


§ Quick as seraphic flames we move, 
Toreign with Christin endless day.’ 
® Fey a 

“ Meet me, as I do you—in spirit ; and we shall not stay till 
April or May to bless God together. Now will be the time of 
union and love.” 

54. Mr. Fletcher, however, was disappointed.of the company 
of his friend. To his extreme regret he was obliged to leave 
him behind. Mr. Perronet became so much weaker by the 
20th of February, and the weather so much more severe than 
it had been, the snow setting in, that Mr. Fletcher did not dare 
to urge him to take such a journey at such a season: and hav- 
ing himself solemnly promised Mr. Ireland to go to him at 

36 
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Montpelier, if he. came over, and having already long delayed 
to fulfil his promise, he could not with propriety delay it any 
longer. He went however to Lausanne, to see Mr. Perronet, 
two days before his departures He found: him weak and low ; 
but the frequent vomitings, — which he had had some months 
before, had left him, a = _ appetite had returned. Mr. 

Fletcher, therefore, was n t hopes, which were encou- 
raged by the physician that attended him, that the return of 
fine weather would be instrumental in restoring him. In the 
meantime he was well taken care of. ‘‘ Miss Perronet and her 
mother,”’ says Mr. Fletcher to his’ father, “ are as kind to him, 
as my dear friends at Newington were to me, when I lay sick 
there : and his mind is quite easy. He is sweetly rie ag to 
the will of God.” ° 

Still, however, it was a painful circumstance to Mr. Fletcher 
to be obliged to return to England without him ; and it was cer- 
tainly equally painful to his friend to be left behind in that 
foreign land. “* It would have been a much greater pleasure,”’ 
says he to his father, “ to have accompanied my dear friend Mr. 
Fletcher, than to have sent a letter by him. Indeed, I had 
flattered myself with the pleasing prospect of returning with 
him, in the spring. But he is engaged by promise to join Mr. 
Ireland, and set out with him before the winter is over. For 
the snow is now on the ground, and it is extremely cold ; whilst 
I am so weak, as frequently to be scarcely able to creep from 
one warm room to another, without danger of fainting away. 
‘Indeed, once or twice, I have fainted on the slightest occasions. 
But I hope I shall be able to get out a little when the weather 
becomes milder ; and, by the blessing of God, gather strength 
sufficient to dnderiame the journey to England by the ae 
of summer; which time I very much long for.” 

55. Mr. Fletcher set out for Montpelier, sometime, I be- 
lieve, in the beginning of March, “ full” as Mr. Perronet ex- 
presses it, “of health and spirits.” But he greatly impaired 
both by preaching, which he frequently did in that city: and 
neighbourhood. And when he got to Lyons, on his return 
from Montpelier, he found himself so very ill, that he observed, 
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in a letter to bis brother, he was just on the point of returning 
to Switzerland, not thinking it.worth while to proceed on his 
journey to England, in order to: languish out alfew useless days 
there. But recovering a little strength, April 6, 1781, he wrote 
to Mr. William Perronet as follows, from Lyons : 


ahi, 


a ® al 
' & My dear Friend, th + «ie 

“ We are both weak, both afflicted ; but Jesus careth for us. 
He is every where, and here he has all power to deliver us, and 
he may do it by ways we little think of; ‘as thou wilt, when 


thou wilt, and where thou wilt,’ said Baxter: let us say the _— 


same. It was of the Lord you did not come with me: you 
would have been sick, as lam. J am overdone with riding and 
preaching. I preached twice in the fields. I carry home with 
me much weakness, and a pain in my back which I'fear will 
end in the gravel. The Lord’s will be done. . 1 know J am 
called to suffer and die. ‘The journey tires me; but through 
mercy I bear it. Let-us believe and rejoice im the Lord 
Jesus.” 

56. Mr. Perronet had expected, as observed abe) to gather 
strength as the spring advanced, and the weather. became 
milder. In this, however, the Lord saw meet, in a great mea- 
sure, to disappoint his expectations, Spring and even summer, 
bringing warmer weather, came : but still he continued in a simi- 
lar, and even increasing state of weakness. On the 15th of May 
he writes : “ As to my health, it is not yet restored to me. It 
has pleased God to bring down my strength in my journey, and 
4a continue me in that weak condition to this time, notwithstand- 
ing all the efforts of my friends and physicians, and my own en- 
deavours in using a little very gentle exercise from time to time 
as I was able. Whenever I go out, every one stops to stare at 
me, and many express their astonishment at the sight of such a 
spectre ; so greatly am I reduced and altered.” 

On the 12th of June following, he seemed to himself to a 
rather gaining a little ground ; but, says he, “the continual, sud- 
den, and severe changes in the weather here, tear me almost 
to pieces, and seem to throw me back as fast as I recover.” 


f 
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Soon after this, he removed to a pleasant village, called Gimel, 
between Lausanne and Geneva, where Miss Perronet’s sister 
was settled. There he rode out, drank asses’? milk, and 
breathed the purest air: “ Mrs. Perronet is there, ” says Mr. 
Fletcher to his father, “ with her two daughters. So that, if 
his illness should prove more grievous, he will not want for 
good attendance, and the most tender nursing. Support him, 
dear Sir, with your fatherly exhortations. They are balm to 
his. blood, and marrow to his bones.” 

57. As the reader will undoubtedly wish to know the sequel 
of the story of this benevolent man, I shall here insert an ex- 
tract from another of his letters. Being returned to Lausanne, 
Oct. 23, he wrote from thence to his father as follows: 


“ Honoured and dear Sir, 

“T wrote some time ago by a private hand; but that is not 
always either the safest or the most expeditious method of con- 
veying intelligence. My letter, however, contained little more 
than an account of my return from the mountains, where I 
seemed to have gained very little in point ‘of health and 
strength. I mentioned, likewise, my earnest wishes to return 
to England, in case it should please God to assist me in the 
means. ‘This, I humbly trust, isin good measure effected : 
for I have, quite unexpectedly, met with a very worthy gen- 
tleman, (a Swiss whom I formerly knew in England) who sets 
out for London within about a week or fortnight. We shall 
travel in a chaise ; and he is so kind as to promise to suit his mode 
of travelling to my weakness, which, indeed, is very great. We 
may possibly be on the roadwhen,this letter reaches you, and 
{ doubt not but my friends will assist me with their prayers.. The 
season for travelling is late, it is true, especially for one in my 
weak state: but I choose this rather than venture to stay ano- 
ther winter in this terrible climate. ‘Besides, I consider if as a 
providential call to return ; and I have taken your advice, to put 
what remains to be done in my affairs into trusty and good hands.” 

He soon after left Switzerland, and with great pain and 
difficulty reached Douay, in French Flanders, where he was 
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taken worse, and died in peace, Dec. 2, 1781.—A little time 
after Mr. Fletcher wrote as follows to his father : 
“ Rev. and dear Sir, 
“ While I condole with you about the death of my dear 
friend, and your dear son, I congratulate you about the resigna- 
tion and Christian fortitude with which you, Abraham like, lay 


him upon the altar of our heavenly Father’s providential, good,” 


and acceptable will. We shall one day see why he made your 
‘sons go before you, and my kind physician before me. About 
the time he died, so far as I can find by your kind letter, a ~ 
strong concern about him fell upon me by day and by night, 
insomuch that I could not help waking my wife* to join me in 
praying for him, and at once that concern ceased; nor have I 
since had any such spiritual feeling: whence I pdnakeaen; that 


the conflict I supposed my friend to be in was ended. Buthow” _ 


surprised was I to find it was by death! Well! whether Paul 
or Apollos, or life or death, all things are ours through Jesus, 
who knows how to bring good out of evil, and how to blow 
us into the harbour by a cross wind, and even by a dreadful 
storm. 

“If my dear friend, your son, has not quite completed his 
affairs in Switzerland, and an agent is necessary there for that 
purpose, I offer you the care and help of my brother, who 
was our counsellor, and who, I am sure, will do what lies in 
him to oblige the father of him whom he had the pleasure of 
having some time under his roof, as a sick monument of Chris- 
tian meekness and resignation. I am but poorly, though { 
serve yet my church without a curate, Mr. Baily being wanted 
at Kingswood. But what are we? Poor mortals, dying in . 
the midst of a world of dying or dead men. | But in the midst 
of death, we are in Christ the resurrection and the hfe, to whom 
be glory for ever, So prays, Rev. and dear Sir, your affection- 
ate son and servant in the Gospel, 

coe” 


* He was then married. 
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58. To return to the subject of our narrative :—Mr. Fletcher 
arrived in England in the middle of the spring, in- tolerable 
health, being quite recovered from his consumption. Calling at 
London, he preached at the New Chapel, slept at Newington, 
April 27, and the next day set out for,Bristol, He stayed there 
only a short time, and then retired to Mr. Ireland’s, at Brisling- 
ton. The interview which Mr. Rankin had with him here, 
immediately upon his arrival, manifests very clearly that he 
brought back from the Continent the same fervent spint which 
had accompanied him thither... Of this Mr. Rankin gives me 
the following account: — 

“In the year 1781, being stationed in Bristol with my fe: 
esteemed friend Mr, Pawson, | was informed of Mr. Fletcher’s 
arrival at Brishington, from his journey to Switzerland. I rode 
over to Mr. Ireland’s the day after, and had such an interview 
with him as I shall never forget in time or eternity. As 1 had 
not seen him for upwards of ten years, his looks, his salutation, 
and his address, struck me-with a mixture of wonder, solemnity, 
and joy. We retired into Mr. Ireland’s garden, where we could 
converse with more freedom. He then began to inquire con- 
cerning the work of God in America, and my labours for the 
five years I had spent.on that Continent. I gavevhim, as: far as 
I was capable, a full account of every thing that he wished to 


know. While I was giving himethis relation, he stopped me six 


times, and, when under the shade of the trees, poured out his 
soul to God, for the prosperity of the work, and our brethren 
there. He appeared to be as deeply interested m behalf of our 
suffering friends, as if they had been his own flock at Madeley. 
He several times called upon me also, to commend them to God 
in prayer. This was an hour never to be forgotten by me while 
memory remains. . Before we parted, I engaged him to come to 
Bristol, on the Monday following, in order to meet. the select 
band in the forenoon, and to preach in my place in the evening. 
He did so accordingly. During the hour that he spent with the 
select band, the room appeared as ‘the house of God and the 
gate of heaven.’ He preached in the evening, from the 2nd 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, chap. ii. verse 13.—The whole 


~ 
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congregation was dissolved in tears. He spoke like one who 
had but just left the converse of God and angels, and not like-a 
human being. The different conversations I had with him, his 
prayers and preaching during the few days which he stayed at 
Bristol and Brislington, Jeft such an impression on my mind, and 
were attended with such salutary effects; that for some months 
afterward not a cloud intervened between God and my soul, 
no, not for one hour. His.memory will ever be precious to me 
while life shall remain, and the union of spirit which I felt with 
that holy and blessed man, will have its consummation in those 
regions of light, love, and glory, where parting shall be no more. 
T beg leave here to subjoin an extract from a letter written to 
me, a few weeks after he arrived at Madeley. 


Madeley, June 25, 1781. 
“My dear Brother, - 

‘7 thank you for your kind remembrance of, and letter to 
me. I found myself of one heart with you, both as a preacher 
and believer, before I left Bristol, and 1 am glad you find free- 
dom to speak to me as your friend in Christ. By what you 
mention.of your experience, I am confirmed in the thought, that 
it is often harder to keep in the way of faith and light than to 
get into it.—2. That speculation and reasoning hinder us to get — 
into that way, and lead us out of it when we are in it. 3. The~- 
only business of those who come to God, as a Redeemer or 
Sanctifier, must be to feel their: want of redemption and 
sanctifying power from on high, and to come for it by simple, 
cordial, working faith. Easily the heart gets into a false rest 
before our last enemy is overcome. Hence arises a relapsing, 
in an imperceptible degree, into indolence and carnal security :__ 
hence a dreaming that we are rich and increased in goods. This 
is one of the causes of the declension you perceive among some - 
of the Methodists. Another is the outward rest they have, which 
is consistent with the selfish views of hypocrites, and with the 
unbending of the bow of faith in those who are sincere. Ano- 
ther may be, judging of the greatness of the work by the num- 
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bers in society. Be the consequence what it will, those who 
see the evil should honestly bear their testimony against it, 
first in their own souls, next by their life, and thirdly by their 
plain and constant reproofs and exhortations. The work of 
justification seems stopped, in some, degree, because the glory 
and necessity of the pardon of sins to be received and enjoyed 
now by faithy.is not pressed enough upon sinners; and the 
need of retaining it, upon believers. The work of sanctifica-. 
tion is hinderedyif Iam not mistaken, by the same reason, and 
by holding out the being delivered from sin as the mark to be 
aimed at, instead of the being rooted in Christ, and filled with 


the fulness of God, and with power from on high. The dis- ~~ 


pensation of the Spirit is confounded with that of the Son, and 
the former not being held forth clearly enough, formal and luke- 
warm believers in Jesus Christ suppose they have the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Hence the increase of carnal professors: 
See Acts viii. 16.—And hence so few spiritual men. Let us, 
pray, hope, love, believe for ourselves, and call, as you say, for 
the display of the Lord’s arm. My love to your dear fellow- 
labourer, Mr. Pawson. Pray for your affectiqnate brother, 
, J.B 
59+ Mr. Ireland being confined by affliction, and melts 
nevertheless, to accompany his friend to Madeley, as soon as 
he should be able, Mr. Fletcher stayed a few days at Bris- 
lington, waiting for his recovery, before he set out for his 
parish. Upon their arrival there it was his first care to inquire 
into the spiritual state of his dear flock: but he did not find 
such cause of rejoicing as he had fondly expected. This may 
be easily gathered from the letter he then wrote to his friend at 
Newington. It runs thus: 
“ Madeley, June 12, 1781. 
“ My very dear Friend, 
“JT stayed longer at Brislington than I designedss Mr. 
Ireland was ill, and would nevertheless come hither with me : 
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so that I was obliged to stay till he was better. And indeed it 
was well Idid not come without him: for he has helped me to 
regulate, my outward affairs, which were in great confusion. 
Mr. Greaves leaves me: and J will either leave Madeley, or 
have an assistant able to stir among the people: for I had much 
rather be gone, than stay here to see the dead bury their dead. 
Well, we shall soon remove out of all, and rest from our little 
cares and labours. You do not forget, I nO ae that you have 
need of patience, as well as I, to inherit the promises, the best 
and the greatest of which are not sealed, but to such as keep 
the word of Christ’s patience, and such as persevere with him 
in. his temptations. _Hold on then, patient faith and joyful 
hope! If I were by you, I would preach to your heart; and _ 
my own, a lecture on this text, We are-saved by hope, and by 
a faith which is never stronger than when it is ROR ERR to all 
the feelings of flesh and blood. 

“‘ Pray what news of the glory? Does the glory of the Lord 
fill the temple, your house, your heart? A cloud is over my 
poor parish; but alas! it is not the luminous cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night. Even the few remaining pro- 
fessors stared at me the other day, when I preached to them on 
these words, Ye shall receive the Holy Ghost: for the promise is 
unto you. Well, the promise is unto us; if others despise it, 
still let us believe and hope. Nothing enlarges the heart, and 
awakens the soul, more than that believing, loving expectation. 
Let us wait together until we are all endued with power from 
on high.” 


60. The above’ letter manifests still further that he had sus- 
tained no loss of his piety and devotedness to God while 
abroad. And although, as it appears, he now entertained thoughts 
of changing his condition. in life, it is evident his mind was 
not hereby diverted from the pursuit of his holy vocation and 
ministry, nor his zeal in the least damped. This is rendered 
still more evident from a letter I received from him about the 
same time, with an extract from which I shall conclude this 


chapter. 
37 


’ 
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“My dear Brother, aa 

“] rejoice at, and am much obliged to you for your kind re- 
membrance of me: and I shall be glad to tie faster the blessed 
knot at the approaching Conference, (to be held at Leeds, in 
the beginning of August next,) if my health permit me to be 
there according to my design. Happy are you if you live by 
faith in the atoning blood, for justification and sanctification. It 
is the Spirit alone which can show us the worth, and make 
us fee] the eh inflgénee of the Saviour’s blood and righte- 
ousness: and so far as me experience goes, he gives that 
blessed privilege only ) those, who in the depth of poverty wait 
for that divine revelation.’ I learn not to despise the least beam 


of truth, and I quietly and joyfully wait for the bright sunshine. 


“The best way to avoid errors is to lie very low before God ; 


to know his voice, and’ consult him in all things; learning to ~~ 


mortify our wise pride; as well as our aspiring will, and our 
disordered passions. But more of this if we live to see each 


other again. -_ 


“Tam at present without an assistant here, ~ ‘ie soon to 
have Mr. Bailey, one of the masters at Kingswood school. If 
he come, I shall be at liberty to go to Leeds, and I hope God 
will sstrengtren me for the journey. A godly wife is a peculiar 
ble ing from the Lord.* I wish you joy for such aloan. Pos- 
sess it with godly fear and holy joy; and the God that gave her 
you help you both to see your doubled piety take root in the 
heart of the child that crowns your union. So prays, my dear 
brother, your affectionate friend, 

J. FF” 


* This is said with a reference to my having married about a year and a 
half .before. 


od 


~y 


THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 291 


BM 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Of his Marriage. 


sietnavaailieel ‘the great apostle has ranked the forbidding 
-to marry among the doctrines of devils, and has expressly de- 
clared, Marriage is honourable to all men, and the bed undefiled ; 
yet a kind of prejudice hangs on the minds Macy even of 
those that love God, inclining them to disapprove of the mar- 
riage of persons eminent in religion. Yea, many are of opinion 
that it is not consistent with high degrees of holiness: and that 
when any who have deep experience in the things of God mar- 
ry, they are in some measure fallen from grace. Hence many 
were surprised, that so eminent a Christian as Mr. Fletcher 
should take this step. And they could hardly help thinking, 
that he had lost some degree of his excellent piety, and that he 
was not so unreservedly devoted to God as he had been some 
time before. 

In order to satisfy every reasonable person that he had not 
sustained any loss at all; that his entire self-devotion was in 
nowise impaired either before or at the time of his marriage, 
the most convincing way, as Mr. Wesley has observed, will be 
to give as particular an account as possible of the steps which 
led to this union ; and of what occurred at the time when it took 
place.—This | shall do, first, in the words of the Rey. Mr. Gil- 
pin, and then in those of one who was well acquainted with them 
both, and, in particular, was in habits of great intimacy with the 
pious and amiable person who was the object of Mr. Hleteher’s 
choice. 

2. “ The attention of ministers,” says Mr. Gilpin, “in choosing 
such companions as may not hinder their success in the minis- 
try, is of so great importance, that in some countries the conduct 
of a pastor’s wife, as well as that of the pastor himself, is sup- 
posed either to edify or mislead the flock. Nay, the minister 
himself is frequently condemned for the faults of his wife: thus, 
in the Protestant churches of Hungary, they degrade a pastor 
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whose wife indulges herself in cards, dancing, or any other pub- 
lic amusement, which ‘bespeaks the gaiety of a lover of the 
world, rather than the gravity of a Christian matron. This se- 
verity springs from the supposition, that the woman having pro- 
mised obedience to her husband, can do nothing but what he 
either directs or approves. Hence, they conclude, that exam- 
ple having a greater influence than precept, the wife of a minis- 
ter, if she be inclined to the world, will preach*worldly compli- 
ance with more success by her conduct, than her husband can 
preach the renunciation of the world by the most solemn dis- 
courses. And the incredulity of the stumbled flock will always 
be the consequence of that unhappy inconsistency, which is ob- 
servable between the serious instructions of a well-disposed 
minister, and the trifling conduct of a woman with whom he is 
so intimately connected. ‘Nor are there wanting apostolic or- 
dinances sufficient to support the exercise of this severe disci- 
pline:—Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things: Let the bishop or deacon be one 
that ruleth well his own house, having his children, and every part 
of his family, in subjection with all gravity: for if a man know 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church 
of God? 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5, 11. 

8. “ Karly in life Mr. Fletcher was introduced to the com- 
pany of Miss Bosanquet, a lady of distinguished piety, and one 
who had been exposed to peculiar sufferings in the cause of- 
godliness. From the very first acquaintance of these two ex- 
cellent persons, they were deeply sensible of each other’s worth, 
and felt the secret influence of a mutual attraction. But, not- 
withstanding the peculiar regard they entertained for each other, 
no intimate intercourse subsisted between them for many years 
after this period. Both were called to an extraordinary course 
of spiritual exercises ; but by the providence of God they were 
appointed to Jabour in different stations. While he was exhaust- 
ing his strength in the service of his flock, she was no less 
honourably employed in applying an ample fortune to the relief 
of the friendless ; collecting together, and supporting under her 
own roof, an extensive family, composed of the afflicted, the in- 
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digent, and the helpless, but chiefly consisting of orphan chil- 
dren. To these occupations they devoted the prime of their 
_ days; and during more than twenty years unwearied attention to 
these sacred employments, no regular correspondence was main- 
tained between them. They knew, however, and rejoiced in 
each other’s labours: but, while every succeeding report tended 
to increase their mutual regard, they greatly endeavoured to 
turn the whole stream of their affections towards heavenly things, 
“joyfully sacrificing every inferior consideration to the interest of 
the church, and the glory of their common Master. 

“Tt was not till his last return from Switzerland, after his un- 
expected recovery from a dangerous illness, that Mr. Fletcher 
renewed his personal acquaintance with Miss Bosanquet, who 
received him as a friend restored from the grave. They had 
each of them studiously followed the leadings of Providence in 
their appointed stations ; and, at this time, a combination of ex- 
traordinary circumstances led them into those habits of inti- 
macy which daily increased their deep rooted attachment to 
each other. ‘There existed on either side a variety of motives 
to their immediate union, and not a single reason of any weight 
for their continued separation. Every seeming impediment was 
suddenly removed out of the way, and all things wonderfully 
conspired to accelerate that entire connexion between them, 
which promised'a large addition to their mutual comfort. At 
length, with the fullest persuasion that they acted under the di- 

- vine influence, they received each other at the altar, in the 
most solemn and affecting manner, as from the immediate hand 
of God, and in the presence of a multitude of friends, who re- 
joiced to see so much solid piety and worth united by an indis- 
soluble tie.” 

4. The account given by Mrs. C. in a letter to Mr. Wesley, 
is much more particular: and as she was an eye and ear wit- 
ness of what she relates, I doubt not but it will fully satisfy all 
who seriously consider it, that his soul was at that, time all alive, 
and wholly devoted to God. And this whole transaction may 
well be recommended to the imitation of all Christians who 
enter the holy state of matrimony. 
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“Rev. Sit, . i oe 

“] think it my privilege, and have often found it a + a 
to comply with the request of my honoured father, which I now 
do also in great love to my valuable and much esteemed friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher. 1 will therefore endeavour, with the 
assistance of my gracious Lord, to recollect and acquaint: you 
with some particulars of the life and character of these truly 
devoted servants of God, with whose intimate acquaintance I 
have been favoured for near thirty years. But indeed, I feel 
my great insufficiency to relate what might oe said with the 
strictest truth of these worthies. 

“‘ My acquaintance with Mrs. Fletcher began when she was 
about seventeen years of age. She had from her early child- 
hood been strongly drawn to seek the Crucified, and was now 
athirst for a clean heart, and longed to have a right spirit re- 
newed within her. Nor did her desire to love God with all her 
heart, lessen, but increase, her love to her neighbour: as I, the 
most unworthy, am well able to testify, to whom she has been 
a tried friend, even to the present hour. 

“ To give you a clear view of this, I need only transcribe 
part of a letter which she wrote tome, May 23, 1757. 


‘ My dearest Friend, : 

‘The Lord has been indeed merciful, above all that we can 
ask or think. I found a greater blessing ‘the last time I was 
with you than ever. I am more enabled to pray and ear- 
nestly to seek after holiness. But what most stirs me up is, I 
seem to hear the Lord calling upon me, Depart ye, depart ye, 
go ye out thence: touch not the unclean thing: be ye clean that 
bear the vessels of the Lord. For some time these words have 
been much in my mind with both pleasure and profit. But 
within this day or two the Lord has more clearly shown me the 
way wherein I ought to walk. He seems to call me out to more 
activity, so that I am ready to cry out, ‘ What wouldst thou 
have me to do” Then I consider, Can I do any more for the 
souls or bodies of the poor about me ? But this does not seem to 
be the thing. What I am now led to wish for, is, with both soul 
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and body to serve those who are in Christ. And as soon as the 
Lord has prepared me for his work, and set me at liberty, my 
firm resolution is, by the grace of God, to be wholly given up 
to the church. . I plainly see, I have no. more to do with the 
world than to allow myself the necessaries of love. And though 
it has pleased God that Ihave no need to work. for my living, yet 
surely that is no reason my hand should beidle. I would be 
hike those described, 1 Tim. v. 10, To bring up children, to 
lodge strangers, to be ready to do the meanest offices for the 
saints: to relieve the afflicted, to visit the fatherless and widows, 
and diligently to follow every good work, O.pray for me that 
the Lord may shorten his work in me, and quickly make an end 
of sin!’ O that he would say to my soul, Thowart all fair, my 
love! There is no spot in thee. O when shall I be wholly given up, 
both body and soul, to him who gave himself for me!’ 

_ “TJ admired the spirit of this letter ; but little expected to:see 
these good desires brought $0 fully into practice as they were a 
few years after. And this may suffice as a clear proof, that God 
fulfils the desires of them that fear him ; yea, and shows unto them 
the path whereinyhe would have them to walk. That her light 
given before was not delusive is plain; as it is well known, how 
many years she has brought up children, lodged strangers, reliev- 
ed the afflicted, and diligently followed every good work. 

«“ With regard to the dear saint that is now swallowed up in 
his beloved employment, praise and adoration, it is eight or nine 
and twenty years since I was first favoured with his heavenly 
conversation, in company with Mr. Walsh, and a few other 
friends, most of whom are now in the world of spirits. At these 
seasons how frequently did we feel— 


‘The o’erwhelming power of saving grace !” 


How frequently were we silenced thereby, while tears of love 
our souls o’erflowed! It sweetly affects my soul, while I recol- 
lect the humility, fervour of spirit, and strength of faith with 
which dear Mr. Fletcher so often poured out his soul before the 
ent [hree One, at whose feet’ we have lain in holy shame and 
‘silence, till itseemed earth was turned to heaven !— 
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With what delight does_my soul recall those precious moments ! 
Yet a little while, and we shall all magnify His name together. 
“This heavenly-minded servant of the Lord resembled his 
Master likewise in hisylove to precious souls. I heard him 
preach his first sermon at West-street Chapel. I think his 
text was, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. His 
spirit appeared in his whole attitude and action, though he 
could not well find words in the English language to express 
himself: but he supplied that defect, by offering up prayers, 
tears, and sighs abundantly. Nearly about this time, he saw 
Miss Bosanquet, and began his acquaintance with her. But 
although they had a particular esteem for each other, yet they 
had no correspondence for above twenty years. It was not 
till the yearly Conference drew near in July 1781, that he 
paid her a visit at her own house near Leeds. They had 
much conversation together, and contracted an intimate ac- 
quaintance. After a few days, Miss Bosanquet, asked your 
(Mr. Wesley’s) advice, concerning Mr. Fletcher’s proposal. 
You approved it entirely, being persuaded it would be much to 
the glory of God.” : 
' About the middle of September Mr. Fletcher returned to 
Madeley, where he continued till the end of October, when 
he again visited Yorkshire, intending immediately after his 
marriage to set out with his spouse to his beloved parish. For 
he seemed to think every hour a day while he was detained 
from his dear people. But unavoidable hinderances occurring, 
their mutual friend, the Rev. Mr. Cross, was so kind as to 
supply Madeley, while Mr, Fletcher took care of Mr. Cross’s 
parish in his absence. 

“ His general conversation,” proceeds Mrs. C. “while at 
Cross-Hall was praising God, and speaking of the love of our 
dear Redeemer. He took opportunities likewise of speaking 
to every one in the family, concerning the state of their souls, 
and giving them from time to time such directions as were 
suitable thereto. At other times he met us all ther, and 
gave us proper exhortations and directions. Our daily meals 
were as a Sacrament; when he drank to any one it was, _ 
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‘Heavenly health, or “The cup’ of salvation.’ At or after 
the meal, he generally’ begun, or called us to begin that verse, 


* Still, O my soul prolong, on 
The never-ceasing song! 

Christ my theme, my hope, my joy : 
His be all my happy days! 

Praise my every hour employ : ‘ 
Every breath be spent in praise !” 


After dinner he often sung several’ verses of primitive Chris- 
tianity : particularly that, 


*O that my Lord would count me meet, 
. To wash his dear disciples’ feet !?: 


Sometimes he read many of those verses with tears streaming 
down his face. Thus did he walk with God, filled with the 
Spirit of his beloved Lord: confirming his love to all the fa- 
mily, and caring both for their spiritual and temporal concerns. 

““ My soul was much affected, when he asked’ each of us, in 
a sweet humble manner, ‘Can you give me your friend?’ To 
think of parting was indeed grievous to us all. Yet we did 
not dare to withhold her from him: as we all believed the union 
was of God, and would be to their present and eternal benefit. 
The first sermon which he preached in Leeds, on the Sunday 
morning before the Conference, will never be forgotten by any 
that heard it, who desire to be perfected in love. - He preached 
in many places while in Yorkshire, and to numerous. congrega- 
tions. Ihave heard of many who were blessed thereby : some 
convinced of sin, others comforted. And whenever he either 
‘preached or conversed, the comforts of the Holy Ghost were 
multiplied. 

‘¢ Monday, November 12, was the day appointed for the out- 
ward uniting of those, whose hearts were before united by the 
Holy Spirit. On the morning of this day, several friends met 
together on this solemn occasion: who can all, with me, truly 
say, ‘I have been at one Christian wedding.’ Jesus was in- 
vited, and truly he was at our Cana. We reached Cross-Hall 
before family-prayers: Mr. Fletcher was dressed in his canoni- 
cals: and after giving out one of Mr. Wesley’s Marriage 

: 38 ‘ 
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Hymns, he read the seventh, eighth, and ninth verses of the 
nineteenth chapter of the Revelation; and spoke from them in ~ 
such a manner as greatly tended to spiritualize the solemnities 
of the day. He saidjWe invite you to our wedding: but the 
Holy Ghost here invites you to the marriage of the Lamb. The 
Bride, the Lamb’s wife, has made herself ready. This bride 
consists of the whole Church triumphant and militant united to- 
_ gether. Ye may all be the Bride, and Jesus will condescend to 
be the Bridegroom. Make yourselves ready by being filled with 
the Spirit.’ He was very solemn in prayer, and said, ‘ Lord 
thou knowest, we would not take this step, if we had not eter- 
nity in view, and if we were not as willing to be carried into the 
church yard, as to go into the church.’ At breakfast he re- 
minded us, ‘ The postillions are now ready to carry us to the 
church, in order to see our nuptizgpelemnized ; but death will 
soon be here, to transport us to the ma 

“ On the way to the church, (Batley cl 
two miles off,) he spoke much of the mystery eaethee is couched 
under marriage, namely, the union between Christ and his 
Church. ‘ The first Adam,’ said he, ‘ received his wife fromhis 
side: our heavenly Adam purchased his bride by a fountain 
opened in his pierced side.” ‘They were married in the face of 
the congregation; the doors were opened, and every one came 
in that would. We.then returned home, and spent a consider- 
able time in singing and prayer. We were near twenty of us. 
Ithen presented Mrs. Fletcher with some Wedding Hymns. 
She looked them over, and gave them to Mr. Fletcher. He 
read the scripture at the top, namely, Husbands love your wives : 
and added, as Christ loved the Chureh. Then turning to us, he 
said, ‘My God, what a task! Help me, my friends, by your 
prayers to fulfil it. As Christ loved the Church! He laid 
aside his glory for her! He submitted to be born into our 
world ; to be clothed with a human body, subject to all our sin- 
Jess infirmities. .He endured shame, contempt, pain, yea, death 
itself, for his Church! O my God, none is able to fulfil this 
task without thine almighty aid. Help me, O my ais Pray 
forme, O my friends! 
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* He next read, Wives submit yourselves unto your own huss 
éands. Mrs. Fletcher added, 4s unto the Lord. ‘Well, my 
dear,’ returned Mr. Fletcher, ‘ Only in the Lord. And if ever 
I wish you to do any thing otherwise; resist me with all your 
might.’ From dinner, which was a spiritual meal, as well as a 
natural one, until tea-time, our time was spent chiefly in fer- 
vent prayer or singing. After singing the Covenant Hymn, Mr. 
Fletcher went to Mrs. Fletcher, and said to her, ‘ Well, my 
dearest friend, will you join with me in joining ourselves in a 
perpetual covenant tothe Lord? Will you, with me, serve him 
in his members? Will you help me to bring souls to the blessed 
Redeemer? And in every possible way this day lay yourself 
under therstrongest ties-you can, to help me to glorify my gra- 
cious Lord?’ She answered like one that well knew where her 
strength lay, ‘ May my God:help me so to do!’ 

“In the evening Mr. V preached in the hall from those 
most suitable words, What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits? Iwill take cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord.—His words did not fall to the ground: many 
were greatly refreshed. After preaching there. was a sweet 
contest among us; every one thought, I, in particular owe the 
greatest debt of praise: till we jointly agreed to sing, 


spl praise my Maker while ’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 
While life, or thought, or being last, 
Or immortality endures.’ 


“‘ On the Wednesday following, the Select Society met: andit 
was a precious season, Among other things Mr. Fletcher said, 
‘Some of you perhaps may be a little surprised at the step my 
dearest friend and Ihave taken. But I assure you it was the re- 
sult of much prayer and mature deliberation. Five and twenty 
years ago, when I first saw my dear wife, I thought if I ever mar- 

_ried, she should be the person. But she was too rich for me to 
think of. So I banished every thoughtofthe kind, For many years 
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after J had a distaste to a married life, thinking it impossible to be 
as much devoted to God in a married, as ina single life. But this 
objection was removed by reading, Enoch begat sons-and daugh- 
ters. And Enoch walked with God, and was not: for God took 
him. 1 then saw, if Enoch at the head of a family might walk 
with God, and be fit for translation: our souls under the Gospel 
dispensation might attain the highest degree of holiness in a 
similar state, if too great an attachment, Jeading the soul from 
God, rather than to him, did not take place; instead of that, 
which should be a mean of increasing its union.with Jesus. 
Yet still many obstacles stood in my way: but at length they 
were all removed. Every mountain became a plain, and we 
are both well assured, that the step we have taken has the full 
approbation of God.’ : 

“ But to repeat all the precious sayings of this servant of God, 
would require many volumes: for his mouth was always opened 
with wisdom, tendingsto minister grace to the hearers. My 
earnest prayer is, that the spirit of faith and love, and heavenly 
wisdom, may rest upon you also, and guide you in all your ex- 
tensive labours, till they are swallowed up in eternal rest. I re- 
main, Rev. Sir, your unworthy child and servant, 

48. C.? 


5. An extract from one or two of his letters written to some 
intimate friends soon after his marriage will manifest still further 
both the state of his mind on this occasion, and the just, scriptu- 
ral views he had of the new relation into which he had entered. 
Dec. 26, 1781, he writes from Cross-Hall, the former residence 
of Mrs. Fletcher, as follows, to the Hon. Mrs. C. 


“¢ My very dear Friend, 

“The kind part you take in my happiness demands my 
warmest thanks; and I beg you will accept them, multiplied by 
those which my dear partner presents to you. Yes, my dear 
friend, I am married in my old age, and have a new opportunity 
of considering a great mystery, in the most perfect type of our 
Lord’s mystical union with his Church. I have now a new call 
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to pray for a fulness of Christ’s holy, gentle, meek, loving Spi- 
rit, that [may love my wife, as he loved his Spouse, the Church. 
But the emblemis greatly deficient : the Lamb is worthy of his 
Spouse, and. more than worthy ; whereas, I must acknowledge 
myself unworthy of the yoke-fellow whom Heaven has reserved 
for me. She is a person after my own heart; and I make no 
doubt we shall increase the number of the happy marriages in 
the Church militant. Indeed they are not so many, but it may 
be worth a Christian’s while to add one more to the number. 
God declared it was not good that man, a social being, should 
hive alone, and therefore he gave him a help meet for him: for 
the same reason our Lord sent forth his disciples two and two. 
‘Had I searched the three kingdoms, I could not have found one 
brother willing to share, gratis, my weal, wo, and labours ; and 
-complaisant enough to unite his fortunes to mine ; but God has 
found mea partner, a sister, a wife, to use St. Paul’s language, 
who is not afraid to face with me the ¢olliers and bargemen of 
my parish, until death part us. 

** Buried together in our country village, we shall help one 
another to trim our lamps, and wait, as I trust you do continually, 
for the coming of the heavenly Bridegroom. Well, for us the 
heavenly child is born, to us a double son is given, and with him 
the double kingdom of grace and glory. O my dear friend, let 
us press into, and meet in both of these kingdoms. Our Surety 
and Saviour is the way and the door into them ; and, blessed be 
free grace, the way is free as the king’s highway, and the door 
open like the arms of Jesus crucified.” 

January Ist, 1782, he adds, “ I live, blessed be God, to de- 
vote myself again to his blessed service in this world, or in the 
next, and to wish my dear friendsall the blessings of a year of 
Jubilee. Whatever this year bring forth, may it bring us the 
fullest measures of salvation attainable on earth, and the most 
complete preparation for heaven. I have a solemn call to gird 
my loins and keep my lamp burning. Strangely restored to 
health and strength, considering my years; by the good nursing 
of my dear partner, I ventured to preach of late as often‘as I 
did formerly, and after having read prayers and preached twice 
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on Christmas-day, &c. I did last Sunday what I had never done, 
—TI continued doing duty from ten till past four in the afternoon, 
owing to christenings, churchings, and the Sacrament, which I 
administered to a church full of people: so that I was obliged 
to go from the communion-table to begin the evening service, 
and then to visit some sick. 'Thisshas brought back upon me 
one of my old dangerous symptoms, so that I had flattered 
myself in vain to do the whole duty of my own parish. My 
dear wife is nursing me with the tenderest care, gives me up to 
God with the greatest resignation, and helps me to'rejoice, that 
life and death, health and sickness, work alk for our good, and 
are all ours, as blessed instruments to forward us in our journey 
toheaven. We intend to set out for Madeley to-morrow. The 
prospect of a winter’s journey is not sweet; but the prospect of 
meeting you and your dear sister, and lady Mary, and all our 
other companions in tribulation in heaven, is delightful. The 
Lord prepare and fit us for that glorious meeting! Your most 
obliged and affectionate servant, 
J. F.” 


6. The next day they left Cross-Hall as they proposed, and 
set out on their journey to Madeley; on which occasion the 
friend who gives the above account of their marriage, observes : 
“Jan 2, 1782, we had a very solemn parting. But in the midst 
of all the sorrow which we felt, was a sweet assurance that we 
should meet again, not only in this world, but 


‘ Where death shall all be done away, 
And bodies part no more.? 


This brings to my mind a sentence which he wrote to us, a little 
before his death. ‘ Time is short. It remains that we die 
daily. Stand fast in Christ, the resurrection and the life. That 
we may have a happy meeting is the wish and prayer of your 
affectionate friends, 


Joun and Mary Fiercuer,’” 


After their stv at Madeley, he writes to lady Mary Fitz- 
gerald as follows “I thank you, my Lady, for your kind con- 
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gratulations on my marriage. The Lord has indeed blessed me 
with a partner after my own heart,—dead to the world, and 
wanting, as well as myself, to.be filled with all the life of God. 
She joins me in dutiful thanks to your ladyship, for your 
obliging remembrance of her in your kind letter, and will help 
me to welcome you to the little hermitage we spoke of last year 
in London, if your ladyship’s health or taste should call you to 
retire awhile from the hurry of the town.”” And about a year 
after, ina letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, his words are : “ I thank 
you for your hint about exemplifying the love of Christ and his 
Church. Ihope we do. I was afraid at first to say much of 
the matter; for new-married people do not, at first, know each 
other: but having now lived fourteen months in my new state, 
I can tell you, Providence has reserved a prize for me, and that 
my wife is far better to me, than the Church to Christ ; so that 
if the parallel fail, it will be on my side.” 

“From this period,” to use Mr. Gilpin’s words, ‘“ Mr. 
Fletcher considered himself as possessed of the last possible 
addition to his earthly happiness, never mentioning this memo- 
rable event, but with expressions of extraordinary gratitude and 
devotion to the God of all his mercies. And from this time, to 
the other parts of his character must be added that of an atten- 
tive and an affectionate husband, which he maintained with a 
becoming mixture of dignity and sweetness to the day of his 
death. By her Christian conversation, her devotional habits, 
and her spiritual experience, Mrs. Fletcher was peculiarly suit- 
ed toa state of the most entire and intimate fellowship with 
this eminent servant of God. She was of equal standing with 
him in the school of Christ, and of the same uncommon growth 
in grace : she had drank of the same spirit, was actuated by the 
same zeal, and prepared in every respect to accompany him in 
the Christian race. By her discretion and prudence she bore the 
whole weight of his domestic cares; while, by the natural activity 
of her mind, and her deep acquaintance with divine things, she 
seconded his ministerial labours with astonishing success. Like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, these extraordinary persons were both 
eminently righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
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and ordinances of the Lord blameless. In their separate stations 
they had long been distinguished as lights in ‘dark places : but 
after uniting their rays, they shone with redoubled lustre, put- 
ting to silence the ignorance of foolish men, and dissipating the 
prejudices which many had entertained against the truths of the 


Gospel. ccs 

“For the space of almost four years, these Christian yoke- 
fellows continued to enjoy, without interruption, all, the inex- 
pressible felicities of the most complete union ;~ a-union which 
appeared to promote, at once, their own particular happiness; 
and the interests of the people among whom they jointly 
laboured.”’ _. 


= —YIIII— 


CHAPTER IX. ~ 


*, 


From his Marriage till the beginning of his last Illness. 


Ms From the time of his settling at Madeley with Mrs. Flet- 
cher, he had no return of his consumptive disorder. On the 
contrary, by the blessing’of God on her peculiar care and ten- 
derness, not only his health was confirmed, but his strength 
restored as in the days of his youth. In the meantime he took 
care to employ all his returning strength in the work of faith; 
and the labour of love. “I have yet strength enough,” says 
he to Mr. Charles Wesley, Dec. 19, 1782, “‘to do my parish 
duty without the help of a curate. O that the Lord would 
help me to do it acceptably and profitably! The colliers 
begun to rise in this neighbourhood: happily the cockatrice’s 
egg was crushed before the serpent came out. However, 1 
got many a hearty curse from the colliers for the plain words I 
spoke on that occasion. J want to see days of power both 
within and without: but in the meantime I would follow closely 
my light in the narrow path. My wife joins me in respectful 
love to Mrs. Wesley and yourself. 
| 5 
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gratulations on my marriage. The Lord has indeed blessed me 
with a partner after my own heart,—dead to the world, and 
wanting, as well as myself, to.be filled with all the life of God. 
She joins me in dutiful thanks to your ladyship, for your 
obliging remembrance of her in your kind letter, and will help 
me to welcome you to the little hermitage we spoke of last year 
in London, if your ladyship’s health or taste should call you to 
retire awhile from the hurry of the town.”? And about a year 
after, inaletter to Mr. Charles Wesley, his words are : “ I thank 
you for yourhint about exemplifying the love of Christ and his 
Church. Ihope we do. I was afraid at first to say much of 
the matter; for new-married people do not, at first, know each 
other: but having now lived fourteen months in my new state, 
I can tell you, Providence has reserved a prize for me, and that 
my wife is far better to me, than the Church to Christ ; so that 
if the parallel fail, it will be on my side.” 

“From this period,” to use Mr. Gilpin’s words, “ Mr. 
Fletcher considered himself as possessed of the last possible 
addition to his earthly happiness, never mentioning this memo- 
rable event, but with expressions of extraordinary gratitude and 
devotion to the God of all his mercies. And from this time, to 
the other parts of his character must be added that of an atten- 
tive and an affectionate husband, which he maintained with a 
becoming mixture of dignity and sweetness to the day of his 
death. By her Christian conversation, her devotional habits, 
and her spiritual experience, Mrs. Fletcher was peculiarly suit- 
ed toa state of the most entire and intimate fellowship with 
this eminent servant of God. She was of equal standing with 
him in the school of Christ, and of the same uncommon growth 
in grace : she had drank of the same spirit, was actuated by the 
same zeal, and prepared in every respect to accompany him in 
the Christian race. By her discretion and prudence she bore the 
whole weight of his domestic cares; while, by the natural activity 
of her mind, and her deep acquaintance with divine things, she 
seconded his ministerial labours with astonishing success. Like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, these extraordinary persons were both 
eminently righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
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had of learning their lessons. At every meeting, after inquiring, 
Who had made the greatest proficiency ? he distinguished them 
bysome small rewards. 

3. In instructing of children, one great difficulty i is to draw 
and fix their attention. He had a singular gift for doing this, 
as appears by the following anecdote, and others that might be 
related, if need were: Once when he visited Kingswood school, 
having collected all the youths together, and secretly addressed 
the throne of grace, he called for pen, ink, and paper; told the 
scholars he came to seek for volunteers for Christ, and desired 
all those who were willing to enlist in his service, to enter their 
names onthe paper. A peculiar blessing attended the proposal : 
it led several of them to a serious concern for their souls, and 
to a resolution of giving themselves up to live and die am the 
Lord’s service. At another time, when he hada considerable 
number of children before him in a place. in his parish, as he 
was persuading them to mind what they were about, and te 
remember the text which he was going to mention, just then a 
robin flew into the house, and their eyes were presently turned 
after him. ‘“ Now,” said he, “ I see you can attend to that robin. 
Well, I will take that robin for my text.’? He then gave them 
a useful lecture on the harmlessness of that little creature, and 
the tender care of its Creator. . 

4. When he observed that the number of children, iochand 
of falling off, as was expected, increased continually, he wrote 
some proposals to the parish, which were received with the 
greatest unanimity. Many of the rich as well as the trading 
people lent their helping hand, not only to defray the expense 
of teachers, but also to raise a convenient house in Goalbrook- 
Dale, for the instruction of the numerous children that were on 
that side of the parish. 

_ 5. He prefaced the proposals thus: “ Our national depravity 
“ite greatly on these two hinges, the profanation of the Lord’s 
day, and the neglect of the education of children. Till some 
way be found of stopping up these two great inlets of wicked- 
ness, we must expect to see, our workhouses filled with aged 
parents forsaken by their prodigal children, with wives forsaken 
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by their faithless husbands, and with the wretched offspring of 
lewd women and drunken men. Nay, we may expect to see 
the jails, and even the gallows, largely stocked (to the perpetual 
reproach of our nation) with unhappy wretches ready to fall a 
sacrifice to the laws of their country, ‘ Itis a common observa- 
tion, (says Dr. Gibson, late bishop of London,) that public cn- 
minals, when they come to their unhappy end, and make their 
dying declarations to the world, generally charge the sinful 
courses in which they have lived, to the neglect and abuse of the 
Lord’s day, as the first occasion of leading them into all other 
wickedness. And considering how frequently these declarations 
are repeated, and how many other instances of the same kind, 
though less public, are notorious enough to those who will - 
observe them ; they may well be a warning to us to consider a 
religious observation of the Lord’s day as the best preservative 
of virtue and religion, and the neglect and profanation of it as 
the greatest inlet to yice and wickedness.’ ge teicit 
“ A pious clergyman further. observes, ‘The want of edu- 
cation in children is one of the principal causes of the misery of 
families, cities, and nations ; ignorance, vice, and misery, being 
constant companions. The hardest heart must melt at the 
melancholy sight of such a number of children, both male and 
female, who live in gross ignorance and habitual profanation of 
the Lord’s day. What crowds fill the streets and fields, tempt- 
ing each other to idleness, lewdness, and every other species 
of wickedness? Is it any wonder that we should have so many 
undutiful children, unfaithful apprentices, disobedient servants, 
untrusty workmen, disloyal subjects, and bad members of soci-- 
ety ? Whence so much rapine, fornication, and blasphemy ? Do 
not all these evils centre in ignorance and contempt of the Lord’s 
day ? And shall we do nothing to’check these growing evils’ 
“Persons concerned for the welfare of the next generation, 
and well-wishers to church and state, have already set us a fair 
example in Stroud, Gloucester, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, 
Bristol, and many country parishes. They have attempted to 
remedy these evils by setting up Sunday schools, which, by keep- 
ing children from corrupting one another, by promoting their’ 
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attendance on divine worship, and by planting the first princi- 
ples of useful knowledge in their minds, and of piety in their 
hearts, bid fair for a public reformation of manners, and for nip- 
ping, in the. bud, the ignorance and impiety which are every 
where so common among the lower.and more numerous classes 


of people.” . wit » <0 
6. The proposals concerning es asthe in the weal of 
Madeley were as follows :. . 


I. Itis proposed, That Sunday schools be set up in this parish, 
for such children as are employed all the week, and for those 
whose education has been hirtherto totally neglected. 

II. That the children admitted into these be taught reading, 
writing, and the principles of religion. 

II]. That there be a school for boys, and another for girls, in 
Madeley, Madeley Wood, and Coalbrook-Daley six #0 all. 

[V.. That a subscription be opened to pay each teacher one 
shilling per Sunday, and to buy tables, forms, books, pens, and 
ink. 

V. That two treasurers be appointed to ai and receive the 
contributions of the subscribers. Litt 

VI. That whosoever subscribes one guinea a year spall» ies a 
governor. 

VI. That three or four ienelaie be ao Ain are. to 
visit the schools once a week, to see that the children attend 
regularly, and the masters do their duty. 

VUI. That a book be provided, for setting down all siete 
and expenses ; and another for the names of the teachers and 
the scholars. Amie 

IX. That the sehools be solemnly visited once or twice a year : 
and a premium given to the children that have made the greatest 
improvement. 

7. As to the success of his unwearied labours, although he 
was much discouraged when he first returned from abroad, 
finding so many of those who had once run well, grown weary 
and faint in their minds; yet it was not long before he found 
fresh cause to rejoice, and to know that God was with him of a 
truth. It was not long before he observed a general reforma- 
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tion had taken place in the parish. And it was not only an out- 
ward reformation, even of many that had been notorious for all 
manner of wickedness; but an inward also: many, both young 
and old, having learned to worship God in spirit and in truth. A 
considerable number of these still mourn their loss of him, as 
sheep bereaved of their shepherd. And yet one cannot doubt, 
but a still larger:company of his own children have hailed him 
on the celestial’shore. But the season “is coming when all 
secrets shall be laid open; and all the jewels of his crown shall 
be made manifest in that day. 

8. One instance of the effect of his sidekale he mentioned 
some years since at Bristol. “ One Sunday,” said he, “ when I 
had done reading prayers at Madeley, | went up into the pulpit, 
intending to preach a sermon, which 1 had prepared for that 
purpose. But my mind was so confused that | could not recol- 
lect either my text ‘er any part of my sermon. I was afraid I 
should be obliged to come down, without saying any thing.— 
But having recollected myself a little, I thought I would say 
something on the first lesson, which was the third chapter of 
Daniel, containing the account of the three worthies cast into 
the fiery furnace : I found, in doing it, such an extraordinary assis- 
tance from God, and such a singular enlargement of heart, that 
I supposed there must be some peculiar cause for it. I there- 
fore desired, if any of the congregation had met with any thing 
particular, they would acquaint me with it in the ensuing week. 

“ In consequence of this, the Wednesday after, a person came, 
and gave me the following account.—Mrs. K. had been: for 
some time much concerned about her soul. She attended the 
church at all opportunities, and spent much time in private 
prayer. At this, her husband (who is a butcher) was exceed- 
ingly enraged, and threatened severely what he would do, if 
she did not leave off going to John Fletcher’s church: yea, if | 
she dared to go any more to any religious meetings whatever. 
When she told him, she could not in conscience refrain from 
going, at least to the parish church, he grew quite outrageous, 
and swore dreadfully, if she went any more, he would cut her 
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throat as soon as she came home. This made her cry mightily 
to God that he would support her in the trying hour. And 
though she did not feel any great degree of comfort, yet having a 
sure confidence in God, she determined to go on in her duty, 
and leave the event to him. Last Sunday, after many strug- 
gles with the devil and her own heart, she came down stairs 
ready for church. Her husband asked her, whether she was 
resolved to go thither? She told him she was. ‘ Well then,’ 
said he, ‘I shall,not, as I intended, cut your throat; but I will 
heat the oven, and throw you into it, the moment you come 
home. Notwithstanding this threatening, which he enforced 
with many bitter oaths, she. went to church, praying all the 
way that God would strengthen her to suffer whatever might 
befall her. While you were speaking of the three Hebrews 
whom Nebuchadnezzar cast into the burning fiery furnace, 
she found it all belonged to her, and God applied every word 
to her heart. And when the sermon was ended, she thought, 
if she had a thousand lives, she could lay them all down for 
God. She felt her whole soul so filled with his love, that she 
hastened home, fully determined to give herself to whatsoever 
God pleased: nothing doubting but that either he would take 
her to heaven, if he suffered her to be burnt to death, or that 
he would. some way deliver her even as he did his three 
servants that trusted in him. But when she opened the door, 
to her astonishment and comfort she found her husband’s wrath 
abated, and soon had reason to believe that he was under a 
concern for the salvation of his soul. The next Lord’s day; 
contrary to his former ungodly custom, he attended divine 
service at the church, and even received the Lord’s Supper. 
These good impressions, however, it is feared, have not pro- 
duced any lasting change on his heart and life. But I now 
know why my sermon was taken from me, namely, that. God 
might thus magnify his mercy.” 
6. Many were the dangers he went dhrewigh in the ¢ course 
of his ministry; but the Lord delivered him out of them all. 
One of these Mrs. Fletcher relates in the following words: 
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“My husband having appointed to preach one Sunday at a 
church about fourteen miles off, I felt some concern for his 
riding so far, and doing the whole Sunday’s duty twice: 
especially as it was necessary for him to return home the same 
night. The evening being exceeding dark and wet, I was 
strongly led: to commend him to Godin prayer. While I was 
doing this, it was suggested to me, that his horse was fallen, 
and had thrown him over his head: and the whole scene ap- 
peared to be clearly represented before my eyes. ‘My God,’ 
said 1, ‘he is thine. His life, his limbs, -his health, all are 
thine! I commit him to thee by faith.’ Immediately that 
word was impressed on my heart, The righteous is in the hand 
of the Lord: and there shall no evil touch him. And it filled 
my soul with such a sweetness, that I could feel no fear. The 
night was uncommonly bad, which occasioned many friends to 
continue with me. And while they expressed their great un- 
easiness at his staying two hours longer than’ we could well 
account for, I was obliged to hide the calmness I felt by si- 
lence, lest some should have supposed it insensibility. At last 
he» came well, and: praising God; but asked*for water to wash 
himself, because his horse had fallen, and thrown him with 
great force over his head. Yet, glory be to God, he was no 
way hurt, except having a little skin grazed from one of his 
fingers. Ashe set the Lord always before him, so he found his 
help in every time of need.” 

10. Inthe beginning of the year 1783, his kind friend and 
host, Mr. Greenwood, was called away. On this mournful oc- 
easion he writes/as follows to Mrs. Thornton. | i 

‘“‘ Yesterday I received your melancholy, joyful letter, as I 
came from the Sacrament, where the grace of God had armed 
me to meet the awful news. And is my merciful host gone 
to reap the fruit.of his mercy tome? I thought I should have 
been permitted to go first and welcome him into everlasting 
habitations ; but Providence has ordered it otherwise, and I am 
left behind, to say, with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, The 
Lord gave, and has taken away, and blessed be his holy name. 
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“The glory with which his setting sun was gilded, is the 
greatest comfort by which Heaven could alleviate his loss. Let 
me die as he did, and let my last endybe like his! I was so sen- 
sibly affected by your account,’ that I could not ‘help reading 
part of your letter at church in the afternoon; and desiring all 
the congregation.to join me in thanksgiving, for the-late mer- 
cies he had vouchsafed to my generous benefactor. On such 
occasions let sighs be lost in praise; and repming in humble 
submission and thankful acquiescence. I hope dear Mrs. Green- 
wood mixes a tear’of joy with a tear of sorrow. Who would not 
be landed on the other side the stream of time, if he were sure 
of such a passage?) Who would wish his best friend back on 
the shores of sorrow, so triumphantly left by Mr. Greenwood? » 

“So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more; and Lazarus is 
till alive! » What scenes does this world afford? But the most 
amazing is certainly that of Emmanuel crucified and offering us 
pardons and crowns of glory!- May we ever gaze at that won- 
derful object, until it has formed us into-love, peace, and joy! 
We thank you for the sweet name you still call us by, and we 
heartily take the hint, and subscribe ourselves, your wep: 
name eign: and ready servants in Christ, 

: J. and M. Fr 


11. Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher had been earnestly requested by 
several serious persons at Dublin, to come over and spend a 
few weeks in that city, for the purpose of promoting the interests 
of religion, by their godly exhortations and example. As long as 
civility or piety would suffer it, they declined the journey: but 
after being repeatedly urged to undertake: it, at the united in- 
stances of the Methodist Society, they judged it improper any 
longer to withhold their consent, lest in disregarding the solici- 
tations of a willing people, they should disobey the summons of 
God. Accordingly, in the summer of this year, (1789,) they 
accepted the invitation, and appeared for a season in another 
kingdom, as two burning and shining lights. A gentleman of 
Dublin, who enjoyed much of their company during this holy 
visit writes as follows : 
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“J wish it were in my power to send you any anecdotes of our 
dear deceased friend. But, unless I were to send you an 
account of the words and actions of every day, I know not 
where to begin. One particular circumstance, however, I will 
relate.—Upon his going to leave us, knowing the scanty pittance 
he received from his parish, we thought it but an act of common 
honesty to refund him the expense he had been at in coming, 
and to bear his charges back again. Accordingly, after he had 
preached, on the last evening of his stay among us, the steward 
and trustees united to press his acceptance of a small purse, not 
as a present, but as a debt justly due to him.. But he firmly and 
absolutely refused it. At length, being very urgent with him, 
and importunate to an‘excess, he took the purse in his hand. 
‘Well,’ said he, ‘do you really force it upon me?’ Must 1 
accept of it? Is it entirely mine? And may I do with it as I 
please?” ‘ Yes, yes,’ we allreplied. ‘ God be praised then, God 
be praised,’ said he, casting his' brimful eyes to heaven, ‘ behold 
what a mercy is here! Your poor’s fund was just out: I heard 
some of you complaining that it was never so low before. 
Take this purse. God has‘sent it you, raised it among your- 
selves, and bestowed it upon your poor. You cannot deny me. 
It is sacred to them. God be praised! I thank you, I heartily 
thank you, my dear, kind brethren.’ 

“‘ Thus was his free Gospel a bountiful provision for our poor, 
while this last generous action served to harrow in the precious 
seed that his labour of love had been sowing among us. Indeed 
it was a crowning of his labours, a sealing of his message, that 
will never be forgotten by us, that is registered in the pages of 
eternity, and will follow him among those works that he ever 
gloried to cast at the feet of Jesus.” 

12, From Dublin, Aug. 23, he wrote to lady Mary Fitzgerald 
as follows : 


“ Honoured and dear Madam, 

“JT see the truth of those words of our Lord, In me ye shal! 
have peace, comfort, strength and joy; Be of good cheer. We 
came here to see the members of our Lord, and we find you 

40 
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removed, and removing farther still than you now are. What 
does:this providence teach us? I learn that I-must rejoice in 
the Lord above all his members, and find them all in him, who 
fills all in all; who is the life of all our friends, the joy of all our 
brethren. If our Lord be your life, your strength, and your all, 
you cannot go from your spiritual friends; they will meet you in 
the common centre of all life and righteousness ; there they will 
bless you, rejoice in your joy, and sympathize in your sorrow. 

“If Providence call you to England by Scotland, by which 
route your ladyship apprehends so much difliculty, you know we 
must, at least, go to heaven by a way, equally painful,—the nar- 
row way, the way marked with blood, and with the tears and 
cross of the Son of God; and if we follow him weeping, we shall 
return with everlasting joy on our heads. Even now the fore- 
taste of those joys is given to us through hope, for by hope we are 
saved. Let our faith and hope be in God, rooted and grounded 
in him, who gives vital heat to our hearts, and who fans there 
the spark of grace which his ‘mercy has kindled; and may that 
spark, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, become a fire of 
holy love, heavenly zeal, and heavenly glory. Such power 
belongeth to the Almighty. 

“My dear partner, who, like myself, is deeply sensible of 
your ladyship’s kindness in remembering us, joins me in thanks 
for your obliging note, and in cordial wishes, that’ all the desires 
of your believing soul may be granted you both for time, death, 
and eternity. We subscribe ourselves, with grateful sincerity, 
honoured Madam, your devoted servants in our bleeding Lord, 

J. and M. F.” 


13. While in Dublin, Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher were entertained 
chiefly at the house of William Smyth, Esq. On their return to 
Madeley, in November, they expressed their gratitude for the 
kindness shown them in the following words : 


“ Dear Sir, . ¥ 


The many great favours you have loaded us with, during 
our long stay under your hospitable roof, prompted us to make 
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‘the earliest acknowledgment of our obligations, and to beg you 
would ‘receive our warmest thanks for such unexpected and 
undeserved tokens of your brotherly love. But the desire of 
filling our only frank, has hindered their being more early traced 
upon paper; though they have been, are now, and, we trust, 
shall ever be, deeply engraven on our hearts. You have united 
for us the Irish hospitality, the English cordiality, and the French 
politeness. And now Sir, what shall we say? You are our gene- 
rous benefactor, and we are your affectionate, though unprofita- 
ble servants. Invone ‘sense we are on a level with those, to 
whom you show charity i in the streets: we can do nothing but 
pray for you, your’ dear partner, and yours. You kindly re- 
ceived us for Christ’s sake ; may God receive you freely for his 
sake also! You have borne with our infirmities:—the Lord 
bear with yours also! You have let your servant serve us ;— 
the Lord give all his servants and his angels charge concerning 
you, that you hurt not your foot against a stone, and may be helped 
out of every difficulty! You have given us a most pleasing 
resting place, and comfortable apartment under your roof, and 
next your own chamber :—the Lord grant you eternal rest with 
him in his heavenly mansions! May he himself be your habita- 
tion and resting place for ever; and place you and yours with 
his own jewels, in the choicest repository of precious things! 
- You have fed us with the richest food :—may the giver of every 
perfect gift fit you for a place at his table, and may you rank 
there with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! You have given us 
wines :—-may you drink with Christ himself, the fruit of the 
vine, new in your Father’s kingdom! You have given us 
a rich provision for the way :—when you cross the flood, the 
deep flood'of death, may you find that your heavenly Lord has 
made such a rich provision of faith, righteousness, hope, and joy 
for you, that you may rejoice, triumph, and sing, while you leave 
your earthly friends to go home! which, by the by, is more than 
we were enabled todo ; for instead of singing in our cabins, there 
was very different melody. 

_ * However, we could soon, with grateful, joyful hearts, look 
back from the British to the Irish shore, and greet in spirit the 
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dear friends we had left there. The Lord bless and increase 
them in spiritual, and if best for them, in temporal goods also! 
The Lord crown them and theirs with loving-kindness, and’mer- 
cies equal to the love of our God, and the merits of our Saviour! 
And now, dear Sir, what shall Tadd? I cannot now even see 
my Bible, but through the medium of your love, and the token 
with which it alternately loads my pocket and my hand. I can- 
not even seal a letter with a good wafer, but I find a new call 
to repeat my thanks to you. I would begin again, but my scrap 
of paper is full, as well as my heart ; and I must spare a line to 
tell you that I had the pleasure of seeing our kind benefactress, 
Mrs. Smyth, safe at» Bristol, with her little charge, and lady 
Mary. We remain, dear Sir, your most affectionate and most 


obliged pensioners and servants, 
J. and M. F.” 


At the same time they addressed an affectionate letter to the 
members of the Methodist Society in Dublin, from which I pre- 
sent the reader with the following short extract : 


© To all the dear Brethren, who after kindly inviting John and 
Mary Fletcher, patiently bearing-with them and their infirmi- 
ties, and entertaining them: in the most hospitable, Christian 
manner, have added to all their former favours, that of thank- 
ing them for their most pleasant and profitable journey :— 


“ Brethren, and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

“‘ We had felt shame enough under the sense of your kindness 
and patience towards us, and of our unprofitableness towards you, 
when at Dublin. You needed not have added to our shame by 
the new token of your love, the friendly letter we have received 
from you. We are indebted to you, dear brethren ; we owed you 
the letter of thanks you have gratuitously sent. But in ail things 
you will have the pre-eminence, and we are glad to drink the cup 
of humility at your fect. May the Lord, who can part the sea 
by the touch of a rod, and could at first cain earth to bring 
forth abundantly all manner of trees and plants, without seed, 
so bless the seed of the word, which we sowed in great weak- 
ness among you, as to make it produce a full crop of humble 
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repentance, cheerful faith, triumphant hope, and the sanctifying 
influences of God’s Spirit in your hearts, in all your families, 
in all your assemblies, and in your whole Society! If your 
profuse liberality towards us, abounded to the comfort of our 
poor brethren, we doubly rejoice on your account, and on 
theirs.” 

14. The laying the foundation of the Sunday-schools at 
Madeley, was the last public work in which he was employed. 
But as the liberalyman is ever devising. liberal things, he had 
several plans in his mind for providing for a great number of 
desolate children, brought up only to beg and steal. Such this 
‘populous parish, and indeed most others, afford in great abun- 
dance. He had likewise proposed writing various little tracts, 
for the use of the schools. But He who cannoterr, saw good to 
call his servant hence to enjoy, rather than leave him here to do 
and suffer. 

15. I shall conclude this chapter with some short extracts 
from two or three of his letters to his friends ; written during 
the last year of his life. These I shall here insert with a view 
to show that his ideas of, and zeal for, spiritual, experimental, 
and practical religion, including universal holiness of heart and 
life, continued unvaried to the end of his days, and that to the 
last he “ walked by the same rule,” by which he had walked | 
from the beginning, “ minded the same things,”’ and persevered, 
“‘ to press to the mark, for the prize of his high calling,” never 
satisfied with what he had attained. 

Sept. 13, 1784, he writes to Mr. Ireland thus ;—“ Surely the 
Lord keeps us both in slippery places, that we may still sit 
loose to all below.’ Let us do so more and more, and make the 
best of those days, which the Lord grants us to finish the work 
he has given us to do. O let us fall in with the gracious designs 

_ of his providence: trim our lamps, gird our loins, and prepare 
to escape to the heavenly shore, as Paul did, when he saw 
the leaky ship ss to go to the bottom, and made himself 
ready to swim to the land. 

“| keep in my centry-box till Providence remove me: my 
situation is quite suited to my little strength ; I may do as much 
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or as little as I please, according to my weakness : and I have 
an advantage which I can have no where else, in such a 
degree :—my little field of action is just at my door, so-that 
if I happen to overdo myself, I have but a step from my pulpit 
to my bed, and from my bed to my grave. If I, had a body 
full of vigour, and a purse full of money, I should like well 
enough, to travel about, as Mr. Wesley does ; but as Previdence 
does not call:me to it, I readily submit. The snail does best 
in its shell: were it to aim at galloping hke,the race-horse, it 
would be ridiculous indeed. J thank God, my wife, who joins 
me in thanks to you for your kind offer, is quite of my mind 
with respect to the call we have to a sedentary life.. We are 
two poor invalids, who between us make Aaéf a labourer,. 

“ She sweetly helps me to drink the dregs of life, and to 

carry with case’ the daily cross., Neither of us are long for 
this world; we see it, we feel it, and by looking at death and 
his Conqueror, we fight beforehand our.last battle, with that 
last enemy, whom. our dear Lord hath overcome for us.” 
» Jan. 21, 1785, he says to Mrs. Thornton, “* Between the 
living and the dead, (being dying worms ourselves,) what man- 
ner of people ought we to bein our generation? If we cannot 
be what we would, burning and shining lights, showing forth 
the glory, the mercy, the love of our Lord, as those, who flame 
with indefatigable zeal, and run a race of immense labours, let 
us at least lie meekly at Christ’s feet, as Mary, or patiently 
hang on the cross, as our common Lord. 

“J want much to know how you alldo in soul and body : 
as for me, I make just shift to fill up my little centry-box, by the 
help of my dear partner. Had we more strength we should 
have opportunity enough to exert it. O that we were but 
truly faithful in our little place! Your great stage of London 
is too high for people of little ability and little strength, and 
therefore, we are afraid of venturing upon it, lest the con- 
sequence should be our bringing new burdens,on our generous 
friends. We should be glad to rise high in usefulness; but 
God, who needs us not, calls us to sink in deep resignation and 
humility. His will be done !”” 
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To Mr. Henry Brooke, Feb. 28, his words are: “ We are all 
shadows. Your mortal parent hath passed away; and we pass 
away after him. Blessed be the Author of every good and 
perfect gift for the shadow’ of his eternal paternity displayed to 
us in our deceased parents. What was good, loving, and lovely 
in them, is hid with Christ in God ; where we’ may still enjoy it 
implicitly, and where we shall explicitiy enjoy it, when he shall 
appear. A lesson I learn daily is to see things and persons in 
their invisible root, and in their elernal principle ; where they 
are not subject to change, decay, and death; but where they 
blossom and shine in the primeval excellence allotted them by 
their gracious Creator. By these means, I learn to walk by 
faith, and not by sight; but like a child, instead of walking 
straight and firm in this good, spiritual way, I am still apt to 
cling here or there; which makes me cry, ‘ Lord, let me see 
all things more clearly, that I may never mistake a shadow for 
the substance, nor put any creature, no not for a moment, in 
the place of the Creator; who deserves to be loved, admired, 
and sought after, with all the powers of our souls.’ 

“Tracing his image in all the foot-steps of nature, or look- 
ing for the divine signature on every creature, as we would 
look for the king’s image on an old, rusty medal, is true phi- 
losophy ; and to find out that, which is of God in ourselves, is 
true wisdom, genuine godliness. I hope you will never be 
afraid, nor ashamed of it. I see no danger in these studies 
and meditations, provided we still keep the end in view,—the 
all of God, and the shadowy nothingness of all that is visible. 

“With respect to the great pentecostal display of the 
Spirit’s glory, I still look for it within and without ; and to look 
for it aright is the lesson I am learning. 

“Tam glad your partner goes on simply and believingly. 
Such a companion is a great blessing, if you know how to 
make use of it. For “when two of you shal! agree touching 
any one thing in prayer,*it shall be done.’ My wife and I en- 
deavour to fathom the meaning of that deep promise ; join your 
line to ours, and let us search what, after all, exceeds know- 
ledge,—I mean the wisdom and the power, the love and faith- 
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fulness of God. Adieu. Be God’s, as the French ‘say 5 and see 
God yours in Christ.” 

The last letter, probably, which he wrote, dated J “ 19, 
1785, about three weeks before his death, and.a fortnight before 
he was taken ill, is addressed to his faithful friend Mr. Ireland, 
in the following words, 


** My dear Friend, 

“ Blessed be God, we are still alive, and in the midst of many 
infirmities, we enjoy a degree of health, spiritual and bodily. 
O how good was the Lord to come as Son of Man to live here 
for us, and to come in his Spirit to live in us for ever! This is 
amystery of godliness: The Lord make us full witnesses of it! 

“‘ A week ago, I was tried to the quick by a fever with which 
my dear wife was afflicted: two persons whom she had visited, 
having been carried off, within a pistol-shot of our house, I 
dreaded her being the third. But the Lord hath heard prayer, 
and she is spared. Owhatis life! On what a slender thread 
hang everlasting things! My comfort however, is, that this thread 
is as strong as the will of God, and the word of his grace, which 
cannot be broken.—That grace and peace, love, and thankful 
joy, may ever attend you, 1s the wish of your most obliged friends, 


J. and M. F.” 


—— WIV — 


CHAPTER X. 
His Character, taken chiefly from the Rev. Mr. Gilpin’s Account. 


iy AuruoucH it be the method of almost all writers,* to 
place the character of the person whose life they write, at the 
conclusion of their work, there seems to be a particular reason 
for pursuing a different plan with respect to Mr. Fletcher. God 
gave such an uncommon display of his power and goodness, in be- 
half of his highly favoured servant, at his death, that it seems quite 
proper, the account of that last scene, should close the history of 


* Mr. Wesley’s Life of Fletcher. 
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him, and:that nothing should follow it. I shall therefore here 
insert the best account I can collect of the character of this great 
and good man. | But as we have scarce any light from himself, 
there is a peculiar difficulty inthe way. ‘ He was on all occa- 
sions,’ as Mr. Wesley, has justly observed, “ very uncommonly 
reserved in speaking of himself, whether in writing or conver- 
sation. He hardly ever said any thing concerning himself, 
unless it slipped from him unawares. And among the great 
number of papers which he*has Jleft,*there’ is scarce a page, 
(except that single account of his conversion to God) relative 
either to his own:inward experience, or- the transactions of his 
life. So that the most of the»information we have is gathered 
up, either from short hints scattered up and down i in his letters, 
from what he had occasionally dropped among his friends, or 
from what one and another remembered concerning him.” 

2. From the imperfect account; however, which has already 
been given of him, any discerning pérson may, with'very little 
difficulty, extract his character. In general, it. is easy to. per- 
ceive, that a more excellent man has not appeared in the church 
for. some ages. It is true, in several ages, and in several coun- 
tries, many men have excelled in particular virtues and graces. 
But who can point out, in any age or nation, one that so highly, 
excelled in all? One that was enabled, in so large a measure, to 
put on the whole armour of God? Yea, so to put on Christ as to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God ? 

8. It is evident, as Mr. Gilpin relates,* that his life might, 
with the greatest propriety, be. termed, “a life of: faith.” 
Through the whole of his Christian pilgrimage he walked by — 
faith, not by sight. By faith he embraced the truths of the Gos- 
pel, when they were first proposed to him in plainness and sum- 
plicity ; not, barely admitting, but relying upon them with, an 
entire confidence. By faith he relinquished the world, while it 
presented him with many,flattering prospects, choosing rather to 
suffer affliction withthe people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 


* Portrait, page 42. 
Ai 
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of sin for a seasons By faith he endured:the displeasure» of his 
friends, and patiently suffered their contradiction, esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of the world, 
and having respect unto the recompense of rewards By faith he 
engaged himself in the Christian warfare, unmoved either by its 
difficulties, or its dangers; and by faith he endured to the end, as 
seeing Him who is invisible. Though his faith was always in- 
creasing, yet, during his Christian profession, there never was a 
time in which he was regarded as ‘a man, weak, or wavering in 
the faith of the Gospel. On the contrary, he seems to have 
borne a strong resemblance to those two extraordinary charac- 
ters, whose fait: on their very first-application to Christ, not 
only procured his: pprobation, but appeared to excite his asto- 
nishment. ~*~ - 

4. His faith was frequently put to the severest tests; but, 
after being tried to the uttermost, it remained unshaken. He 
regarded the promises of God as the firm supports of this grace, 
nor was he ever seen to'stagger at any of those promises through 
unbelief. If the promise: was. great and important; if its full 
accomplishment was even doubted by his most esteemed fellow- 
labourers: yet this holy man continued strong in faith, giving 
glory to God; being fully persuaded, that what he had promised 
he was able also to perform. By this mighty grace he engaged 
in the most difficult duties, and saw many mountainous obstacles 
removed from his path. By this he was enabled to bear the 
heat and burden of the day; and, by this, notwithstanding all the 
discouragements that could be thrown in his way; he went-on 
from conquering to conquer. 

5. “The nature of his faith was evidenced by the works it 
produced. He stood not as a cumberer of the ground in his 
Master’s vineyard; but like a tree planted by the water side, he 
Brought forth -his fruit in. due season. He stood as an humble 
representation of that Tree of Life, which grows by the river 
of Paradise ; for in his fruit there was a wonderful variety, and 
every successive season was with him a season of spiritual plenty. 
He not only bore that delicate kind of fruit which requires the 
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sunshine of; prosperity; but -produced, with equal luxuriance, 
those hardier. graces which can. only be matured by the rigours 
of adversity. 

-» 6. “It is the privilege of every Christian to “i united ‘to 
Christ :. that, as he and the Father are one, so his disciples may 
be one with their adorable Master. This privilege, in its lowest 
sense, is inconceivably estimable in the. Church of Christ; but 
by this eminent. servant of God. it was enjoyed: in a more than 
ordinary degree. ‘His union with the blessed Jesus, answerable 
tothe greatness of his faith,.was intimate and constant. He ex- 
perienced.the fulfilment of that condescending promise, If any 
man hear my voice, and-open the door, 1 willcome in to him, and 
sup with him, and he with me: he obeyed the summons and 
received the promised visitant; and from that time his heart 
became the dwelling-place of Christ. There he experienced 
the teachings of. uncreated wisdom, and held ineffable commu- 
anion with the Juthor and Finisher of faith, imbibing abundantly 
_ the Spirit of his Divine Instructer,-and sitting under his shadow 
with great delight. By this sacred intercourse, continued from 
day to day, his union with Christ became so entire, that he was 
at length enabled to adopt the expressive declaration. of the 
great apostle,—I live, yet not “~ Christ liveth in me. 

7. “'The strictness'of this union. was evinced by his whole 
disposition and carriage. The mind.that was in Christ, was 
discovered also in him. He denied himself, he took up his 
cross, and trod in the footsteps of his Master. He cheerfully 
submitted to the yoke of Jesus, and was effectually taught by 
his:example to be meek and lowly in heart. .He breathed the 
language of universal benevolence, and.copied the character of 
his Lord with so great exactness that.all men took knowledge of 
him that he had been with Jesus. Fellowship with Christ is, 
with the generality of Christians, a state of much uncertainty, 
and subject to many changes; but, by this holy man, it was 
well nigh uninterruptedly enjoyed,, through all the different 
stages of the spiritual Jife. It was his consolation in the sea- 
gon of adversity, and:his-glory in the day of rejoicing; it sus- 
tained him in the hour of temptation, and afforded him peace 
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in the midst of trouble. At home or abroad, he still was sit 
ting with Christ Jesus in heavenly places. In sickness or 
health, he daily conferred with this Physician of inestimable 
value. In honour or dishonour, he’ still was dignified with 
the favour of this Everlasting King. In short, the whole circle 
of his Christian friends are ready to testify, that neither tribu- 
lation, nor distress, nor persecution, nor life, nor death, were 
able to separate this faithful pastor from the love of Christ ; for 
whom he suffered the loss of all things, and by whose — 
presence that loss was abundantly overpaid.” a! 
8. Next to his faith, and the union and communion which 
he had. with Christ thereby, we may notice his patience and 
fortitude, under the various trials whereby his faith and other 
graces were eXel aia. “Thou, O Ged, hast tried us like as 
silver 1s tried, has been the language,” observes Mr. Gilpin, 
“of the faithful in every period of the church: for whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth. Of that chastisement, whereof all the children of the 
kingdom are partakers, Mr. Fletcher was not without painful 
share. He had fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, and 
could bear ample testimony to the fatherly corrections of ‘that 
righteous God, whose fire 2s% nd his furnace in Jerusalem. 
His trials were of various kinds, frequently repeated ; many 
times of long continuance ; and, on some occasions, peculiarly 
severe. But from whatever quarter his trials arose, whether 
he suffered through bodily infirmity and pain, from the infidelity 
of false brethren; or from the despitefulness of open enemies, 
he suffered as a man unreservedly devoted to the will of'God, . 
regarding neither ease; nor health, the consolations: of social 
intercourse, nor the estimation of the world, but so far as 
they tended to promote either the welfare of his sea or 
the en of their common Lord. 
“Three things were especially observable in his siadinds 
ae respect to trials in general. », ~ 
“First. He was careful never to plunge himself into dificul- 
ties through, inadvertence and precipitation. Conscious that 
his path was encompassed with innumerable dangers and snares, 
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he proceeded in his course with the utmost wariness and cir- 
cumspection, deliberating on the tendency of every expression, 
and weighing the probable consequences of every step. With- 
out swerving to the one hand by intemperate zeal, or to the 
other ‘by worldly. comphance, he steadily persevered in the 
path of duty, endeavouring to have, always, a conscience void of 
offence toward God, and toward men. 

- “Secondly. Wherever he saw a trial awaiting him, in the 
order of Providence, ‘how’ terrific an aspect soever it might 
wear, he went on to meet it without the least indication of 
despondency or fear.’ He esteemed no difficulty too great to 
be’-surmounted, no cross too heavy to be endured, nor any 
enemy too strong to be opposed, in the way of Gods appoint- 
ment. Here he considered himself as under *the immediate 
protection’ of the Almighty, and knowing in Rhion he believed, 
he committed the keeping of his soul to him in ree as unto 
a faithful Creator. 

.“ Thirdly: He entered into. the conflict: under a lively im- 
pression of the truth of that apostolic declaration: Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation ; for when he is tried he shall 
recevve the crown of life. This sentiment sustained him in’ the 
day of trouble, and. produced in him'a-degreé of fortitude pro- 
portioned to the severity of the trial. He could smile under 
the langours of disease, and the’ violence of pain’; he could 
hear, without emotion, the reproaches of malice, and receive, 
without resentment, the shafts of ingratitude ; counting it all joy 
when he fell into divers temptations, and glorifying the Lord in 
; mr aaa fires of affliction. » 

0. “ But while he discovered an elias degree of firm- 
promt the sharpest trials, he was.a perfect stranger to that 
stoical:sullenness which steels the heart against the attacks of 
adversity. His fortitude was sustained, not by insensibility, but 
by patience and resignation. Through the most afflicting pro- 
vidential dispensations his attention was fixed upon that won- 
drous example of patient suffering which was exhibited in the 
High Priest of his profession : and if ever his sensibility con- 
strained him to cry out, Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
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from me; his resignation as constantly disposed him to add, 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done. . Such was the con- 
duct of Mr. Fletcher with respect to trials of ‘every kind. He 
never created them through imprudence; he never avoided 
them through timidity ; he never endured them, but with an 
uncommon share of fortitude and patience : it may be added, 
that he never experienced the removal of a trial without thank- 
fully ascribing his support under it, and his deliverance from it, 
to the gracious interference of that invisible arm which is 
mighty to saves 

11. “ With such dispositions, it is not difficult to conceive, 
that like om Mishael, and Azariah, he held communion 
with the So d inthe hottest furnace of affliction ; so-that, 
like Job, he / {68th from the most grievous trials as gold 
purified in the fire. The friends he has left behind him can 
joyfully testify, that he had learned the happy art of glorying 
even in tribulations, from a consciousness that tribulation work- 
eth patience; and patience, experience; and emperience, hope. 
Nay, they are further prepared to testify, that his hope was 
matured into the fullest’ assurance, when they recollect how he 
would frequently come forth from a’state of keen distress, repeat- 
ing the confidential exclamation 1 the great apostle: Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? Nay, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors, iepreh him ~~ 
hath loved us.” . 

12, His devotion to the Lord Jesus was equal to his faith in 
him, and his other graces. ‘“ Though this be strictly enjoined 
by the church,” as is justly observed by the author last quoted,* 
“it is rarely discernible in the conduct of her members. As the 
majority of Christians are satisfied with a superficial knowledge 
of the Redeemer, so their devotion to him is purely of a pro- 
fessional nature. Their attachment to Christ may dispose them 
to some few external marks'of respect towards him, but is insuf- 
ficient to produce in them any single act of genuine obedience, 
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or self-denial. They reverence his name, while they reject his 
authority ; and acknowledge him as a Saviour, while they re- 
fuse to follow him asa guide. In all these respects it was 
totally otherwise with the.mam whose character is here faintly 
delineated. His devotion to Christ was sincere and unreserved, 
first, as a private Christian, and afterward as a minister of the 
Gospel. As a private Christian, he was a strict and constant 
follower of the blessed Jesus, renouncing for his sake, all the 
transient gratifications, of time and sense. Whatever he had 
formerly admired and pursued, he voluntarily laid at the feet of 
his-Lord. Those requisitions of Christ, which are generally 
looked upon as strict in the extreme, he submitted to without a 
murmur: cutting off the right hand, plucking que the right eye, 
and casting away whatever might prove offensive to his spot- 
less Master, with all the determination of a deep-rooted attach- 
- ment, He cast aside every weight, he resisted every sin, and 
neglected nothing that might prove either the sincerity of his 
zeal, or the,fervour of his‘ love. He dedicated his time, his 
studies, his. acquisitions, and his substance, to the service of his 
Lord; and desired to present him, at once, with his whole being, 
as a living sacrifice, expressive of hisyentire devotion. 

13. “As a minister of thé Gospel, his devotion to Christ was 
expressed, if possible, in a still ore: absolute manner. He 
entered more ‘universally. mto his service, and manifested a 
greater degree of zeal for the honour of his name. He imi- 
tated his perfections in a more unlimited sense, and interested 
himself more deeply in the extension of his kingdom upon earth. 
His renunciation of the world became more complete, and his 
self-denial more strict. He acted with greater resolution, and 
suffered with greater firmness, in the cause of Christianity. His 
devotion to Christ was now carried to a higher pitch than most 
Christians are willing to believe attainable in the present life. 
He had. no interest to serve, no inclination to gratify, nor any 
eonnexion to maintain, but such as was entirely conformable te 
the nature of his union with the holy Jesus. Wherever he 
came, he breathed the spirit of devotion, and wherever he was 
familiarly known, the purity, the fervour, the resolution, and the 
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constancy of that devotion, were universally apparent. He 
daily felt and acted in conformity to the powerful obligations by 
which he was bound to the Captain of his salvation. His vows 
of inviolable-affection and fidelity were solemnly renewed, as 
occasion offered, both in public and in privates; and it was won- 
derful to observe, through all the vicissitudessof his Christian 
warfare, how perfect a harmony was maimtained between his 
inclinations and his engagements, his habits and his professiom, 
It would be very easy to expatiate largely under this head, 
though very difficult to give a description, in any. tolerable 
degree, adequate to the subject. - Instead of presenting the 
reader with several pages upon the point now before us, it shall 
suffice to» say, that this venerable man’s, entire devotion to 
Jesus Christ,as a minister of the Gospel, was variously express- 
ed, ‘in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 
in labours, in watchings, in fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, 
by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by. love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by 
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report.’ ” 

14. Another particular‘in his’eharacter, touched upon by Mr. 
Gilpin,* is his perfect disint dness. ‘ Upon his discover- 

ing,”’. says he, “the goodly pearl of evangelical truth, Mr. 
Fletcher, like the merchant in the Gospel, immediately bartered 
his all for the possession of so invaluable a gem. Till then, he 
had been engaged in pursuits of a worldly nature: but, from that 
time, he sought after no other treasure than the wnsearchable 
riches of grace, nor desired any inheritance ‘except that which 
is reserved for the saints in everlasting light. Through every 
period of his religious life he appeared as a pilgrim and stran- 
ger inthe world, unallured by its smiles, unmoved by its frowns, 
and uninterested in its changes. His affections were wholly 
fixed upon things above ; andwhile thousands and ten thousands 
were contending around him for,the advantages and honours-of 
the present life, he desired to:pass unnoticed. through its idle 
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hurry, without being entangled in its concerns, or encumbered 
with its gifts. It was with him, as with a person engaged in a 
race, which must be attended with immense gain or irreparable 
_ Joss,—he kept his eye immoveably fixed upon the goal; and 
whatever gilded trifles were thrown in his way, he resolutely 
trampled on them all, uninterruptedly pressing towards the 
mark, for the prize of his high calling in Christ Jesus. His 
mind was never distracted with a multiplicity of objects, nor 
did he ever mingle temporal expectations with eternal hopes. 
Considering one thing only as absolutely necessary to his 
happiness, while he pursued the substance he rejected the sha- 
dow ; and while he contended for an incorruptible crown, he 
- had no ambition to appear in the fading garlands of earthly 
glory. Possessed of that faith which overcometh the world, 
he beheld it with the feelings. of his tempted Master: anxious 
for its good, but despising its yoke; prepared to labour in its ser- 
vice, but resolute to reject its rewards; deaf to its promises, 
blind to its prospects, and dead to its enjoyments. 

15. ‘“ He received, indeed, a part of his maintenance from the 
altar at which he served: but so scanty was the income pro- 
duced by his parish that it scarcely sufficed, in some years, for 
the liberality of his contributions towards the relief of the poor. 
Yet so perfectly satisfied was he with his inconsiderable ap- 
pointments at Madeley, that he desired nothing more than to 
conclude both his labours and _ his life in that favoured village. 
Had he been disposed. to improve every favourable opportunity 
of advancing his temporal interests, he might have succeeded 
beyond many, who are anxiously plotting and contriving the 
means of their future promotion in the world. But as a proof 
of his superiority to every allurement of this nature, he pe- 
remptorily refused, once and again, the offer of additional prefer- 
ment.—And, as a further testimony of his perfect disinterested- 
ness, after having so far destroyed his health, by the excess of his 
labours, that he was obliged to retire for a season from his 
charge, he solemnly determined, in case of continued weakness, 
to give up together the profits and duties of his ministerial 
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The reader will recollect the anecdote respecting his disin- 
terestedness when in Dublin. But the disposition here de- 
scribed was not confined to pecuniary matters. It was exem- 

' plified through his whole conduct, which manifested, upon all ~ 
occasions, that he acted under the entire influence of that disin- 
terested charity which seeketh not her own. = 

16. And as he regarded not his own temporal interest, se 
neither did he seek his own honour. “ Among all the candi- 
dates for human praise,”’ proceeds Mr. Gilpin,* “ there is none 
more conspicuous than the man who exhibits his pretensions to 
applause from the pulpit.—Dishonourable as it is to the cause of 
Christianity, the place, from which humility and self-denial 
were formerly recommended to the world, is frequently em- 
ployed, by modern divines, as a stage for the ostentatious dis- 
play of their superior parts and accomplishments. Preferring 
the praise of men before the honour that cometh from God, 
multitudes of pastors are more solicitous to be ranked with pro- 
found theologists, elegant scholars, and masters of elocution, 
than to be numbered among the zealous and unaffected 
preachers of the everlasting Gospel. They court the applause 
of the world by seeking afler such qualifications as will naturally 
recommend them to its favour ; while they secure themselves 
from its reproaches by carefully avoiding whatever might tend 
to degrade them in its estimation. In short, they are abun- 
dantly more solicitous for the advancement of their own reputa- 
tion, than for the honour of their Master, or the increase of his 
kingdom. F 

17, “ Between pastors of this description and Mr. Fletcher, 
the most distant resemblance was not to be discovered. The 
favour of God was.his ultimate aim through life; and, for the 
possession of so invaluable a privilege, he was content to forego 
the riches, the friendship, and even the good opinion of the 
world. Despising the common pursuits of men, he aspired after 
that true greatness which never yet excited the envy of the 
mighty, or the emulation of the ambitious. Whatsoever things 
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ure pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report, in such things he was daily and diligently occupied ; 
not that, the report of his virtues might raise his reputation 
among men, but rather that he might become an example to the 
behevers, in word, im conversation, in charity, in faith, in spirit, in 
purity. Though few men have ever had so just a claim as himself 
to universal approbation, yet no man ever appeared so perfectly 
deaf to the syren voice of admiration and praise. He per- 
mitted nothing to be related in his presence that apparently 
tended to his advantage. He could hear his actions censured, his 
opinions condemned, and his character traduced, with an astonish- 
ing degree of silent composure. But if at any time his virtues or 
abilities were mentioned with the least appearance of respect, 
he would instantly put a stop to the conversation, with an air of 
severity which he seldom assumed upon any other occasion. 
On matters of.this nature, he resolutely refused to hear the 
voice of the charmer, with whatever discretion and delicacy the 
subject might be attempted. He counted himself no better 
than an unprofitable servant: and, as such, it was an invariable 
rule with him, in every company, to take the lowest seat; 
which he occupied, not as a man who was conscious that his 
merits entitled him to amore honourable place, but rather as 
one who considered himself unworthy of the favour of God, or 
the notice of man. 

18. “ As an ambassador of Jesus Christ, he sought not his 
own honour, but the honour of him that sent him. Neither 
exalted by the grace he had received, nor elated with his suc- 
cess in the ministry, he still opened his commission in every 
place, in the lowly manner of the great apostle: Unto me who 
am less than the least of all sats, is this grace given, that I 
should preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. He counted 
nothing either upon his attainments or his talents. Instead o¢ 
endeavouring to make a pompous, display of his excellencies, 
he studiously concealed them from the notice of the world: 
and whether he was engaged in planting with Paul, or in. water- 
ing with Apollos, he sought to turn every eye from the person 
of the labourer, to the presence of that God who alone can 
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give the increase. Far from courting the applause of a world 
in which his Lord had been publicly despised and rejected, 

he was sincerely disposed to drink of the cup, and to be ie 
a with the baptism of his Master. 

“Instead of toiling for the triumphs. Seevisin glory; he. 
aa himself to bear the reproach of the cross: and instead 
of. soliciting the smiles of the world, he prepared himself to 
endure the contradiction of sinners. Fully persuaded, that it ts 
enough for the disciple that he be as his Master, he sought after 
an entire conformity to the mind and character of his Lord. 
Though formed to preside, he voluntarily took upon himself 
the form of a servant, and submitted to the lowest offices of 
condescension and charity. Though capable, as a preacher, 
of fixing the attention and raising the admiration of the multi- 
tude, he absolutely renounced all pretensions to regard, and 
modestly made himself of no reputation. As a proof that he 
was not ambitious, either of the uppermost seats in syna- 
gogues, or of honourable ‘salutations in places.of public resort, 
he laboured for the church in a state of comparative retirement 
and obscurity : manifest y evidencing to all around him that 
he came not to be min nti ato, be ut to mimster. In this un- 
envied situation of his’ spent the laborious days of 
a useful life, as unknown, aad vell-known ; as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich; as having no- 
thing, and yet possessing all things. Thus, >. a@ patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, he sought for glory, honour, and immorta- 
lity, unnoticed by the ambitious and the vain, but eminently con- 
spicuous among those whose praise is not of men but of God.” 

20. Nearly related to his disregard of, and deadness to the 
praise of men, was his humility. “This,” continues Mr. 
Gilpin,* “is at once the groundwork and perfection of Chris- 
tianity.» Where this holy temper increases in the soul, there 
every grace is proportionably carried towards a state of matu- 
rity; but wherever this is wanting, there, sooner or later, 
every appearance of grace must wither and die: God resisteth 
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the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Examples of deep 
humility are uncommon, even in the Church of Christ: but 
among the rarest examples of this kind, Mr. Fletcher must be 
allowed a distinguished place. From his natural disposition, 
perhaps no man had ever greater opposition to struggle against 
in his progress to humility; but as few professors of religion 
were ever known to resist their natural propensities with so deter- 
mined a resolution, few ever gained so complete a victory over 
themselves as Mr. Fletcher. Lowliness of mind was con- 
sidered, by the generality of his friends, as the most distin- 
guished trait in the character of this great man; and it may be 
truly asserted, that no person ever conversed with him either at 
home or abroad, without being struck with the genuine meck- 
ness and simplicity of his whole carriage. This admirable 
disposition, which is lovely in the lowest of its possessors, was 
‘peculiarly striking in him, in whom it shone forth amid an un- 
common variety of accomplishments, and attended with a train 
of excellent graces. *< ioe 
21. “* Wherever he appeared, he was seen, according to the 
advice of St. Peter, completely gd in humility : and though 
there was something singula his traly Christian garb, yet 
its unaffected comeliness _was universally acknowledged and 
admired. Many who think it n ecessary to appear before God 
in a state of humiliation, come “forth from their: closets, and 
walk into the world with an air of conscious superiority : as 
though it were possible, at the same time, to walk humbly before 
God, and haughtily in the presence of their fellow-creatures. 
But the man whose character I attempt to describe, was per- 
fectly consistent with himself. Such as he appeared before 
God in his private acts of devotion, such he appeared before 
men in every part of social and public life. He aspired not 
after high things, but condescended to men of low estate. His 
family and connexions, his attainments in science and in grace, 
with whatever else might be considered as tending to his advan- 
tage, he regarded as matters of trivial estimation : while, in the 
Magrliness of his heart, he adopted the language of the great apos- 
tle: God forbid that I olman glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and Lunto the 
world. In honour he preferred all men before himself, and 
never appeared so perfectly satisfied with his station as when 
his humble employments bespoke him the’ servant of all. So 
unlimited was his condescension in this respect; thathe esteemed 
no occupation too low or degrading, by which he might. benefit 
his neighbour, or by which he might testify respect either to 
God or man. 

22. “I cannot forbear relating ‘here a little circumstance, 
which may perhaps appear trifling to some, but which uncom- 
monly affected me at the time it happened. Mr. Fletcher was 
called out to attend the sick. In the meantime a funeral was 
announced; and I was happy to embrace an opportunity of 
affording the least assistance to this venerable man, in the course 
of his extensive labours. While I was engaged im reading the 
Office on that occasion, Mr. Fletcher, who had heard at a dis- 
tance the call of the bells, hastily entered the church; and as 
he passed up the aisle, observing that a young lad was officiating 
in the absence of.the clerk; he instantly took his place, and 
went through the whole of the service, witha degree of hu- 
mility and composure that cannot be expressed. He after- 
ward assured me, that while he beheld me kindly performing 
the duty of an absent minister, he could not observe ‘the place 
of an inferior servant of the church improperly filled up, with- 
out attempting to supply it himself, with a greater degree of 
decorum and reverence. 

23. ‘I shall here msert another anecdote to the same pur- 
pose. While Mr. Fletcher continued tutor to the young men 
at Tern-Hall, he usually attended the ministry of the Rev. Mr. 
Cartwright, pastor of a neighbouring church, a man of whose 
piety and zeal he made frequent and honourable mention. It 
was the custom of this gentleman frequently to catechise, in 
public, the children of his ps And on one of these occa- 
sions he requested that no person of maturer age, who stood in 
need of instruction, would esteem it a disgrace to appear in the 
number of the catechumens. When no one had condescension 
enough to occupy so mean a station, Mr. Fletcher left his seat, 
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and with an air of unaffected modesty, took his place among the 
children ; giving a public proof, by the depth of his humility, 
that he was in an advanced state of preparation for the highest 
degrees of exaltation.” 

24. It was owing to his humility that he was ever ready to 
acknowledge and repair his errors, if at any time he was 
betrayed into any thing that could bear that name, which cer- 
tainly was very seldom. “It is true,’ as Mr. Gilpin has re- 
marked,* “had he ever sat down to.a sketch of his own life, an 
undertaking to which he was repeatedly urged .by a multitude — 
of his friends, it is most probable the world would then have 
been presented with a large detail of those defects which were 
scarcely apparent to any eye but‘his own. It is not meant to 
be insinuated here, that Mr. Fletcher was entirely free from 
those infirmities, by which, in different degrees, the most exalted 
characters have been tinctured. But it may be safely affirmed, 
that those few imperfections were so out-numbered and obscured 
by his uncommon excellencies, that they could not long detain 
the eye even of malice itself. The only defect in his cha- 
racter which ever fixed the attention, even of those who 
may be suspected to have passed by his merits without the 
regardeithey deserved, was a.certain warmth in his temper, 
which -has appeared upon a variety of occasions. But with 
respect to this acknowledged warmth, it must be allowed by all, 
that it was at no time discoverable in‘him, except when he was 
called forth to act, either as a lover of truth or a reprover of 
sin. In these two characters, indeed, he constantly appeared 
with a degree of zeal which gave offence to many; but which 
was entirely consistent with his high reputation for meekness 
and charity. He was not ashamed, however, openly to confess 
and bewail this apparent defect; and if ever it betrayed him 
into a mistake, he discovered the utmost solicitude, till he could 
make some suitable reparation. //T ‘shall content myself with 
presenting the reader with ale cad of his conduct in this 
: eps : ‘i 
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25. “In one period of his life he considered himself obliged 
to wield the controversial pen. As the dispute was’ of impor- 
tange, so it was of long continuance and maintained on all sides 
with a considerable degree of war th. Anthe:course of the 
controversy it was objected against our author, | at he mana- 
ged the debate with an acrimonious severity, which was equally | 
ill-adapted both to the nature~of his cause, and the characters 
of his opponents. ‘Though this charge might have been 
retorted upon some of his antagonists with tenfold’ force, yet 
he frankly admitted it on their part, and stood self-abased 
amidst the loudest plaudits of his friends. Before the dispute 
was completely terminated, his declining state of health obliged 
him to quit the kingdom with very little hope of ever visiting 
it again. But he found it impossible to do this, without giving 


an intimation to his opponents that he desired nothing so much 
as an opportunity of embracing them before his departure, 
that, all doctrinal difference apart, he might testify his sincere 
regret on account of having given them the least di 

and receive from them some condescending a sura 
ciliation and good will. Those of his antalipaidien -who had~ 
generosity sufficient to accept his invitation, -were equally 
affected and refreshed by the solemn interview that succeeded. 
And some of them, who before that time had no’ personal 
acquaintance with him, expressed the highest satisfaction at 
being introduced to the company of one, whose air and counte- 
nance bespoke him fitted rather for the society of angels than 
the conversation of men. . 

‘A second instance of the manner in which he acknow- 
ledged and repaired his mistakes, is as follows :—While he was 
one day interring a corpse, he was suddenly interrupted in his 
duty by a voice of execration and blasphemy. Instantly, with 
a look of holy indjgnation, he turned to that part of the multi+ 
tude whence the voice appeared, to proceed; and, singling out; 
as he supposed, the guilty person, he publicly rebuked herin 
terms as severe as the nature of the offence demanded. After 
the service was concluded, he received information that his 
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vebuke had been improperly directed—When he immediately 
recalled the. peop pinoy were then dispersing from the grave ; 
and pointing to the » whom he had unwittingly injured, 


he expressed the utn 0 “having confounded the inno- 
cent with: t octal d, that as his error was public, 
so he desired publicly to solicit the pardon af the offended 


soenidtinigh tree in whith Me Fletcher was 2 iewesthch to 
-knowledge and repair those unintentional errors which nei- 
ther his wisdom nor piety could wholly prevent.” et ae 
27. The same spirit of humility which made Mr. Fletcher 
50 ready to acknowledge his: own errors, induced him to throw 
- the* mantle of tender forbearance and foreying love over 
those of others, especially of such as he had reason to believe, 
notwithstanding their defects, were truly pious, and to discern 
and esteem the i mney of their heavenly Father in them. “ His 


fellowship* withithese was intimate and unreserved. He salu-' 
ted them as children of’ God, and honoured them as’ heirs 
of an eternal inheritance. ‘These were the companions of his 


ehoice, both in 1 public and in private: with these he took sweet 
and Solem in. counsel, and with thesehe rejoiced to worship in the 
house | 38Goa. Whether they were poor or rich, illiterate or 
apres oud or free, he considered them as fellow-partakers of 
the same grace, and received them without partiality, as the 
redeemed of the Lord. He constantly watched over them for 
good, and eagerly embraced every ‘opportunity of rendering 
them,acceptable service. He bore their burdens, he distribu- 
ted. to their necessities, he covered a defects, and healed 
their divisions. Pes A 
98. ‘ Esteeming all the children of God, as members one of 
another, his catholic spirit disdained those unnatural partitions 
by which different parties of Christians have endeavoured to 
separate themselves from each other. Sincere worshippers, of 
every Data a he regarded as fellow-citizens with the 
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saints, and of the household of God: desiring no greater honour 
than to be counted as their brother, and commanded as their 
servant. — be Be 


“ The following are his « owr 
I should exclude from. my brotk 


‘ God forbid that 
, and occasional 
. he casts the 
Gospel-net athong the Presbyterians, th Independents, the 
Quakers, or the Baptists! If. they will not wish. ood luck 
in the name of the Lord, I willdo it to them. They may ex- 
communicate me, if their prejudices prompt them to it; they 
may build up a wall of partition between themselves and me ; 
but in the con of my God, whose love,is.as boundless as his. 
immensity, I will leap over the wall.’ y 

29. * al as these declarations may appear, they 
are not to be considered as the professions of an affected gene- 
rosity, but as the sincere expressions of a heart overflowing 
with brotherly love. For, fally p persuaded that a house divided 
against itself cannot sténd, Mr. Fletcher was anxious to main- 
tain a state of uninterrupted peace and unanimity in the house- 
hold of God. . As a fellow-citizen with the saints, he considered 
himself essentially interested. in. the weal or wo of his bre- 
thren, and was. constantly observed, either mingling his tears 
with those who wept, or triumphing in the joy of such as rejoi- 
ced before God. Hence, he could not behold, as an uncon- 
cerned spectator, the distress to which the church was exposed 
invhis day, and the diss@ntions by which it was-torn im pieces ; 
but rather as a true disciple of that gracious Redeemer, who 
loved the church, and gave himself for it. He was engaged, 
indeed, i in those great debates which disturbed the tranquillity of 
the religious world for so long a season; and during those'sharp 
contests, he appeared, it is true, in the very front of the battle. 
To all who knew him, however, it was sufficiently evident, that 
he entered not into the c t with any design either to sig- 
nalize himself, or to establish the reputation of a party ; but 
rather to confirm and build up the church in her most holy faith. 
Zeal for God constrained him, upon this occasion, to take up a 
cross which he regarded as almost insupportable ; and when he 
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came ‘forth from the retirement he loved, in the character of a 
aie disputant, he came » forth with” “the language of the evan- 
For Zions sake will I not hold my 
peace, and for Jere pill I not rest, until the righteous- 
ness thereof go forth as brig, tness, and the ‘salvation thereof as a 
burneth. His attacks were eeurinaly directed, not 
against the leaders of any particular sect, but against the errors 
of every sect: and in carrying on these attacks, he manifested a 
degree of impartiality and candour, which few have ever disco- 
vered in similar circumstances. While | he ¢ cautiously exposed 
the apparent mistakes of his opponents, he Pu his own reli- 
gious opinions to a fiery trial ; and whatever was u able to stand 
the severest test he corsideted as no better than va nity and dross. 
Like the apostle Paul, he could do nothing etnely against 
the truth, but for the truth: and on whatever side this was disco- 
verable, he saluted it with all that respect ' “and veneration 
which effectually distinguished him as a prer of trath.* 


® Mr. ROWI ILL, in his Virxace Diatocves, after having ex. 
posed an ignorant Doctor, who had spoken of a milder law, ‘lowered down to 
be made more suitable to ug in our corrupted state; and had taught, “ that 
God would now accept sincere instead of a perfect obedience ;?” and that, there- 
fore, “he would put up with the innocent infirmities incident to - and. blood; 
has the following note,— 

“6 This filthy, Antinomian expression, I well remember to have controverted 
many years ago, as I found it in one of the late Rev. Mr. Fletcher’s ‘Checks to 
Antinomianism ; the great advocate,. (to sa > best,) of the double-refined 
Semi-Pelagianism of the day: so inconsistent are those el ly with them- 
selves ! “This old heresy, (whose proper nest is Popery,) has been revived in 
modern days under the name of Arminianism ; and the reader is requested tp 
weigh the subject, whether ¢heir Antinomianism be not a thousand times worse* 
than what they wantonly charge on others. I ask, whatever good may be found 
among individuals, yet what have these modern prevailing. notions in general 
produced throughout ali Christendom ? “A system of infidelity has polluted the 
understanding, and therefore, it is no wonder, when they talk of the fruits of 
righteousness, that their fruits are found to be the apples of Sodom.”—Vol. IIT. 
p- 156. 4th Edition. 

Let the attentive and candid reader compare this note of Mr. Rowland Hill 
with Mr. Fletcher’s Appeal to. Matter of Fact and Common Sense,” on the 
subject of original sin, and he will easily see with what justice that gentleman, 
charges Mr. Fletcher with Semi-Pelagianism. Was any writer, since the daye 
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30. Through the whole contest he treated his opponents 
it much deference and regard, cordially. acknowledging them 
“as wtoghreae in ati ad and conan ly ‘mentioning them as 7 


dom and patience of their common Master; a 
proof of his Pacific ‘disposition * ‘towalds them, o _e last 
pieces he published i in the co was entitled, The Recon- 
ciliation : a work in which he urged the strongest motives to 
charity, and concord, | endeavouring, by every possible mean, to 
prevail with the professing part of the world, to keep the unity of 
_ the Spirit in the bond of peace. The’ following passage, selected 
from that) work, y will sufficiently evince his utter detestation of 
party spirit and divisions i in the Christian Church.“ Come with 
me, my Calvinian and Arminian brethren, to the temple of 
Peace, where. the Lords banner over you will be love, and:his 
mercy will comfort you on every side. If there be, therefore, any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, ifuany ellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels of mercies, fulfil ye the joy of all who 
wish Zion’s prosperity: be like minded, having’ the same love, 
being of one accord, of” one inind, submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God. © He is my record how greatly I long 
after you all an the bowels of Jesus Christ; in whom there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, bond nor free, neither Calvinist nor Armi- 
nian, but Christ is all ina ~My heart is enlarged ; for a recom- 
pense in the same, be ye B cnlarged. and grant | me my humble, 
perhaps my dying request : refect not my plea for peace. — If it 
be notstrong,,it is earnest ; for (considering ey bodily weakness,) 
{write at the hazard of my life; i a in vulnere'ponoi” 


ad'y * = . 


of the apostles, representedithe fallen a of man in astronger light, or painted 
itin more expressive colours, than he has done in that tract ? ? Or has any one 
shown more clearly, or proved more convincingly, our need of regenerating and 
renewing grace? ,And are not his Checks the greatest bulwark against Anti- 
nomianism, next to the Holy séfptures, of any publications in the English 
language? As to his practice, perhaps a more holy man never appeared in this 
country.—For a confutation of this most uamerited, and I may say, groundless 
insinuation, the reader is referred to the Methodist Magazine for January 1805; 
and to the whole of Mr. Fletcher’s publications on divine subjects. 


e? 


THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 34% 


» * Such was the catholic spirit discovered. by this great man, 
‘im the warmest of his réligious contentions; such was the for- 
bearance and affection which he constantly exercised towards 
the most zealous of his: o D posers ; and ‘such was hist anxious con- 
cern, that every inférior name might be lost in that’ exalted 
which alone the world can be saved, saying, in the 
language of hig LE tery Whosocder shall do the will of my Father 
thatis in heaven, the samelis my. brother, and sister; and mother.” 
31. In-the meantime, however, he was far from betraying 
what he knew to be the truth, or from manifesting any backward- 
ness to stand forth in its defence.—* Truth,” says our author,* 
*‘ although ‘she has many, professed admirers, a seldom finds ‘a 
steady follower, and still:less frequently a resolute defender. 
Without a solid. understanding, an upright near and an uncon- 
querable resolution, ho: man is properly qualified ‘to maintain 
the rights of truth. » He thatis void of understanding, will never 
discover the worth of truth: he that is destitute of an upright 
eel but little attachment to truth, notwithstanding all 
‘while he that is of an irresolute temper, will,rather 
desert her standard than suffer in her:cause. -Balaam was emi- 
nently distinguished by a spirit of discernment, but was desti- 
tute of.an upright heart; Peter was possessed of an upright 
heart, but betrayed,.on a memorable occasion, the want of an 
undaunted spirit ; Saul, the Pharisee, though remarkable for his 
uprightness and resolution, was miserably defective with respect 
to spiritual” discernment; while -Paul,‘the apostle, uniting in 
his character these several qualificati ons, became a zealous 
and steady defender of truth.” It would be difficult t ‘ 
which’ of ‘these three qualifications Mr. Fletcher principa 
‘eelled; so happily. proportioned was his sincerity to his vsti 
ment, and the firmness of his resolution to the uprightness of his 
heart! Thus remarkably furnished for the service of truth, he 
engaged himself in her cause with an extraordinary degree of 
activity andzeal, earnestly desiringie see the uttermost parts of 
the earth illuminated with her beams, and the inhabitants of 
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every country submitting to her authority. » ‘Wherever he came, 
he exalted her honours, and bore; testimony to her matchless 
worth, making mention of her ways, as ways of pleasantness, and 
recommending her paths, as paths of peace. 4 

32. “ Whenever he saw spiritual truth triumphant, he-re- 
joiced at the sight as one that findeth. great spoil: when" he 
beheld her despised and rejected, hé cheerfully shared her dis- 
grace, and suffered in her cause. “If her excellencies were: at 
any time obscured by the misconceptions of the ignorant, -he 
endeavoured’to dissipate that obscurity, and exhibit her to the 
world in’ all her native instead ' If he saw her assaulted, he 
_ voluntarily exposed himself to‘danger in her defence: and 
whether the attack was made by mistaken friends, or inveterate 
enemies, he opy sed. it, as a man wholly proof against the un- 
due influence of prejudice or interest, resentment or respect. 
In all his struggles for truth, he contended with confidence, but 
without obstinacy ; with zeal, but not with) bitterness ; in meek- 
ness instructing those that opposed themselves, 4 d, peradven- 
ture, might give them repentance to the acknowledging® of the 
truth. If the error he discovered was merely of a circumstan- 
tial nature, he pursued it with less severity; but if it was a 
fundamental error, he’ opposed it with a holy vehemence, giving © 
it- no quarter; till it was allowed, by the candid and impartial, to 
be absolutely untenable: in the meantime; making it-abun- 
dantly manifest, by-his modest and courteous ‘deportment, that 
he contended not for thelfacquisition of a ‘but for the 
exaltation of truth. 
is ardent attachment to divine truth would not ieatiit 

r, in silence, the least insinuation that might be thrown 
out to'the disadvantage of Christianity.’ And in somé compa- 
nies he thought it necessary to call upon the avowed despisers 
of Revelation ‘either to establish or retract the charges they 
had exhibited against the religion ‘of Jesus. In England he 
very rarely mixed with persons of an irreligious conversation; — 
but in‘his passage through other countries he was frequently 
obliged to associate with men of a character altogether opposite 
to his own. In Italy, France; and Holland, he has taken his 
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seat, with a. steady composure, among Deists, Socinians, and 
Freethinkers ; ; and after vainly endeavouring, in the politest 
manner, to introduce: a conversation respecting | divine truth, 
has been often constrained to signify his desire of exchanging an 
argument 1 with any. gentleman in company, on the subject of 
Natural Religion, As these offers were always’ made in the 
most graceful:terms, they were frequently accepted in a becom- 
ing- manner, when.a con craation has usually taken place, suf- 
ficiently interesting to excite the curiosity and engage the atten- 
tion of every person. present. Upon, every occasion: of this 
nature, he appeared perfectly: dispassionate and recollected, dis- 
covering an. accurate acquaintance with every .part: of his sub- 
ject, and. never failing to foil his strongest antagonists upon their 
own ground. _And inthe close of every such debate, he was 
careful to recapitulate. the principal arguments which had been 
advance ed by either party, in the course of the contest ; ascribing 
the victory he had obtained to the irresistible, power of. truth, 

and enumerating the special advantages of Rewealed; over Na- 
tural. Religion,””” 7 ’ 

» 34. We have neisieds “Mr. Fletcher aeaihnoticny fo the chil- 
ya of God: we must now observe, that while he loved them 
with a pure heart fervently in proportion’ as he conceived they 
severally exhibited the excellencies and-perfections of their 
Creator; he looked | upon every individual . of the human race 
with emotions of, benevolence. and charity. For in all he.dis- 
covered some e-traces of the image Ojpthe Deit ity, although de- 
faced and obscured, which merited attention - even in \_ ruins, 
“ His love was free and unconfined, uninterrupted by. giidice, 
and. unmixed, by suspicion.* He had a place in his large and 

egenerous heart for persons.of every description. He considered 
himself as related to. the inhabitants of every nation, and con- 
nected with the members of.every church: appearing, in. every 
sense,.as a citizen of the world, honouring the whole: human 
race.as the offspring of God, and encircling them all with the 
arms of brotherly affection, however distinguished. from one ano- 
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ther by situation or endowments, opinions or habits. He never 
left his. beloved retirement, which was rendered sacred by con- 
verse with the highest object of his affections, unless he was 
called abroad. supon: errands of kindness and mercy. _ And 
‘whenever he came forth into the world, he looked» upon. all 
around him with an air of benignity and a glow of affection, 
which strongly” marked him:as a Hoponet of ;that,God who is 
loving unto every man, and whose me as over-all his works,’ 9 
“ Instead of, inquiring, with, the yer in the Gospel,” ‘Who 
7s my. neighbour 2 he acted like the: good Samaritan, treating 
are "stranger. and, the outcast, as he journeyed through 
_ life, with the kindness ofa neighbour, the sympathy of a friend, 
and the’ tehderness ofa brothers While self-love may be likened 
toa stagnant lake, the charity y of this self-renouncing pastor may 
be fitly compared to a copious river, which, after enriching a 
multitude of towns, villages, and. hamlets, and.after. fertilizing a 
thousand fields, loses itself in the bosom, of the ocean, from 
whence. it sprung. And here it may be. properly. observed, that 
this noble current was sufficiently deep to sustain any, burden, 
and seca rapidssto, force itself a passage through every 

obstruction... 2 FAT. GG, Teg, 4 

“ Fis loge was without dissimulation, not in word, neither in 
tongue, but in deed, and in truth. It was larger: than ‘his Jar- 
gest professions, and appeared, on different occasions, in avast 
variety of forms; in’ condescension, in compassion, in. hospi- 
tality, in forbearance, ihskindness, and in. liberalitya., By these 
benevolent dispositions, together with those : affectionate labours 
in which,he was constantly employed, he gave the most. con- 
ng proofs, that he was rooted and grounded in that univer- 

sal love, which is 4 the fulfilling of the whole law.” ee | 
35. The source of all these graces, which shone so conspi+ 
cuous in him, was his.piety. ‘“ But; this* was of too exalted a 
nature to admit of any adequate description. . They who saw 
him only at a distance, revered him as a man of God ; while 
they who enjoyed a nearer acquaintance with him, were held 
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ina state of constant admiration at his attaimments in the divine 
‘life—He appeared to enjoy an uninterrupted fellowship with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. Every day was 
with him a day of solemn self-dedication, and every hour an 
hour of praise or prayer... Naturally formed for pre-eminence, 
no common degrees of grace were sufficient to satisfy his un- 
bounded desires. He towered above the generality of Chris- 
tians, earnestly desiring the best gifts; and anxious to walk in 
the most excellent. way. ‘While others are content to taste the 
living stream, he traced that stream to its source, and lived at 
the fountain-head of blessedness. He was familiar with AnVi- 
sible objects, and constantly walked as in the presence of God. 
To those who were much conversant with him, he appeared as 
an inhabitant of a better .world; so perfectly dead was he to 
the enjoyments of the present life, and so wholly detached 
from its anxious cares !—wherever he was called, by the provi- 
dence of God, he was acknowledged as a burning and shining 
light. 'The common lights of Christians were eclipsed before 
him; and even his spiritual friends could never stand in his 
presence, without being overwhelmed with a’ consciousness of 
their own inferiority and unprofitableness.—While they have 
seen him rising, as it were; upon the wings- ofan eagle, they 
have been confounded at their inability to pursue his flight ; 
and while he has given way to the emotions of his fervent love, 
they have blushed at their own ingratitude and lukewarmness. 
The candleof the Lord eminently shone upon his héad, and the 
secret of God was upon his tabernacle. When he went out through 
the city, or took his seat in the company of the righteous, he 
was saluted with unusual reverence, and received as an angel 
of God. The young men saw him and hid Morass tte and the 
aged arose and stood up. Even those who were honoured as 
princes among the people of God, refrained talking, and lad 
their hand upon their mouth. Wien the ear heard him, then it 
blessed him ; and when the eye saw him, it gave witness to him. 
36. “His character was-free from those inconsistencies 
which are too generally observable among the professors of 
Christianity. Whether he sat in the bouse, or whether he 
44 
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walked by the way; in his hours of retirement, and in his 
public labours; he was constantly actuated by the same spirit. 
When he spoke, his conversation was in heaven: and the 
hearts of his intimate friends still burn within them on every 
recollection of the gracious words that proceeded out of his 
mouth. When he was silent,—his very air and countenance 
Bespoke an angelic mind absorbed in’ the conterhplation of 
God. ‘When he was engaged in the ordinary actions of life, 
he performed them with such a bécoming seriousness, that they 
assumed a striking ‘and’ important appearance. In ‘all the 
changing circumstances of life, he looked and acted like a man 
whose treasure was laid up in heaven. There his affections 
were immoveably «fixed, and thitherward he was continually 
tending ‘with all the powers of his soul: he spoke of it as the 
subject of his constant meditation, and looked to it as travellers 
to their appointed home. At times, when the pious breathings 
of his soul were too forcible to be repressed, he would break 
forth into expressions of-adoration among his spiritual associ- 
ates, and cry out, while tears of joy were ‘bursting from his 
eyes,—My. God! My Saviour! Thou art mine! A wretch 
unworthy of thy notice! Yet thow hast’ visited me with thy 
mercy, and honoured me with thy favour! TI adore thine unfa- 
thomable love! Ye who have tasted of his grace, assist me to 
magnify his name. He was an instrument always in tune: and 
none can tell, but those who have heard, how hi it would 
answer tdbthie fouch of him that strung it. He was an instru- 
ment of uncommon compass, and wondrously adapted to every 
cocoa Every breath that swept over the cords of this 
living ; lyre, drew, from it some according sound: if from man, 
it produced strains of affection and sympathy; if from God, it 
called forth higher sounds of gratitude and devotion. His piety 
suffered no event to pass by unimproved. Every object led 
him into the presence of God, and every occurrence gave rise 
toa train of serious reflections.” 

“'37. One thing more, particularly noticed by the Reverend 
author of these excellent traits of our pious friend’s character, 
is the perseverance of his piety, zeal, and diligence to the end 
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of his life. “It is no unusual thing,” he observes,* “ to behold 
the professors of Christianity divested, ata maturer age, of 
that. burning love, and that irresistable .zeal, by which they 
were peculiarly distinguished in early life. Of the many 
thousands. who have, in eyery age, begun the sacred race with 
an apparent determination to obtain the prize, the greater part, 
either wearied with the inconveniences of the way, or delu- 
ded by the suggestions of the world, if they have net alto- 
gether forsaken the path of life, have proceeded in it with so 
much irresolution and weakness, that at the conclusion.of their 
course, it has remained a matter of much uncertainty, whether 
they have reached or fallen short of the mark of their high 
calling. With Mr. Fletcher it: was wholly the reverse. ‘The 
resolution that at first engaged him to enter upon the Christian 
course, appeared, not only without any diminution, but with 
increasing vigour, through the several stages of his rapid pro- 
gress. He outran the most zealous of his companions, he 
overtook many who were steadily. persevering in the path of 
dife, and appeared at the head of those who were pressing after 
the highest attainable state, of ‘sanctity and grace. From the 
commencement to the conélusion .of his pilgrimage, there was 
never once perceived in him the least imaginable tendency to 
a loitering or lukewarm disposition: if he was not every 
moment actually upon the stretch after spiritual improvement, 
he was observed, at least, with his loins. girded, his shoes on his 
feet, and has staff in his hand. The fervour of bgp ‘was 2 
silent, but sharp reproof to the negligent and unfaithful: and 
so perfectly averse was he to every species of trifling, that no 
man of alight .or indolent spirit could possibly associate with 
him for any length of time. ‘ 

38. “As he approached the end of his course, the graces 
he had kept in continual exercise for so long a season became 
more illustrious and powerful : his faith was. more assured, his 
hope more lively, his charity more abundant, his humility 
more profound, and his resignation more complete. Planted, 


* Portrait, page 327. 


348 THE LIFE OF > 


at an early age, in the house of the Lord, he flourished in the 
courts of our God through all the remaining years of his life, 
growing up like a palm tree, and spreading abroad like a cedar 
in Lebanon: and if the fruit that he brought forth in his age 
was not more plenteous than that which he had produced in 
former years, (which was surely impossible) yet it was more 
happily matured, and more-equally distributed among his luxu- 
riant branches. To those who were intimately. conversant with 
him at this season he appeared as a scholar. of the highest 
attainments in the-school of Christ; or rather, as a regenerate 
spirit in his latest state of preparation for the kingdom of God: 
and this extraordinary eminence in grace was discoverable in 
him, not from any high external ‘professions of sanctity, but 
from that meekness of wisdom, that purity of conversation, and 
that lowliness of mind, by which his whole oaeeee was unil- 
formly distinguished. th 

39. “For some years before his decease, Be expressed a 
continual desire, that his labours and his life might be terminated 
together: and with respect to his, resigned prayer in this mat- 
ter, the assertion of the Psalmist was strikingly verified,— The 
Lord will fulfil the desire of them#that fear him. His zeal for 
the glory of God appeared with undiminished fervour, and his 
diligence in filling up the duties of his vocation, continued 
with unabating vigour, till within a few days of his removal 
into Abraham’s bosom. Instead of outliving his zeal and dili- 
gence in the best of causes, it may truly be said, that he fell an 
honourable martyr to his indefatigable exertions in the service » 
of the church: since it was from the beds of the diseased and 
the dying, that he brought away with him the infectious dis- 
temper which put so unexpected a period to his labours. But 
even after the symptoms of this distemper had appeared suffi- 
ciently alarming to awaken the apprehensions of his friends, 
they were unable either to damp his zeal, or to control his 
activity : his declining sun was to set, not in obscurity and con- 
fusion, but with that mild and steady lustre, which might be 
token something of its future glory.” 
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CHAPTER XI... 
His Character, by Mrs. Fletcher, and others. 


1. Havina, in the preceding chapter,,presented the reader 
with the character of Mr. Fletcher, drawn by the masterly 
pen of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, a near neighbour and intimate 
friend, who knew him well, I shall now offer to his considera- 
tion, one equally just and striking, drawn by a person still more 
intimate with him, and more, thoroughly acquainted with his 
manner of life, and the most secret springs.of his whole deport- 
ment. “From Mrs. Fletcher,” as Mr. Wesley has observed, 
“he concealed nothing. They had no secrets with regard to 
each other, but had indeed one house, one purse, and one 
heart. Before her it was his invariable rule to think aloud: 
always to open the window in his breast. And to this we are 
indebted for the knowledge of many particulars, which must 
otherwise have been buried in oblivion.” 

2. The following are mostly her own words, for where they 
are clear and expressive;.a8 they generally are, it is not judged 
right to alter them for altering’s sake. 

“Whatever he might be. with regard to charity,’ says she, 
“he was.no:less eminent for the spirit of faith. Indeed he was 
not so much influenced by impressions, (which many mistake for 
faith,) as abundance of people have been ; but by a steady, firm 
reliance upon the love, and truth, and faithfulness of God. His 
ardent desire was, so to believe, as to become a partaker of all 
the great and precious promises: to be a witness of all that 
mind which was in Christ Jesus. Afid being conscious that he 
must be crucified with his Master, or never reign with him, he 
gave himself up to Him, to lie in his hand.as the passive. clay. 
He would often say, ‘Itis my business, in all events, to hang 
upon the Lord, with a sure trust and confidence, that he will 
order all things for the best, as to time and manner. Indeed it 
would be easy to be a believer; nay, in truth, there would be no 
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room for faith, if every thing were seenhere. But against hope 
to believe in hope: to have a full confidence in that unseen 
Power, which so mightily supports us in all our dangers and dif- 
ficulties, this is the believing which is acceptable to God.’ 
Sometimes when I have expressed some apprehension of an 
approaching trial, he would answer, ‘1 do not,doubt but the 
Lord orders all wisely ; therefore I leave every thing to, Him.’ 
In outward dangers, if they-were ever so great, he seemed to 
know no shadow of fear. When I was speaking once,-concern- 
ing a danger, to which.we were’ then particularly exposed, he 
answered, ‘I know God always gives his angels charge concern- 
ing us: therefore we are equally safe every where.’ 

3., “ Not less.eminent than his faith was his humelity. Amidst all 
his labours for God, and for the good of souls, he ever preserved 
that special grace, the making no account of his own labours. 
He held himself and his own abilities, in very: low esteem; 
and seemed to have that word continually before his eyes, “I 
am an unprofitable servant.’ And this humility was so» reoted 
in him, as to be moved by no affront... 1 have known many, 
even of the most provoking kindjoffered him: but he received 
them as his’ proper portion } being so‘far from desiring the honour 
which cometh of men, that he took pleasure in: being little and 
unknown.” “ Perhaps it might appear,”observes Mr. Wesley, 
“ from some passages of his life, that in this he even leaned to 
an extreme. For genuine humility does not require, that any 
man should desze to be despised. ‘Nay, we are to avoid it, so far 
as we possibly can, consistently with a good conscience; for 
that direction, Let no man despise thee, concerns every man, 
as well as Timothy.” | 

“It is rare,” proceeds Mrs. Fletcher, “ to meet with an emi- 
nent person who can bear an equal. But it was his choice and 
his delight to prefer every one to himself. And this he did in 
so free and easy a manner, that in him it appeared perfectly 
natural. He never willingly suffered any unkindness shown to 
him to be mentioned again: and if it were, he generally an- 
swered, ‘O let it drop; we will offer it in silence to the Lord.? 
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And indeed the best way of bearing lat is to present them 
all in silence to God.: : 

4. “From this root of humility.sprung such patience as } 
wish I could either describe or imitate. Ié produced in him a 
mind most ready to embrace, every cross with alacrity and plea- 
sure. For thé good of his neighbour; nothing seemed hard, 
nothing wearisome. Sometimes I have been grieved to call 
him out of his study two or three times in an ‘hour: especially 
when he was engaged in composing some of his most important 
works. But he would answer, with his usual sweetness, ‘“O 
my dear, never mind*that. . It matters not, if we are but ready 
to meet the will of God. It is’ conformity to the will of God 
that*alone makes an employment excellent.’ »He never thought 
any thing too mean, but sin; he looked on nothing else as 
beneath his character. If he overtook a:poor man or woman 
on the road, with a burden too heavy for them, he did not fail 
to offer his assistance to bear part of it. And he would not' 
‘easily take a denial.. ‘This proof indeed of condescension and 
kindness he has frequently given’ ' 

In bearing pain he was most exemplary, and continued to be 
more and more so to the last. Nor was his descending to the 
capacities of the ignorant, the least remarkable, or least hum- 
bling part of his mhinistry.—And he had a most resolute courage 
in the reproving of sin. To daring sinners, it is well known, he 
was a'son of thunder! and no worldly considerations were re- 
garded, whenever he believed God had given him a message to 
deliver to any of them. 

5. “ One considerable part of humility is, to know our own 
places, and stand therein. Every member has its peculiar ap- 
pointment in the human body, where the wise Creator has 
placed it. And it is well that each should continue in its place. 
For every dislocated bone gives pain, and causes disorder, and 
must continue so to do, till it be replaced in its proper socket. 
Just so, every dislocated affection or disposition must occasion 
disorder, and give pain to the soul, till it be restored to iis own 
place ; till it be entirely fixed on, or resigned to God; till a per- 
son give his whole self to the disposal of Infinite Wisdom. 
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This is the proper place of every rational creature ; and in this 
place he invariably stood. Whatever he believed to be the will 
of God he resolutely performed, though it were to pluck out a 
right eye, or to lay his Isaac on thealtar. When it appearéd 
that God called him to any journey, he immediately prepared 
for it without the least hesitation: although for the last three or 
four years of his life, he hardly ever travelled to any consider- 
able distance without feeling some tendency to a relapse into 
his former disorder. | And it was generally some weeks after his 
return before he recovered his usual strength.” 

6. His disengagedness from the’ worldvand love of the poor, 
Mrs. Fletcher joins together. _“ Never,” says she, “ did I be- 
hold any one-more dead to. the things of the world. His trea~ 
sure was above ; and so was his heart also. He always-remem- 
bered that admonition of the apostle, No man that warreth, 
entangleth himself with the things of this worlds. ¥t was his con- 
stant endeavour to preserve a mind free and disencumbered : 
and he was exceeding wary of undertaking any business that 
might distract and hurry it. Nevertheless in ‘his worldly con- 
cerns, knowing himself to be a steward for.God, he would not, 
through carelessness, waste one penny. He likewise judged it 
to be his bounden duty to demand what he knew to be his right. 
And yet he could well reconcile this with that word, He that 
will have thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.* But whéther he 
had less or more, it was the same thing upon his own account: 
as he had no other-use for it, after frugally supplying his own 
wants, and the wants of those dependent-on him, but to spread 
the Gospel, and assist the poor. And he frequently said’he 
was uever happier than when he had given away the last 
penny he had in his house. If at any time I had gold in my 
drawers, it seemed to afford him no comfort. But if he could 
find a handful of small silver when he was going out to see the 
sick, he would express as much pleasure over it, as a miser 


®"Phe income o eating was not on an average, more than a hundred 
pounds per annum.” For many of the people called Quakers living in his parish, 
believed it unlawful to pay tithes ; and Mr. Fletcher did not choose to take from 
them by force, what they did not thinks it lawful to give him. 
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would im discovermg a bag ‘of hid: treasure. He was never 
better. pleased with my employment than when he had set me 
to prepare food or physic forthe poor. He was hardly able to 
relish his dinner if some sick neighbour had not a part of it; 
and sometingcata hen any of them was in want, I could not ee, 
the linen inhis drawers. On Sundays he provided for numbers 
of people-who came from a distance to heay.the word: and his 
house as well as his heart was devoted to their convenience. 
To relieve them -that-were afflicted. in body and mind, was the 
delight of his heart. . Once:a poor man, who feared God, being 
brought into great difficulties, he took down all the pewter from 
the kitchen shelves, saying, ‘ This will help you, and I can do 
without it : a wooden trencher will serve me just’as well.’ In 
epidemic and: contagious distempers, when the neighbours were 
afraid to.nurse the sick, he has gone from house to house, seek- 
ing some that were willing to undertake that office. And when 
none could be found, he -has offered his service to sit up with © 
them himself., But this was at his first coming to Madeley. 
At present there is insmany, (and has been for many years,) a 
most réady mind to visit and relieve the distressed. 
dv He one complied with that advice,— 
C Givet to all something: to a good, poor man, rs : 
Till thou change hands, and be where he began.’ 


i phone heard him say, that when he lived alone in his housé, 
the tearsthave come into his. eyes, when five or six insignificant 
letters have been brought him, at three or four pence apiece ; 
and perhaps he had only a single shilling in the house to distri- 
bute among the poor, to whom he was going. He frequently 
said to me, ‘O Poily, can we not do without beer? Let us drink 
water, and eat less meat. Let our necessities give way to the 
extremities of the poor.’ 

8. “ But with all his generosity, and charity, } he was strictly 
eareful to follow the adyice of the apostle, Oweyno man any 
thing. He contracted no debt. While he gave ell he had, he 
made it a rule to pay ready,money for every thing , believing 
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this was the best way to keep the mind unencumbered and 
free from care.. Meanwhile his substance, his strength, his life, 
were devoted to the service of the poor. And last of all, he 
gave me to them. For when we were married, he asked. me 
solemnly, ‘ Whether I was willing to marry his parish ? And the 
first time he led me among his people in this 'p ce, he said, J 
have not married this wife only for myself but for you. I asked 
her of the Lord for your-comfort, as well as my own.: 

9. “ All/his life, as well as during his illness, particularly at 
Newington and Brislington,.(as has been largely related,) he 
was grateful, ina very high degree, to those who conferred the 
least benefit upon him, yea, or even endéavoured so to do.” 

It will be‘pleasing and edifying to the reader'to see how he 
was wont to express his gratitude on these occasions. ‘To one 
he says, “ Your absence made me postpone thanking*you for 
all the kindness you showed me when at Bristol; and to lay me 
under still greater obligations, you have sent me a hamper of 
wine, and broad cloth ; asif it were not enough»to adorn ard 
cover the outside, but you must also warm and nourish the 
inside of the body. wine bog fe 

“‘] have now the opportunity of telling you, without furtheg 
delay, that you should have a little mercy on your friends, in . 
not loading them with such burdens of beneficence. How 
would you like to be loaded with kindnesses you could not re- 
turn? Were it not for a little of that grace which makes us 
not only willing, but happy, to be nothing—to be obliged and 
dependant—your present would make me quite miserable. But 
the mountains of divine mercy which press down my soul, have 
inured me to bear the hills of brotherly kindness. 

“1 submit to be clothed and nourished by you, as your ser- 
vants are, without having the happiness of serving you. To 
yield to this is as hard to friendship, as to submit to be saved by 
free grace, without one scrap of our own righteousness. How- 
ever, we are allowed, both in religion and friendship, to ease 
ourselves by thanks and prayers, till we have an opportunity of 
doing it by actions. I thank you then, my dear friend, and 
pray to God that you may receive his benefits as I do yours. 
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Your broad cloth can lap me round two or three times; but the 
mantle of divine love, the precious fine robe of Jesus’s righteous- 
ness, can cover your soula thousand times. The cloth, fine and 
good as it is, will not keep out.ahard shower ; but that garment 
of salvationwwill keep out a‘ shower of brimstone and fire. 
Your cloth wilhwear out, but that fine linen, the righteousness 
of the saints, will appear with a finer lustre the more it is worn. 
‘The moth may-fret your present, or the tailor may spoil it in 
eutting ; but the present which Jesus has made you is out of the 
reach of the spoiler, and ready for present wean; nor is there 
any fear of cutting it.out wrong; for it is seamless, woven from 
the top throughout, with the white unbroken warp of thirty- 
three years perfect obedience, and the red weft of his agony and 
sufferings unto death. 

“ Now, my dear friend, let me beseech you to accept of 
this heavenly present, as I accept of your earthly one. I did not 
send you one farthing to purchase it ; it came unsought, unasked, 
unexpected, as the Seed of the woman; and it came just as I 
was sending a tailor to buy me some cloth for a new coat; imme- 
diately I stopped him, and I hope when you next see me, it will 
be in your present. Now let Jesus see you in his. Walk in 
_ white: adorn his Gospel, while he beautifies you with the gar- 
ment of salvation. Accept’ it freely: wear no more the old, 
rusty coat of nature and self-righteousness: send no more to 
have it patched :* make your boast of an unbought suit;.and love 
to wear the livery of Jesus. You will then love to do his 
work : it will be your meat and drink to do it: and that you 
may be vigorous in doing it, as I shall take a little of your 
wine for my stomach’s sake, take you a good deal of the wine 
of the kingdom for your soul’s sake. Every promise of the 
Gospel is a bottle, a cask, that has a spring within, and can never 
be drawn out. But draw the cork of unbelief, and drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved, nor be afraid of intoxication; and if an 
inflammation follow, it will only be that of divine love. 


* Mr. Fletcher’s generous friend had kindly requested him not to send his 
coat to be patched ; hence this ingenious and affectionate reply. 
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“J beg you will be more free with the heavenly wine, than 
I have been with the earthly, which you’ sent me; I have not 
tasted it yet, but whose fault is if? Not yours certainly, but 
mine. If you do not drink daily spiritual health and-vigour out 
of the cup of salvation, whose” fault is it? Noted esus’s, but 
yours ; for he gives you his righteousness to cover your naked- 
ness, and the consolations of his Spirit to cheer and invigorate 
your soul. Accept and use. "Wear, drink, and ‘live to God. 
That you may heartily and re do this, is — sincere 
ian for you and yours.” 

-To the same, he writes at another time. “I thank you, my 
au friend, for all your favours, and all’ your attention to me. 
Your more than fraternal love covers:me with confusion, and 
fills me with acknowledgments. What returns shall I make ? 
I will drink the cup of thanksgiving, and I will bless the name of 
the Lord. I will thank my dear friend; and -wish him all the 
temporal blessings he has conferred upon me; and.all those’ spi- 
ritual ones ‘which were not in his power ‘to bestow. Live in 
health ; live piously ; live content ; livein Christ; live for eter- 
nity; live to make your wife, your children, your sérvants, your 
neighbours happy, as far as theit happiness depends‘on you; and 
may the God of all grace give back a hundred fold to. you and 
your dear wife, all the kindnesses with which you have loaded 
me! The Lord make you happy as a father, a master, and a 
Christian! The God of peace be with you without interruption !”” 

To another, his language on some similar occasion is ; “ Your 
kind letter I received in the beginning of the week, and your 
kind present at the end of it. For both 1 heartily thank you ; 
nevertheless, I could wish, it were your last present, for I find it 
more blessed to give than to receive, and in point of the good 
things of this life, my body does not want much, and I can do 
with what is more common, mes al than the rarities you 
ply me with. 

“ Your bounty upon bostligg Beets me of the repeated mer- 
cies of our God. ‘They follow one another as wave does wave 
at sea; and all to waft us to.the pleasing shore of confidence 
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and-gratitude, where we can not» only cast anchor near, but 
calmly stand on the Rock of f Agety and defy the rage of tem- 
pests. I core ¥? , et 

10. “ Another uncommon talent which God had given him,” 
says’Mrs. Fletcher, “was a’ peculiar sensibility of spirit. He 
had a temper the most feeling of any I-ever knew... Hardly a 
night passed over, but some part of it was spent in groans for 
the souls.and bodies committed to his care. “Idredded.his hear- 
ing either of the:sins or-sufferings of any of ‘his. people, before 
the-time of his going to bed; knowing how strong the impres- 
sions-would be on his mind, chasing sleep from his eyes, 

“And yet I have heard him-speak of a time, twelve or four- 
teen years ago, when he was greatly tempted to think that he 
was not sensible enough of the afflictions of his fellow-creatures. 
He thought Christ bore our infirmities, and:carried our sorrows : 
but, said he, ‘ I -have-not that Christ-like temper : I do not bear 
the sorrows of others.’»» After-béing for some time buffeted with 
this temptation, he prayed that a measure of this spirit might be - 
given to him. - Not long after, as he was visiting a-poor sick 
family, so lively a sense of their affliction on a sudden fell upon 
his mind, that he ‘could scarce -get home. As soon as he sat 
down in his house,'his soul was penetrated with such a sense of 
the woes of mankind as utterly depressed and: overcame him, 
and drank up his spirits, insomuch that:he could not-help him- 
self, nor move from one chair to another ; and he was no more 
able to walk or help himself, than a. new-born child. At the 
same time he seemed to lose the use of his memory, and of all 
his faculties. . He thought, Whatvis this? Is it a disease? Is ita 
stroke of the palsy? Rather is it not an answer to my own ill- 
judged, though -well-intended prayer? Did I not ask a burden 
unsuitable to a finite, and capable of being borne only~.by an 
infinite Being? He remained some hours in this situation. 
Then it came into his:mind, If this be a purely natural event, 
the will of the Lord be done! But if it be the answer to an 
improper prayer, God will answer again by removing it. He 
cried to the Lord, and was a to strength both of body 
andmind. "°° : 
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11. * When we were at Leeds in the year 1784, I had-anothér 
proof of the tender sensibility of his heart. O how deeply 
was he affected for the welfare of his brethren! When any little 
disputes arose between them, his inmost soul groaned under ‘the 
burden. . And by two or. three o’clock in the morning, I was 
sure to hear him breathing out prayers for the peace and pros- 
perity of Sion. When I observed to him, I was afraid-it would 
hurt his health, and wished him to sleep more, he would answer, 
‘O Polly, the cause of God lies near my heart!’ » 

“ Towards me, his tenderness was exerted in its utmost.ex- 
tent. My soul, my body, my health, my ease and comfort, 
were his daily study. We had no thought, either past or pre- 
sent, which we purposely concealed from each other. My spi- 
ritual advancement was his constant endeavour ; and to this he 
was continually stirring me up, inviting me to walk more closely 
with God; urging. that thought, ‘O my dear, let us pray for 
dying grace; for we shall not be here ‘long.’ His temporal 
affairs he committed solely to me, though he was always ready 
to assist me in the smallest matters. 

12. “ One article more remains to be rene 6f, namely, his 
communion with God. Although he enjoyed this, more or less, 
at all times, and in all places, yet I have frequently heard him 
observe that the seasons of his closest communion were always 
in his own house, or in,the church : usually in the latter. It is 
much to be lamented that we have no account of it from his own 
pen. It was his constant endeavour to set the Lord before him, 
and to maintain an uninterrupted sense of his presence. In 
order to this, he was slow of speech, and had the greatest 
government of his words. Indeed he both acted, and spoke, 
and thought, as under the eye of God. And thus he remained 
unmoved in all occurrences ; at all times and on every occasion 
possessing inward recollection. Nor did I ever see him divert- 
ed therefrom on any occasion whatever, either going out or 
coming im, whether by ourselves or in company. Sometimes 
he took his journeys alone ; but above a thousand miles I have 
travelled with him: during which neither change of company, 
nor of place, nor the variety of circumstances ‘which naturally 
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eccur in travelling, ever seemed to make the least difference 
in his firm attention to the presence of God. To preserve this 
uniform habit of soul, he was~so watchful and recollected, that 
to-such as were unexperienced in these things, it might appear 
like insensibility. But.no one could converse in a more lively 
and sensible manner, vee? natural things, when he saw it was 
to the glory of God. He was always striving to raise his own, 
and every other spirit, to a close and’ immediate: intercourse 
with God. ‘And I can say with truth, all his union with me 
was so intermingled with prayer and praise, that every employ- 
ment, and every meal, was, as it were, perfumed therewith.”? 

¥3. I subjoin’ to: the above an extract of a letter which [ 
wrote to Mr. Wesley in the year 1786, concerning the charac- 
ter of Mr. Fletcher, and which was published in the former edi- 
tion. of his Life. .For although, as Mr. Wesley observéd, most 
of the ‘particulars thereof are contained in ‘the preceding pages, 
yet as they are here placed in another order, and have also seve- 
ral new circumstances intermixed, it is hoped they will be both 
agreeable and profitable to every person of piety. 

.As to drawing the character of that great and goodman, as 
I then observed, it is what I will. not attempt: but if I can 
suggest any thing that will assist the reader to form a proper 
idea of, and excite him to imitate: his excellencies, I shall think 
my little labour well bestowed. With ‘this view I have looked 
over most of his letters, and observe in them all, what I have a 
thousand ‘times observed in his conversation and behaviour, the 
plainest marks of every Christian grace and virtue. 

Perhaps if he followed his Master more closely in one thing 
than another, it was in poverty of spirit. Itis one branch of 
this to think meanly of ourselves. And he certainly thought 
thus of himself in every respect; as a Christian, as a Preacher, 
and asa Writer. Ineed not say how he shone in all those 
characters; but he knew not that he shone in any of them. 
How low an opinion he had of himself manifestly appears from 
his placing himself at the feet of all, and showing a continual 
desire to learn from every company he wasin. He paid all due 

deference to the judgment of others, readily acknowledged 
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whatever was good in them, and seemed to think himself the 
only person in whom there dwelt no excellency worth notice. 
Hence it was, that he often wrote and spoke, as we have seen 
in many parts of these Memoirs, as if the had not received»that 
grace, which he undoubtedly had‘received. Indeed he over: 
looked what he: had attained, mee the eager desire he had 
of higher and greater things; and,’as many of his letters show, 
thought very meanly of his own attaitiments, through the Con- 
tinually increasing views which he had. of the Divine Purity, 
and of the high degree of conformity sot which is»attain- 
able even in this world. «. 

14, As difficult as it is to thinle ntl of ourselves, it is 
still more difficult to be willing that others: should think meanly 
of us. And how eminent he »was in this respeet appears from 
hence, that he was constantly upon his guard, lést any expres- 
sion should drop either from his lips or pen, which-might tend 
to make any one think well of him; either on account. of his 
family, or learning, or parts, or usefulness. Yea, he took as 
much pains to conceal his excellencies, as others do to show 
theirs ; having the same desire to be little and asap: which 
many have to be known and esteemed. : 

15.» Blessed are they that: mourn, said the Lord Jesus. And 
this blessedness was as certainly his as that just mentioned. 
He was a man of a serious spirit, one that stood at the utmost 
distance from levity'of every kind. ‘Though he was constantly 
cheerful, as’ rejoicing in hope of the heavenly inheritance, yet 
had he too deep a sense of his own wants, and the wants of the 
church of God, as also of the sins and miseries of mankind, to 
be at any time light or trifling, I have a letter before me 
(dated Dec. 1771,) which at once gives us a picture of hig 
seriousness, watchfulness, and earnestness ; and contains | ad- 
vices well deserving the consideration of all that fear “God,— 
‘There is undoubtedly,” said) he, “such a thing as the full 
assurance of faith. Be not discouraged on account of thou- 
sands, who stop short of it: itis our own. fault if we do not 
attain it—God would give us ample’ satisfaction if we did but 
deeply feel our wants.—Both you and I want a deeper awaken- 
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ing, which will produce a death to outward things and specu- 
lative knowledge. Let us shut our eyes to the gilded clouds 
without us: let us draw inward, and search after God, if haply 
we may find him. Let us hold fast our confidence, though we 
are often constrained against hope, to believe in hope. But 
Jet us not rest in our confidence, as thousands do: let it help 
us to struggle and wait till he come. Let us habituate our- 
selves to live inwardly. This will solemnize us,and prevent 
our trifling with the things of God. We may be thankful for 
what we have, without resting in it. We may strive, and yet 
not trust in our striving ; but expect all from divine grace.” 

16. In these words, Mr. Fletcher gives us not only an exam- 
ple of holy mourning, but likewise of hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness. In this he was peculiarly worthy of our imitation, 
He never rested in any thing he had either experienced or 
done in spiritual matters. But this one thing he did: forgetting 
those things that were behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which were before, he pressed towards the mark for the 
prize of the hgh calling of God in Christ Jesus: he was a true 
Christian racer, always on the stretch for higher and better 
things. Though his attainments, both in experience and useful- 
ness, were above the common standard, yet the language of his 
conversation and behaviour always was, Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfected ; but I follow after, 
if by any means Imay apprehend that for which Iam apprehended 
of Christ Jesus. He had his eye upon a full conformity to the 
Son of God; or what the apostle terms, The measure of the sta- 
ture of the fulness of Christ. Nor could he be satisfied with 
any thing less. 

17. And he was meek, like his Master, as well as lowly m 
heart. Not that he was so by nature; but a man of strong pas- 
sions, and prone to anger in particular: insomuch that he has 
frequently thrown himself on the floor, and lain there most of 
the night, bathed in tears, imploring victory over his own spirit. 
And he did not strive in vain: he did obtain the victory in a 
very eminent degree. Yea, so thoroughly had grace subdued 


nature ; so fully was he renewed in the spirit of his mind, that 
AG 
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for many years before his death, I believe, he was never observed 
by any one, friend, or foe, to be out of temper, nor heard to 
utter a rash expression, on any provocation whatever ; and pro- 
vocation he sometimes met with, and that in a high degree ; 
especially from those whose religious sentiments he thought it 
his duty to oppose. I have often thought the testimony that 
Bishop Burnet (in the History of his own Times) bears of Arch- 
bishop Leighton, might be borne of him with equal propriety. 
“ After an intimate acquaintance with the Archbishop for many 
years, and after being with him by night and by day, at home 
and abroad, in public and in private, on sundry occasions and in 
various affairs: I must say, ] never heard an idle word drop 
from his lips, nor any conversation which was not to the use of 
edifying. I never saw him in any temper in which I myself 
would not have wished to be found at death.”? Any one that 
has been intimately acquainted with Mr. Fletcher, will say the 
same of him. But they that knew him best, will say it with 
the most assurance. 

18. Hence arose his readiness to bear with the weaknesses, 
and forgive the faults of others: which was the more remark- 
able, considering bis flaming zeal against sin, and deep concern 
for the glory of God. Such hatred to sin, and such love to the 
sinner, | never saw joined together before. This circumstance, 
above others, convinced me of the height of his grace, per- 
- ceiving that he bore so much of his Master’s image, whose 
hatred to sin, and love to sinners are equally infinite. He took 
all possible pains to detect what was evil, in any of those that 
were under his care; pursuing it through all its turnings and 
windings, and stripping it of all its disguises. Yet none were 
so ready to excuse it, when it was confessed, and to conceal it 
even from his most intimate friends. f 

He never mentioned the faults of an absent person unless 
absolute duty required it. And then he spoke with the utmost 
tenderness, extenuating, rather than aggravating them. None 
could draw his picture more exactly than St. Paul has done, in 
the thirteenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians. 
Every feature in that masterly piece of apostolic painting was 
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found in him. Let all that knew him, especially his intimate 
friends, recollect the spirit and behaviour of this servant of the 
God of love; and then let them judge whether I exaggerate 
when I say, He suffered long and was kind: he envied not : acted 
not rashly : was not puffed up: did not behave himself unseemly : 
sought not his own: was not provoked. He thought no evil, re- 
joiced not in iniquity, but rejoiced in the truth. He covered all 
things, believed all things, hoped all things, and endured all things. 
It would be easy to enlarge on all these particulars, and show 
how they were exemplified in him. 

19. But waving this, I would only observe, that with regard 
to two of them, kindness to others, and not seeking his own, he 
had few equals. His kindness to others was such, that he 
bestowed his all upon them: his time, his talents, his substance. 
His knowledge, his eloquence, his health, his money, were 
employed day by day for the good of mankind. He prayed, he 
wrote, he preached, he visited the sick and well: he conversed, 
he gave, he laboured, he suffered, winter and summer, night and 
day: he endangered, nay, destroyed his health, and in the end, 
gave his life also for the profit of his neighbours, that they 
might be saved from everlasting death. He denied himself 
even such food as was necessary for him, that he might have to 
give them that had none. And when he was constrained to 
change his manner of living, still his diet was plain and simple. 
And so were his clothing and furniture, that he might save all 
that was possible for his poor neighbours. — 

He sought not his own in any sense : not his own honour, but 
the honour of God, in all he said or did: he sought not his own 
interest, but the interest of his Lord, spreading knowledge, 
holiness, and happiness, as far as he possibly could. He sought 
not his own pleasure, but studied to please all men for their 
good to edification : and to please Him that had called him to 
his kingdom and glory. And yet it is certain, he found the 
greatest pleasure in pleasing God and-his neighbour. For 
nothing could give a higher delight than this to his pious and 
benevolent mind. 
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20. In the meantime he was a man of peace, and spared no 
pains to restore it where it was broken. He gave numberless 
proofs of this amiable disposition. When we were at Tre- 
vecka, (to mention but one instance,) two of the students were 
bitterly prejudiced against each other. He took them into a 
room by themselves, reasoned with them, wept over them, and 
at last prevailed. Their hearts were broken: they were melted 
down : they fell upon each others necks and wept aloud. 

The pains which he took to make peace at the Leeds Con- 
ference, in 1784, will not easily be forgotten. And although he 
could not prevail so far as might have been desired, yet his 
labour was not In vain. 

But I do not attempt to draw his full character. I will only 
add, what the apostle recommends to the Philippians, was 
exactly copied by him. He was blameless and harmless, a son 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation ; shining among them as a light in the world. 

21. To the above, Mr. Wesley adds: “J think one talent 
wherewith God had endued Mr. Fletcher, has not been sufli- 
ciently noted yet. I mean his courtesy: m which there was 
not the least touch either of art or affectation. It was pure 
and genuine, and sweetly constrained him to behave to every 
one, (although particularly to inferiors,) in a manner not to be 
described: with so inexpressible a mixture of humility, love, 
and respect. This directed his words, the tone of his voice, 
his looks, his whole attitude, his every motion. This seems to 
be intended by St. Paul, in those words, Odx deynuove?. Not 
so well expressed in our translation by behaveth not itself 
anseemly. Do not the words literally mean, Is not ill-bred ? 
Behaves on all occasions with decency and good breeding ? 
Certainly so did Mr. Fletcher. Never did any man more per- 
fectly suit his whole behaviour to the persons and the occasion. 
So that one might apply to him, with great propriety, the words 
of the ancient poet,— 

*Tlum, quicquid agit, quoquo vestigia tendit 
Componit furtim subsequiturq; Degor.” 
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I cannot translate this: but I can give the English reader a 
parallel, and more than a parallel. 


*€ Grace was in all his steps, heaven in his eye, 
In all his gestures sanctity and love.’ 


NS 


CHAPTER XII. 


Mis Death. 


‘1. « SOME weeks before he was taken ill, (says Mrs. Flet- 
cher,) he mentioned to me a peculiar manifestation of love, 
which he received in his own house, with the application of 
those words, Thou shalt walk with mein white. He added, It 
is a little thing so to hang upon God by faith, as to feel no 
departure from him, and no rising in the heart against him. 
This does not satisfy me. And I sometimes find such gleams of 
light and love, such wafts, as it were, of the heavenly air, so 
powerful as if they would just then take my soul with them to 
glory! ButIam not filled. 1 want to be filled with all the fulness 
of God. In conformity to these sentiments, when he was.in 
his last illness, he expressed himself thus, ‘7 am filled, most 
sweetly filled.’ This conveyed much to my mind, as I under- 
stood by it the accomplishment of his large desires. 

2. “ Some time before the beginning of his last sickness, he was 
peculiarly penetrated with a sense of the nearness of eternity. 
There was scarce an hour in which he was not calling upon us 
to drop every thought and every care, that we might attend to 
nothing but the drinking deeper into God. We spent much 
time in wrestling with God, and were led in a peculiar mannex 
to abandon our whole selves, our souls and bodies, into the hands 
of God; ready to do, and willing to suffer whatever was well- 
pleasing to Him. poe 

“And now the time drew near when his faith was to be 
called to its last grand exercise. A little before this, being on his 
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knees in prayer for light, whether he should go to Lendon or 
not? The answer to him seemed to be, ‘ Not to London, but to 
thy grave.’ When he acquainted me with this, he said, with a 
heavenly smile, ‘ Satan would represent it to me as something 
dreadful, enforcing those words, The cold grave! thecold grave * 
On the Sunday following, (I think it was the next day,) that 
anthem was sung in church, The Lord is my shepherd, therefore 
can I lack nothing. He shall feed me in green pastures, and lead 
me forth beside the waters of comfort. He shall convert my soul, 
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness fur his name's 
sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I shall fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and staff 
shall comfort me. Thou shalt prepare a table before me, against 
them that trouble me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, and 
my cup shall be full. 

‘6 In his return home, he observed in how uncommon a de- 
gree these words had been blessed to his soul. And from that 
very time I do not remember to have seen in him any, the least 
marks of temptation. He showed an unusual cheerfulness and 
liveliness in every part of his work, and seemed to increase in 
strength of body, as well as in strength of soul. Truly it was 
to him according to his faith. He feared no evil, and his cup 
was filled with piscine and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 

“On Thursday, August 4, he was employed in the work of 
God from three in the afternoon till nine at night. When he 
came home, he said, ‘ I have taken cold ;? but seemed not to re- 
gard it. He was far from well on Friday and Saturday ; but 
was uncommonly drawn out in prayer. On Saturday night he 
was abundantly worse, and his fever appeared very strong. I 
begged that he would. by no means think of going to church in 
the morning. But he told me it was the will of the Lord; in 
which case I never dared to persuade.” 

3. The Rev. Mr. Gilpin (as he has informed ns) “ called 
upon him in the morning, with an earnest request that he would 
permit him, if not to take the whole of his duty on that day, at 
least to share it with him. But this he would by no means be 
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prevailed upon to suffer, assuring him with an air of holy con- 
fidence, that God would sufficiently strengthen him to go through 
the duties of the day. This was his last appearance in public ; 
and several who were present upon this memorable occasion, 
were affected beyond all description, with the melancholy cir- 
cumstances of the day. He opened the reading service with 
apparent strength ; but before he had proceeded far in it, his 
countenance changed, his speech began to falter, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that he could keep himself from faint- 
ing. Every eye was riveted upon him, deep solicitude was 
painted on every face, and confused murmurs of distress ran 
through the whole congregation. In the midst of this affecting 
scene, Mrs. Fletcher was seen pressing through the crowd, and 
earnestly entreating her dying husband no longer to attempt what 
appeared to be utterly impracticable. But he, as though con- 
scious that he was engaged in his last public work, mildly refu- 
sed to be entreated ; and struggling against an almost insupport- 
able languor, constrained himself to continue the service. The 
windows being opened, he appeared to be a little refreshed, and 
begun to preach with a strength and recollection that surprised 
all present. In the course of his sermon, the idea of his weak- 
ness was almost lost in the freedom and energy with which he 
delivered himself. Mercy was the subject of his discourse ; and 
while he expatiated on this glorious attribute of the Deity, its 
unsearchable extent, its eternal duration, and its astonishing 
effects, he appeared to be carried above all the fears and feel- 
ings of mortality. There was something in his appearance and 
manner that gave his word an irresistible influence upon this 
solemn occasion, An awful concern was awakened through the 
whole assembly, and every one’s heart was uncommonly moved. 
Upon the hearts of his friends, in particular, a most affecting 
impression was made at this season; and what deepened that 
impression was the sad presentment which they read in each 
other’s countenance, of their pastor’s approaching dissolution. 
‘‘ After sermon he walked up to the communion table, utter- 
ing these words, ‘I am going to throw myself under the wings 
of the cherubim, before the mercy seat? Here the same dis- 
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tressing scene was renewed with additional solemnity. ‘The 
people were deeply affected while they beheld him offering up 
the last languid remains of a life that had been lavishly spent 
in their service. Groans and tears were on every side. In 
going through this last part of his duty, he was exhausted again 
and again; but his spiritual vigour triumphed over his bodily 
weakness. After several times sinking on the sacramental 
table, he still resumed his sacred work, and cheerfully distributed, 
with his dying hand, the love-memorials of his dymg Lord. In 
the course of this concluding office, which he performed by 
means of the most astonishing exertions, he gave out several 
verses of hymns, and delivered many affectionate exhortations to 
his people, calling upon them, at intervals, to celebrate the 
mercy of God in short songs of adoration and praise. And 
now, having struggled through a service of near four hours con- 
tinuance, he was supported, with blessings in his mouth, from the 
altar to his chamber, where he lay for some time in a swoon, 
and from whence he never walked into the world again.” 

“ After this, (proceeds Mrs. Fletcher,) he dropt into a sleep 
for some time, and, on waking, cried out with a pleasant smile, 
‘ Now, my dear, thou seest I am no worse for doing the Lord’s 
work. He never fails me when I trust in him.’ Having eaten 
a little dinner, he dozed most of the evening, now and then 
waking up with the praises of God in his mouth. At night his 
fever returned, but it was not violent; and yet his strength 
decreased amazingly. On Monday and Tuesday we had a 
little paradise together. He lay ona couch in the study; and 
though often changing posture, was sweetly pleasant, and fre- 
quently slept a good while together. When he was awake, he 
delighted in hearing me read hymns, and treatises on faith and 
love. His words were all animating, and his patience beyond 
expression. When he had a very nauseous medicine to take, 
he seemed to enjoy the cross, according to a word which he 
was used often to repeat, ‘ We are to seek a perfect conformity 
to the will of God; and leave him to give us pleasure or pain, 
as it seemeth him good.’ 
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“J asked him, Whether he had any directions to give me, if 
he should be taken from me? since I desired to form my whole 
life thereby. He replied, ‘No, not by mine: the Holy Ghost 
shall direct: thee. I have nothing particular to say.’ I said, 
Have you any conviction, that God is about to take you? He 
said, ‘No; only I always see death so inexpressibly near, that 
we both seem to stand on the verge of eternity.’ While he 
slept a little, I besought the Lord, if it were his good pleasure, 
to spare him to me a little longer. But my prayer seemed to ~ 
have no wings: and I could not help mingling continually there- 
with, Lord, give me perfect resignation! This uncertainty 
made me tremble, lest God was going to put into my hands the 
bitter cup with which he threatened my husband. Some weeks 
before, I myself was ill of a fever, and not without danger. My 
husband then felt the whole parting scene, and struggled for a 
perfect resignation. He said, ‘O Polly, shall I ever see the day 
when thou must be carried out to bury! How will the. little 
things which thy tender care has prepared for me, in every part 
of the house, wound and distress me! How is it? I think I feel 
jealousy! Iam jealous of the worms! I seem to shrink at the 
thought of giving my dear Polly to the worms.’ 

4. “ Now all these reflections returned upon my heart with 
the weight of a millstone. I cried to the Lord, and these words 
were deeply impressed on my spirit, Where Iam, there shall my 
servants be, that they may behold my glory. This promise was 
full of comfort to my soul. J saw that in Christ’s immediate 
presence was our home, and that we should have our re-union 
in being deeply centred in him. I received it as a fresh mar- 
riage for eternity; as such | trust for ever to hold it. All that 
day, whenever I thought of the expression, to behold my glory, 
it seemed to wipe away every tear, and was as the ring whereby 
we were joined anew. 

“ Awaking some time after he said, ‘ Polly, I have been think- 
ing it was Israel’s fault that they asked for signs. We will not 
do so: but abandoning our whole selves to the will of God, 
will lie patiently before him ; assured that he will do all things 
well.’ 

AZ 
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“My dear love, said I, If I have ever done or said any 
thing to grieve thee, how will the remembrance wound my 
heart, if thou shouldst be taken from me! He entreated me, 
with inexpressible tenderness, not to allow the thought, declaring 
his thankfulness for our union, in a variety of words written on 
my heart with the adamantine pen of friendship deeply dipt in 
blood. ; 

“On Wednesday, he told me, he had received such a manifes- 
tation of the full meaning of those words, God is love, as he 
could never be able to express. ‘It fills my heart,’ said he 
‘every moment: O Polly, my dear Polly, God ts love! Shout! 
shout aloud! I want a gust of praise to go to the ends of the 
earth! But it seems as if I could not speak much longer. Let 
us fix on a sign between ourselves.’ ‘ Now,’ said he, (tapping 
me twice with his finger,) ‘1 mean, God is love. And we will 
draw each other into God. Observe! By this we will draw 
each other into God.’ 

“Sally coming in, he cried out, ‘ O Sally, God is love! Shout 
both of you! I want to hear you shout his praise !? All this time 
the medical friend, who attended him diligently, hoped he was in 
no danger: as he had no headach, but much sleep, without the 
least delirium, and an almost regular pulse. So was the disease, 
though commissioned to take his life, restrained by the power 
of God. 

“ On Thursday his speech began to fail. While he was able, 
he spoke to all that came in his way. Hearing that a stranger 
was in the house, he ordered her to be called up. But the ut- 
tering only two sentences made him ready to faint away. And 
while he had any power of speech, he would not be silent to his 
friendly Doctor, « O Sir, said he, you take much thought for my 
body: permit me to take thought for your soul!’—When I could 
scarce understand any thing he said, I spoke these words, God is 
love. Instantly, as if all his powers were awakened, he broke 
out ina rapture, ‘God is love! love! love! O for that gust of 
praise ! I want to sound !"——Here his voice again failed. All 
this time he was much in pain, and suffered many ways: but still 
with such unutterable patience, as none but those that were 
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present can conceive. If I did but name his sufferings, he 
would smile and make the sign. 

“On Friday, observing his body covered with spots, I felt a 
sword pierce through my soul. As I was kneeling by his side, 
with my hand in his, entreating the Lord to be with us in this 
tremendous hour, he strove to say many things, but could not 
articulate the words. All he could do was to press my hand, 
- and frequently repeat the sign. At last, he breathed out, 
‘ Head of the Church, be head to my wife! 

“‘ When I was forced to leave him for a few moments, Sally 
said to him, ‘ My dear Master, do you know me?’ He replied, 
‘God will put his right hand under you.’ She added, ‘O my 
dear Master, should you be taken away, what a disconsolate 
creature will my poor, dear mistress be!’ He replied, ‘ God will 
be her all in all.’ 

“* He always took a peculiar pleasure in repeating or hearing 
those words, 


‘ Jesw’s blood through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy cries.’ 


Whenever I repeated them to him, he would answer, ‘ Bound- 
less! boundless! boundless!’ He now added, though not with- 
out much difficulty, 


‘ Mercy’s full power I soon shall prove, 
Lov’d with an everlasting love.’ 


“On Saturday in the afternoon, his fever seemed quite off, 
and a few friends standing near his bed, he reached his hand to 
each: and looking on a minister, said, ‘ Are you ready to assist 
to-morrow?’ His recollection surprised us, as the day of the 
week had not been named in the room. Many were of opinion 
he would recover: and one of them said to him, ‘ Do you think 
the Lord will raise you up?’ He strove to answer, and could 
just pronounce, ‘ Raise me up in the resurr” Meaning in 
the resurrection. To another, who asked the same question, he 
said, ‘J leave it all to God.’ 
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“Tn the evening the fever came againSind with greater vio- 
lence than ever. The mucus then falling on his throat, almost 
strangled him. It was supposed the same painful symptom 
would grow more and more violent to the last. As I felt this 
exquisitely, I cried to the Lord to removeit. And, glory be 
to his name, he did} From that time it returned no more. 

“As night drew on, I perceived him dying very fast. His 
fingers could hardly make the sign, which he scarce ever 
forgot: and his speech seemed quite gone. I said, My dear 
creature, I ask not for myself: J know thy soul: but for the sake 
of others, If Jesus be very present with thee, lift up thy right 
hand. Immediately he did. If the prospect of glory sweetly 
open before thee, repeat the sign. He instantly raised it 
again, and in half a minute, a second time. He then threw it 
up, as if he would reach the top of the bed. After this, his 
hands moved no more. But on my saying, Art thou in pain? 
He answered, ‘No.’ From this time he lay in a kind of sleep, 
though with his eyes open and fixt. For the most part he sat 
upright, against pillows, with his head a little inclining to one 
side. And so remarkably composed, yea, triumphant was his 
countenance, that the least trace of death was scarcely discern- 
ible init. Eighteen hours he was in this situation, breathing © 
like a person in common sleep. About thirty-five minutes past 
ten on Sunday night, August 14, his precious soul entered into 
the joy of his Lord, without one struggle or groan, in the fifty- 
sixth year of his age. 

“ And here I break off my mournful story : but on my bleed- 
ing heart, the fair picture of his heavenly excellencies will be 
for ever drawn.” 

5. The reader will not think me tedious, if I subjoin here the 
account which the Rev. Mr. Gilpin has given of this last scene 
of the life of this incomparable man. “ After having mani- 
fested so much resolution and constancy in fighting the good 
fight of faith, it is no wonder that Mr. Fletcher was permitted 
to finish his course with joy, and that the concluding scenes of his 
warfare were peculiarly triumphant and glorious. Equally 
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prepared for every e¥ent, he met his last great trial with all 
that composure and steadiness, which had invariably distin- 
guished him upon every former occasion of suffering. He 
entered the valley of the shadow of death, as one who feared no 
evil. He considered it as the high road to that incorruptible 
inheritance which is reserved for the saints: and, looking for- 
ward with a hope full of immortality, he saw, beyond its limi- 
ted gloom, those everlasting hills of light and glory to which his 
soul aspired. 

“A few days before his dissolution, he appeared to have 
reached that desirable point, where the last rapturous discove- 
ries are made to the souls of dying saints. Roused as it were, 
with the shouts of angels, and kindled into rapture with visions 
of glory, he broke into a song of holy triumph, which began 
and ended with the praises of God’s unfathomable love. He 
laboured to declare the secret manifestations he enjoyed ; but his 
sensations were too powerful for utterance, and after looking 
inexpressible things, he contented himself with calling upon 
all around him to celebrate and shout out that adorable love, 
which can never be fully comprehended or adequately ex- 
pressed. This triumphant frame of mind was not a tran- 
sient feeling, but a state that he continued to enjoy, with little 
or no discernible interruption, to the moment of his death. 
While he possessed the power of speech, he spake as one whose 
lips had been touched with a hve coal from the altar; and 
when deprived of that power, his countenance discovered 
that he was sweetly engaged in the contemplation of eternal 
things. 

“‘On the day of his departure, as 1 was preparing to attend 
my own church, which was at the distance of nine miles from 
Madeley, I received a hasty message from Mrs. Fletcher, re- 
questing my immediate attendance at the vicarage. I instantly 
followed the messenger, and found Mr. Fletcher with every 
symptom of approaching dissolution upon him. I had ever 
looked upon this man of God with an extraordinary degree of 
affection and reverence; and on this afflicting occasion my 
heart was uncommonly affected and depressed. It was now 
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in vain to recollect that public duty reqmred my presence in 
another place: unfitted for every duty except that of silently 
watching the bed of death, I found it impossible to withdraw 
from the solemn scene to which I had been summoned. I had 
received from this evangelical teacher, in days that were past, 
many excellent precepts with respect to holy livmg ; and now I 
desired to receive from him the important lesson with respect 
to holy dying. And truly this concluding lesson was of inesti- 
mable worth, since so much patience and resignation, so much 
peace and composure, were scarcely ever discovered in the 
same circumstances before.—Let me die the death of the righ- 
teous, and let my last end be like his! 

‘“¢ While their pastor was breathing out his soul into the hands 
of a faithful Creator ; his people were offering up their joint 
supplications on his behalf in the house of God. Little, how- 
ever, was seen among them on that trying occasion, but affliction 
and tears. Indeedit was a day much to be remembered, for the 
many affecting testimonies of distress, which appeared on every 
side. The whole village wore an air of consternation and sad- 
ness, and not one joyful song was heard among all its inhabi- 
tants :—Hasty messengers were passing to and fro with anxious 
inquiries and confused reports :—And the members of every 
family sat together in silence that day, awaiting, with trembling 
expectation, the issue of every hour. After the conclusion of 
evening service, several of the poor, who came from distant 
parts, and who were usually entertained under Mr. Fletcher’s 
roof, still lingered about the house, and seemed unable to tear 
themselves away from the place, without a sight of their expi- 
ring-pastor. Secretly informed of their desire, I obtained them 
the permission they wished. And the door of the chamber 
being set open, immediately before which Mr. Fletcher was 
sitting upright in his bed, with the curtains undrawn, unaltered 
in his usual venerable appearance, they slowly moved one by 
one along the gallery, severally pausing as they passed by the 
door, and casting in a look of mingled supplication and anguish. It 
was, indeed, an affecting sight, to behold these unfeigned mourn- 
ers successively presenting themselves before the bed of their 
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dying benefactor, with an inexpressible eagerness in their looks, 
and then dragging themselves away from his presence with a 
distressing consciousness that they should see his face no more. 

“ And now the hour speedily approached that was to put a 
solemn termination to our hopes and fears. His weakness very 
perceptibly increased, but his countenance continued unaltered 
to the last. If there was any visible change in his feelings, he 
appeared more at ease and more sweetly composed, as the 
moment of his dismission drew near. Our eyes were riveted 
upon him in awful expectation. But whatever we had felt be- 
fore, no murmuring thought was suffered, at this interesting 
period, to darken the glories of so illustrious a scene.—All was 
silence,—when the last angelic minister suddenly arrived, and 
performed his important commission with so much stillness and 
secrecy that it was impossible to determine the exact moment 
of its completion. Mrs. Fletcher was kneeling by the side of 
her departing husband ; one who had attended him with uncom- 
mon assiduity during the last stages of his distemper, sat at his 
head ; while I sorrowfully waited near his feet. Uncertain whe- 
ther or not he was totally separated from us, we pressed nearer, 
and hung over his bed in the attitude of listening attention,— 
his lips had ceased to move, and his head was gently sinking 
upon his bosom,—we stretched out our hands; but his warfare 
was accomplished, and the happy spirit had taken its everlasting 
flight. 

“‘ Such was the undisturbed and triumphant death of this emi- 
nently holy and laborious pastor, who entered into rest on the 
evening of Sunday, August 14, 1785. Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord! They rest from their painful labours, and 
are followed by those exemplary works which they considered 
as unworthy a place in their remembrance: they escape from 
the windy storm and tempest, and are brought to their desired ha- 
ven: they have a right to the tree of life, they enter in through the 
gates into the city, and stand with everlasting acceptance in the 
presence of God. 

“ This afflicting providence is severely felt by the survivor, 
who has lost, at this separating stroke, whatever she had 
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counted most valuable on this side eternity. But, while she 
feels all the anguish of an immediate separation from her dear- 
est friend, she looks forward with a joyful hope of being one 
day united to his happy spirit, where the pangs of parting can 
be known no more. Mrs. Fletcher was surrounded, upon this 
sad occasion, by a multitude of sincere mourners, who, while 
they deplored the loss of their inestimable pastor, recollected, 
with peculiar satisfaction, that the last years of his life had 
been years of abundant consolation and peace :—and who now 
rejoice that, in his removal from among them, he left behind 
him a lively representative of himself, one who enters into his 
labours and watches over his flock, a support to the needy, a 
guide to the ignorant, and a mother in Israel.” 

6. So far Mr. Gilpin. Mrs. Fletcher adds, “ When I call to 
mind his ardent zeal, his laborious endeavours to seek and save 
the lost, his diligence in the employment of his time, his Christ- 
like condescension towards me, and_his uninterrupted converse 
with heaven: I may well be allowed to add, My loss is beyond 
the power of words to paint. I have often gone through deep 
waters ; but all my afflictions were nothing to this. Well: I 
want no pleasant prospect but upwards ; nor any thing whereon 
to fix my hope, but immortality. 

‘From the time I have had the happiness and honour of 
being with him, every day more and more convinced me he 
was the Christian. J saw, I loved, in him, the image of my 
Saviour, and thought myself the happiest of women in the 
possession of the most sympathizing and heavenly friend. My 
sorrow bears a due proportion. But it is alleviated by that 
thought, United in God we cannot be divided. No: we are of 
one household still: we are joined in Him, as our centre, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. It is 


said of New Testament believers, they are come to the spirits of 


just men made perfect : to the glorious privilege of communion 
with the Church triumphant. But this is far more apparent to 
the eyes of celestial spirits, than to ours, which are yet veiled 
with flesh and blood. Yet as there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, and as the prayers of saints still on earth 
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are “represented “by i mcense. in 1 the hands of the elders, I can 
‘only consider departed spirits, and. ministering angels, as one 
innumerable ‘company, continually surrounding uss And are 
they | not” as nearly united to their fellow-soldiers now, as when 
they were in the. body?» “What should hinder? Gratitude and 
affection ¢ are natives of. heaven, and live forever there. For- ° 
getfulness is a property. of | mortality, and drops off with the 
body. Therefore. _ they that Joved us in the Lord, will surely . 
love. us for ever’ « can any thing material interrupt the sight or 
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« On the 17th’ “his oa re were. deposited in Madeley 
coals amidst the tears and lamentations. of thousands. 
The service was” performed by t he | Rev. Mr. Hatton, rector of 
Waters-Upton, whom God enabled to pay a public tribute of 
respect to ‘the memory of this great man, By a funeral sermon 
from: Hebrews Kill. 7, and io; ‘speak in a pathe hetic manner to the 
weeping ‘flock. a te po seg at my an st, oy aoe the 
following paper. tA uae tf 

Pa As it was. the desire of my “beloved ‘hasband't to ne ‘iced 
a ‘this plain manner, 80, out of cane he aes that 
I might ; a be present. And in- 
hr. F388 ty oe ‘ . 

_ “Permit me taken: by: the mouth of a friend, to Hear an “open 
testimony to the glory of God, that if who have known ‘him in 
the ‘most perfect manner, am constrained to declare, that I never 
knew any one walk so. closely i in the ways of God as he did. The 
‘Lord'gave him a conscience tender as the apple ofaneye. And 
he literally preferred the interest of every one'to his own. ‘ 

“He was. rigidly just, and perfectly 1 loose from aftachaent to 
the world. »He shared his all with the poor, who lay so close 
to his heatt, that, at'the approach of death, when he could not 
speak without difficulty, he cried out, ‘O my poor! What shall 
become of my poor? He was blessed with so great a degree of | 
humility, as is scarce to be found. Iam. witness how often he 
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has rejoiced in being treated with contempt. Indeed, at seemed | 
the very food of his soul, to be little ‘and unknown, 

« His zeal for souls J need not tell you. Let the ihenele of 
twenty-five years, and a martyr’s death in the conclusion, imprint 
it on your hearts. \ His diligent visiting of the sick, occasioned 
the fever, which, by God’s commission, tore him from you and 
me. And his-vehement desire to take his last leave of you with 
dying lips and hands, gave (it is supposed) — the finishing stroke, 
by preparing his blood for putrefaction. Thus has: he lived and 
died your servant. And will any of you ee: to meet him at 
God’s right-hand in that day ? ee ee A Way! 

“He walked with death always” in his’ ite. About two 
months ago, he came to me and said, ‘ ‘My dear love, I know not 
how it is, but 1] have a strange impression, death is near us, as if 
it were to be some. sudden stroke upon one of us. And it draws 
out all my soul in prayer, that we may be ready. ” ~He then 
broke out, ‘ Lord, prepare t the soul thou wilt call! And O! stand 
by the poor disconsolate one that shall be left behind ! Pr 

“ A few days before his departure, he was filled with love in 
an uncommon ma nner. ‘The same he testified as long as he had 
a voice, and continued to the end, by a most lamb-like patience, 
in which he smiled over death, and set his’ last seal to the ee 
truths he had so long” preached among you. Thi inte a yaeee* 

“ Three years, nine months, and two days, I have. ‘am a 

my heavenly-minded husband. But now the sun of my earthly 
joys is set for ever, and my soul filled with an anguish, which 
only finds its consolation in a total resignation to the will of 
God. When I was-asking the Lord, if he pleased to spare him 
to me a little longer, the following promise was impressed on 
my mind, Where I am, there shall:my servants be, that Wile 
behold my glory. Lord, hasten. the time.” — 6 pie. 

8. “There is little need, ? says Mr. . Wesley, “of adding : any 
farther character of this man of God to the foregoing account, 
given by one who wrote’ out of the fulness of her hearty: ra 
would only observe, that for many years I despaired of finding 
an inhabitant of Great Britain that could stand in any degree 
of comparison with Gregory Lopez, or Mon. de Renty. But 
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r. Fletcher were at all infe- 
ence as deep communion with 
- God, and as high a’ measure, of inward: holiness, as was expe- 
rienced by either one or the other of. those burning and shining 
lights! & ‘And it i is certain, his ‘outward light” shone before men, 
 owith full as bright a lustre : as theirs. _ I was intimately acquainted 
with him for thirty years. I conversed with him morning, noon, 
. and night, without the least reserve, during a journey of many 
hindred miles. | And in all that time, Inever heard him speak 
_ an improper word, or saw him do an improper action. To con- 
Bide “Within in fourscore. } ears, T have known. many excellent 
he life. ‘But one equal to him Ihave not 
inowtbiyonie so. if rmly and deeply devoted to God. So un- 
blameable a man in every ‘respect, I have not found either in 
Europe or America Ee ara ~ ae ‘to find” another such on 
this’ side eternity. Se Re ako F 
Vet it is possible: ‘we fenany crete: ‘as he was. - Lets us then 
suites to follow him, as he followed: Christ.” >) 
Sle 8 ay 7. see Aa Mr! Wesley exceeded the 


bape, by the glaats of f their hates feshecnr t the great siti 
ject of general redemy ut and other subjects connected there- 


with, and by the very prompt and : able ‘manner in which Mr. 
Fletcher stood forth in defence of these views, when attacked 
by Mr. ‘Wesley’s opponents? T shall « he se in 
presenting the ‘rea er with an. exactly similar ‘ailing, a 
by an eminent minister of Christ, whose sentiments, on these 
points of doctrine, were the reverse of those of Messrs. Wesley 
and ae I ‘shall do ; inserting the following 
pious and intelligent cler- 
“ e of Bagving acne read 
Lorena edition’ of silver. we Righat. 
_ °& My dear Sir, its : 

“‘ Had not my time been very fally employed since I had the 
pleasure of seeing you in London, I should before now, have 
fulfilled my promise in sending you the character which the 
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apostolic “Mr. Fletcher. Tie testchony of Mr. “Venn. As the 
more valuable, as there were several points. of doctrine’ in 


which he differed from Mr. Fletcher: and I believe he felt him~ . 


self a good deal interested in the support of ' several of those 
tenets which Mrs Fletcher publicly opposed. » , But. difference of 
opinion. on points respecting which good men probably. never 
will be all agreed on earth, could not close the eyes of the great 
and good Mr. Venn against the extraordinary excellencies of Mr. 
Fletcher, and therefore he spake of him with all the rapture 


and affection which pre-eminent graces pial always excite in the 


breast of a true Christian, In the fol gna tion, I believe 
you will have nearly. the words of Mr. Meant uch im- 
pressed with his account: of Mr. Fletcher, and wrote down what 
I remembered of it at the clébe" ‘of the day on hich ‘heard it: 

With an expression in his countenance f shall’ ‘not soon forget, 

making mention of Mr. Fletcher; he exclaimed, ¢ Sir, he was a 
luminary ;.a luminary did Tsay’ He was a sun. I have known 
all. ae these fifty ; years 5 but shave known none 
like him. — intimately acquainted with him, and’ was under 
the same ‘roof = 2 ) him once for six x weeks. during. which time 
I never heard him say a sin: le word L which was not proper to be, 


é 


spoken, and which had not a_ a t tende icy to: ‘ minister” grace to. 


the hearers. One. time, ‘meeting him when. he was very ill of 
a’ hectic fever, which he had. brought upon himself by. his i in- 


tense labour i in the ministry, 1 said, ‘Iam sorry to find you so” 


ill. Mr. Fletcher answered with the greatest sweetness, ‘Sorry, 
Sir! Why are you sorry ? ? It isthe chastisement of my heavenly 
Father, and I rejoice in it. I love the rod of. my God, and rez 
joice * ests osiap i ion of his Jovi oi Saban meiferards 
me.’ ieee’ Res ae Ae 

“Mr. Venn being ltée asked slither Mr. Fletcher ‘ciel vot 
have been imprudent in carrying his labours to such an excess, 
answered, ‘His heart was in them, and he was carried\on wi 
an impetus which could not be resisted. He did not look on 
the work of the ministry as a mere duty, but it was his pleasure 
and delight. Tella votary of pleasure that his course .of life 
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one: in the company wibith saikaicl 
ap rticular we of ipso one Venn 


walt age 
eve, is Pn of zilind fell fini Mr. Venn 
e ae Fletcher, and the manner in which he 


son peculiarly ete o apt the: ofthat of Mr. Fletcher, 
as the ardour of. his own zeal and devotion most” nearly resem- 
bled that of Mr. Fletchers: He lived i in very uncommon near- 
ness to God, and, as I have beer informed, fa most trium- 
phant entrance intb the kingdom of gory. ; my aren 
yours affectionately, ——.” * ai . 


i: i Ts ie an yen 
T 1¢° following haracter of J st letcher_ appeared in the 

Shrewsbury C ronicle of August, 1785. es 
“On the 14th instant departed “this life, the Rey. Totin 
Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, in. » this coun yy tot the inexpressi- 
ble grief and conce: ofshis parishioners, 2 1d of all who had 
the happiness of ete wing him. If we speak of him as a man, 
and a ‘gentleman, he was possessed of every virtue and every. 
accomplishment owhich adorns and perl, human ‘nature. 
If we attempt to speak. of him as a’minister of the Gospel, it 
will be extremely difficult to give uihg? world @ just idea of this 
great character. His deep learning, his, exalted piety, his 
- never-ceasing labours to discharge the important duty of his 
function, together with the abilities and good effect with which 
he discharged those duties, are best known, and will never be 
forgotten in that vineyard in which he laboured. His charity, 
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pM os _ Here lies the Body of ~ 
. The Rea. JOHN. WILLIAM “de la FLECHERE, 
Vicar of “Madeley, a 


~ as a ae a in, pwituedandy 
‘And finished his coltreest Aug 
art 


iis J cal Cur 
While others constrain 


RS aS is (0) »phet, 
All the Day lo j hag} stetihéd fitay Hands 
Unto a Aisobedi ent and gainsaying People: 
., Yet surely my Judgment is'with the Lord, 
‘And my Work with my God.” 
“He being dead yet speaketh.” 
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APPENDIX 


CONTAINING 


SOME REMARKS 


ON A REVIEW OF THE FIRST EDITION OF THIS WORK, IN THE 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, FOR JUNE, 1805. 


In the preface to this second edition of the Life of Mr. Fletcher,. I have given the 
reader to expect some remarks on this Review of it, to be added, by way of Appendix, 
to the volume. These remarks shall be as few, and as short, as the nature of the 
subjects under consideration will permit, especially as the book, in consequence of 
the additional matter inserted therein, already contains many more pages than was at 
first intended. 

1. “‘ We are sorry,” say these Reviewers, p. 350, ‘‘to observe several pages taken - 
up with a relation of incidents which happened during the youth of Mr. F. and which, 
though sufficiently remarkable, are exhibited to view in a way which appears to ue pe- 
culiarly objectionable.” These incidents are exhibited simply and only as instances of 
the kind and superintending providence uf God, watching over a future heir of salva- 
tion, and preserving his life in extreme dangers, in which, if not thus preserved, it must 
have perished. But ‘one of these deliverances appeared to Mr. Wesley to be so. ex- 
traordinary, that he did not hesitate to affirm that it was a miracle, wrought, probably, 
by the ministry of angels.” And will these gentlemen say that it was not a miracle, 
that is, as Mr. Wesley meant, ‘‘an effect produced by the divine interposition and 
agency, above the influence of merely natural causes?” Will they say that a person 
could be immerged in water, among piles, under a mill, for the space of twenty minutes, 
and be all that time deprived of all sense and feeling, and yet preserved alive without the 
exertion of any supernatural power? Now if they will no¢ say this; if they must allow 
God did interfere, why not by the ministry of angels? At least what harm can there 
be in supposing this? Are not the angels ‘ ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to 
the heirs of salvation !” And is it not probable, that we owe more to these heavenly and 
benevolent beings than men in general are aware ? 

But, say they, “ Nothing can be more injudicious, and we will add, unscriptural, than 
declarations of this kind!” This is very extraordinary indeed! This is a sentence one 
would hardly have expected to drop from the pen of a Curist1an Observer. What! 
Nothing more unscriptural than to assert that God often interferes ina singular way, 
and sometimes, probably, by the ministry of angels, to preserve the lives of those who 
are, or who, he foreknows, will be, not only his children and his heirs, but eminently 
holy and useful in their day and generation? Methinks I could mention to these gentle- 
men déclarations yet more unscriptural than this, and also more injudicious. Surely 
such declarations as they have now uttered are of that nature : declarations which go_ 
to exclude God from those remarkable deliverances and preservations which, in all 
ages, some of his eminent servants have experienced, and to lead mankind to ascribe 
them to chance or nature, or I know not what. 
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It appears to me one might easily prove the reverse of their assertion, and show that 
nothing can be more scriptural than to ascribe the events in question to the divine 
agency, and that probably by the ministry of angels. Do not passages innumerable, 
scattered throughout the Old and New Testament, show how God has interposed by 
their ministry to deliver his servants that trusted in him? And is he not the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever? And I think too, that it might easily be shown to be per- 
fectly judicious ; whether by that phrase they mean reasonable and philosophical, or 
wise and prudent. Isit not according to the highest reason and truest philosophy to ac- 
knowledge a particular Providence watching over even every individual of the human 
race, and especially over such as are peculiarly dear to God? And what is there un- 
reasonable in believing that he occasionally, at least, exerts his power for the deliver- 
ance and preservation of such? Indeed, if he did not exert his power for these pur- 
poses, what would his watching over them avail? What advantage would they derive 
from it, if still all events, how interesting soever, were left to chance and nature? And 
is it not wise and prudent to bear testimony to such interpositions of Providence at a 
time when Atheism and Infidelity go about, in various ways, to deny the providence of 
God, and to deprive his people of the comfort of believing that ‘ the hairs of their head 
are all numbered,” that ‘‘a sparrow falleth not te the ground without their heavenly 
Father ;”” and that they ‘are of more value than many sparrows ?” 

But with regard to this point, the observation of a friend, now before me, is but too 
well founded: ‘‘ Do you dare to ascribe any success in public measures, or in private 
life, or even any extraordinary deliverance, to the merciful interposition of God, or any 
public or private disaster or calamity, to the avenging arm of an offended Deity? Ex- 
pect a sneer of contempt, or a smile of pity for your pains. The men of the world can 
account for these things,” (and cannot many professing Christians ?) ‘¢ on other princi- 
ples.. A simple plan is.theirs ; a plan that renders divine interposition unnecessary.— 
Ohance, luck, accident, gocd or bad conduct ; the wisdom, folly, courage, cowardice, 
industry or idleness of the party, these solve every difficulty ; these are supposed com- 
petent to the production of every event. God’s interference, therefore, is peremptorily 
denied ; according to that well known maxim of the Latin poet : 

* Nec Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus Inciderit.’ 
His providential government is disowned ; his throne is overturned: his sceptre wrest- 
ed out of his hands, and his crown plucked from his head.” 

But say these gentlemen, ‘ without recurring to the daily hair-breadth escapes which 
those experience who are engaged in a seafaring: life, in the business of mining, and in 
other perilous occupations, or who are obliged to meet an enemy in the field ; we will 
venture to say, there are few individuals who cannot recollect many singular deliver- 
ances from danger in the course of their lives,”. True: but what was said of the lepers 
that were cleansed is but too applicable here. ‘‘ Were there not ten cleansed, but 
where are the nine?’ Alas! few of these return to ascribe their deliverances to God, 
or give him the glory of them. And, I fear they are directly or indirectly taught, even 
by these Christian Observers, to doubt whether God is the author of such deliverances, 
and whether they ought not to be ascribed to other causes. Nay, say they, ‘ The good 
Christian will humbly and thankfully ascribe them to the providence of God.” What ! 
although he believes God did not effect. them, but that they took place in the ordinary 
course of things? Here lies a fallacy too common in.the language of professing Chris- 
tians: they speak of ascribing things to the providence of God, and yet all the while 
secretly believe he did not interfere at all,but that they happened through the influence 
of causes purely natural. 
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2. The next particular which calls for animadversion in this Review, respects “ what 
is termed” (I use their language) ‘Mr. F.’s conversion,” related in the second chap- 
ter of his Life. The account given of this in Mr. Gilpin’s words, is considered by these 
Reviewers, as contradicting what the same Rev. gentleman had before advanced con- 
cerning his early piety. With regard to this it is proper to observe, that Mr. Gilpin has 
sufficiently explained himself on the subject. He begins the narrative of his conversion 
in the following words, ‘Notwithstanding the early appearance of piety in Mr. F., it is 
evident that he continued for a long course of time a perfect stranger to the true nature 
of Christianity.” After describing his moral righteousness, and the complacency which, 
like Saul of Tarsus, he took therein, Mr. G. proceeds, ‘‘ While he was taken up in 
congratulating himself upon his own fancied eminence in piety, he was an absolute 
stranger to that unfeigned sorrow for sin, which is the first step towards the kingdom of 
God. It was not till after he had resided some time in England, that he became ex- 
perimentally acquainted with the nature of true repentance.” 

Now the authors of the Christian Observer cannot conceive how this should be ; how 
a person should have the attainments Mr. Fletcher had in his childhood and youth, and 
have profited so much, even in religion, above many of his equals, and yet should need 
conversion when he was at the age of twenty-five. They seem half disposed to inquire, 
with an ancient master in Israel, ‘* How can these things be??? How could so virtuous a 
man have need to be born when he was old? They instance, in several particulars 
' affirmed of him, as that ‘¢ from his childhood he was impressed with a deep sense of the 
majesty of God, and a constant fear of offending him, and manifested great tenderness of 
conscience,’’—‘‘ an extraordinary turn-for religious meditation,”—that ‘his filial obe- 
dience and brotherly affection were exemplary,’’—so that it was ‘‘not remembered he 
ever uttered one unbecoming expression in either of those characters :””—that he was ‘‘a 
constant reprover of sin, was distinguished at an early age by his reverential awe of God, 
his insatiable thirst after truth, and his uncommon abhorrence of vice.””. They then add, 
‘* Surely all this implies more than the appearance of piety: surely of such an one it 
cannot be said with truth that he was a perfect stranger to the true nature of Christia- 
nity,—to the first step towards the kingdom of God.” ‘‘ We are far from meaning to 
affirm,” they add, ‘ that Mr. F. possessed, at this time, that maturcty, either of Chris- 
fian knowledge, or of Christian grace, which he afterward attained, but still to repre- 
sent him as entirely destitute of both while he exhibited so many of the characteristic 
lineaments of a new creature in Christ Jesus, appears to us not only erroneous in its 
principle, but iniquitous in its effects.” 

In answer to this I must observe, they mistake in supposing that Mr. G. represents 
Mr. F. as ‘entirely destitute of Christian knowledge and Christian grace.” He 
might be “a perfect stranger to the true nature of Christianity,” not knowing that it is 
grounded on the universal sinfulness and guilt, the depravity and weakness of mankind ; 
that it implies, in consequence of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, the justification 
of men’s persons, through faith alone in Christ, and the renovation of their nature by 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, with the love of God shed abroad in their heart by that 
blessed Spirit given to them, and a lively, joyful hope of immortality, raising such as 
possess it above the fear of death ; he might be a stranger, Isay, yea a perfect stranger 
to these things, and yet might have what may properly enough be termed ‘ Christian 
knowledge,” viz. the knowledge of the being and attributes of God, of his overruling 
Providence, of the incarnation, life and death, the resurrection and ascension of the Son 
of God, of the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the body, and a future and 
eternal state of rewards and punishments, A man that knows such things as these has 


oe 


388 APPENDIX. 


certainly some Christian knowledge, and yet if he be unacquainted with the nature and 
necessity of both justification and sanctification, or of * faith working by love,” he is 
in fact a stranger to the true naturé of Christianity.. Just so, a man may have some 
grace: viz. preventing grace, restraining him from many, yea, all outward sins; nay, 
he may be in a measure enlightened, awakened to a sense of the importance of things 
eternal, and even convinced that he is a guilty sinner, and yet, all this while, may not 
have taken the first step towards the kingdom of God, which, as Mr. Gilpin has stated, is 
certainly unfeigned sorrow for sin, attended with that humiliation and self-abasement 
of soul before God, which is followed with an entire renunciation of our own righteous- 
ness, and of all confidence in the flesh. Now that Mr. F. with all his attainments was 
destitute of ‘this, till the period spoken of by Mr. G. is perfectly evident from the whole 
account. 

And certainly, as to Christian experience, he was destitute, not only of ‘ maturity of 
grace,” which these gentlemen allow, but of that “right and true Christian faith,” to 
use the language of the Church of England, ‘‘ which is not only to believe that the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Articles of our faith are true ; but aiso to have a sure trust and 
confidence, to be saved from everlasting damnation by Christ; whereof doth follow a 
loving heart to obey his commandments ;” or as the Homilies express it immediately 
afterward, ‘‘a sure trust and confidence that a man hath in God, that by the merits of 
Christ his sins are forgiven, and-he reconciled to the favour of God.” This justifying 
faith, the Article on justification, represents as being so necessary, so essential to Chris- 
tianity, that ‘‘ works done before it are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring 
not from faith in Jesus Christ ; ** yea rather for that they are not done as God hath 
willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt: not,” say the compilers of those 
Articles, ‘“‘ but they have the nature of sin.” Now to this language of their own Church, 
these Christian Observers, who profess to be firm friends to the Church, I presume, will 
not object. Of course they must allow that Mr. Fletcher, who at the age referred to, 
neither had nor professed to have this fuith, nor even any just notions of it, was not in 
Christ, and of consequence, notwithstanding his morality, fear of God, good desires, 
and external good works, was not a new creature. 

Exactly similar was the case of St. Paul. Although he had “ lived in all good con- 
science before God,” froma child, as he testified before the high priest Ananias, and 
al) his council, Acts xxiii. 1; although ‘ touching the righteousness of the law” he had 
been all along ‘ blameless ;” nevertheless, when the eyes of his understanding were 
opened to see his sinfulness and guilt, and he began to take what Mr. Gilpin, in this 
memoir of Mr. F. has termed the first step towards the kingdom of God, ‘ what things 
were gain to him, those he counted loss,” deserving to be made loss of and thrown away, 
“that he might win Christ and be found in him, not baving his own righteousness, 
which was of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” He therefore, moral, and apparently pious, nay, and zealous 
as he had been, “believed in Christ, that he might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the deeds of the law,” knowing that by them, “ no flesh could be justified.” 
At the age of about twenty-five, Mr. F. did the same, and then, and not before, became 
aequainted with, and experienced in trwe and genwine Christianity. 

One thing more on this point. If Mr, F. had been really regenerated, and truly pious 
in his childhood, which it is evident he was not, still he might have needed to be convert- 
ed at the time referred to; because he might have declined, arid I think it is manifest he 
had declined, from the beginnings of good which were in him whena child. The plain 
fagts here are, Ist. Mr. Gilpin, who certainly understood the nature of true Christianity, 
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and what is meant by conversion, and who was much better acquainted with Mr. F. 
than any of these Reviewers, affirms, that he was a stranger to genuine Christianity, and 
of course that he needed conversion, and actually was converted at the period specified : 
and 2ndly, Mr. Fletcher himself declares the same, and that repeatedly. Besides the 
circumstantial account given of his conversion to his brother, p. 35. he declares also, in 
a letter from Switzerland, to a friend in his parish, dated July 18, 1779, “* They (the 
children whom he met daily, and who wished him to remain with them,) urge much my 
being born here. Ireply, thatasI was born again in England, that is of course the coun- 
try which to me is the dearer of the.two.”” Now did not Mr. F. know what,he said? 
Was he either ignorant of the nature of the new birth, or unacquainted with his own state 
of mind, whether he experienced it? 

But, say they, ‘‘ Mr. F. describes himself as suddenly obtaining relief in prayer; so 
that, instead of his former doubts, as to his acceptance with God, and his former subjec- 
tion to sin, he found himself brought into a state of peace with God, and habitual victory 
over sin.” Most certainly he does; and why should he not? Is there any thing 
unreasonable gr unscriptural in this way of speaking? Do not the divine oracles speak 

in this manner continually? Was not Mr. F. a competent judge in this matter? and 
was not his whole life afterward in consistency with this profession, and a demonstration 
of the truth of it? They proceed, ‘‘ The manner of Mr. F’.’s conversion, as here related, 
is similar to that which the followers of Mr. Wesley almost universally profess to expe- 
rience.” I hope it is, for if it were not, I certainly should have a poor opinion of it, 
having demonstrated in my ‘*Curist1aAN OBSERVER OBSERVED,” (a book which these 
gentlemen have not answered, but which it appears they have not forgot,) that the con- 
version professed to be experienced by the Methodists in connexion with us, is the very 
same with that, the absolute necessity of which is held forth in the Holy Scriptures. 

These gentlemen admit, however, that it may sometimes happen, “ that a state of 
doubt and distress may be suddenly terminated by a lively participation of illumination 
and grace; yet in general (they affirm) the attainment of Christian knowledge, and the 
conversion of the heart to God, is a gradual work, carried on in the ordinary use of the 
means of grace.” Here they seem to confound ilumination, and the attainment of 
Christian knowledge, with the conversion of the heart to God, as though these different 
endowments were one and the same; and they forget that there must be a measure, at 
least, of illumination, and even of grace too, yea, saving grace, to awaken the soul out of 
the sleep and death of sin, in order to produce a state of doubt and distress, as prepara- 
tory to confidence, peace, and victory ; which confidence, &c. in opposition to the decla- 
ration of these gentlemen, we affirm to take place, in the minds of truly penitent sinners, 
not sometimes, but frequently, not to say generally, in a very sudden manner; and in 
proof of this, I refer them to the above-mentioned pamphlet. Nevertheless, Jet me 
ebserve further, we never represent, as they seem to insinuate, (p. 352.) the suddenness 
of conversion as a necessary property of it: nor do we deny, but strongly inculcate, the 
necessity of a gradual advancement in Christian knowledge and holiness; which holi- 
ness, however, we do not believe to be conversion or regeneration, but rather the fruit 
or effect thereof. 

These gentlemen, however, are still of opinion, that, as a description of the change 
which, at that particular period, took place in Mr. F.’s mind, Mr. Gilpin’s account is con- 
siderably exaggerated. ‘His fears, for example, (say they) are said to have been 
totally changed; yet, when we look back, we find, that the only fears which are attributed 
to him are, a fear of God deeply rooted in his heart, and also a constant fear of offending 
God. These fears, we trust, remained with him.” Certainly they did remain with 
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him; but how? in the same sense? By no means, but greatly changed. Even the 
fears that have God for their object are of a very different kind, after justification and 
peace with God, from what they were before. Before we are made partakers of these 
blessings, we fear him with a slavish, and perhaps also, tormenting fear, dreading his 
wrath, which we see to be due to us on account of our sins; but after our conversion, a 
change in this respect takes place. Instead of “ the spirit of bondage to fear,’ we have 
received “ the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ;” and the only fear of 
God which remains, is a reverential and filial fear, which is perfectly consistent with con- 
fidence and love, hope and joy, and the most perfect liberty. Hence his people are 
said, in one sense to serve him without fear, (Luke i. 71, 72.) and yet in another, with 
reverence and godly fear, (Heb. xii, 28.) which declarations no way contradict each 
other. Add to this, that although no other fears are attributed to him, while in his 
unconverted state, but such as had God for their object, we are not to suppose that no 
other had place in his mind. Certainly, while he was under the guilt of sin, nay, while 
he was not assured of his justification, he must at least have feared death and future 
misery, and have been in bondage through that fear; and probably too “ the fear of 
man” might have no little influence over him. But as soon as he was in Christ, and 
thereby delivered from condemnation, he-was raised, in a great measure, above those 
fears, could rejoice in hope of the glory of God, and cast his care on him who cared for 
him; and then the only fears that remained in him, added to the fear of God, just 
spoken of, were a watchful fear of his spiritual enemies, and a jealous fear of himself, 
‘lest a promise being left him of entering into God’s rest, he should seem to come short 
of it.” So that Mr. G. did not assert at all too much, when he observed, that his fears, 
among other affections, were at that time totally changed. 

3. But it is not my intention to attend these gentleman through the whole of their 
critique, in which there are many equally gross mistakes with those already mentioned. 
It is necessary, however, that I should notice a few more particulars. It having been 
intimated in this life of Mr. F. that, notwithstanding all the pains he took, he saw, for 
some time, but little fruit of his labours; these gentlemen tell us, that this may, ‘* doubt- 
less be, in a great part, ascribed to the irregular and injudicious, though (they admit) 
well meaning methods, by which Mr. F. from his first residence at Madeley, endeavoured 
to do good to his parishioners and others.” And they inform us in a note, that they 
‘allude to such circumstances as that of placing a Methodist preacher, (which wag 
either captain Scott, an able preacher, or the Rev. George Whitefield) on his horseblock, 
on a Sunday evening, to preach to his people,” Never, surely, were men more mistaken 
than these Christian Observers, in ascribing his want of success, on his first entrance on 
his ministry, to the very means which were not only evidently calculated to ensure it, 
but which, Mr. F. himself, being judge, were productive of that effect. ‘‘ Last Sunday 
se’nnight, (says he, in a letter to the Rev. G. Whitefield,) captain Scott preached to my 
congregation a sermon, whigh was more blessed, though preached only on my horseblock, 
than a hundred of those | preach in the pulpit.” What did Mr. F. mean here by the 
sermon being blessed? Surely the visible effect it had on the people’s minds, both at the 
time it was delivered and afterward. But pray let these gentlemen turn their attention 
to those pious minister's of the church, who take none of the irregular steps, as they ternr 
them, which Mr. F. took; have they, in general, more fruit of their labours? I trow 
not. No; not half, and some of them not a tenth part the fruit which Mr. F. had. If it 
would not be invidious, I could refer to individuals. The tiving, certainly, I must not 
ame ; the dead, perhaps, I may. Pray what fruit was there of Mr. A.’s faithful labours 
at Wintringham, or of Mr. B.’s, at Elland? But of those of Messrs. Grimshaw, 
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Berridge, and Simpson of Macclesfield,.who were all what these gentlemen term irregu- 
lar, there was much fruit. That Mr. F.’s ministry should have great success, at first 
among a people so sunk in ignorance and vice, as the inhabitants of Madeley then were, 
was not tobe expected. For this Mr. Gilpin well accounts, in the following words: 
‘t The voluptuary detested his temperance and self-denial ; the man of pride poured con- 
tempt upon his humility. and condescension; the licentious were offended at his gravity and 
strictness; and the formal were roused to indignation, by that spirit of zeal and deyo- 
tion which influenced his whole conversation and conduct. All of these, however they 
might differ among themselves, were leagued together as the inveterate enemies of this 
venerable pastor. They wrested his words, they misrepresented his. actions, and cast 
out his name as evil.”” Thus the enemies of God treated one greater than Mr. F. in the 
days of his flesh. For, as Dr. Doddridge observes, in a passage of his Family Expositor, 
which occurred in our course of reading this morning, vol. i. page 268. octavo ed.) 
‘What actions are so fair and lovely, that malice cannot turn them into reproach? 
What characters are so unblemished, what so exemplary, that uncharitableness cannot 
revile and condemn them? While the eyes of distressed multitudes were turned to 
Christ, as their only physician and most valuable friend, the eyes of the Pharisees are 
continually upon him for evil, and they behold even his wondrous miracles, not for their 
own conviction, but that they may, if possible, turn them into the means of his destruc- 
tion. So ineffectual are the most obvious and demonstrative arguments, till divine grace 
conquer men’s natural aversion to a Redeemer’s kingdom, and captivate their hearts to 
the obedience of faith.” Thus Dr. Doddridge. But they forget that Jesus Christ was 
irregular; that he preached in private houses, in public streets, in plains, and on moun- 
tains, and that he sent forth first twelve, and then seventy illiterate men to do the same! 
‘¢ Wisdom,” however, as Jesus said, ‘Is justified.of all her children.” 

4. Another very great and important step taken by Mr. F. for the good of his parish- 
ioners, but also censured by these Christian Observers, was his writing to them, from 
time to time, as he saw it needful, a kind of pastoral letters. ‘In general,” they 
acknowledge, that ‘‘the sentiments expregsed in these pastoral letters are truly scrip- 
tural and excellent, and that they breathe a genuine spirit of devotedness to God, an 
ardent love to the souls of his parishioners, and an earnest desire for their spiritual wel- 
fare; we could with pleasure, (add they) if our limits would permit us, extract many 
useful and animated passages from them. At the same time, (they proceed) we are 
disposed to question the propriety of such letters : nor can we altogether approve of the 
style in which these are written, To us, we confess, they look too much like an as- 
sumption of the apostolical character and authority, particularly as the opening addresses 
to the people are sometimes nearly in the words of St. Paul’s introductions to his epis- 
tles.” Here I could almost refer to Dr. Doddridge, again and say, ‘* What actions 
cannot uncharitableness misconstrue, and turn into reproach?” Mr. Fletcher begins 
some of these letters in nearly the language of St. Paul or St. Peter, and says in one, 
“ Peace be rhultiplied to you, from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ;’’ in 
another, ‘‘ This comes with my best wishes, that peace, mercy, and truth may be mul- 
tiplied to you, from God the Father, through Jesus Christ, by the Spirit of his love, with 
which I beg your hearts and minds may be daily more replenished ;”’ in another, 
st Peace, mercy, faith, hope, and love be multiplied to you all in general, and to each of 
you in particular, from the Father of mercies, through the Lord Jesus Christ, by the 
Spirit of grace ;” and again, in another, ‘‘ Grace and peace, truth and love, be multiplied 
to you all.” Now I ask, what impropriety is there in this! Are not these blessings 
proper to be desired by a minister for his people, and by a man for his friend? And why 
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ray not such desires be expressed in writing, as well asin word? If a minister may, 
with propriety, say toa congregation, before he dismisses them, ‘‘ The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all,”? why may he not express similar wishes in writing to them, and entreat that “ grace, 
mercy, and peace may be with them?” This was the language of the pious and Reve- 
rend Samuel Rutherford, of Scotland, in almost all his letters, whether to his friends 
individually, or to his people collectively. Similar was the manner in which that man of 
God, and eminent minister of Christ, Mr. Joseph Alleine, begun many of his letters, 
styling also the people to whom he wrote, as Paul did the Philippians, his ‘‘ dearly 
beloved, and longed for, his joy, and his crown.” Ignatius also, and Polycarp, wrote to the 
churches in the same style. And are not all these letters peculiarly excellent? Do they 
not contain marks of great wisdom, as well as of great grace? Andis it to be supposed, 
that such wise and holy men were in an error in assuming such language? Will any 
one take upon him to censure them for it? Do all whouse scriptural expressions, ar who 
adopt’ scriptural phraseology, thereby make themselves apostles? But, add they, 
‘There are passages in them (these letters of Mr. F.) which may have tended too much 
to excite a spirit of conceit amongst the poor people to whom they were written.”. True, 
in some they may have had this tendency; for what blessing is not capable of abuse? 
But is this the natural tendency of these passages? Are they not more evidently calcu- 
lated to produce an effect the very reverse? To beget self-abasement, gratitude, and 
love? To remove that ignorance, which is the parent of pride, and that unbelief, which 
alienates the mind from God, and. hardens the heart against him, and to excite all that 
read them to zeal and diligence? I cannot refrain from observing here, that there is 
both more sense and more grace in many among the lower ranks in society, than these 
gentlemen seem to imagine; andit would be greatly to their advantage to be better 
acquainted with persons of this.description. 

5. With regard to Mr. F.’s Checks, and other writings, the Christian Observers speak 
as follows: ‘* Very great praise, as might be expected, is bestowed upon all these con- 
troversial pieces, by Mr. Wesley, and others of his party. We have no hesitation in 
saying, that we believe Mr. Fletcher’s matives for writing them to have been pure and 
upright, . We also think that, in his manner of conducting the controversy, now happily 
almost forgotten, he had decidedly the advantage of his antagonists. He was an acute 
and animated disputant; a brilliant imagination rendered his argumentation imposing, 
splendid, and dazzling, while it enabled him to paint the doctrines of his adversaries in the 
darkest and most odious colonrs; and whatever may have been the merits of the cause 
which he defended,—into these we do not mean to enter,—he was undoubtedly superior in 
talents and learning to all his opponents.”” And is this all? Alas! with what eyes have 
these Reviewers read these admirable writings, who can see nothing in them but a contro- 
versy now happily forgotten! Anacute and animated disputant, who has the advantage 
of his antagonists! Argumentation imposing, splendid, and dazzling through a brilliant 
imagination! A man superior in talents and learning to all his antagonists! These 
Christian Observers, it seems, have observed no important passages of holy writ illus- 
trated; no essential doctrines of Christianity proved and established; no grand and 
Jeading duties to God and man urged and enforced; no destructive errors refuted ; no 
salutary truths unfolded; no spiritual privileges exhibited ; no dangers, threatening to 
the spiritual life, exposed and laid open. They have not discerned any tendency in these 
excellent compositions to humble the pride of man, or to exali'the grace and love of God ; 
to-check the Antinomian delusion, on the one hand, or the Pharisaic error on the other ; 
nov any thing calculated to preserve the church of Christ from a lukewarm and indolent 
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spirit and conduct! Hence, they are seriously of opinion, that this whole controversy: 
had better be forgotten! Let me tell these gentlemen, Mr. Fletcher’s controversial 
writings never will'be forgotten, as they never will be answered’; but will be read and 
admired by thousands, when the lucubrations of those who make light of them are buried 
in oblivion. . ‘ Splendid ‘and dazzling !"? No; but solid, substantial, and instructive ; 
a model of a Christian temper, as well as of convincing argument. I thank God, my 
readers in general do not thus appreciate the never-to-be-forgotten labours of the mind 
and pen, any more*than those of the heart and tongue, of this blessed servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

But, add they, “It must in justice be observed, that he certainly was not always a 
correct reasoner.” It would be strange indeed, and might go a great way towards 
proving him infallible, if he had: always been such, considering the great number of 
volumes which he wrote. But will any of these’ Reviewers be so obliging as to point out 
to us a few instances of this want of correctness:in his: reasoning? ~We'are going imme- 
diately to publish a new and correct.edition of his works, and if we could plainly discover 
any of these instances, we'certainly would take ‘the liberty of expunging them, that they 
might not weaken, in’ any degree, the force of that 1 reasoning: which is acknowledged to 
be correct and convincing. ‘ And he also gave way, (they proceed) on many occasions, 
to acrimony and intemperance of expression, as well as to an indecorous levity of style, 
ill calculated to promote the cause either of charity or truth,” “Thisvis asserted, but is it 
proved? No, it is not; and I am inclined to think it never will be. Let those who affirm 
this, give us chapter and verse ; let them produce the instances on which they ground such 
assertions. As soon as they do this, I, for one, will acknowledge my error, and will own 
that I have had too exalted an idea of the character of my friend. 

Every expression, it should be observed, that is severe, is not a breach of the law of 
love, otherwise we never should have read such advice as the following, from an apostle 
to his son in the Gospel: ‘* Rebuke them sharply, (aroroums, with cutting severity, 
says Dr. Doddridge,) that they may be sound in the faith.” Nor should we have met 
with such descriptions of persons and characters as we find in many of the epistles of 
Paul, especially those to Timothy and Titus, and in those of James and Jude, and the 
second of Peter. But ‘in different parts of the volume, (say they) attempts are made to 
exonerate Mr, F. from the above censure, but we do not think with success.” This iis 
more extraordinary than all the rest. ‘ Altempts made in different parts of the volume !”” 
Pray, gentlemen, in what part? for, really, although I compiled the volume, prepared it 
for the press, and corrected the proof sheets of the whole of it, I am ignorant of such 
attempts being made. For my own part, I should’almost as soon have thought it neces- 
sary to attempt to exonerate him from the charge of theft, adultery, or murder, as from 
that here specified. Nor can I conceive how they should have imagined such a thing, 
unless it be that they have interpreted in this light the testimonies which in several parts 
of the book, are borne to the amiable spirit in which he wrote and spoke, and to his bene- 
volence and meekness in general. Thus when Dr. Dixon, (p. 163,) speaking of “ the 
benevolent doctrines, firmly established” by his Checks, and of “‘ the judgment, clear- 
ness, and precision,” with which he wrote, adds, ‘‘ What crowns the whole, is the 
amiable and Christian temper, which those that will not be convinced, must, however, 
approve, and wish, that their own doctrines may be constantly attended with the same 
spirit :” these gentlemen, perhaps, consider this as an attempt made to exonerate him 
from a charge of acrimony and intemperance of expression. In the same light they may 
probably view Mr, Wesley’s declaration, where he says, ‘One knows not which to 
admire most, the purity of the language, (such ag scarce any foreigner wrote before,) 
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the strength and clearness of the argument, or the mildness and sweetness of spirit that 
breathes throughout the whole.” And as to Mr. Gilpin, in his testimony concerning 
Mr. F.’s: spirit, they may indeed find many, and yet more striking instances of this kind ; 
as where he declares, (p. 434, 435,) that ‘lowliness of mind was considered, by the 
generality of his friends, as the most: distinguishing trait in the character of this great 
man:’ and that “ it may be truly asserted, no person ever.conversed with him, either at 
home or abroad, without being struck with the genuine meekness and simplicity of his 
whole carriage. This admirable disposition, which is so lovely in the lowest of its pos- 
sessors, was peculiarly striking in him, in whom it shone forth amid an uncommon variety 
of accomplishments, and attended with a train of excellent graces.” Now, if these and 
such like declarations, made by his intimate friends, and such as knew him perfectly, are 
attempts of the kind they mention, then, indeed, many such are to be found in the volume ; 
but if the reader must and will consider them in a very different point of view, as just 
testimonies borne, by his biographers, to his truly amiable and Christian spirit, I think 
they will not find it easy to prove that any such attempts are seriously made. 

6. The consideration of two or three particulars more shall close these remarks.— 
Speaking of ‘¢ the promise of the-Father,” or the gift of the Holy Spirit, including that 
rich blessing of union with the Father and the Son, mentioned John xvii. 21. they ob- 
serve, ‘‘ Upon this sublime and important subject, much occurs inthe course of this 
volume: But though we think, that in the present day it is not sufficiently considered, 
even by religious persons, we are clearly of opinion, that both as to his expectations and 
expressions, relative to the gift of the Holy Spirit, Mr. F. exceeded the boundaries 
which are prescribed to us in Scripture. It appears also, in-fact, that he never did ex 
perience that fulness of manifestation which he seems to have looked for so earnestly, for 
so many years, Indeed, to expect another Pentecost, as Mr. F’. evidently did, is, as we 
conceive, wholly unscriptural, and can tend only to spiritual delusion.” So far the 
Christian Observer ; and as the subject is of peculiar importance, I must be allowed to 
dwell a little upon it. This is a point which I. can speak upon with asswrance, having 
very frequently conversed and corresponded with Mr. Fletcher upon it, so that’ I knew 
his. views thereon perfectly. . Now the questions are, What did he expect himself ? 
What did he teach others to expect? And what did he himself experience? ‘+ He ex- 
pected (say the conductors of that miscellany) another Pentecost.” In some sense he 
did, but not in.the sense they imagine. He expected a Pentecost, not literally, but 
figuratively speaking. Did he expect cloven or distinct tongues of fire to rest upor. 
him, or the gift of tongues, or that of prophecy so called, or of healing ? Did he expect 
to be enabled to raise the dead with a word or a touch? By.no means; he looked for 
nothing of this kind. He expected only those ordinary operations and graces of the 
Spirit in a full and mature state, which the Holy Scriptures. declare to be essential to 
the character of a true and perfect Christian. He expected ‘‘ the spirit.of wisdom and 
revelation, in and by the knowledge of Christ, that the eyes of his understanding being 
enlightened, he might know what was the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his (God’s) inheritance in the saints, and what the exceeding greatness of his 
power towards those that believe.” He expected that his ‘ faith should grow exceed- 
ingly,” that his “love should abound more and more:in knowledge, and in all (asa Syoet) 
sense and feeling,” even the love of God, of his people, and all mankind, “ shed abroad 
inhis heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him.” He expected to “ be filled with joy 
and peace through believing, and to abound in hope by the~power of the same Holy 
Ghost.” -He expected to be stamped with that divine image of God, which he had lost 
by the fall, to be a partaker of a divine nature ; to be sanctified wholly, to grow up 
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into Christ his living head jin all things,” and to arrive at the measure of the stature of 
his fulness, being ‘ filled with all the communicable “‘ fulnessof God,” and “conforms 
ed to the image of his Son.” And what he expected himself, he taught others to expect, 
and urged them continually to. press to this ‘mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” ; 

Now who will take upon him to say that Mr. FP’. was in an error in this, and that we 
haye no authority from: Scripture to look for such things? But, say these Christian Ob- 
servers, ‘+ It appears, in fact, that he never did experience that fulness of manifestation, 
which he seems to have looked for so earnestly for so many years.” No? I think,on the 
contrary, itappears that he did experience it, at least-in a very high degree. ‘ As the 
Spirit gave utterance,” says Mr. Gilpin, (p. 126,) ‘*he made his requests known 
unto God. There have been seasons: of supplication in which he appeared tobe car- 
ried out far beyond the ordinary limits of devotion ; when, like his Lord upon the mount, 
while he has continued to pour out his mighty prayer, the fashion of his countenance kas 
been changed, and Jhis face has appeared as the face of an angel.” Is this one of the 
passages from which these Observers have drawn their conclusion that, in fact, he never 
did experience the fulness of the Spirit which he looked for? ‘‘ His deepest and most 
sensible communications with God,” proceeds Mr. G. ‘‘ were enjoyed in those hours 
when: the door of his closet was shut against human creatures, as well as against human 
cares: here he was. privily hidden, as in the presence of God; here he would either 
patiently wait for, or joyfully triumph in the loving-kindness of the Lord; here he would 
plunge himself into the depths of humiliation; and from hence, at other'seasons, as from 
another Pisgah, he would take a large survey of the vast inheritance which is reserved 
for the saints; here he would ratify his solemn-engagements to God, &c.” Is this pas- 
sage also among the premises from which these gentlemen draw their inference ? 

The friend who gives an account of his marriage, having described his daily practice 
in the family, adds (p. 296, 297,) ‘* Thus did he walk with God, filled with the Spirit of 
his beloved Lord.’? ‘Union with Christ,” observes Mr. G. ** was enjoyed by this emi- 
nerit servant of God, ina more than ordinary degree: it was intimate and constant. He 
experienced the fulfilment of that condescending promise, Jf any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come iwto him, and will sup with him, and he with me. He 
obeyed the summons, and received the promised Visitant; and from that time his heart 
became the dwelling-place of Christ. There he experienced the teachings of uncreated 
wisdom, and held ineffable communion with the author and finisher of faith, imbibing 
abundantly the Spirit of divine instruction, and sitting under his shadow with great de- 
light. By this sacred intercourse, continued from day to day, his union with Christ be- 
came so entire, that he was at length enabled to adopt the expressive declaration of the 
great apostle, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” And yet to these Christian 
Observers, who judge, not from any personal acquaintance they ever had with this man 
of God, nor from any other documents: wherewith they have been furnished, but from 
these very pages, “it appears, in fact, that he never did experience that fulness of ma- 
nifestation which he looked for !” 

Mr. G. proceeds in the same-page, ‘‘ The strictness of this union was evinced by his 
whole disposition and carriage. The mind that was in Christ was discovered also in 
him.”—* He copied the character of his Lord with so great exactness, that all men took 
knowledge of him that he had been with Jesus. Fellowship with Christ is, with the 
generality of Christians, a state of much uncertainty; but by this holy man it was well 
nigh uninterruptedly enjoyed, through all the different stages of the spiritual life. It was 
his consolation in the season of adversity, and his glory in the day of rejoicing :~it sus- 
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tained-him in the hour of temptation, afforded him peace in. the midst of trouble. At 
home or abroad, he was still sitting with Christ Jesus in heavenly places. In sickness or 
in health, he daily conferred with this Physician of inestimable value. In honour or 
dishonour, he still was dignified with the favour of this everlasting King.” And is this 
another of the paragraphs in this memoir which support the conclusion drawn by. these 
Reviewers ? ny ot a = : ; 

Itis true, however, as a friend has observed, who was long in’ the same house with 
him, and daily observed his whole spirit and conduct, that ‘tin his highest fervours: of 
- divine love, he always acknowledged that he wanted more.” And whovdoes not thathas 
any experimental acquaintance with it?, Hence the following language in a letter to 
his parishioners, (p..231,) ‘ Let not a drop satisfy you; desire an ocean, at least a foun- 
tain springing up to your comfort in your own souls, and flowing towards all around you, 
in streams of love and delightful instructions, to the consolation of those»with whom you 
converse.” And (p. 260.)) ‘Till the great outpouring of his love be come, we ought 
faithfully to stir up the gift of God which is in ourselves and others, and to supply, by the 
depth of our humility, and the ardour of our expectation, what is yet wanting to our ex- 
perience.” Nay, and even in the latter years of his life, when, as Mr. Gilpin testifies, 
(p- 88,) ‘his heart was, as it were, a vessel running over with Christian charity,” still/he 
longed for more. ‘I sometimes find,” said he to Mrs. F. a little before his death, 
‘ such gleams of light and love, such wafts, as it were, of the heavenly air! so power- 
ful as if they would just then take my soul with them to glory! But Iam not filled: I 
want to be filled with the fulness of God.”” But even these his large desires seem to have 
been satisfied before his dissolution; for ‘* when he was in his last illness,” says Mrs. F. 
‘che expressed himself thus, I am filled, most sweetly Jilled.”_** This,”” adds she, 
“ conveyed much to my mind, as I understood by it, the accomplishment of his large de- 
sires.” Asa further proof of this, ‘‘ On Wednesday,” proceeds Mrs. F. (p. 370,). “* he 
told me he had received sucha manifestation of the full meaning of those words, God is 
love, .as he should never be able to express. ‘It fills my heart, said he, every moment; 
O Polly, Godis love!;Shout! Shout aloud! I want a gust of praise to go the ends of the 
earth! Sally coming in, he cried, ‘O Sally, God is love ! ! Shout both of you! I want 
to hear you shout his praise!" A few days before his departure,” adds she again, “ he 
was filled with love in an uncommon manner, which he testified as long as he had voice, 
and continued. to the end in a most lamb-like patience, in which he smiled over death, 
and set his seal to the glorious truths he had so long preached.’” So much for the cor- 
rection of the unaccountable error ‘of the Christian Observers, when they say, “It ap- 
pears, in fact, that he never did experience that fulness of manifestation which he looked 
for so earnestly for so many years !”” . : 

.7. The following observation contained in this Review, I shall but just notice. “The 
only defect in his character,” say they, ‘is stated by Mr. G: to have been a warmth in 
his temper, This defect Mr. G. endeavours, though not very successfully, to extenuate.”” 
As to this, it willonly be necessary to quote Mr. G.’s words. ‘The only defect in his 
eharacter,” says Mr. G. ‘* which ever fixed the attention even of those (N. B.) who may 
be suspected to have passed by his merits without the regard they deserved, was a certain 
warmth in his temper, which has appeared on a variety of occasions. But with respect 
to this acknowledged warmth, it must be allowed by all, that it was at no time discernible 
in him, except when he was called forth to act either as a lover of truth, or a reprover of 
siz. In these two characters, indeed, he constantly appeared with a degree of zeal which 
gave offence to many ; but which was entirely consistent with his high reputation for 
meekness and charity.” Now let the reader judge for himself. 


APPENDIX. 397 


‘ 


8. Itis evident, however, (and this is the last remark J have to make) that in the eyes 
of the Christian Observers, Mr. F.’s grand defect was his intimacy with Mr. Wesley and 
the Methodists. “ We certainly regret,” say they, ‘that he. should have formed so 
close a:connexion with Mr: W. and his.followers.. We apprehend that this circumstance, 
if it did not produce, at least fostered that tendency to enthusiasm and extravagance, 
which is observable in his character, and which forms its greatest imperfection.” Now 
the very circumstance which these gentlemen thus regret as an evi/, not fewer, [ am per- 
suaded; than a million in the United Kingdom and*in America, rejoice in, and praise 
God far, as. blessing, and I doubt not, will do’so to all eternity. His connexion with the 
Rev. Mr. Wesley and his people was the’mean, in the hand*of God, of bringing him to 
the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and to an experimental acquaintance with 
God, as his God and Father. It is true, it is not impossible but he might have been 
brought to this knowledge by other instruments: but are these Reviewers sure that he 
would? Be this as it may ; God saw meet to accomplish this work by the instrumenta- 
lity of the Methodists, and yet these Christian Observers regret that he ever knew, or at 
least that he ever formed so close a connexion with the Methodists? That is, they  re- 

-gret that he ever knew or was connected with the instruments of his regeneration and sal- 
-vation! Just in this way, 1 presume, did the chief priests, scribes and Pharisees, among 
the Jews, regret that Saul of Tarsus should ever have been connected with Jesus of 
Nazareth and the Christians. And Ihave no doubt but they would say of Saul, as these 
gentlemen said of Mr. F.; that they ‘“ apprehended this’ circumstance,™ his connexion 
with the Christians, ‘‘if it did not produce, at least fostered, that tendency to enthusiasm 
‘and extravagance, which was observable in his character,” Saul being a warm, zealous, 
and active man in all the stages of his life, ‘and which formed,” they would say, ‘his 
greatest imperfection.” Now let these Christian Observers speak out, and their language 
will be, that Mr. F. was “righteous overmuch,” that he carried religion to excess, and 
.that his zeal in the’ cause of his blessed Redeemer was extravagant and enthusiastic.— 
Hence their cold comment on the following paragraph of one of his letters to the Rev. 
Mr. Charles Wesley, when the latter had proposed that he should receive some pecu- 
‘niary recompense'for his labours,» ‘‘ What! the labours of my ministry under you de- 
“serve a Salary! I'who have done nothing but dishonour God hitherto, and am not in a 
condition to do any thing else for the future ! If then I am permitted to stand in the 
courts of the Lord’s house, is it not for me to make an acknowledgment rather than to 
receive one?” This language of Mr. F., which all that ever knew him will say Was the 
sincere, genuine expression of his feelings, and the effect, not of enthusiasm and extrava- 
gance, but of real Christian humility, and disinterested love to God’ and his cause, is 
censured by these Christian Observers as ‘far from the simplicity and sobriety of the 
Christian character.” They should have said from the frigid prudence and wise fore- 
‘sight of those ministers of religion, whom one of our poets, who is also censured by some 
for similar enthusiasm and extravagance, terms ‘ smooth emollients, in théology, re- 
cumbent virtue’s downy Doctors,” Surely this way of treating such piety and zeal as 
_that of Mr. F. is enough to make one exclaim, in the language of the same poet, 


“Oh! ye cold-hearted, frozen formalists, 
In such a cause *tis impious to be calm ! 
Passion is reasoa, transport temper here. 
Shall heaven, which gave us ardour, and has shown 
j ‘ » Herown for man so strongly, not disdain 
..,, That prose of piety—a lukewarm zeal ? 
Rise odours sweet from incense, uninflamed ! 
Devotion, when lukewarm, is undevout ; 
But when it glows, its heat is struck to heaven.” 
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. No wonder after this, that they should censure Mr. F’.’s imprudence, for persisting in 
the, performance of his duty the Sunday after he had caught the cold, which brought on 
the fever that terminated his life. But few of our modern divines, it may readily be 
believed, would have taken sucha step. . They would rather have suffered the doors of 
the parish church to remain shut, and have lain quiet in a snug and warm room. Mr. 
¥F. however, had too much enthusiasm, or, a3 some will express it, zeal for this. He had 
imbibed too much of the spirit.of him whose portrait he drew, and whose portrait and 
image, in a great degree he was, as well after as before his conversion, to hearken to 
‘such. cold counsels. No such things moved him, “neither counted he his life dear 
unto himeelfy so that he might finish his course with joy, and the ministry he had received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” Nay, such was his enthu- 
siasm, that, had he lived in the days of Paul, and been similarly circumstanced, no one 
that knew him can doubt, but he would have been as ready as that apostle was even to 
“+ die for the sake of the Lord Jesus.” 

This; however, with these Christian Observers, is all labia and extravagance ! 
And as to Mr, F. they are confident, ‘*had he contented himself with his station as a 
minister of the Church of England, his piety, perhaps, would have been less dazzling, 
(this is the first time that I ever heard of dazzling piety!) but it would (they think) have 
been more scriptural and catholic.”” But few of my readers, I believe, will be of their 
minds. Those who were atall acquainted with him and his proceedings, and with the 
state of the country at that particular period, too generally lost in ignorance and vice, 
will be of opinion, that had he pursued the line of conduct laid down for him by these 
gentlemen, and kept himself concealed within the precincts of his parish, he would not 
have been instrumental of doing a tenth part of the good of which, under God, he was 
the author; nor would his piety have been either so scriptural, or so catholic; not so 
scriptural, because the Scriptures require the ministers of Christ to “let their light 
shine before men;” to ‘‘ go forth, and bear fruit ;” to “ go into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature ;”’ to ‘‘ go into the streets and lanes of the city, into the high- 
ways and hedges, and compel men to come in;” to ‘‘ preach the word, to be instant in 
season and out of season ; to reproye, rebuke, exhort ;” to ‘‘ teach every man, and warn 
every man,’’ to whom they can have access; to seek the lost sheep of Christ wherever 
they can find them, in imitation of him who ‘came into the world to save sinners ;” to 
‘seek and save that which was lost.” And not so catholic, that is wniversal, or 
general ; for catholicism, or universal love, certainly requires all, and especially the 
preachers of the Gospel, not to stand aloof from, but to acknowledge all the children of 
God, wherever they find them, even although under reproach, and although they cannot 
acknowledge them without incurring similar reproach. It demands, that they do not 
despise ‘any of these ‘little ones,” these poor and mean disciples of the Redeemer, “ that 
believe in him;” but that they love all “that love our Lord in sincerity ;” and say, in 
his language, ‘* Whosoever doeth the will of my Father, that is in heaven, the same is 
my mother, and sister, and brother.” Nay, it requires them to be “ merciful, as their 
Father in heaven is merciful,” especially to men’s souls; on some to *‘ have compassion, 
and some to saye with fear, plucking them out of the fire; endeavouring, wherever they 
can have access, to save the souls for which Christ died. 

But they add further, ‘‘ We regret the connexion to which we have alluded on another 
ground; on account of its having engaged Mr. F. asa principal in Mr. Wesley’s theolo- 
gical controversies, We regret this, without entering at all into the merits of the con- 
troversy, because religious altercation is commonly injurious to the cause of religion, and 
is rarely beneficial to the minds of the disputants, who are too often betrayed into repre- 
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sentations as inconsistent with Christian charity, as they are repugnant io the oracles of 
divine.truth.’—Here again what these Christian Observers regret, multitudes rejoices 
in. -For to his close connexion with Mr. Wesley must be ascribed his intimate know- 
ledge of the doctrines and discipline of the Methodists; of their views and designs; and 
of the blessed cause their socities were, and still are, labouring to promote. And to 
this knowledge, and not tgijny influence Mr. Wesley had over him, we owe the various 
controversial writings w e published from time to time in vindication of this people, 
and especially those admirable Checks to Antinomianism, in the perusal of which thou- 
sands have received so much edification. In this way, and zn no other, did Mr. F.’s con- 
nexion with Mr. Wesley ‘‘ engage him as a principal in” some, not in all, “his theologi- 
cal controversies.” That connexion did not influence him to defend doctrines which he 
did not approve, or to write on subjects which he did not deem of great consequence. 
These Reviewers, I presume, never read these controversial writings of Mr. Fletcher’s ; 
therefore, it seems, that they are not aware in what an important point of view he beheld 
every branch of doctrine he took up his pen to vindicate. . The subjects discussed were 
not with him trivial matters, but matters of great moment, closely connected, as he 
judged, with the glory of God, and the holiness and happiness, that is, the salvation of 
mankind. He\considered them, in general, as *‘ the form of sound words,” which must be 
held fast, and as the “faith once delivered unto the saints,” which must be earnestly 

“contended for, And these his views he received not through faith in the teaching of Mr: 
Wesley, whom-he never called Rabbi, or Master, but through faith in the inspired writ- 
ings, which he continually studied with diligence and prayer, and from which he drew 
his ahole creed ; narrowly observing, however, at the same time, the effects of different 
doctrines on the hearts and minds of those that were taught, and believed them. But 
with these theologians, the whole controversy is a mere * religious altercation, commonly 
injurious to the cause of religion, and-rarely beneficial to the minds of the disputants !” 
In this light, Gallio, of old, viewed the matters in debate between Paul-and the Jews, 
concerning the Messiahship and mediation of Jesus of Nazareth, and therefore ‘+ cared 
for no such things,” believing the whole to be a mere ‘question of words and names.” 
which did not concern him, or, in the language of these Christian Observers, a “reli- 
gious altercation.”? It was not necessary for these gentlemen to tell us, twice over, that 
they do not enter at all into the merits of the controversy; for this must be apparent to 
every one who has spent though but a single half hour in the perusal of the works refer- 
red to. But.will these gentlemen inform us how they come to term that controversy a 
mere ‘ religious altercation,” into the merits of which they have not entered? And how 
they can reconcile Mr. Fletcher’s being engaged so many years in this religious alterca- 
tion, with the character which, after all, they are compelled by plain and notorious facts 
to give him, as ‘“‘a man of eminent piety, and exemplary holiness.””. One question I 
will here beg leave to put~to these Christian. Observers,—If the controversy carried on 
between Mr. F. and his opponents was only ‘‘a religious altercation,” what then are 
those which, from time to time, fill so many pages of their Miscellany? ButI ‘‘ forbear’’ 
to make any further remarks, as they say they ‘‘ forbear’? to proceed in their censures ; 
and I heartily juin with them in their closing seatence, when they say, ‘‘ We cannot too 
earnestly recommend, both to clergy and laity, that in these respects (eminent piety and 
exémplary holiness) they should be followers of him, as he was of Christ.” 
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